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BOOK IV. 

Twenty- six years had elapsed since Colum- N *?• 
bus conducted the people of Europe to the^ at P a . rM 

'*■»! -.* t •. . _ _ * , of America 

New World. During that pferiod the Spaniards were thett 
had made great progress in exploring its various 
regions. They had visited all the islands scat- 
tered in different clusters through that £art of 
the ocean which flows in between North and 
South America. They had sailed along the 
eastern coast of the continent from the river De 
la Plata to the bottom of the Mexican gulf, and 
had found that it stretched without interruption 
through this vast portion of the globe. They 1 
jiad discovered the great Southern <5cean which 
opened new prospects in that quarter. They 
had acquired Some knowledge* of the Coast of 
Florida, which led them to observe the conti- 

VOL; n< » 
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3 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

book nent as it extended in an opposite direction ; 

^ ■ * * ■ * and though they pushed their discoveries no 
farther towards the north, other nations had 
visited those parts which they neglected* The 
English, in a voyage, the motives and success of 
which shall be related in another part of this 
History, had sailed along the coast of America 
from Labrador to the confines of Florida ; and 
the Portuguese, in quest of a shorter passage to 
the East Indies, had ventured into the northern 
seas, and viewed the same regions.* Thus, at 
the period where I have choseij. to take a view 
of the state of the New World, its extent was 
known almost from its northern extremity to 
thirty-five degrees south of the equator. The 
countries which, stretch froih thenc* to the 
soiitherri boundary of America, the great em- 
pire of Peru, and the interior state of the ex- 
tensive dominions subject to the sovereigns of 
Mexico, were still undiscovered. 
The vast When we contemplate the New World, the 

extent of ". ., ... 

the New first circumstance that strikes us is its immense 
extent* It was not a small portion of the earth, 
so inconsiderable that it might have escaped the 
observation or research of former ages, which 
Columbus discovered. He made known a new 
hemisphere, larger than either Europe, or Asia, 
or Africa, the three noted divisions of the an- 

* Herrera, dec. 1. lib. vi. c. 16. 



.World. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORY Off AMERICA. 5 

<ient continent, and not much inferior in di- book 
mensions to a third part of the habitable globe. > „ „ '■ * 

America is remarkable not only for its 
magnitude, but for its position. It stretches 
from the northern polar circle to a high south- 
ern latitude, above fifteen hundred miles beyond 
the farthest extremity of the old continent on 
that side of the iine. A country of such extent 
passes through all the climates capable of be- 
coming the habitation of man, and fit for yield- 
ing the various productions peculiar either to 
the temperate or the torrid regions of the earth. 

Next to the extent of the New World, the Grand ob- 
grandeur of the objects which it presents to view pr^Vnuto 
is most apt to strike the -eye of an observer. vim# 
Nature seems here to have carried on he* ope- 
rations upon a larger scale, and with a balder 
hand, and to have distinguished the features of 
this country by a peculiar magnificence. The namoun- 
mountains of America are much superior in* 
height to those in the other divisions of the 
globe* Even the plain of Quito, which may be 
considered as the base of the Andes, is elevated 
fadther above the sea than the top of the Pyre-* 
nees. This stupendous ridge of the Andes, no 
less remarkable* for extent than elevation, rise* 
in different places more than one third above the 
Pike of Teneriff, the highest land in the ancient 
hemisphere. The Andes may literally be said 
to hide their heads in the clouds j the storma 
32 ♦ 
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boo^k often roll, and the thunder bursts below theif 

IV ' 

>.i i ,'i * summits, which, though exposed to the rays of 
the sun in the centre of the torrid zone, are 
covered with everlasting snows.* 

Rirtn, From these lofty mountains descend rivers, 

proportionably large, with which the streams in 
the ancient cOritinent are not to be compared, 
either for length of course, or the vast body of 
water which they roll towards the ocean. The 
Maragnon, the Orinoco, the Plata in South 
America, the Missisippi and St. Laurence in 
North America, flow in such spacious channels, 
th*t, long before they feel the influence of the 
tide they resemble arms of the sea rather thaii 
rivers of fresh water.f 

Lakes. The lakes of the New World are no less 

conspicuous for grandeur than its mountains 
and rivers. There is nothing in other parts of 
the globe which resembles the prodigious chain 
of lakes in North America. They may properly 
be termed inland seas of fresh water; and even 
those of the second or third class in magnitude, 
are of larger circuit (the Caspian sea excepted) 
than the greatest lake of the ancient continent. 

Its form fa- . The New World is of a form extremely fa- 

com^rce. vorable to commercial intercourse. When a 
continent is formed, like Africa, of one vast 

* See NOTE I. 
t See NOTE II. 
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solid mass, unbroken by arms of the sea pene- book 
trating into its interior parts, with few large N » ' 
rivers, and those at a considerable distance from 
each other, the greater part of it seems destined 
to remain for ever uncivilized, and to be de-* 
barred from any active or enlarged communi- 
cation with the rest of mankind. When, like 
Europe, a continent is opened by inlets of the 
ocean of great extent, such as the Mediterranean 
and Baltic j| or when, like Asia, its coast is 
•broken by deep bays advancing far into the 
country, such as the Black Sea, the gulfs of 
Arabia, of Persia, of Bengal, of Siam, and of 
Leotang; when the surrounding seas are filled 
with large and fertile islands, and the continent 
itself watered with a variety of navigable rivers, 
those regions may be said to possess whatever 
can facilitate the progress of their inhabitants in 
commerce and improvemejit. In all these re- 
spects America may bear a comparison with 
the other quarters of the globe. The gulf of 
Mexico, which flows in between North and 
South America, may be considered as a Medi- 
terranean sea, which opens a maritime com- 
merce with all the fertile countries by which it 
is encircled. The islands scattered in it are infe- 
rior only to those in the Indian Archipelago, in 
number, in magnitude, ajid in value. As we 
stretch along the northern division of the Ame- 
rican hemisphere, the Bay of Chesapeak pre- 
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book sents a spacious inlet, wljich Conducts the navi- 
gator far into the interior parts of provinces no 
less fertile than extensive ; and if ever the pro- 
gress of culture and population shall mitigate 
the extreme rigor of the climate in the more 
northern districts of America, Hudson's Bay- 
may become as subservient to commercial inter- 
course in that quarter of the globe, as the Baltic 
as in Europe. The other great portion of the 
New World is encompassed on everjtside^by the 
sea, except one narrow neck, which separates. 
Ihe Atlantic from tb^Pacific Ocean; and though 
it be not opened by spacious bays or arms of th^ 
sea, its interior parts ane rendered accessible by 
a number of large rivers, fed by so many auxi- 
liary streams, flowing in such various directions, 
that, almost without any aid from the hand of 
j&dustry and art, an inland navigation may be 
carried on through all the provinces from the 
river de la Plato to the gulf of Park. Nor i* 
this bounty of Nature confined Jo the southern 
division of America; its northern continent 
abounds no less in rivers which are navigable 
almost to their source^and by its immense chain 
of lakes provision is made for an inland commu- 
nication, more extensive and commodious than 
in any quarter of the globe. The countries 
stretehing from the gulf of Darien on one side, 
to that of California on the other, which form, 
the chaia that binds the two pwts of the Aj»£~ 
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rican continent together, are not destitute of book 

peculiar advantages. Their coast on one side ^ . / i> 

is washed by the Atlantic Ocean, on the other 

by the Pacific. Some of their rivers flow into 

the former, some imto the hitter, and secure to 

them all the commercial benefit* that may resale 

from a communication with both. 

But what most dkUnruishes America from Tempera- 
. n , , . , *, tare of il9 

othe* parts of the earth, is the peculiar temp©- piimate. 

rature of its climate, and the different laws to 
which it is subject with respect to the <ttstribuiiom 
of heat and cold. We vm*M determine with 
precision the portion of heat felt in any part of 
the globe, merely by measuring its distance from 
the equator. The climate of a country is affected, 
in some degree, by its elevation above the sea, 
by the extent of continent, by the nature of the 
soil, the height of adjacent mountains, and 
many other circumstances. The influence of 
these, however, is, from various causes, le» 
considerable in the greater part of the ancient 
continent; and from knowiag the position of 
any country there, we can pronounce with 
greater certainty, what will be the warmth of 
its climate, and the nature of its productions. 

The maxims which are funded upon ob* PredonH- 
servation of our hemisphere will not apply to "old? ° 
the other. In the New World, cold predomi- 
nates. The rigor of the frigid zone extends 
over half of those regions, which should be tern* 
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perate by their position. Countries where the 
grape and the fig should ripen, are buried under 
Know one half of the year; and lands situated 
in the same parallel with the most fertile and 
best cultivated provinces in Europe, are chilled 
with perpetual frosts, which almost destroy the 
power of vegetation.* As we advance to those* 
parts of America which lie in the same parallel 
with provinces, of Asia and Africa, blessed with 
an uniform enjoyment of such genial warmth 
as is most friendly to life and to vegetation, the 
dominion of cold continues to be felt, and 
winter reigns, though during a short period, 
with extreme severity. If we proceed along the 
American continent into the torrid zone, we 
shall find the cold prevalent in the New World 
extending itself also to this region of the globe, 
and mitigating the excess of its fervor. While 
the negro on the coast of Africa is scorched *with 
unremitting heat, the inhabitant of Peru breathes 
an air equally mild and temperate, and is per- 
petually shaded under a canopy of*grey clouds, 
which intercept^ the fierce beams of the sun, 
without obstructing his friendly influence.^ 
Along the eastern coast of America, the climate, 
though more similar to that of the torrid zone 

* See NOTE 111 

t Voyage de Ulloa, torn. i. p. 453. Anson's "Voyage, 
f, 184. 
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in other parts of the earth, is nevertheless con- book 
sid&rably milder than in those countries of Asia > ■ / * 
arid Africa which lie in the same latitude. If, 
from the southern tropic we continue our pro- 
gress to the extremity of the American conti- 
nent, we meet with frozen seas, and countries 
horrid, barren, and scarcely habitable for cold, 
much sooner than in the north.* 

Various causes combine in rendering the <£■»«»<* 
climate of America so extremely different from 
that of the ancient continent. Though the • 
utmost extent of America towards the north 
be not yet discovered, we know that it advances 
much nearer to the pole than either Europe or 
Ana. Both these have large seas to the north, 
which are open during part of the year; and 
even when covered with ice, the wind that 
Mows over them is less yatensely cold than that 
which blows over land in the same high lati- 
tudes. But in America the land stretches from 
the river St. Laurence towards the pole, and 
spreads out immensely to the West. A chain 
of enormous mountains, covered with snow and 
ice^ runs through all this dreary region. The 
.wind, in passing over such an extent of high 
and frozen. land, becomes so impregnated with 



* Anson's Voyage, p. 74; and "Voyage de Quiros, cbea 
.Hist, de Gen. des Voyages, torn. xiv. p. 83. Richard, Hist. 
JVatur. de FAir ii. 3o5, etc. 
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book cold, that it acquires a piercing keenness, wbiclt 
it retains in its progress through warmer XAi* 
mates, and is not entirely mitigated until it 
reach the Qulf of Mexico* Over all the con~ 
tinent of North America, a north-westerly wind 
and excessive cold are synonymous terms. 
Even in the most sultry weather, the moment 
that the wind veers to that quarter, its pene^ 
trating influence is felt in & transition from 
heat/ to cold, no less violent than sudden. To 
this powerful c$use we may ascribe the extraor- 
dinary dominion of oold, and its violent inroads 
into the southern provinces in that part of the 
globe.* 

Other causes, no less remarkable, diminish 
the active power of heat in those parts of the 
American continent which lie between the tro^ 
pics. In all that portion of the globe, the wirfd 
blows in an invariable direction from east to 
west. As this wind holds its -course across the 
ancient continent, it arrives at the countries 
which stretch along the western shores of Africa, 
inflamed with all the fiery particles which it 
hath qollected from the sultry plains of Asia 7 
and the burning sands in the African deserts. 
The coast of Africa is, accordingly, the region 
of the earth which feels the most fervent heat ? 

* Cherlevoix Hist, de J£ov. Fr. iii. i65. Hist, general^ 
Voyages, torn. xv. 21 5, etc. 
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and is exposed to the unmitigated ardor of the book 
torrid zone. Bui this same wind which bring* 
Muck am accession of warmth to the countries 
lying between the river of Senegal and Gafraria, 
traverses th6 Atlantic Ocean, before it/readies 
the American shore* It ia cooled im its passage 
oyer this vast body of water,, and is felt as a 
refreshing gale along the coast of firasil,* *nd^ 
Guiana, rendering these countries, though 
among the warmest in America, temperate, 
when compared with those which lie opposite 
fo them in Africa/)- As this wind advances in 
its course across America, it meets with immense 
plains, covered with impenetrable forests, or oo- 
cupigi by large rivera, marshes, and stagnating 
waters, where it am recover no considerable 
degree of heat At length it arrives at the 
Andes, which run from ninth to south through 
the whole continent. In passing over their 
elevated and frozen summits, it is so thoroughly 
cooled, that the greater part of the countries 
beyond themhardly feel the ardor to which they 
aeem exposed by their situation.^ In the other 
provinces of America, from Tierra Ferm& west- 

^See^OTETV. 

+ See NOTE V. 

J Acosta Hist. Novi Orbis, lib. B. c. it. Buffbn Hisfe. 
Katurelle, etc. torn. ii. 5ia> etc. Jx. 107, etc Osbom'* 
Collect, of Voyages, ii. p. 868. 
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■/ 

book -ward to the Mexican empire, the heat of the 
climate is tempered, in some places, by the 
elevation of the land above the sea, in others, 
by their extraordinary humidity, and in all, by 
the enormous mountains scattered over this 
tract The islands of America > in the Torrid , 
Zone are either small or mountainous, and are 
fanned alternately by refreshing sea and land 
breezes. 

The causes of the extraordinary cold towards 
the southern limits of America, and in the seas 
beyond it, cannot be ascertained in a manner 
equally satisfying. It was long supposed that a 
vast continent, distinguished by the name of 
Terra Australis Incognita^ lay betweep the 
southern extremity of America and the An- 
tarctic pole. The same principles which ac- 
count for the extraordinary degree . of cold in 
the northern regions o£ America, were em- 
ployed in order to explain that which is felt at 
Cape Horn and the adjacent countries. The 
immense extent of the southern continent, and 
the large rivers which it poured into the ocean, 
were mentioned and admitted by philosophers 
as causes sufficient to occasion the unusual sen- 
sation of cold, and the still more uncommon 
appearances of frozen seas in that region of the 
globe, But the imaginary comment to which 
such influence was ascribed, having been 
searched for in vain 2 and the space which it was 
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Supposed to occupy having been found to be book 
I an open sea, new conjectures must be formed * ■■ „' -< 

* with' respect to the causes of a temperature of 

L climate, so extremely different from that which 

f we, experience in countries removed at the 

same distance from the opposite pole.* 

After contemplating those permanent and Conditio* 
characteristic qualities of the American conti-* dUcortwd. 
nent, which arise from the peculiarity of its 
situation, and the disposition of its parts, the 
next object that merits attention is its condition 
when first discovered, as far as that depended 
upon the industry and operations of man. : The 
effects of human ingenuity and labor are more 
extensive and considerable, than even our own 
vanity is apt at first to imagine. When we 
survey the face of the habitable globe, no small 
part of that fertility and beauty which we as- 
pribe to the hand of nature, is the work of man. 
His efforts, when continued through a succes- 
sion of ages, change the appearance and improve 
the qualities of the earth. As a great part of 
the ancient continent has long been occupied 
by nations far advanced in arts arid industry, 
our eye is accustomed to view the earth in that 
form which it assumes when rendered fit to be 
the residence of a numerous race of men, and 
to supply them with nourishment. 

* See NOTE VI. 
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book Bat in the New World, the state of mankind 
:■ ■ » ' * was ruder, and the aspect of nature extremely 
wncuiti- different Throughout all its vast regions, therer 
were only two monarchies remarkable for extent 
of territory, or distinguished by any progress 
in improvement The rest of this continent was 
possessed by small independent tribes, destitute 
of arts and industry, and neither capable to 
correct the defects, nor desirous to meliorate 
the condition of that part of the earth allotted to 
them for their hatitation. Countries occupied 
by such people, were almost in the same state 
as if they had been without inhabitants. Im- 
mense forests covered a great part of the uncul- 
tivated earth; and as the hand of industry had 
not taught the rivers to run in a proper channel, 
or drained off the stagnating water, many of the 
' most fertile plains were overflowed with inun- 
dations, or converted . into marshes. In the 
southern provinces, where the warmth of the 
sun, the moisture of the climate, and the fertility 
of the soil, combine in calling forth the most 
vigorous powers of vegetation, the woods are so 
choked with its rank luxuriance, as to be almost 
impervious, and the surface of the ground is 
hid from the eye under a thick covering of 
shrubs and herbs and weeds. In this state of 
wild unassisted nature, a great part of the large 
provinces in South America, which extend 
from the bottom of the Andes to the sea, still 
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remain. The European colonies have cleared book 
and cultivated a few spots: along the coast, but s, 
the original race of inhabitants, as *ude and in- 
dolent as ever, have done nothing to open or 
improve a country, possessing almost every ad- 
vantage of situation and climate. As. we ad- 
Vance towards the northern province of Ame- 
rica, Nature continues to wear the same uncul- 
tivated aspect, and in proportion as the rigor 
of the climate increases, appears more desolate 
and horrid. There the forests, though not en-> 
cumbered with the same exuberance of vegeta- 
tion, are of immense extent ; prodigious marshes • 
overspread the plains, and few marks appear of 
human activity in any attempt to cultivate or 
embellish the earth. No wonder that the colo- 
nies sent from Europe were astoiiished at their 
first entrance into the New World. It appeared 
to them waste, solitary, and uninviting. When 
the English began to settle in America, they 
termed the countries of which they took pos- 
session, The Wilderness. Nothing but their 
eager expectation of finding mines of gold, 
could have induced the Spaniards to penetrate 
through the woods and marshes of America, 
where, at every step, they observed the extreme 
difference between the uncultivated face of Na- 
ture, and that which it acquires under the form- 
ing hand of industry and art.* 
* See NOTE VII« * 
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The labor and operations of man not only 
improve and embellish the earth, but render it 
more wholesome and friendly to life. When 
any region lies neglected and destitute of cul- 
tivation, the air stagnates in tlje woods, putrid 
exhalations arise from the waters ; the surface 
of the earth, loaded with rank vegetation, feels 
not the purifying influence of the sun or of the 
wind ; the malignity of the distempers natural 
to the climate increases, and new maladies no 
less noxious are engendered. Accordingly, all 
the provinces of America, when first discovered, 
were found to be remarkably unhealthy. This 
the Spaniards experienced ii^ every expedition 
into the New World, whether destined for con- 
quest or settlement. Though by the natural 
constitution of their bodies, their habitual tem- 
perance, and the persevering vigor of their 
minds, they were as much formed as any people 
in Europe for active service in a sultry climate, 
they felt severely the fatal and pernicious quali- 
ties of those uncultivated regions through which 
they marched, or where they endeavoured to 
plant colonies. Great numbers were cut off by 
the unknown and violent diseases with which 
they were infected* Such as survived the de- 
structive rage of those maladies, were not ex- 
empted from the noxious influence of the cli- 
mate. They returned to Europe, according to 
the description of the early Spanish historians, 

feeble^ 
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fe£ble y emaciated, with languid looks, and com- book, 
plexions of such a sickly yellow color, as in- > /-' 
dicated the v unwholesome temperature of the 
countries where they had resided.* 

The uncultivated state of the New World lt» animal 
affected not only the temperature of the air, but 
the qualities of its productions. The principle 
of life *eems to have been less active and vi- 
gorous there, than in the ancient continent 
Notwithstanding the vast extent of America, 
and the variety of its climates, the different 
species of animals peculiar to it are much fewer 
in proportion, than those of the other hemi- 
sphere. In the islands, there were only four 
kincLof quadupeds known, the largest of which 
did not exceed the size of a rabbit. On the 
continent, the variety was greater; and though 
the individuals of each kind could not fail of 
multiplying exceedingly, when almost unmo- 
lested by men, who were neither so numerous, 
nor so united in society, as to be formidable 
enemies to the annual creation, the number of 
distinct species must still be considered as ex- 
tremely small. Of two hundred different kinds 
of animals spread over the face of the earth, 
only about one third existed in America, at the 



* Gomara Hist. c. ao, n& Oriedo, lib* ij. c. i3. Kb. y t 
•. 10- P. Mart, epist. 545. DecacL p. 176. 
VOIi. JI. c 
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book time of its discovery* • Nature Was not only 
less prolific in the New World, but she appears 
likewise to have been less vigorous in her pro- 
ductions. The animals originally belonging to 
this quarter of the globe appear to be of an 
inferior race, neither so robust, nor so fierce, 
as those pf the other continent. America gives 
birth to no creature of such bulk as to be com- 
pared with the elephant or rhinoceros, or that 
equals the lion and tiger in strength and fe- 
rocity .f The Tapyr of Brasil, the largest qua- 
druped of the ravenous tribe in the New World, 
is not larger than a calf of six months old. 
The Puma and Jaguar, its fiercest beasts of 
prey, which Europeans have inaccurately de- 
nominated lions and tigers, possess neither the 
Undaunted courage of the former, nor the ra- 
venous cruelty of the latter.^ They are inac- 
tive and timid, hardly formidable to man, and 
<?ften turn their backs upon the least appearance 
of resistance.^ The same qualities in the climate 
of America which stinted fhe growth, and en- 
feebled the spirit, of its native animals, have 

* Rufibn Hist. NatoreHe, ton*, is. p. ££. 

t Se* NOTE VIH 

% Button Hist. Nat. torn. ix. p. 87. Margravii Hist. Nat, 
Crasit, p. 229. 

§ BuffonHist. Nat. ix. i3, 2o3. Acosta Hist. lib. iv. c. 34. 
Pisonis Hist. p. 6. Herrera, dec. 4. lib. iy. c. X. lib. x. 
*.i3. 
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proved pernicious to such as have migrated into, 
it voluntarily from the other contihent, or have 
been transported thither by the Europeans.* 
The bears, the wolves, the deer of America, 
are not equal in sise to those of the Old 
World.f Most of the domestic animals, with 
which the Europeans have stpred the provinces . 
wherein they settled, have degenerated with 
respect either to bulk or quality, in a country 
whose temperature and soil seem to be less fa- 
vorable to the strength and perfection of the 
animal creation.^ 

The same causes which checked the growth in**" *** 
and the vigor of the more noble animals, were * * 
friendly to the propagation and increase of rep- 
tiles and insects. Though this is not peculiar 
to the New World, and those odious tribes, 
nourished by heat, moisture, and corruption, 
infest every part of the torrid sone ; they mul- 
tiply faster, perhaps, in America, and grow to 
a more monstrous bulk* As this Gountry is, 
on the whole, less cultivated, and less peopled, 
than the other quarters of the earth, the, activo 



* Churchill, v. p. 691. DvatteRelat. of CJiHJ, Church. iii\ 
p.» 10. Somtoario de Ouedo, c. i4 ; aa» Voyage du De* 
Marchais, iii, 299. 

V oy. de France Eqwjw*. p» 3^9* 
JSeefrOTEJX. 
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book principle of life wastes its force in productions 
N » .* ■■■ ' of this inferior form. The air is often darkened 
with clouds of insects, and the ground covered 
with shocking and noxious reptiles- The coun- 
try around Porto-Bello swarms with toads in 
such multitudes, as hide the surface of the 
earth. At Guyaquil, snakes and vipers are 
hardly less numerous. Carthagena is infested 
with numerous flocks of bats, which annoy not 
only the cattle but the inhabitants* In the 
islands, legions of ants have, at different times, 
consumed every vegetable production^ and left 
the earth entirely bare, as if it had been burnt 

N with fife. The damp forests, and rank soil o£ 
the countries on the banks of the Orinoco and 
Maragnon^ teem with almost every offensive and 
poisonous creature, which the power of a sultry 

" sun can quicken into life4 
Birds. The birds of the New World are not distin-^ 

guished by qualities so conspiscuous and cha- 
racteristical, as those which we have observed 
in its quadrupeds. Birds are more independent 
of man, and less affected by the changes which 
his industry and labor make upon the state of 

'* Voyage de Ulloa, torn. i. p. 89. Id. p. 147. Herrera, 
dec. 11. lib. iii. c. 3. 19. 
f t See NOTE X. 

\ Voyage deCondamine, p. 167. GumiUa, iii. 120, etc. 
Hist. Gen. des Voyages, xiv. 317. Dumont Memoires sur lit 
Louisiane, i. 108. Sommarib de Oyiedo,c. 5a, 62* 
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the earth. They have a "greater propensity to b qo k 
emigrate from one country to another, and can s * ' * 
gratify this instinct of theirt nature withotrt diffi- 
culty or dangey. Hence the number* of birds 
common to both continents is much greater 
thai! that of quadrupeds; and even such as are 
peculiar to America nearly resemble those with 
yrhieh mankind were acquainted in similar re- 
gions of the ancient hemisphere. The American 
, birds of the torrid zone, like those of the same 
climate in Asia and Africa, are decked, in plu- 
mage, whicfy dazzles the eye with the beauty 
of its, colors; but nature, satisfied with cloth- 
ing them in this gay dress, has denied most of 
them that melody of sound, and variety of notes, 
which catch and delight the ear. The birds of 
the temperate climates there, in the same man*- 
ner a$in our continent, are less splendid in their 
appearance, but, in compensation for that de- 
fect, thqy: have voices of greater compass and 
more melodious. In some districts of America, 
the unwholesome temperature of the air seema 
to be unfavorable even to this part of the 
creation. The number of: birds is less than in 
other cbuntries, and the traveller is struck with 
the amasirig solitude and silence of its forests.* 

* Bourguer Voy. au Perou, 17. Chanvalon Voyage a la 
Martinique, p. 96. Warren Descript. Surinam. Osborn's 
Collect. 11.924, Lettres Edif. xxiv.. p. 33<j. Charley. Hist* 
de la Nouy. France ; iii. i55. 
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B o^o K It is ftmmrkable, htxwever, that Ameried, wherfr 
v - - * - " / the quadrupeds, ane so dwarfish and dastardly, 
should produce the Condor > which is entitled to 
pre-emiherice over all the flying tribe, in bulk, 
in strength, and in courage* 
feoil* The soil, in a continent so extensive as Ame- 

rica, must, of course, be extremely various. 
In each of its provinces, Wfe find some distin- 
guishing peculiarities, the description of which 
belongs to those who write their particular 
history. In general, we may observe, that the 
moisture and cold, which predominates sfc re- 
markably in all parts of America, must havfe 
great influence upon the nature of its soil ; 
countries lying in the same parallel with thosfe 
regions which never feel the extreme rigdfc 
of winter in the ancient continent^ ane frozen 
over in America during a great part of the 
year. Chilled by this inteiise cold, the ground 
never acquires warmth sufficient to ripen the 
fruits, which are fouiid ih the corresponding 
parts of the other continent. If we wish to rear 
in America, the ^productions which afeoun4 in 
any particular district of the ancient wbrld, we 
must advance several degrees nearer *fr the line 
than in the other hemisphere, as it requires such 

* Voyage &e Uttoa, I 3G& Ybvage <t* Gtmdtow&ic, *j5 K 
Buflbn Hist. Rat. . x\L iS4. Voyage du Dts MavchmSy 
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an increase of heat to counterbalance tie n*- b oo k 
tural frigidity of the soil and climate.* At the 
Cape of Good Hope, several of the plants and 
fruits peculiar to the countries within ther tro- 
pics, are cultivated with success; whereas, at 
St. Augustine, in Florida, and Charles-Town, 
m South Carolina, though considerably nearer 
the line, they pannot be brought to thrive with 
equal certainty>f But* if allowance be made 
£>r this, diversity in the degrefe of heat, the soil 
of America is naturally as rich and fertile as in 
any patt of th$ e$tfth fc A3 the country was 
thinly, inhabited, and by a people of JittJe itfr* 
dustry, who had non^ oTthe domestic animals, 
which civilized nations rear in stujh vast num- 
bejc^,.t^e e^uth wasoiot ex&^osted by their con^ . 
sumption. The vegetable productions, to which 
thp fertility of the soil gave birth,often remained 
untouched, ai^d bding suffered to corrupt on its 
surface, returned with increase into its bosom.f 
4|s trees and plants derive & gpeat part of their 
nourishment from ^ir and water, if they were 
not destroyed by n&an and other animals, they 
would render to the earth wolte, perhaps, than 
they take from it, and foed rather than impo- 
verish it Thus the unoccupied soil of America 

* Sec NOTE Xf. 
t See NOTE XJJ. 
;+ BuJTon Hist. Nat. i. 242. Kalm, i. i5u 
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book may Have gbne on enriching for many ages* 

> v ' ' The vast number as well as enormoxis size of the 

trees in America, indicate the extraordinary 
vigor of the soil in its native state. When the 
Europeans first began to cultivate the New 
World, they were astonished at the luxuriant 
power of vegetation in its virgin mould ; and in 
several places the ingenuity of the planter isr 
still employed in diminishing and wasting its 
superfluous fertility, in order to bring it ; down 
to a state fit for profitable culture.* * 

How was Having thus surveyed' the state of the NeW 

America T . #»•■■• 

people. World at the time of its discovery, and consi- 
dered the peculiar features and qualities which 
distinguish and characterise it, the next inquiry 
that merits attention is, How was xlmerica 
peopled? By what course did mankind migrate 
from the one continent to the other? and in 
what quarter is it most probable that a commu- 
nication was opened between them? ♦ 
No tradition We know, withh infellible certainty, that aM 
it among the human race spring from the same source, 
and that the descendants of one man, under the 
protection as well as in obedience *to th£ com- 
mand of Heaven, multiplied and replenished 
the earth. lJut neither the apnals nor the tra- 

* Charlevoix, Hist. deNouv. Fran. iii. 4o5. Voyage" du 
Des Marchais, iii. 329. Lery ap de Bry, part iii. p. 17^ 
See NOTE XIU. 
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ditions of nations reach back to those remote book 

iv. 
ages, in which they took possession of the'dif- > - /li - 
ferent countries, where they are now settled. 
,We cannot ti-ace the branches of his first family, 
or point out with certainty the time and manner 
in which they divided and spread over the face 
of the globe. • Even among the most enlightened 
people, the period of authentic history is ex- 
tremely short, and every thing prior to that is 
fabulous or obscurei It is not surprising, then, 
that the unlettered inhabitants- of America, who 
have no solicitude about futurity, and little cu- 
riosity concerning what is past, should be alto- 
gether unacquainted with their own original. 
The people on the two opposite coasts of Ame-' 
rica, who occupy those countries in America 
which approach nearest to the ancient continent, 
aare so remarkably rude, that it is altogether vain 
to search among them for such information as 
might discover the> place rjBroitt r whence thejr 
came, -of; thp ancestors of \^hbm they are des- 
cended/* ^V^hatever light' hasten thrown oil 
this subje^y is d^rrved, not from the natives of 
America, bmt^from the inquisitive genius of 
their conquered; • 

When th$ people of Europe unexpectedly.Varions 
discovered a P^ew .World, removed at a vast 
distance from every part of the ancient conti- 

* ^Ven^ga's Hist of California,!. 60. 
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book and hare given a beginning to population in 
> ■ / ' that desolate continent.* But with inspect to 
^tll those systems^ ii is vain -either -to reason or 
inquire, because it is impossible to come to any 
decision. Such events as they suppose are 
barely possible, and may have happened. That 
they, ever did happen, we havfe ho : evidence, 
either from the ©lear testimony of history, or 
from the obscure intimations of tradition. . 
Oronrcsem- a; Nothing can be more Mvolbu& or uricer- 

blance of . ° 4 . 

manners, tain than the attempts to • discover ,thfc original 
of the Americans^ merely by tracing the re&em- 
43iance between their manners and th<tee of any 
particular people in the ancient coWUrient. ■ If 
we suppose twx9fi tribes^ though* placed in thg 
most remote regions of the globe J to live ih a 
climate neaarly of the same -tempeteMre^' to be 
in the « sanie state * of society, and to resemble 
each otb&* in the degree of their impro vementr, 
they must feel* the same : wants,; and* exert the 
s&me endeavoiHPs to &ujp£ly them* The same' 
r , objects iwiJJ allure, the. same passions will ani- 
inate thf m, aiwfc the satee . ideas ; asd seisiimenti 
will; tfrise in: their mjndsi The. character' and 
occupations of the >fcun*er in: America must be 
littje differentfram those of air Asiatic, who de~ 

f * 3 &ifson , $ ftemalns ofc Japliet, p. ^4o. Ancient Unhrers. 
Sltstt'vol. K.'p.'i64'.\'''P.* Feyjoo tftatwy Grilled, tbm. tI 
p..3«4, etc. Aopsta ffirt. Ufftd<pmt ©ririsj -Jab-yc* 16.. 19* 
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pends for subsistence on the chace. A tribe of Boot 
savages on the banks of the Danube must nearly 1? " 
resemble one upon the plains washed by the 
Missisippi. Instead then of presuming from; 
this similarity, that there is any affinity between 
them, we should only conclude, that the dispo- 
sition and manners of men ate formed by their 
situation, and arise from the state of society in, 
which they live. The moment that begins to. 
"tary, the character of a people must change. In 
proportion as it advances in improvement, their 
manners refine, their powers end talents are 
called forth. In eveiy part of the earth the 
progress of man hath been nearly the saipe, and 
we can trace him in his career from the rude 
simplicity of savage life, until he attains the in- 
dustry, the arts, and the elegance of polished 
society. There is nothing wonderful then in 
the similitude between the Americans and the 
barbarous nations of our continent. Had Lafi- 
tau, Garcia, and many other authors, attended 
to this, they would not have perplexed a sub- 
ject which they pretend to illustrate, by their 
fruitless endeavours to establish an affinity 
between various races of people in the old and 
, new continents, upon no other evidence than 
such a resemblance in their manners as neces- 
sarily arises from the similarity of their con- 
dition. There are, it is true, among every, 
people, some customs which, as they do not 
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book formity, which in many instances seems very 
v T , / ■ ' amazing, to the natural operation of supersti- 

tion and enthusifusim upon the weakness of the 

human mind. 
Not peopled 4. We may lay it down as a certain principle 

by any na- . . . x * 

tion highly in this inquiry, that America was ! not peopled 

•iviJized* , ' n , . . i • i 

by any nation of the ancient continent, which 
had made considerable progress in civilization, 
v The inhabitants of the New World were in a 
state of society so extremely rude, as to be un- 
acquainted with those arts wliich are the first 
essays of human ingenuity in its advance towards 
improvement. Even the most eijltivated na-* 
tions of America Were strangers to many of 
those simple inventions, which were almost 
coeval with society in other parts of the worlds 
and were known in the earliest period of civil 
life with which we have any acquaintance. Front 
this itis manifest, that the tribes which originally 
ipigrated to America, came off from nations 
which must have been no less barbarous than 
their posterity, at the time when they were first 
discovered by the Europeans. For, although 
the elegant and refined arts may decline or 
perish, amidst the violent shocks of those revo-* 
lutions and disasters to which nations are ex- 
posed, the necessary arts of life, when once they 
have been introduced among any people, are* 
never lost. None of the vicissitudes in human 
affairs affect these, and they continue to-be prac- 
. ' tised 
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tised as long as the race of men exists* If ever book 
the use of iron had been known to the savages ^^ ^ 
of America, or to their progenitors, if ever they 
liad employed a plough, a loom, or a forge, the 
utility of those inventions would have preserved 
them, and it is impossible that they should have 
been abandoned or forgotten. We may con- 
clude then, that the Americans sprung from 
some people, who were themselves in such an 
early and unimproved stage of society, as to be 
unacquainted with all those necessary arts, which 
continued to be unknown among their poste- 
rity, when first visited by the Spaniards. 

5. It appears no less evident that America Nwframtln 

_ ^ southern ro- 

was not people by any colony from the more g»°nf of °«* 
southern nations of the ancient continent. None 
of the rude tribes settled in that part erf our 
hemisphere c$n be supposed to have visited a 
country so remote. They possessed neither en- 
terprise, nor ingenuity, nor power, that could 
prompt them to undertake, or enable them to 
perform, such a distant voyage. That the more 
civilized nations in Asia or Africa are not the 
progenitors of the Americans is manifest, not 
only from the observations which I have already 
made concerning their ignorance of the most 
simple and necessary arts, but from an additional 
circumstance. Whenever any people have ex- 
perienced the advantages which men enjoy, by 
their dominion over the inferior animals, they 

VOL. II. a 
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Ijoot can neither subsist without the nourishment 
> v * ' which these afford, nor carry on any consider- 
able operation independent of their ministry and 
labor* Accotdingly, the first care of the Spa- 
niards, When they settled in America, was to 
Stodk it with all thedomesticanimals of Europe; 
and if, prior to them, the Tynans, the Cartha- 
^ghiikns, the Chinese, or any other polished 
^feople, had taken possession of that continent, 
Ve should have found there the animals pectrr 
4ia^r to those fegionfc of the globe where they 
were originally seated. <tn all America, how- 
ever, there is not one animal, tame or wild, 
Which properly belongs to the warm, or even 
the more temperate countries of the ancient 
totftinent. The caiiid, t!he dromedary, the 
liotefe, the cbW, we're as mtich unknown iti 
A#i erica, afc tfoe elephant or the Hon. From 
which it is obvious, that the people who firdt 
'settled in 'the western world did not issue from 
*the countries where those animals abound, and 
where men, from having "been long accustomed 
to their aid, would naturally consider it, tidt 
only as beneficial, but as indispensably nfecessary 
*o the improvement, and even the preservation, 
< of civil society* 

Thetwo 6. From considering the animals with which 

8ee a m n toap- America is stored, we may pondude that this 
Slaresuo nearest point of contact between the old and 
rowa^u^new continents is towards the northern ex-? 

north. 
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tettmity -of both, and that there the comrrttmi- book, 
cation was opened, wad the intercourse carried ^ / ■— ' 
on between them* All the extensive countries 
in America which lie within the tropics, or ajv 
pitoach near to them, are filled with indigenous 
animals of various kinds, entirely different from 
tfaosein the corresponding regions of theaneient 
continent* But the northern provinces of the 
New World abound with many of th£ wild 
animals which at® common in such pattaof our 
hemisphere as lie in a similar situation. The 
hear, the wolf, the fox, the hare, the deer, the 
roebuck, the elk, and several other species fre- 
quent the forests erf North America, no lidss than 
those in the north of Europe and Asia.* It 
seeims to bte evident then, that the two conti- 
nents approach each other in this quarter, and. ^ 
are either united, or so nearly adjacent, that 
these animals might pass from the one to ther 
^thear. 

7* The actual vicinity of the two tontinentsThis'asceH 
is so dearly established by modem discoveries, aurora?, 
that the chief difficulty with respect to the 
peopling of America is Removed. While those * 
immense regions, which stretch eastward froitr 
the river Oby to the sea of Kamchatka were 
unknown, or imperfectly explored, the norths 
east extremities of our hemisphere were sup- 

*. m Btiffon Hbt. Nat. is* p. 97, etc. 
Da 
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book pfcsed to be so far distant from. any part of the 
New World j that it was not easy to conceive- 
how any communication should have been car- 
ried on between them. But the Russians, hav- 
ing subjected the western part of Siberia to 
their empire, gradually extended their know-; 
ledge of that vast country, by advancing to-, 
wards the east into unknown provinces. These 1 
Were discovered by hunters in their excursions, 
after game, or by soldiers employed in levying 
the tayes, and the court of Moscow estimated 
the importance of those countries only by the! 
small addition which they made to its revenue.: 
At length Peter the Great ascended the Russian* 
throne. His enlightened, comprehensive mind r 
intent upon every circumstance that could ag-; 
grandize his empire, or render his reign illus-s 
trious, discerned consequences of those disco- 
veries, which had. escaped the observation of his 
ignorant predecessors. He perceived, that in 
proportion as the* regions of Asia extended 
towards the east, they must approach nearer to. 
America; that the communication between the 
two continents, which had long been searched 
for ipL vain, would probably be found in this 
quarter, and that by opening it some part of 
the wealth and commerce of the western world 
might be made to flow into his dominions by a 
new channel. Sdch an object suited a genius 
that delighted in grand schemes. . Peter , drew; 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



msroicr op ambricaV S7 

4ip: instructions with his own hand for protfe- b ok 
cuting this design, and gave orders for carrying * ■ « ' • 
it into execution.* 

His successors adopted his ideas, and pursued 
his plan. The officers whom the Russian court 
employed in this service, had to struggle with 
so many difficulties, that their progress was ex- 
tremely stow. Encouraged by some faint tra- 
ditions among the people of Siberia, concerning 
a successful voyage in the year one thousand six 
hundred and forty-eight, round the north-east 
promontory of Asia, they attempted to follow 
the same course. Vessels were fitted out, with 
this view, at different times, from the rivers 
Lena and Kolyma ; but in a frozen ocean, 
which ; nature seems not to have destined for 
navigation, they were exposed t6 many disasters, 
without being able to accomplish their purpose. 
No vessel fitted out by the Russian court ever 
doubled this formidable Cape;f we are indebted 
for what is known of those extreme regions of 
Asia, to the discoveries made in excursions by 
land. In all those provinces an opinion prevails, 
that there are countries of great extent and fer- 
tility, which lie at no considerable distance frdrft 
their own coasts. These, the Russians imagined 

,- * Muller Voyages et Deconrerte$ par les Rass&J'tom. I. } 
p. V5, l4l « 

fSeeWOTEXlV. '- ^ 
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nooi to fee part of America: and several cireum*- 

IV 

stances concurred not only in confirming them 
in this belief, but in persuading them that some 
portion *>f that continent could not be very 
remote. Trees of various kinds, unknown in 
those naked regions of Asia, .are driven upon 
the coast by an easterly wind. By the same 
wind, floating ice ia brought thither in a few 
days.; flights of birds arrive annually from the 
same quarter; and a tradition obtains *mong 
the inhabitants, of an intercourse formerly cai?^ 
Vied on with some countries situated to the east 
After weighing all these particulars, aw! 
comparing the position of the countries in Asia 
which bad been discovered, with such parts im 
the north-west of America as w«re already 
known, the Russian court formed a plan, wfykh - 
would have hardly occurred to a nation lesa 
accustomed to engage in arduous undertakings^ 
and to contend with great difficulties. Orders, 
were issued to build two vessels at the small 
village of Ocbote, situated on the sea of Kam- 
chatka, to sail on a voyage of discovery- 
Though that dreary uncultivated region fur- 
nished nothing that could be of use in construct- 
ing them, but some larch trees; though not 
only the iron, the cordage, the sails, and all the 
jnpnerous articles requisite for their eqwpflient,. 
but the provisions for victualling them wereto be 
carried through the immense d&ex&af 8Hie-*> 
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nBjdown rivers of difficult navigation^ and along 
roads almost impassable, the mandate of the so- 
vereign, and the perseverance of the people, at 
last surmounted every obstacle. Two vessel^ rflu 
vm finished, and, under the command of the ""*** 
captains Behring and Tschirikow, sailed from* 
Kamchatka^ in quest of the New World, in a 
quarter where it had never been approached. 
They shaped their eourse towards the east; anct 
though a storm soqn separated the vessels, whicl^ 
never rejoined, and many disasters befel them* 
the expectations from the voyage were not alto- 
gether frustrated. Each of the pom/panders* 
discovered land, which to tjiem appeared to bo * 

part of the American continent; and accords 
ing to their observations, it seems to be situated 
within a few degreees Qf the north-west coast of 
California. Each set some of his people ashore j 
but in one place the inhabitants fled as the* 
Russian* approached j in another, they carried 
off those wholanded, and destroyed their boats.. 
The violence of the weather, sjid t)ie bistres* 
qf their crews, obliged* both captains to quit 
this inhospitable coast, In their return they" 
touched at several islands, yrhich stretch in % 
$hain from east to west between the country 
which they ha4 discovered and the coast of Asia.. 
They had some intercourse witk the natives^ 
who seemed to them tp resemble the North 
Americans. Tljey presented tp the Russians 
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book the calumet, or pipe of peace, which is a symbol 
> -«-*v^' of friendship universal among the people of 
North America, and an usage of arbitrary ilk- 
stitution, peculiar to them. 

Though the islands of this New Archipelago 
have been frequented since that time by the 
Russian hunters, the court of St. Petersburgh, 
during a period of more than forty years, seems 
to have relinquished every thought of prosecu- 
ting discoveries in that quarter. But in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight, it 
was unexpectedly resumed. The Sovereign, who 
had been lately seated on the throne of Peter 
the Great, possessed the genius and talents of 
her illustrious predecessor. During the ope- 
rations of the most arduous and extensive war 
in which the Russian empire /was ever engaged, 
she formed schemes and executed undertakings, 
to which more limited abilities would have been 
, incapable of attending but amidst the leisure of 

pacific times. A new voyage of discovery from 
the eastern extremity of Asia was planned, and 
captain Krenitzin and lieutenant Levasheff were 
appointed to command the two vessels fitted out 
for that purpose. In their voyage outward they 
held nearly the same course with the former na- 
vigators, they touched at the same islands, ot>- 
served their situation and productions more 
carefully, and discovered several new islands, 
with which Behring and Tschirikow had no% 
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fallen in. Though they did not proceed so far book 
to the east as to revisit the country which > / ' 
Behring and Tschirikow supposed to be part of 
{he American continent, yet, by returning in a 
course considerably to the north of theirs, they 
corrected some capital mistakes into which their 
predecessors had falleh, and have contributed to 
facilitate the progress of future navigators in 
those Seas.* 

Thus the possibility of a communication be- 
tween the continents in this quarter rests no 
longer upon mere conjecture, but is established 
by undoubted evidence.f Some tribe, or some 
families of wandering Tartars, from the restless 
spirit peculiar to their race, might migrate to 
the nearest islands, and, rude as their knowledge 
of navigation was, might, by passing from one 
to the other, reach at length the coast of Ame- 
rica, and give a beginning to population in that 
continent. The distance between the Marian 
or Ladrone islands and the nearest land in Asia, 
is greater than that between the part of America 
which the Russians dicovered, and the coast of 
Kamchatka; and yet the inhabitants of those 
islands are manifestly of Asiatic extract. If} 
notwithstanding their remote situation, we ad- 
mit that the Marian islands were peopled from 

* See NOTE XXV. 

f Midler's Voyages, torn. I aiS, etc. 267, 276, v 
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BftOK oar continent, distance alone is no reason why 
we should hesitate about admitting that the 
Americans may derive their original from the 
same source. It is probable that future navi- 
gators in those seas, by steering farther to the 
north, may find that the continent of America 
approaches still nearer to Asia. According to 
the information of the barbarous people who 
inhabit the country about the north-east pro- 
jnontoiy of Asia, there liea^ off the coast, a 
small island, to which they s^il in less than a 
day. From that, they can descry a large conti- 
nent, which, according to then- description, is 
covered with forests, and possessed by people, 
whose language they do not understand.* By 
them they are supplied with the skins of mar- 
tens, an animal unknown in the northern parts 
of Siberia, and which is never found but in 
countries abounding with trees* If we^ could 
rely on this account, we might conclude, that 
the American continent is separated from ours, 
only by a yarrow strait, and all the difficulties 
with respect to the communication between 
them would vanish. What could be offered 
only as a conjecture when this History was first 
published, is now known to be certain. The 
:pear approach of the two continents to each 
other has been discovered and traced in a voyage 

* Holler's Voytgeg >t Decopv. v afiB^ 
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kndertaken upon principles so pure and so li- >o o R 
beral, and conducted with so much professional ■->: '■ * 
4kitt, as reflect lustre upon tfor reign of the 
Sovereign by whom It was planned!, and do 
honor to the officers entrusted with the exe- 
cution of it.* 

It is likewise evident from recent discoveries^ Another m 

. , communi— 

that aft intercourse between our continent and cation br 
America might be carried on with no less fa- w Lt. 
.cility from t he north-west extremities of Europe. 
As early as the ninth century, the Norwegians A# D g^ 
discovered Greenland, and planted colonies 
there* The communication with that country, 
after a long interruption, was renewed in the 
last century. Some Lutheran and Moravian 
\misstonaiies, prompted by seal for propagating 
toe Christian faith, have ventured to settle in 
4his frozen and uncultivated region f To them 
.we are indebted for much curious information 
with respect to its nature and inhabitants. We 
learn, that the north-west coast of Greenland 
is separated from America by a very narrow 
strait ; that, at the bottom of the bay 4nto 
which this strait conducts, it is highly probable 
that they are uwtedjt that the inhabitants of 

* Set ROTE XVI. 

t Craau' Hist, of GreeoL L a4*> a£i Prerot Wau Gen, 

des Voyages, torn. xv. i5a ; not. (96.) 
} Eggede ; p. a, 3» 
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book the two countries have some intercourse witK 
N " * ' — ' one another; that the Esquimaux of America 
perfectly resemble the Greenlanders in their 
aspect, dress, and mode of living; that some 
sailors, who had acquired the knowledge of a 
few words in the Greenlandish language, re- 
ported that these were understood by the Esqui- 
A.D.1764, maux; that, at length, a Moravian missionary, 
well acquainted with the language of Green- 
land, having visited the country of the Esqui- f 
maux, found, to his astonishment, that they ■ 
spoke the same language withe the Greenlanders, ••* 
that they were in every respect the same people, 
and he was accordingly received and enter- 
tained by them as a friend and a brother.* 

By these decisive facts, not only the consan- 
guinity of the Esquimaux and Greenlanders is 
established, but the possibility of peopling Ame- 
rica from the north of Europe is demonstrated. 
If the Norwegians, in a barbarous age, when 
science had not begun to dawn in the north of 
Europe, possessed such naval skill as to open a 
communication with Greenland, their ancestors, 
as touch addicted to raving by sea, as theTartars 
are to wandering by land, might, at some more 
remote period, accomplish the same voyage, and 
settle a colony there, whose descendants might, 
in progress of time, migrate into America. But 

* Grants Hist, of GreeiJ.p. 26 1, 262* 
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if, instead of venturing to sail directly from book 
their own coast to Greenland, we suppose that > / '^ 
the Norwegians held a more cautious course, 
and advanced from Shetland to the Feroe 
Islands, and from them to Iceland, in all which 
they had planted colonies, their progress may 
have been so gradual, that this navigation can- 
not be considered as either longer or more 
hazardous, than those voyages which that hardy 
and enterprising race of men is known to have 
performed in every age. 

8. Though it be possible that America may Probably 
have received its first inhabitants from our con- from the 
tinent, either by the north-west -of Europe or* * 
the north-east of Asia, there seems to be good 
reason for supposing that the progenitors of all, 
the American nations, from Cape Horn to the 
southern confines of Labrador, migrated from 
the latter rather than the former. The Esqui- 
maux are the only people in America, who^ 
in their aspect or character, bear any resem-. 
blance to the northern Europeans. They are 
manifestly a race of men, distinct from all the 
nations of the American continent, in language, 
in disposition, and in habits of life. Their ori- " 
ginal, then, may warrantably be traced up to 
that source which I have pointed out. But, 
among all the other inhabitants of America, 
there is such a sriking similitude in the form of 
their bodies, and the qualities of their minds r 
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book Hut, notwithstanding the diversities occasioned 
by the influence of climate, <ir unequal progress 
in improvement, we must pronounce them to 
fee descended from one source. There may be a 
vw&ety in the shades, but we can everywhere 
trace the same original color. Each tribe has 
something peculiar which distinguishes it, but 
mall of them we discern certain features com- 
mon to the wibole race. It is remarkable, that 
ki«?nery peculiarity, whether in their persons or 
dispositions, which characterise th£ Americans, 
they hai^e ioasne resemblance to the rude tribes 
scattered over the iaortit-^ast of Asia, but almost 
none to the nations settled in the northern ex- 
tremities of Eufcope, We may, therefore, refer 
tfuem to the former origin, and Conclude that 
their Asiatic progenitors, having settled in those 
parts of America, where the Russians have dis- 
covered the proximity of the two continents, 
spread .gradually o*rer its various regions. This 
account of the progress of population in Ame- 
rica, coincides with the traditions of the Mex- 
icans concerning their own origin, which, im- 
perfect as they are, were preserved with more 
accuracy, and merit greater credit, than those 
<rf any people in' the New World. According 
to them, their ancestors came from a remote 
country, situated to the north-^west of Mexico. 
The Mexicans point out their various stations 
qs they advanced from this, into the interior; 
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provinces, and it is precisely the same rotate book 
which they must have held, if they had been * - / ■■ ' 
emigrants from Asia. The Mexitians, in de- 
scribing the appearance of their progenitors, 
their manners and Jiabits of life at that period, 
exactly delineate those of the rude Tartars, from 
whom I suppose them %o have sprung.* 

Thaas hove I finished a disquisition which has 
keen deemed of so much importance, that it 
would have heen improper to omit it in writing 
the history of America. 1 have ventured t* 
inqmxe, but without prasuming to decide* Sa* 
tisfied with offering conjectures, I pretend not 
to establish any system. When an investigation 
is, (ram its nature, so intricate and obscure, 
4hat it is impossible to arrive at conclusions 
which are certain, there may be some merit in 
pointing out .such as are probable.^ 

The condition and c&amftier of the American Condition 
Inatkras, at lihe time when they became known ter of the 
io the Europeans, deserve ^rnore, attentive oon^ 
sideratkwri than the inquiry ©omjernsbjg their 
original. The latter is merely an object e*f 
curiosity ; the former is one xrf the most im*- 
portatft as -weil as instructive researches whkh 

* Acosta Hist Nat. «t Mop. .lib. tu< c. 2, <elfc. Genroia 
Ortgea de-losludios, lib. v. c. 3. Torquemada Monar. Ind. * 
lib. \, c. 2,eJc. Boturini Benaduci Idea de una Hist, -de la 
jLmer. Septeatr. §. xvii. p. 127. » 

f Memoires surla Louisiane, parDumont ; torn. i. p. iig< 
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book can occupy the philosopher or historian. In 
order to complete the history of the human 
mind, and attain to a perfect knowledge of its 
nature and operations, we must contemplate 
man in all those various situations wherein he 
has been placed* " We must follow him in his 
progress through the different stages of society, 
ks he gradually advances from tjie infant state 
of civil life towards its maturity and decline!. 
,We must observe, at each period, how the fa- 
culties of his understanding Unfold, we must 
attend to the efforts of his active powers, watch 
the various movements of desire and affection, 
as they rise in his breast, and mark whither 
they tend, and with what ardor they are ex- 
erted. The philosophers and historians of an- 
cient Greece and Rome, our guides in this as 
well as evei*y other disquisition, had only a 
limited view of thi%§ubject, as they had hardly 
any opportunity of surveying man in.his rudest 
and most early state. In all those regions of 
the earth with which they were well acquainted, 
civil society had made considerable advances, 
and nations had finished a good part of their 
career before they began to observe them- The 
Scythians and Germans, the rudest people of 
whom any ancient author has transmitted to us 
an authentic account, possessed flocks and herbs, 
had acquired property of various kinds, and, 
jyhen compared with mankind in their primitive 

state, 
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ttate, may be reckoned to hare attained to a * o o * 
great degree of civilization* > »* + 

But the discovery of the New World en*L«wim- 
larged the sphere of contemplation, and .pre* many part 
dented nations to our view, in staged of their * # 
progress, much less advanced than those wherein 
they have been observed in our continent. In 
America, man appears under the rudest form 
in which we can conceive him to subsist Wt 
behold communities just beginning to \Jhite, and 
may examine the sentiments and actions of hu? 
tnan beings in the iniancy of social life, While 
they feel but imperfectly the force of its ties, 
and have scarcely relinquished their native li* 
berty. That state of primte val simplicity, which 
*vas» known in our continent only by the fan?* 
eifut description of poets, really existed in the 
«ether. The greater part of its inhabitants* were 
strangers to industry and labor, ignorant of 
.arts, imperfectly acquainted with the nature o£ 
•property, and enjoying almost without restrifch 
^iono** control the blessings which flowed spon- 
taneously from the bounty of nature* There 
<were only two nations in this vast dcmtinent 
wMeh had emerged from this rude state^ and 
had mAde any considerable progress in acquiring 
the ideas, and adopting the institutions, which 
belong to polished societies. Their government 
and manners will fall naturally under our re- 
m&vf in relating the discovery and conquest o£ 
vox,, ii, s 
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book the Mexican and Peruvian empires; and we 
x / ■■ ' shall have there an opportunity of contem- 
plating, the Americans in the state of highest 
improvement to which they ever attained. 
This in- j±x present, our attention and researches shall 

qmry con- * / 

fined to be turned to the small independent tribes which 

the raciest . . 

tiibes. occupied every other part of America. Among 
these, though with some diversity in their cha- 
racter, their manners, and institutions, the state 
of society was nearly similar, and so extremely 
rude, that the denomination of Savage may be 
applied to them all. In a general history of 
America, it would be highly improper to de- 
scribe the condition of each petty community, 
or to investigate evfery minute circumstance 
which contributes to form the character of iu 
members. , Such an inquiry would lead to 
details of immeasurable and tiresome extent. 
The qualities belonging to the people of all the 
different tribes have such a near resemblance, 
that they may be painted with the same features. 
Where any circumstances seem to constitute a 
diversity in their character and manners worthy 
t>f attention, it will be sufficient to point these 
out as they occur, and tor inquire into the cause 
of such peculiarities. 
*f ^a? 1 * ** * s extreme ty difficult to procure satisfying 

liforma- ; an d authentic information concerning nations 
while they remain uncivilized. To discover 
.their true character under this rude form, and 



wu. 
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to select the features by which they are distin- iooi 
guish^d, requires an observer possessed of no ■» « ; ■■ ' 
less impartiality than discernment. Fat, in 
every stage of society ,. the faculties, the senti- 
ments and desires of, men are so accommodated 
to their own state, that they become standards 
of excellence to themselves, they affix the idea 
of perfection and happiness to those attainments 
which resemble their own, and wherever- the 
objects and enjoyments to which they have 
been accustomed are wanting, confidently pro-r 
nounce a people to be barbarous and miserable. 
Hence the mutual contempt with which the 
members of communities, unequal i# their de- 
grees of improvement, regard each other. . Po-* 
lished nations, conscious of the advantages which 
they derive from their knowledge and arts, are 
apt to view rude nations with peculiar scorn^ 
and, in the pride of superiority, will hardly 
allow either their occupations, their feelings, ot 
their pleasures, to be worthy of men* It has 
seldpm been the lot of communities, in their 
early and unpolished state, to fall under the obr 
servation of persons endowed with force of mind 
superior to vulgar prejudices, and capable of 
contemplating man, under whatever aspeq^he 
appears, with a candid and discerning eye, 
. The Spaniards, who first visited America, Fromttain. 
and who had opportunity of beholding its va- the firstd* 
rious. tribes while entire and ttwsttbdued* att^"^*™- 
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book before any change had been madte in their ide*» 
or manners by intercourse with a race of meii 
much advanced beyond them in improvement^ 
were f» from possessing the qualities requisite 
for observing the Striking spectacle presented to 
their view. Neither the age in which they lived, 
nor the naticta to which they belonged, had 
made such progress in true science, as inspire* 
enlarged and liberal sentiments. The conque- 
*<*rsofthe New World were mostly illiterate 
adventurers, destitute of all the ideas which 
tfhould have directed them in Contemplating ob- 
jects so extremely different from those with 
Which they were acquainted. Surrounded con- 
tinually with danger, or struggling with hard* 
fthips, they had little leisure, and less capacity, 
fei* any speculative inquiry. Eager to take pos- 
session of a country of such extent and opu~» 
fence, and happy in finding it occupied by in-* 
habitants so incapable to defend it, they hastily 
pronounced them to be a wretched order of 
ftien, formed merely for servitude j and were 
inore employed in (imputing the profits of their 
labor, than in inquiring into the operations of 
their minds, or the reasons of their customs and 
institutions. f the persons who penetrated at 
subsequent periods into the interior provinces,' 
to Which the knowledge and devastations of the 
first conquerors did not reach, were generally 
jtf a similar character; brave and enterprising 
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^fl a» high degree, but 3*0 i*ninforaed~a$ toj* 9 QOK 
Jit tie qualified either for observing or dss^ftiug ww, 
what theylbehejd. 

r. Not only the incapacity, but the preji^pi^ And their 
of the Spaniards, render their accounts pf thp pre ^ a ce * 
people pf America extremely defective. Soon 
after they planted colonies in their n?w epn*- 
quests, a difference in opinion arose with re#* 
pect to the treatment of the natives, One pjtrty^ 
sojicitous to render their servitude perpetual, 
represented them as a brutish, obstinate racfp 
incapable either of acquiring jreligious know*? 
Jedge, or of being trained to the functions of 
pociaj }j£e< X^w other, full of pious concent 
for their conversion, contended that, though 
rude and ignorant, they were gentle, affec- 
tionate, docile, and by proper -instructions and 
regulations might be formed gradually into 
good Christians and useful ^citizens. This con** * 
Jxoversy, as I have fdready related, was carried 
pn with all the warmth which is natural, when 
Attention to interest <m thp one hand, and reli- 
,giou£ ^eal op the other, animate the disputants* 
jMogt of the laity espoused the former opinion^ 
all the ecclesiastic* w@re advocate* for the lattery 
and we shall uniformly find that, accordingly 
as an author belonged t$ cither pf these parties 
h& is apt to minify the virtues ox a^ggravate 
Ihe defects of the Americans far beyond truth* 
Those repugnant account* incroa&e the difl£r 
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book fitiity of attaining a perfect knowledge of their 

v i / character^ and render it necessary to peruse all 

the descriptions of them by Spanish writers, 
with distrust,. arid to receive their information 
with some grains of allowance. 
r Andfrom. : Almost two centuries elapsed after the dis- 
of p^ioto^ cp very of America, before the manners of its in- 
P era. habitants attracted, in any considerable degree; 
the attention of philosophers. At length, they 
discovered that the contemplation 'of the eon-* 
dition and character of the Americans in their 
original state, tended to complete our know- 
ledge of the human species, might enable us to 
fill up a considerable chasm in the history of 
its progress, and lead to speculations no less 
curious than important. They entered upon 
this new field erf study with great ardor; but, 
instead of throwing light upon the subject, they 
* have contributed, in some degree, to involve it 
iij additional obscurity. Too impatient to in- 
quire, they hastened to decide j and began to 
erect systems, when they should have been 
searching for facts on which to establish their 
foundations. Struck with the appearance of 
degeneracy in the human species throughout 
the New World, and astonished at beholding a 
vast continent occupied by a naked, feeble^ and 
ignorant race of men, some authors of great 
name have maintained, that this part of the 
globe had but lately emerged from the sea, andj 
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'fcecome fit for the residence of man; that every 1*0 o k 
thing in it bore marks of a recent original ; and 
that its inhabitants, 1 lately called into existence, 
and still at the beginning of their career, were 
"unworthy to be* compared with the people 0$ 
a more ancient and improved continent.* Others 
have imagined, that, under the influence of ai* 
unkindly climate, which checks and enervates 
the principle of life, man never attained* in 
America the perfection which belongs to his 
i^rture, but remained an animal, of an inferior 
order, defective in the vigor of his bodily frame, 
and destitute of sensibility, as well as of force,- 
in the operations of his mind.f In opposition 
to both these, other philosophers have supposed 
that man arrives at his highest dignity and ex- 
cellence long before he reaches a state of refine- 
ment; and, in the rude simplicity of savage life, 
displays an elevation of sentiment, an indepen^ 
dence of mind, and a warmth of attachment, for 
which it is vain to search among the members 
of polished societies.:): They seem to consider 
that as the most perfect state of man which is 
the least civilized. They describe the manners 
of the rude Americans with such rapture, as if 
they proposed them for models to the rest o£ 

* M. de Buffon Hist. Nat. iii. 484, etc. ix* ip5. 1 14. 
. + M. deP. RechercbesPhilos. sur les Americ. passim. 
} M. Rousseau. 
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9 q k the speeiefe, The*e contradictory theories hmnf 



IV. 



been proposed with equal confidence, and un- 
common powers of genius and eloquence have 
been exerted, in order to dothe them with an 
Appearance of truth. 

As all those circumstances concur in render- 
yog an inquiry into the state of the rude nation* 
&i America intricate and obscure, it is neces- 
ijary to carry it on with caution* When guided 
in our researches by the intelligent observa- 
tions of the few philosophers who have visited 
this part of the globe, we may venture to de- 
cide, When obliged to have recourse to the 
superficial remarks of vulgar travellers, of siuk 
lors, traders, bucaniers, and missionaries, we 
9tust often pause, and comparing detached facts* 
endeavour to discover what they wanted saga-* 
pity to observe. Without indulging conjee-* 
ture, or betraying a propensity to either system^ 
we must study with equal care to avoid the ex- 
tremes of extravagant admiration, or of super- 
cilioua contempt for those manners which we 
describe, 
MnWUb- In order to conduct this inquiry with greater 

•ervedinthe , .. i , i . -, , ., 

Inquiry, accuracy, it should be rendered as simple as 
possible. Man existed as an (individual before 
he became the member of a community? and 
the qualities which belong to him under hia 
former capacity should be known, before we 
proceed to examine those which arise from the. 
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Jstte* relation. This is peculiarly necessary in b * o k 
ifivestigalingthennuineFgofrudenjitiaw. Their >«■■», W' 
political union is so incomplete, their civil in- 
stitutions and regulations so few, so simple, and 
of such slender authority, that men in this 
ktate ought to be viewed rather as independent 
agents, than as members of a regular society. 
The character of a savage resulte almost entirely, 
from his sentiments or feelings as an indivi- 
dual, and is but little influenced by his imper- 
fect subjection to government and order. I 
•hall conduct my researches concerning the 
manners of the Americans in this nature,} order, 
proceeding gradually from what is. simple to 
ytrhat is njore complicated. 

I shall consider, I. The bctiily constitution 
Of the Americans in those regions now under 
review. IL The qualities of their minds. 
III. Their domestic state. IV. Their political 
state and institutions. V. Their system of war, 
and public security. VI. The arts with which 
they were acquainted. VII, Thear religious 
ideas and institutions, VHI. Such singular de* 
tached customs as are not reducible to any of 
the former heads. IX. I shall conclude with; a 
general review and estimate of their trirtnes 
Wid defects. -. , 

c I. The bodily constitution of the Americana, The const*- 
~-The human body is less affected by climate Xeirbodie*. 
tft«n that of any other aUini^l, Some animkls 
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book are confined to a particular region of the glohey 
and cannot exist beyond it; others, though they^ 
may be brought to bear the injuries of a climate 
foreign to them, cease to multiply when carried 
out of that district which Nature destined to her 
their mansion. Even such as seem capable of 
being naturalized in various climates, feel the^ 
effect of every remove from their proper sta- 
tion, and gradually dwindle and degenerate* 
from the vigor and perfection peculiar to their 
species. .Man is the only living creature whose 
frame is at once so hardy and so flexible, that 
he can spread over the whole earth, become the 
inhabitant of every region,, and thrive and mul- 
tiply under every climate. Subject, however 
to the general law of Nature, the human body 
is not entirely exempt from the operation of 
climate; and when exposed to the extreme* 
either of heat or cold, its size or vigor dimi- 
nishes. 

Complex- The first appearance of the inhabitants of the 
New World, filled the discoverers with suck 
astonishment, that they were apt to imagine 
them a race of men different from those of the 
other hemisphere. Their complexion is of a 
reddish brown, nearly resembling the color of 
copper.* The hair of their heads is always 
black, long, coarse, and uncurled. They have 

"Oviedo Somario, p. 46/0. life of Columbus, c. a4. 
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310 beard, and every part of their body is per- 
fectly smooth. Their persons are of a full 
size, extremely straight, and well proportioned.* 
Their features a»e regular, though often dis- 
torted by absurd endeavours to improve the 
beauty of their natural form, #r to render their 
aspect more dreadful to their enemies. In the More 
islands, -where four-footed animals were both fecW * 
few and small, and the earth yielded her pro- 
ductions almost spontaneously, the constitution 
of the natives, neither braced by the abtive 
exercises of the chace, nor invigorated by the 
Jabor of cultivation, was extremely feeble and 
languid. On the continent, where the forests 
abound with game of various kinds, and the 
chief occupation of many tribes was to pursue 
it, the human frame acquired greater firmness. 
SStill, however, the Americans were more re- 
markable for agility than strength. They re- 
sembled beasts of prey, rather than animals 
formed for labor.f They were not only averse 
to toil, but incapable of it; and when roused by 
force from their native indolence ? and. com- 
pelled to work, they sunk under tasks which 
the people of the other continent would have 
performed with ease4 This feebleness of con- 

'. * See NOTE XVIT. 

+ See NOTE XVJH. 

% Oviedo Som. p. 5i, C. Voy. de Correal/ ii. i3S« 
Wafer's Description; p.' i3 ju 
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boo* sfcUution was universal among the inhabitant* 
^— /m/ of those regions in America which we are aur-* 
veying, and may be considered as characteristic 
of the species there.* 

The beardless countenance and smooth akm 
of the American».seems to indicate a defeat of 
vigor, occasioned by some vice in hi$ feamey 
He is destitute of one sign of manhood and of 
strength. This peculiarity, by which the inha- 
bitants of the New World are distinguished 
Irtom the people of all other nations, cannot b+ 
attributed, as some traveller* have supposed, to 
their mode of subsistenoe.f For though thfr 
food of many Americans be extremely insipid, 
as they are altogether unacquainted with the 
<use of salt, rude tribes in other parts of th* 
jearth have subsisted on aliments equally simply 
•without this mark of degradation, or any a$pa*» 
*ent symptom of a diminution in tibfeir vigor. 
u«* ftppe- ; As the external form of the Americans lead* 
mc ' <us to suspect that there is some natural debility 
in their frame, the smallness of their appetite for 
food has. been mentioned by many authors as a 
confirmation of this suspicion, The quantity of 
ibod which men. consume varies according to 

* B. Las Casas Brev. Relac, p 4* Torqvem Mcnjaiv 
t 58o. Oriedo Somxnario, p. 4u Histor, lib* iuu c% (L 
Bterrcpa,flec. l.lib. ix. c.5« S$m<m, p. 4i. 

i Charley, Hist, de Hoat. Fr» iuu 3w^ 
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the temperature <tf tlie climate in which they loot 
live, the degree of activity which they exert, > ' ■ ;/ ■» 
Jtnd the natural vigor of their constitutions* 
Under, the enervating heat of the torrid zone, 
and when men pass their days in indoltnce and 
ease, they require less nourishment than th* 
Active inhabitants of temperate or oold coun* 
tries. But neither the warmth of their climate, 
hor their extreme laziness, will account for tha 
Uncommon delect of appetite among the Arae* 
ricans. The Spaniards Were astonished with 
Observing this, not only in the islands, but iq 
several parts of the continent The constitu- 
tional temperance of the natives far exceeded* 
In their opinion, the abstinence of the most 
mortified hermits;* while^ on the other hand^ 
the appetite *of the Spaniards appeared to the 
Americans insatiably voracious ; and they a£* 
firmed, that one Spaniard devoured more 
food in a day than was sufficient for ten Ame* 
iricans.f > 

A proof of some feebleness in their inane; t*"****- 

x mence at 

itill more striking, is the insensibility of thfe desire. 
Americans to. the charms of beauty, and tha 
power of love. That passion which WAS destined 

* Ramusio. in. So^ F. 3o% l A. Simon ConqpisU, felt t 
f. 3g. Hakiajr^iii. 468. &*&> 

t Herma, de«. 1, lib. & * \$* - J :'-,>i 
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BOOK to perpetuate life, to be the bond of social 
^ union, and the source of tenderness and joy, is 
the most ardent in the human breast. Though 
the perils and hardships of the savage state, 
though Excessive fatigue, on some occasions, and 
the difficulty at all times of procuring subsistence, 
may seem to be adverse to this passion, and tq 
have a tendency to abate its vigor, yet the 
rudest nations in every other part of the globe 
seem to feel its influence more powerfully than 
the. inhabitants of the New World. The negro 
glows with all the warmth pf desire natural to 
his climate ; and the most uncultivated Asiatics 
discover that sensibility, which, from their situa- 
tion on the globe, we should expect them to 7 
Have felt. But the Americans are, in an amaz- 
ing degree, strangers to the force of this first 
instinct of nature. In every part of the New 
World the natives treat their wofnen with cold- 
ness and indifference. They are neither the 
objects of that tender attachment which takes 
place in civilized society, nor of that ardent 
desire, conspicuous among rude nations. Even 
in climates where this passion usually acquires 
its greatest yigor, the /savage of America views 
his female with disdain, as an animal, of a less 
noble species. He is at no pains to win her 
favor by the assiduity of courtship, and still 
Jess solicitous to preserve it by indulgence and 
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v gentleness.* Missionaries themselves, notwith- b o ox 
* standing the austerity of monastic ideas, cannot >, v * 
^refrain from expressing their astonishment at ' 
the dispassionate coldness of th^ American young 
men in their intercourse with the other sex.f 
Nor is this reserve to be ascribed to any opinion 
which they entertain with respect to the merit 
of female chastity. That is an idea too refined 
vfor a savage, an<J suggested by a delicacy of 
sentiment and affection to which he is a 
stranger. 

But in inquiries concerning either the bodily Reflection* 
or mental qualities of particular races of men, I^OiweT** 
there is not a more common or more seducing 
error, than tfcat of ascribing to a single cause, 
those characteristic, peculiarities, which are the 
effect of the combined operation of many causes. 
The climate and soil of America differ, in so 
many respects, from those of, the other hemi- 
sphere, and this difference is so obvious and 
striking, that philosophers of great v eminence 
have laid hold on this as sufficient to account 

* Hennepin Moenrs des Sauvages, 3a, etc Rochefort 
Hist, des Isles Antilles, p. 46i. Voyage de Coreal, ii. i4i. 
Ramusio, ill. 309. F. Lqzano Descr. del Gran Chaeo, 71. 
Falkner's Descr. of Patagon. p. 125. Lettere di P. Cataneo 
*p Muratori H Christian. Felice, i. 3o5. 

t ChanValon.' p. 5i.- Lettr. Edif. torn. xxir. 3i8. 
"Terttfe, ii. £77. Venegas, J. Si. IUW Bjtf, d« loa 
-TriufnL p. 11. j -w 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



£4 Mwroitir 6p Ammex* 

BOdt for what i$ peculiar in the constitution of ltd life* 
habitants. They rest on physical causes alone^ 
and consider the feeble frame and languid desir* 
<rf the Americans, as consequences of the tem- 
perament of that portion erf the globe whiph 
they occupy. But the influences of political 
and moral cause* ought not to hare been over- 
looked. These operate with no less effect than 
that on which many philosophers rest as a foil 
explanation of the singular appearances which 
have been mentioned. Wherever the state of 
Aociety is such as to create many wants and 
desires^ which eannot be satisfied without regular 
exertions of industry, the body accustomed to 
labor becomes robust and patient of fatigue. 
In a more simple state where the demands of 
•men are so few and so moder&te, that they may 
'be gratified, almost without any effort, by the 
spontaneous productions of nature, the powers 
of the body are not called forth nor can they 
attain their pnoper strength. The natives of 
Chili and of North-America, the two temperate 
regions in the New World, who live by hunt- 
f ing, may be deemed an active and vigorous 
race when compared with the inhabitants of thfe 
isles, or of those parts of the continent where 
hardly any labor is requisite to procure sub- 
sistence* Tke exertions of a hunter are not 
-howevwy se regulator sp continued, as thoafc 
of persons employed in the culture of the 

earth, 
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fcarth, or in the various arts of civilised life, BOOK 

IV* 

fcrid though his agility may be greater than 
theirs, his strength is on the whole inferior* 
If another direction Were given to the active 
powers of man in the New World, and hia 
force augmented by exetcise, he might acquire 
a degree of vigor which he does not in hia 
present state possess. The truth of this is eon-* 
firmed by experience. Wherever the Americans 
have been gradually accustomed to hard labor, 
their constitutions become robust, and they hav& 
been found # capable of performing such tasks, 
as seemed not only to exceed the p9Wers of such, 
a feeble frame as has been deemed peculiar to 
their country, but to equal any effort of tie 
natives either of Africa or of Europe** 

The same reasoning will apply to what haa 
been observed concerning their slender demand 
for food. As a proof that this should b$ 
ascribed as much to their extreme indolence, and 
often total want of occupation, as to any thing 
peculiar in the physical structure of their bodies, 
it has been observed, that in those districts, 
where the people of America are, obliged to 
exert any unusual effort of activity, in order to 
procure subsistence, or wherevedr they are em- 
ployed in severe labor, their appetite is not 
inferior to that of other men, and, in some 

' * See IJOTE XIX. * ... 

VOL. II. jp 
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book places, it has struck observers as iremaikably 
voracious*. 

T!M operation of political ®nd moral causes 
is still more Conspicuous, in modifying the de** 
gree of attachment between the sexes. In a 
state of high civilization, this passion, inflamed 
by restraint, refined by delicacy, and cherished 
by fashion, occupies and engrosses the heart. 
It is no longer a simple instinct of nature ; sen- 
timent heightens the ardor of desire, and the 
most tender emotions of which our frame is 
susceptible, soothe and agitate the soul. This 
description, however, applies only to those, who, 
fey their situation, are exempted from the cares 
and labors of life. Among persons of inferior 
order, who are doomed by their condition to 
incessant toil, the dominion of this passion is less 
violent ; their solicitude to procure subsistence, 
and to provide for the first demand of nature, 
leave little leisure for attending to its second 
call. But if the nature of the intercourse be- 
tween the sexes varies so much in persons of 
different rank in polished societies, the condition 
of man, wl^le he remains uncivilized, must oc- 
casion a variation still more apparent. We may 
well suppose, that amidst the hardships, the 
dangers, and the simplicity of savage life, where 

* Gnmilla, ii. 12. 70. aty. Lafitau, i. 5i5. Ovalle Church* 
ji. 81. Mwfttori; i. ag5. 
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subsistence is always precarious and often scanty, B (M) r 
where men are almost continually engaged in the > 
pursuit of their enemies, or in guarding against 
theirattacks, and where neither dress nor reserve 
are employed as arts of female allurement, that 
the attention of the Americans to their women 
would be extremely feeble, without imputing 
this solely to any physical defect or degradation 
in their frame. 

It is accordingly observed, that in those 
countries of America, where, from the fertility 
of the soil, the mildness of the climate, or some 
farther advances which the natives have made 
in improvement, the means of subsistence are 
more abundant, and the hardships of savage life 
are less severely felt, the animal passion of the 
sexes becomes more ardent. Striking examples 
of this occur among some tribes seated on the 
banks of greit rivers well stored with food, 
among others who are masters of hunting- 
grounds abounding so much with game, that 
they have a regular and plentiful supply of nou- 
rishment with little labor. The superior degree 
of security and affluence which these tribes 
enjoy, is followed by their natural effects. The 
passions implanted in the human frame by the 
hand of nature acquire additional force; new 
tastea and desires are formed ; the women, as 
they are more valued and admired, become more 
attentive to dress and ornament; themen,begin- 
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book ning to feel how much of their own happiness* 
^ * * -' depends upon them, no longer disdain the arts 
of winning their favor and affection. The inter- 
course of the sexes becomes very different from 
that which takes place among their ruder coun- 
trymen ; and as hardly any restraint is imposed 
on the gratification of desire, either by religion, 
or laws, or decency, the dissolution of their 
manners is excessive*. 
None of Notwithstanding the feeble make of the 

formed* Americans, hardly any of them are deformed, 
or mutilated, or defective in any of their senses. 
All travellers have been struck with this cir- 
cumstance, and have celebrated the unifonn 
symmetry and perfection of their external figure. 
Some authors search for the cause of this ap- 
pearance in their physical condition. As the 
parents are not exhausted or over fatigued with 
hard labor, they suppose that their children are 
born vigorous and sound. They imagine, that 
in the liberty of savage life, the human body, 
naked $nd unconfined from its earliest age, pre- 
serve^ its natural form ; and that all its limbs 
find members acquire a juster proportion, than 
when fettered with artificial restraints, which 
stint its growth and distort its shape.f Some- 

* Biet. 389. Charlev. iii. 4a3. Dumont Mem. sur 
Louisiane, i. i55. 

tP*o, p. 6. 
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thing, without doubt, may be ascribed to the book 
operation of these causes ; but the true reasons » . /■ * 
of this apparent advantage, which is common to 
all savage nations, lie deeper, and are closely 
interwoven with the nature and genius of that 
state. The infancy of man is so long arid so 
helpless, that it is extremely difficult to rea£ 
children among rude nations. Their means of y 
subsistence are not only scanty, but precarious. 
Such as live by hunting must range over exten- 
sive countries, and shift often from place to 
place. The care of children, as well as every 
other laborious task, is devolved upon the 
women. The distresses and hardships of the 
savage life, which are often such as can hardly 
be supported by persons in full vigor, must bo 
fatal to those of more tender age. Afraid of 
undertaking a task so laborious, and of such 
long duration, as that of tearing their offspring, 
the women, in some parts of America, procure 
frequent abortions by the use of certain herbs, 
xnd extinguish the first sparks of that life which 
they are unable to cherish.* Sensible that only 
stout and well formed children have force of 
constitution to struggle through such an hard 
infancy, other nations abandon or destroy such 
of their progeny as appear feeble or defective, 

* Ellis's Voyage to Hudson's Bay, 198. Herrera, dec* 
I 7. lib. ix-c. 4. 
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bouk as unworthy of attention* Even when they 
endeavour to tear all their children without 
distinction, so great a proportion of the whote 
number perishes under the rigorous treatment 
which must be their lot in the savage state* that 
few of those who labored under any original 
frailty attain the age of manhood.f Thus, in 
polished societies, where the means of subsistence 
are secured with certainty, and acquired with 
ease ; where the talents of the mind are often of 
more importance than the powers of the body ; 
children are preserved notwithstanding their 
defects or deformity, and grow up to be useful 
citizens. In rude nations, such persons are 
either cut off as soon as they are born, or be- 
coming a burden to themselves and to the 
community, cannot long protract their livea 
But in those provinces of the New World 
where, bjj the e&tablisfhmfent of the Europeans,, 
more [regular provision has. been made for the 
subsistence of its inhabitants, and they are re- 
strained from laying violent hands on their 
children, the Americans are so far from being 
eminent for any superior perfection in their 
form, that one should rather suspect some pecur 
liar imbecility in the race, from the extraordi- 

* GumillaHist. ii, a54. Techo's Hist of Paraguay, etew 
Churchill's Coltect. vi. 108. 

t Creuxii Hist. Canad. p* 5/* 
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»ary number of individuals who are deformed, book 

dwarfish, mutilated, blind, or deaf.* > . ' * 

How feeble , soever the constitution of the Uniformity 

of their ap-, 

Americans may be, it is remarkable, that there pearance. 
is less variety in the human form throughout 
the New Worid, than in the ancient continent. - 
When Columbus and the other discoverers first 
visited the different countries of America which 
lie within the torrid zone, they naturally ex- 
pected to find people of the same eomplexioh 
with those in the corresponding regions of the 
other hemisphere. To their amazement, how-r 
ever> they discovered that America contained 
no negroesjf and the cause of this singular 
appearance became aa much the object of cu- 
riosity, as the fact itself was of wonder. In 
what part or membrane of the body that hu- 
mor resides which tinges the complexion of 
the negro with a deep blacky it is the business 
of anatomists to inquire and describe. The 
powerful operation of heat appears manifestly to 
be the cause which producesthis striking variety 
in the human species. All Europe, a great 
part of Asia, and the temperate countries of 
Africa, are inhabited by men of a white com* 
plexion. All the torrid zone in Africa, some 
of the warmer regions adjacent to it, and se* 

* Voyage deUHoa, i. afo. 
f P. Martyr, dec. p. 7 u 
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book veral cqtmtries in Asia, are filled with people 
of a deep black color* If we survey the na* 
tioirts of our continent, making our progress 
from told and temperate countries towards 
those parts which aue exposed to the influence 
Of vehement and unremitting heat, we shall 
find, that the extreme whiteness of their skin 
soon begins to diminish ; that its color dbepena 
gradually as we advance; and after passing 
through all the successive gradations of shade* 
terminates man uniform unvarying black. But 
in America, where the agency of heat is checked 
and abated by various causes, which I have al-* 
ready explained, the ddniate seems to be destitute 
of that force which produces such wonderful 
effects on the human frame. The color of the 
natives of the torrid none in America^ is hardly 
of a deeper hue thin that of the people in the 
more temperate pkrts;Of their continent. : Ac-^ 
curate observers, who had an opportunity of< 
viewing the Americans in very different climates 
and in provinces far removed from each other, 
have been struck with the amazing similarity of * 
their figure and aspect.* 
- But though the hand of nature has deviated 
so little from one standard in fashioning the 
human form in America, the creation of fancy 
hath been various and extravagant. The same 

* See NOTE XX. 
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fables that were current in the ancient conti- book 
nent, have been revived withrespect to the New 
World* and America too has been peopled with 
human beings of monstrous and fantastic ap- 
pearance. The inhabitants of certain provinces 
were described to be pigmies of three feet high; 
those of others to be giants of an enormous size.* 
Some travellers published ^accounts of people 
with only one eye^- others pretended to have 
discovered men without heads, whose eyes and 
mouths we*e planted in their breasts. The va* 
riety of Nature in her productions is, indeed, 
$o great, that it is presumptuous to set bound* 
fo hel* fertility, and to reject indiscriminately 
every relation that does not perfectly accord 
with our own limited observation and expe* 
rience. But the other extreme, of yielding a 
hasty assent, -on the slightest evidence, to what- 
ever has the appearance of being strange and 
marvellous, is st^ll more unbecoming a philo- 
sophical inquirer, as, in every peiiod, men are 
more apt to be betrayed .into error, lly their 
weakness in believing too much, than by their 
arrogance in believing too little. In proportion- 
as science extends, and nature is examined with 
a discerning eye, the wonders which amused; 
ages of ignorance disappear. The tales of cre- 
dulous travellers concerning America are for- 
gotten; the inomters which they describe have 
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book been searched for in vain ; and those provinces 
where they pretend to have found *iBhabitante 
of singular forms, are now known to be pos- 
sessed by people no wise different from the other 
Americans^ 

Though those relations may r without dis- 
cussion, be rejected as fabulous^ there are other 
accounts of varieties in the human species in 
some parts of the New World, which rest upon 
better evidence, and merit more attentive exa- 
mination. This variety has been particularly 
observed in three different districts. The firsfc 
of these is situated in the isthmus of Darien, 
near the centre of America. Lionel' Wafer^ 
a traveller possessed of more curiosity and: in- 
telligence than we should have expected to find 
in a associate of bucaniers, discovered there a 
race of men few in number, but of a singular 
make. They are t>f low stature, according to* 
his description, of a -feeble frame, incapable o£ 
enduring fatigue. -Their color is a dead milk 
white; not resembling that of fair people among 
Europeans, but without any tincture of a blushr 
or sanguine complexion. Their skin is v covered 
with a fine hairy down of a chalky white, the 
hair of their heads, their eye-braws, and eye- 
lashes, are of the same hue. Their eyes are o£ 
a singular form, and so weak, that they can, 
hardly bear the light of the sun 5 but they $e& 
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clearly by moon light, and are most actire and b oo k 
gay in the night.* No race similar to this has 
been discovered in any other J>art of America* 
Cortes, indeed, found some persons exactly re- 
sembling the white people of Darien, among 
the rare and monstrous animals which Monte- 
zuma had collected.f But as the power of the 
Mexican empire extended to the provinces bor- 
dering onthe isthmus of Darien, they were pro- 
bably brought thence. Singular as the appear- 
ance of thoae people may be, they cannot be 
considered as constituting a distinct species; 
Among the negroes of Africa, as well as the 
natives of the Indian islands,; nature sometimes 
produces a small number of individuals, with all 
the characteristic features and qualities of the 
white people of Darien. The former are called 
Albinos by the Portuguese, the latter Kackerlakea 
by the Dutch. In Darien the parents of those 
Whites are of the same color with the other 
natives of the country ; and this observation 
applies equally to the anomalous progeny of the 
negroes and Indians. The same mother who 
produces some children of a color that does, 
not belong to the race, . brings forth the rest 
with the complexion! peculiar to her country 4> 

' . ■• 

* Wafer Descript oflsth. ap.Dampier, iii. p. 346. 

+ Cortes ap. Ramus. iii» p. 2£i> £. 

% Margray. Hist. Rer. Nat. Bras, lib, viii. c. 4. 
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One conclusionmay then be formed with respect 
to the people described by Wafer, the Albino* 
and the Kackerlakes; they are a degenerated 
breed, not a separate class of men ; and from 
some disease or defect of their parents, the pe- 
culiar color and cj&bility which mark their 
degradation are transmitted to them. As a de- 
cisive proof of this, it has been observed, that 
neither the white people of Darien, nor the 
Albinos of Africa, propagate their race : their 
children are of the color and temperament 
peculiar to the natives of their respective coun- 
tries.* 

The second district that is occupied by inha- 
bitants differing in appearance from the other 
people of America, is situated in a high northern 
latitude, extending from the coast of Labrador 
towards the pole, as far as the country is ha- 
bitable. The people scattered over those dreary 
regions, are known to the Europeans by the 
name of Esquimaux. They themselves, with 
that idea of their own superiority, which con- 
soles the rudest and most wretched nations, 
assume the name of Keralit or Men. They are 
of a middle size, and robust, with heads of a 
disproportioned bulk, and feet as remarkably 
small. Their complexion, though swarthy, by 

* Wafer, p. 358. Demanet Hist de l'Afrique, ii. a54> 
Recherch. Phito. surles Amtr. ii. 1, etc. NOTE XXI. 
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being continually exposed to the rigor of i Boot 
cold climate, inclines to the European white, >- / ■■ ** 
rather than to the copper color of America^ 
and the men have beards which are sometimes 
bushy and long.* From these marks of dis- 
tinction, as well as from one still less equivocal, 
the affinity of their language to that of the 
Greenlanders, which I have already mentioned, 
we may conclude, with some degree of con* 
fidence, that the Esquimaux are a race different 
from the rest of the Americans. 

We cannot decide with equal certainty con- 
cerning the inhabitants of the third district, 
situated at the southern extremity of America, 
These are the famous Patagonians, who, during 
two centuries and a half, have afforded a subject 
of controversy to the learned, and an object of 
wonder to the vulgar. They are supposed to 
be one of the wandering tribes, which occupy 
that vast, but least known regions of America, 
which extends from the river De la Plata to the 
Straits of Magellan. Their proper station is in 
that part of the interior pountry which lies on 
the banks of the river Negro ; but in the hunt- 
ing season they often roam as far as the straits 
which separate Tierra del Fuego from the main 

* Ellis Voy.t6 Huds. Bay, p. i5i. 159. De la Potherie, 
torn. i. p. 79. Wales' Journ. of a Yoy. to Churchill River. 
Phil. Trans, yol. lx,. 109. 
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BOOK land. The first accounts of this people Were 
brought to Europe by the companions of Ma- 
gellan,* who described them as a gigantic race, 
above eight feet high, and of strength in pro- 
portion to their enormous size* Among several 
tribes of animals, a disparity in bulk, as consi- 
derable, may be observed. Some large breeds 
of horses and dogs exceed the more diminutive 
races in stature and strength, as far as the Pa- 
tagonian is supposed to rise above the usual 
standard of the human body. But animals at- 
tain the highest perfection of their species, only 
in mild climates, or where they find the most 
nutritive food in greatest abundance. It is not 
then in the uncultivated waste of the Magellanic 
regions, and among a tribe of improvident sa- 
vages,, that we should expect to find man, 
possessing the highest honors of his race, and 
distinguished by a superiority of size and vigor, 
far beyond what he has reached in any other 
part of the earth. The most explicit and un- 
exceptionable evidence is requisite, in order to 
establish a fact repugnant to those general prin- 
ciples and laws, which seem to affect the human 
frame iti every other instance, and to decide 
with respect to its nature and qualities. Such 
evidence has not hitherto been produced. 
Though several persons, to whose testimony 

* Falkner's Description of Patagonia, p. 102. 
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great respect is due, hare visited this part of book 
America since the time of Magellan, and have 
had interviews with the natives ; though some 
have affirmed, that such as they saw were of 
gigantic stature, and others have formed the 
same conclusion from measuring their footsteps, 
or from viewing the skeletons of their dead ; 
yet their accounts vary from each other in so 
many essential points, and are mingled with so 
many circumstances manifestly false or fabulous, 
as detract much from their credit. On the 
other hand, some navigators, and those among 
the most eminent of their order for discernment 
and accuracy, have asserted that the natives of 
Patagonia, with whom they had intercourse, * 
though stout and well-made, are not of such 
extraordinary size as to be distinguished from 
the rest of the human species.* The existence 
of this gigantic race of men seems, then, to be 
one of those points in natural history, with re- 
spect to which a cautious inquirer will hesitate, 
and will chuse to suspend his assent until more 
complete evidence shall decide, whether he 
ought to admit a fact, seemingly inconsistent 
with what reason and experience have disco- 
vered concerning the structure and condition of 
man,in all the various situations in wliich he has 
been observed, 

♦See NOTE XXJI. 
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book: In order to form a complete idea with respect 
^-^^l^ to the constitution of the inhabitants of this and 
•f health, the other hemisphere, we'should attend not only 
. to the make and vigor of their bodies, but 
consider what degree of health they enjoy, and 
to what period of longevity they usually arrive. 
In the simplicity of the savage state, when man 
is not oppressed with labor, or enervated by 
luxury, or disquieted with care, we are apt to 
imagine that his life will flow on almost un- 
troubled by disease or suffering, until his daya 
be terminated in extreme old age, by the gra-* 
f dual decays of nature. We find, accordingly, 
among the Americans, as well as among other 
* rude people, persons, whose decrepit and shri- 
velled form /seems to indicate an extraordinary 
length of life* But as most of them are unac-» 
quainted with the art of numbering, and all of 
them as forgetful of what is past, as they are 
improvident for what is to come, it is impossible 
to ascertain their age, with any degree of pre-» 
cision.* It is evident, that the period of their 
longevity must vary considerably, according to 
the diversity of climates, and their different 
modes of subsistence. They seem, however, to 
be everywhere exempt from many of the dis-' 
tempers which afflict polished nations. None? 

*Ulloa Notic. Americ. 323. Bancroft Nat. Hist, of 
Guiana, 334. 
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jaf the maladies, which are the immediate off- 'book 
spring of luxury, ever visited themj and they ■> ■ v '■■ ' 
have no names in their languages by which to 
distinguish this numerous train of adventitious 
evils* 
: But, whatever be the situation in which man Disease* 
is placed> he is born to suffer; and his diseases, 
in the savage state, though fewer in number, 
a^e, Hbfi those of the animals whom he nearly 
resembles in his mode of life, more violent and 
more fatal. If luxury engenders and nourishes 
distempers of one species, the rigor and disr 
tresses of savage life bring on those of another. 
As jnen z in this state, are wonderfully impro- 
vident,, and their means of subsistence preca- 
rious, they often pass from extreme want to 
•exuberantplentyj according to the vicissitudes 
x>f fortune in the chace, or in consequence of 
-the various degree of abundance with which the 
earth affords to them its ^productions^ in dif- 
ferent seasons. Their inconsiderate gluttony in 
the one situation, and their severe abstinence in 
the other, are equally pernicious. For, though 
the human constitution may be accustomed by 
habit, like that of animals of prey, to tolerate 
long famine, and then, to gorge voraciously, it 
is not a little affected by such sudden and vio- 
lent transitions. The strength and vigoi; of 
savages are,. at some seasons, impaired by what 
they suffer from scarcity of food j at others they 
vtiii ii. G 
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are afflicted with disorders arising from indi- 
gestion and a superfluity of gross aliment. These 
«re soocmmon, thjtt they may be considered as 
4h& unavoidable consequence of their mode of 
subsisting, and cut off considerable numbers in 
the prime of life. They are likewise extwniely 
subject to consumptions, to pleuritic, asthmatic, 
And paralytic disorders,* brought <m by the im- 
moderate hardships and fatigue which they en- 
dure in hunting and m war; or owing to the 
inclemency of the seasons to which they arfc 
continually exposed. In the savage state, hard- 
ships and fatigue violently assault the constitu- 
tion. In polished societies^intetaperamce un- 
dermines it. It is not easy to determine which 
of them operated with most fatal effect, t>r tends 
most 4o abridge human life. * The influence of 
the forftier is certainly most extensive. The 
pernicious consequences of luxury reach only 
a few members in any community; -the dis^ 
t*e*ses of savage life are felt by ail. As far as. 
I can judge, after very minute inquiry, the ge-- 
n^ral period of human life is shorter among 
savages, than in well regulated and industrious 
Societies. 

One dreadftd malady, the severest scourge 
with which, in this life, offended Heaven chas- 
tens the indulgence of criminal desire, seems to 

* Charlev. N. Fr. Hi, 364. Lafitau, ii. 36o. De la 
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|utve fyem peoulia.r to the American*. $y com- eooif 
mmmx&Vg ijt fr? jtfoe*r ^opg^wo»> At^y feav$ 
jfcrt j&nly a»ply wre^ged thsir <w» WFfm$h fort 
by *M&fo*g t&# qdatti&y to those vh*qh l^merly 
iis&ijbte**ed hm»m life, ^yi^y^ j^h^pp, »or# 
than j|54ij^jt^rfe$la©^e4 .^U ^feapL^&ts yehich £$«r 
rope^aa dwiyed fto» the disown #f the New. 
W0E& This xiisjl^jwjper, fr®ro the <&m$ry in 
which iit first *agsd f qr irQjpi the $ewp\e \)f 
iKhwi it : ws *«pp93ed fc> hays hsen 9y*e££ aye*. 
Eoi*ope ? ha* foam wimeftimes <#lkd ths INQftpQ- 
litajti, and ftQiwtim^ tb<e Ffl^a^h di*tea#j. At 
ils first apfne^mwje, the infection ■#£$ ,$o nwligr 
grot, its »yw?%Qm& so ivwleo*t, its iQperfltK)* .s<* 
j^d ^wl &t*l, ft* tp Afcflte §U the efforts of 
njedioal BkiJJ. A>st<»^iro^n* aa^ tenior acwmt- 
J)anied 4his unknpam ftffliction in its progies^ 
tod anett hegaa to dread the e&twjctiwof<thf 
Iwmmmce by .such a smiel yisi£a£iQ&i. £xpe T 
riejace, ajitd the ingenuity of physicdwiG, flea* 
dually dkeoyjeiiQd.^oi^dies iof sijch virtue ja# to 
cuje^rt^miHgi^e.theey^. During the bourse 
cf jt3M^ c^tarj^^nd aMtf,*tp y^rid^i?e ^ems 
to-ha^re abated itonaide^hly ; At length, in ik& 
same manner with! Ahe jkpiJQsy, yyW^h ragsd i* 
Europe for some t»nbm^:it.jw ^^ itP 
fcffice itnd t&sajjtpeai?; jwid i» .s^e iwftpkr^^, 
this western ^eptij^ &1& $t*fc &$m v th$ £a«^ 
may he known only by description* 

* SeeNOSfcXXIII. - ■ i 
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book II. After considering what appears to be 
^. /■ - peculiar in the bodily constitution of the Ame- 

Power and . , . __ -i ■ ■■ 

qualities of ricans, our attention is naturally turned towards 
eir mm . ^ p OWers an( j q ua Jiti e s of their minds. As the 
individual advances from the ignorance and im- 
becility of the infant state to vigor and matu- 
rity of understanding, something similar to this 
may be observed in the progress of the species. 
With respect to it, too, there is a period of ih- 
, fancy, during which several powers of the mind 
are not unfolded, and all are feeble and defec- 
tive in their operation. In the early ages of 
society, while the condition of man is simple 
and rude, his reason is but little exercised, and 
hitf desires move within a. very narrow sphere. 
Hence arise two remarkable characteristics of 
the human mind in this state. Its intellectual 
powers are extremely limited j its emotions and 
efforts are few and languid. Both these dis- 
tinctions are conspicuous among the rudest and 
most unimproved of the American tribes, and 
constitute a v striking part of 'their description. 
lateiiectual ' What, among polished nations, is called spfe- 
ryi^iudr cu l a tive reasoning or research, is altogether 
unknown in the rude state of society, and never 
becomes the occupation or amusement of the 
human faculties, until man be so far improved 
as to have secured^ wi&ttytaiiity, the means of 
subsistence, as well as the possession of leisure 
and tranquillity. The thought^ w4 attention 
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of a savage are confined within the small circte book 
of objects, immediately conducive to his pre- 
servation or enjoyment. Every thing beyond 
that, escapes his observation, or is perfectly in- 
different to "him. Like a mere animal, what is 
before his eyes interests and affects him ; what 
is out of sight, or at a distance, makes little im- 
pression.* There are several people in Ame- 
rica whose limited understandings seem not to 
be capable of forming an arrangement for fu- 
turity ; neither their solicitude nor their fore- 
sight extend so far. They follow blindly the 
impulse of the appetite which they feel, but are 
entirely regardless of distant consequences, and 
even of those removed in the least degree from 
immediate apprehension. While they highly 
prize such things as serve for present use, or 
minister to present enjoyment, they set no value 
upon those which are not the object of some im-^ 
mediate want.f When, on the approach of th^ 
evening, a Caribbee feels himself disposed to go 
to rest, no consideration will tempt him to sell - 
his hammoc. But in the morning, when he is 
sallying out to the business or pastime of the 
day, he will part with it for the slightest toy 

* Ulloa Noticias Americ. 222. 

+ VeacgasHist. of Calif. i<66. Supp. Church, ColL ^693.. 
BordeDescr. des Caraibes, p. 16. Ellis Voy. 194. 
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Boot that catches his fartcy.* At the close of wirfter^ 
*■■■ ■ / -' while the impression of What he has suffered 
froln the rigor of the diitfate is fresh iri the 
mind of the North American, he £efe hlniself 
1#ith iftgor to prepare? materials ftfr Erecting A 
comfbrtafble httt td protect him agairtst the ifi* 
ciefriency of the sticceedfofg seasdn; hfat as stictn ■ 
as the #feath£r becomes rifild, ft& fdrgets irthat is 
past, abandons his work, aftrd rievet thiiiks' of ii 
more, until the tbixtih of told fcompels him, 
k when too late, to festf me it.f 

tfiii concerns the most intetesfirig, arid seem- 
ingly the rtto&t simple, the reason of mart, While? 
rude and destitute at Culture, differ so littIA 
from the thoughtless levity* of children, or th6 
improvident instihct of aifimals, its eiettidns in 
other directions fcattiiot be terjr fcGfn&derafcte. 
¥he objects tdwatds Which reason ttii-ns, and 
the disquisition^ ill wliitili it engages, tiitist de^ 
pehd upon the* stat& in whifch fciaii is phtfced, 
and are suggested hf his ilectesslties and desite& 
Disquisition^, whibli appedt the iflofct ilecesrfarjr 
and important td ttlen lit one state of Society 1 , 
never occut to thosfe itt another. Among ci-« 
Vilized nation^, arithmetic, o* the art ctf num- 
bering, is deemed an essential and elementary; 

*Lafeat Voyaged, Hi * l4 > **** Tertity E| 3jlfc 
t Addrt Htel. <tf Afar, tn&titi*, 4t/.. 
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jfcience, and in our continent, the invention afad £ o o it 
rise of it reaches back to a period so remtfte as is 
beyond, the knowledge off history * But among 
savages, who hdve no property to estifciite, ncr 
hoarded treasuites to county no variety of ob- 
jects or multiplicity of ideas to enumerate, aritfar 
metic is a superfluous and useless art. Accord- 
ingly, among sottie tribes in Attieriea it seems to* 
to be quite unknown; There are many whop 
cannot reckon farther than three, and have iia 
denomination to distitiguiah any mimber above 
it.* Several c&n proceed as far a* ten, others 
to twenty. When they wduld fconvey an idea, 
of ahy number beyond these, they point to the 
hai* of thejir head, intimating that it ifc equal to* 
them, or with wonder declare it to be so great 
that it caniiot be reokotfed.f" Not only the 
American^ but ail nations* while extremely 
rude, seem tdi be unacquainted with the drt o£T 
conifmtation.l As soon, hawefver^ as they ac- 
quire such acquaintance or connection with a 
variety of object^ that there is frequent occar- 
sion to combine ctr divide them, their know- 



* Condamn. p. 67. Stadius ap. tfe Bry, fx. 1-26. Leiy- 
ibid. 2^1. fiiet. 562. Lcttr. Edif. aS. 3i4. 

t Dumont Louis, i. 187. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iii. c. 3~. 
Biet. 396. Borde, 6. 

f This b the case with the Greefclanders, Gtantt. 22&*. 
and with lh£ Kamchalkadales, M. l'Abbe Ghappe, iii. 17. 
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book ledge of numbers, increases, so thajt the state of 
this art among any people may be considered 
as one standard, by which to estimate the de- 
gree of their improvement. The Iroquois^ in 
North America, as they are much more civilised 
than the rude inhabitants of Brasil, Paraguay^ 
or Guiana, have likewise made greater advances 
in this respect; though even their arithmetic 
does not extend, beyond a thousand, as in their 
petty transactions they have no occasion for any 
higher number.* The Cherokee, a less consi- 
derable nation on the same continent, can reckon 
only as far as a hundred, and to that extent have 
names for the several numbers; the smaller 
tribes in their neighbourhood can rise no higher 
than ten.f 

No abstract In other respects, the exercise of the under-, 
standing among rude nations is still more li- 
mited. The first ideas of every human being 
must be such as he receives by the senses. But, 
in the mind of man, while in the savage state^ 
there seem to be hardly any ideas but what 
enter by this avenue. The objects around him 
are presented to his eye. Such as may be sub- 
servient to his use, or can gratify any of his appe- 
tites, attract his notice ; he views the rest with- 

* Charlev. Nouv. Franc, iii. 4o2. 

'+ Adair's Hist, of Amer, \ Indians, 77. Sec NOTE^ 
£XIV. 
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out curiosity or attention. Satisfied with con- boo* 
sidering them under that simple mode, in which 
they appear to him, as separate and detachedy 
he neither combines them so as to form general 
classes, nor contemplates their qualities apart 
from the subject in which they inhere, nor be- 
stows a thought upon the operations of his own 
mind concerning them. Thus, he is unacr 
quainted with all the ideas >vhich have been 
denominated universal, or abstract, or of re- 
flection. The range of his understanding must, 
of course, be very confined, and his reasoning 
powers be employed merely on what is sensible. 
This is so remarkably the case with the rudei? 
nations of America, that their languages ( as we 
shall afterwards find) have not a word to ex- 
press any thing but what is material or corpo- 
real. Time, space* substance, and a thousand 
other terms which represent abstract and uni- 
versal ideas, are altogether unknown to them.* 
A naked savage, cowering over the fire in his 
miserable cabin, or stretched under a few 
branches which afford him a temporary shelter, 
has as little inclination as capacity for useless 
speculation^ His thoughts extend not beyond 
what relates to animal life ; and when they are 
not directed towards some of its concerns, his 
mind is totally inactive. In situations where 

* Condam. p. 54, 
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no extraordinary effort either of ingenuity or 
labor is requisite^ in order to satisfy thosimpltf 
demands of nature, the power* of the mind are 1 
so seldom roused to any exertion^ that the ra^ 
tioml faculties continue almost dormaut and 
unexercised. The numerous tribes scattered 
over the rich plains of South America,- the in- 
habitants of some of the islands, aild of Several 
fertile regions on the continent, come uiider* 
this description. Their vacant Countenance, 
their staring Uttfc&presaive eye, their listless in- 
attention, and total ignorance of subjfectSj which? 
seem to be the firsrt which should occupy the? r 
thoughts of rational beings, made such im- 
pression upon the Spaniards* When they firsf 
beheld those rude people, that they considered 
them as animals of an inferior order* afcd could 
not believe &at they belonged to the human* 
species.* It required thfc feutbority of a papal 
bull to counteract this opinion, and to Convince 
them that the Ami&ricafrs Were capable of th& 
functioite, and entitled to the privileges of hu- 
inanity .f Since that time, persona more fen- 
lightened and irtip&rtial than the discoverers 01* 
conquerors of America, have had att opportu- 
nity of contemplating the most savage of ite 
inhabitants, and they have been astonished and 

* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. ii. c. i§. v 

f Torquem, Mon. Ind. iii. 138. 
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humbled, With otserting hdW neatly man, ill B o o It 
this Condition, approaches to tie brute creation. > 
But in s^y^et climates, where subsistence can- 
hot bfc procured with the same ease, Where men 
must nritite mote elosely, and act with greater 
concert, necessity calls forth theit talents, and 
sharpens their invention, so that the intellectual 
powers are more exercised and improved. The 
North American tribes and the natives of Chili, 
who inhabit the temperate regions in the two 
great districts of America, are people of culti- 
vated and enlarged understandings, when viewed 
in Comparison With some of those seated in the 
islands, or ori the tankd of the Maragnon and 
Orinoco. Their occupation^ arC indre various^ 
their system of policy, a$ Well as of War, more 
complex, thci* arts moire numerous. But, even 
among them, the intellectual powers ai-es- ex- 
tremely limited in their dpetations, dnd unless 
when tutned directly to those objects which in- 
tetedt d savage, are held in no estimation. Both 
the North Americans and Chilese, When not en- 
gaged in some <rf the functions belonging to a 
Warrior or hunter, loiter away their time in 
thGughtlefc** indolente, unacquainted with any 
crther subject Worthy of their attention, or ca- 
pable bf occupying their minds;* If evert 
among them, reason is do much circumscribed 

* Lafitatt, ii. sL 
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bqh in its exertions, and nevei* arrives, in its highest 
s m Js attainments, at the knowledge of those general 
pri,nciples and maxims, which serve as the foun- 
dation of science, we may conclude, that the 
intellectual powers of man .in the savage state 
are destitute of their proper object, and cannot 
acquire any considerable degree of vigor and 
enlargement* 
Active ef- From the same causes, the active efforts of 

iorts of the * 7 # 

miudfew the mind are few, and, on most occasions, 
guid. languid. If we examine into the motives which 
rouse men to activity in civilized life, and 
prompt them to persevere in fatiguing exertions 
of their ingenuity or strength, we shall find that 
they arise chiefly from acquired wants and ap-* 
petites. These are numerous and importunate ; 
they keep the mind in perpetual agitation, gnd, 
in ojrddr to gratify them, invention must be* 
always on the stretch, and industry must bo 
incessantly employed. But the desires of simple 
nature are few, and where a favorable climate* 
yields almost spontaneously what suffices to gra-* 
tify them, they scarcely stir the soul, or excite* 
any violent emotion. Hence the people of se- 
veral tribes in America waste their life in a 
listless indolence. To be free from occupation, 
seems to be all the enjoyment towards which 
they aspire. They will continue whole days 
stretched out in their hammocs, or seated on the 
earth, in perfect-idleness, without changing their 
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fosture, or raising their eyes from the ground, book 

or uttering a single word.* ^ - » '" * 

Such is their aversion to labor, that neither M^ori- 

7 # , .^ dent. 

the hope of future good, nor the apprehension 
of future evil, can surmount it. They appear 
equally indifferent to both, discovering little 
solicitude, and trfting no precautions to avoid 
the one, or to secure the other. The cravings of 
hunger may rouse them ; but as they devour, 
Tfarith little distinction, whatever will appease its 
mtinctive demands,' the exertions which these 
occasion are of short duration. Destitute of 
ardor, as well as variety of desire, they feel not 
the force of those powerful springs which give 
vigor to the movements of the mind, and urge 
the patient hand of industry to persevere in its . 
efforts. Man, in some parts of America, ap- — 
pears in a form so rude, that we can discover no 
effects of his activity, and the principle of un- 
derstanding which should direct it, seems hardly 
to be unfolded. Like the other animals, he has 
no fixed residence ; he has erected 1 too habitation 
to shelter him from the inclemency of the Wea- 
ther; he has taken no measures for securing 
certain subsistence ; he neither sows nor rea£s> 
but roams abotitt a&'lfcd in 1 search of the plants 
and fruits which the earth brings forth in suc- 
cession ; and in quest of the game which he tills 

*Boguer Vay.au Peroy, 1Q3. Borde, i5. . 
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book in the forests, or of the fish which foe jeatches in 

^ ■ v ' ■ ' the rivers. 

rie" e wuh * Thi$ description, however, *ppUe# pply.to 

STtw' fw>jne tribes.^ Man cannot conJwje long in this 
state of feeble and uninfprfli$d infancy. Ifo 
was made for industry *nji apttfm, and th9 
powers of his fl^ture, a$ well% the necessity of 
his conditio*!, urge him tp fijlftl hip destiny- 
Accordingly, among most of the American na* 
jtions, especially 4 hose seated in ^gpronsclim^tes* 
aom$ efforts qxp employed, and some previpui 
pT&paution& are taken, for securing si*T}si&tenQe> 
The c^r^er of regular industry is begi#i, ##id 
the laborious arm has made the £rat essays Of 
its power. $till, loovrevep, the improvident #ild 
slpthf^J j g)eJ3iius of the parage state predominates. 
Jjiven *pumg thps^ niore paprpyed trifres., iabpff 
is deemed ignoipiipip^s and degrading, it is 
only 40. wo^k pf a certain kind that $. man will 
<teign to pgut his &#*$• The greater part is de- 
voivefl ent&ejy #p#p ^e >wpgiei$. One half of 
$ie c^nwaunjity jfgqsw Wftnf^re, white the other 
i^^ppr^s^d with ^hfiPWpititnde and variety of 
its o^cupartipns^ Th m th$i* industry is partial, 
3&d th^.fcr^ghrt whkh:ueg#Jatfi$ it, is »o less 
li#Bii[ted. A wm^iahle.insitance pf this occur* 
is* ike dbi^f ai^ngQWi^t mth respect to their 
mmnev pf living. .They depspd for their subr 
sistence, during one part of the year, on fishing ; 
. during another, p#]iu#&ng; #urjn$ £ third, on 
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the produce erf their agriculture. Though ex- book 
perieace has taught them to foresee the return > - / * 
*>f those various sfiaMtts, and to make some pro- 
vision for the respective exigencies of each , they 
either want sagacity to proportion this provision 
to their consumption, or are so incapable of any 
command over their appetites, that, from their 
jjaconsidecaie waste, they often feel the calamities 
of famine as severely as the rudest of the savage 
tribes. What they suffer ojie year does not 
augment their industiy, or render them more 
provident to prevent similar distresses.* This 
inconsiderate thoughtlessness about futurity, 
^he effect of ignorance and the cause of sloth, ac- 
Kroinpanies and characterises man in every stag© 
of savage life ;f and, by a capricious singularity 
in his operatiqn 6 ? lie is then least solicitous about 
Supplying his wants, when the means of satisfy- 
ing, them are most precarious, and procured 
-with the greatest difficulty^ 

IBL After viewing the hoetyly constitution, of Their social 
the Americans, and contemplating the powers 
of their minds, we aire led, in the natural order 
of inquiry, to consider dheua as united together 

* Charley. N. Ft*. iU. 358. tiettr. Edif. s&, 298. Descript. 
*T N. France, Oshopfl's .Collect, u. &8o. De la .Botftfrif, 

f Bancroft's Nat. Hist, of Guiana, S26, 3J& 
t See NOTE XXV. 
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B oot in society. Hitherto our researches have beGii 
v .. v ' , * confined to the operations of understanding 
respecting themselves, as individuals, now they 
will extend to the degree of their sensibility 
and affection towards their species. 
Domestic The domestic state is the first and most 
simple form of human association. The union 
;of the sexes, among different animals, is of 
longer or shorter duration in .proportion to the 
ease or difficulty of rearing their offspring. 
Among those tribes where the season of infancy 
is short, and the young soon acquire vigor or 
agility, no permanent union is formed. Nature 
commits the care of training up the offspring 
to the mother alone, and her tenderness, without 
any other assistance, is equal to the task. But 
where the state of infancy is long and helpless, 
and the joint assiduity of both parents is requi- 
site in tending their feeble progeny, there a 
more intimate connexion takes place, and con*- 
tinues until the purpose of nature be accom- 
plished, and the new race grow up to full m&- 
-turity. As the infancy of man is more feeble 
and helpless than that of : any other aftimal, and 
he is dependent, during a much longer period, 
on the care and foresight of his parents, the 
vunion between husband and wife came early to 
be considered, not only as a solemn, but as a 
permanent contract A general state of pro- 
miscuous intercourse betyve^n the sexes never 

existed 
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existed but in the imagination of ptots. In the 
infancy of society, when men, destitute of arts 
and industry,, lead a hard precarious life, the 
Tearing erf their progeny demands the attention 
and efforts of both parents ; and if their union 
had not been formed and continued with this 
view, the race could not have bcfeii preserved. 
Accordingly, in America, even among the rudest 
tribes, a regular union between husband and 
wife was universal, and the rights of marriage 
were understood and recognised. In those dis- 
tricts where subsistence Was scanty, and the 
difficulty of maintaining <a family was great, the 
man confined himself to tfne wife. In warmer 
and more fertile provinces, the facility of pro- 
curing food concurred with the influence of 
climate, ift inducing the inhabitants to increase 
the^iumber of their wives,* In some countries, 
the man-iage uniofc subsisted during life; in 
others, the impatience of the Americans 4 under 
restraint of any species, together with their na*- 
tural levity and caprice, prompted them; to dis- 
solve it qh very slight pretexts, and ofteaivyith-* 
out assigning any cause.f .\, 

* Lettr. Ectff. iS r 3i8. L'afttaa Mcetirs, i. 554. l&ry ap. 
de Bry, ill." a34. Journal detmllet ci Bechamel, p. 88.' 

\ Lafitau, i. 58o. Joutel Journ. Hislor. 345. Lozano 
Desfc, del Gran Chaco, 70. Hennepin J4oswrs des Sauvages, 
p. 30. 33. 

VOI* II. H 
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book But in whatever light the Americans consi*; 
^ m i ' .■■ ' dered the obligation of this contract, either as 

Condition , e , . i ,. . 

of women, perpetual or only as temporary,* the condition 
of women was equally humiliating and misera- 
ble. Whether man has been improved by the 
progress of arts and civilisation in society, is a 
question, which, in the wantonness of disputa- 
tion, has been agitated among philosophers* 
That women are indebted to the refinementss of 
polished manners' for a happy change in their 
state, is a point which can admit of no doubt 
Io despise and to degrade the female sex, is 
the characteristic of the savage state in every 
part of the globe* Man, proud of excelling in 
strength and in courage, the chief marks of 
pre-eminence among rude people, treats woman, 
as an inferior, with disdain. The Americans^ 
perhaps from that coldness and insensibility 
which has been considered as peculiar to their 
constitution, add neglect and harshness to con- 
tempt. The most intelligent travellers have 
been struck with this inattention of the Ame- 
ricans to their women. It is not, as I have 
already observed, by a studied display of ten- 
derness and attachment, that the American en- 
deavous to gain the heart of the woman whom 
he wishes to marry. Marriage itself, instead of 
beingan union of affection and interests between 
equals, becomes, among them, the unnatural 
conjunction of a master with his slave. It is 
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the observation of, an author, whose opinions book 
are deservedly of great weight, that wherever 
wives are purchased, their conditions extremely 
depressed** They become the property and the 
slaves of those who buy them. In whatever 
part of the globe this custom prevails, the ob-r 
^servation holds. In countries where refinement 
has made some progress, women, when pur- 
chased, are excluded from society, shut up in 
sequestered apartments, and kept under the vi- 
gilant guard of their masters. In ruder nations, 
they are degraded to the? meanest functions. 
Among many people of America, the marriage 
contract is properly a purchase. The man buys 
his wife of her parents. Though unacquainted 
with the use of money , or with such commercial 
transactions as take place in more improved 
society, he knows how to give an equivalent 
for any object which he desires to possess. In 
some places, the suitor devotes his service for a 
certain time to the parents of the maid whom, 
he courts; in others, he hunts for them occa- 
sionally, or assists in cultivating their fields, and 
forming their canoes ; in others, he offers pre- 
sents of such things as are deemed most valua- 
ble on account of their usefulness or rarity .f 

* Sketches of Hist, of Man, i. 1 84. 

f Lafitau Moeurs, etc. i. 56o, etc. Charlev. iiL 285, etc. 
Herrera, dec. 4. lib. iv. c.f. Dumoat, ii. i$6\ 
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In return for thefce, he receives his wife; atli 
this circumstance^ added to the low estimation 
of women among savages, l^ads him to consider 
her as a female servant whom he has purchased/ 
and whom he has a title to treat as an inferior. 
Inallunpolished nations, it is true, the functions 
in. domestic economy, whidli fall naturally to 
the share of women, are so many, that they are 
subjected to hard labor, and must bear more 
than their full portion of the common burden. 
But in America their condition is so peculiarly 
grievous, and their depression so complete, that 
servitude is a name too mild to describe their 
wretched state. A wife, among most. tribes, is* 
no better than a beast of burden, destined to 
every office of labor and fatigue. While the 
men loiter out the day in sloth, or spend it in 
amusement, the women are condemned to in- 
cessant toil. Tasks are imposed upon them 
without pity^ and services are received without 
complacence or gratitude.* Every circumstance 
reminds women of this mortifying inferiority.- 
Thfey must approach their lords with reverence ; 
they must regard them as more exalted beings, 
and are not permitted to eat in their presence.f 

* Tertre,ii, 38a. Borcte feel at. des Mceurs des Caraibes^ 
p. 21. Biet 357. Condamine, p. 110. Fermin. i. 79. 

fGutnilla, i. i53. Barrere, i64. Labat Voy. ii, 78- 
Cbauvalon, ,5x. TerWre, ii, 3oo. 
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There are districts in America where this domi- b,oo»k 
nion is so grievous, and so sensibly felt,, that 
some women, in a wild emotion of material 
tenderness, have destroyed their female children 
in their infancy, in order to deliver them from 
that intolerable bondage to which they knew 
they were doomed.* Thw the first institution 
of social life is perverted, /That state of domestic 
union towards which nature leads the human 
species, in order ta&often the he^rt. to, .gentle- 
ness, and humanity, is, rendered $o ; usjeqjoal, 
as. to establish a crtiel » distinction between the 
sexep, which forms the one to be jiaxsh and 
unfeeling, and hujn&toa the Qther to servility 
and subjection*. ; v: 

It ipo\yiug, perhaps in, some, measure, tor this t^ 5 * 
state of depression, that/troro^n in rude nations proKBc 
are far. from being proslifie^- The vigcaf * 6i 
their constitution* #, exhausted by excessive 
fatigue, and tha* wnts and distresses of safyaige 
life are so numerous, as to force them to take 
various precautions in order to prevent toa 
rapid an increase of their progeny. Among 
wandering tribes, or suph as depend chiefly 
upon hunting for subsistence* the mother can- 
not attempt to rear a second child, until the 
first has attained sudi a degree of vigor as ta 

* Gumilla, u. a33. 238. Herrero, dec. 7. lib. ix. c..4- 
t LafiUu, L %*, Gh&rleYoix, iii. 3o4.. 
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book fee in some measure independent of her care. 
From this motive it is the universal practice of 
the American women to suckle their children 
during several years;* and as they seldom marry 
early, the period of their fertility is over, before 
they can finish the long but necessary attendance 
upon two or three children. f Among some of 
the least polished tribes, whose industry and 
foresight do not extend so far as to make any 
regular provision for their own subsistence, it 
is a maxim n6t to burden themselves with rear- 
ing more than two children $ and no such 
numerous families, as are frequent in civilized 
societies, are to be found among men in the 
savage state.§ When twins are born, one of 
tltem commonfly i» abandoned, because the mo- 
ther i* not e'qual to the task of rearing both** 
Whfcn a mother dies while she is nursing a child, 
All hope of preserving its life fails, arid it is bu- 
ried together with her in the same grave.ff As 



* Herrera, dec. 6. lib. i. c. 4. 

t Charley, iii. 3o3. Dumont Mem. sur Louisiane, ii. 270* 
Denys Hist. Natnr. cle FAm^rique, etei iL 365. Charlev- 
Hist, de Parag. ii. 4m. 

t Techo's Account of Paraguay, etc. Church. Collect* 
vi. 108. Lett. Edif. 24. 200. Lo*ano Descr. $2. 

§ Maccleur's Journal, 63. 

** Lettr. Edif. x. 200. See NOTE XXVL 

ft Charlev. iii. 368. £ett. Edif. x. 200. P. Melch. Her- 
nandez Memor. de Cheitqui. Colbert. Collect* Orig .Pap. L 
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the parents are frequently exposed to want by book 
their own improvident indolence, the difficulty ^ ■■ » ' ■ * 
of sustaining their children becomes so great, 
that it is not uncommon to abandon or destroy 
them.* Thus their experience of the difficulty 
of training up an infant to maturity, amidst th$ 
hardships of savage life, often stifles the voice 
of nature among the Americans, and suppresses 
the strong emotions of parental tenderness. 

But, though necessity compels the inhabitants Parental af- 
of America thus, to set bounds to the increase of filial duty, 
their families, they aire not deficient in affection 
and attachment to their offspring- They feel 
the power of this instinct in its full force, and 
as long, as their progeny continue feeble and 
helpless, no people exceed them in tenderness 
apd care.f But injrude nations r tke dependence 
of children upon their parents is of shorter con- 
tinuance than in polished societies*- When men 
must be trained to the various functions of civil 
life by previous discipline and education, when 
the knowledge of abstruse sciences, must be 
taught, and dexterity in intricate arts must be 
acquired, before a young man is prepared ta 
begin his career of action, the attentive feelings 
. of a parent are not confined to the years of in- 
fancy, but extend to what is more remote, the 

* Venega's Hist, of Californ. i. Jte, 
f Gumilla, i. an. Biet. 3go. 



Digitized by CjOOQ 



io4 



HISTORY OP AMERICA, • 

establishment of his ehiM in the world. Even 
then, his solicitude does not terminate. His 
protection may still be requisite, and his wis- 
dom and experience still prove useful guides. 
Thus a permanent connexion is formed ; parental 
tenderness is exercised, and filial respect re- 
turned, throughout the whole course of life. 
But in the simplicity of the savage state, the 
affection of parents, like the instinctive fondness 
of animals', ceases almost entirely as soon as, 
their offspring attain maturity. Little instruc- 
tion fits them for that mode of life to which 
they are destined. The parents, as if their duty 
were accomplished* when they have conducted 
their children through the helpless years of' 
infancy, leave them afterwards at entire Kberty. 
Even in their tender age, they seldom advise 
or admonish, they never chide or chastise 
them. They suffer them to be absolute masters 
of their own actions.* Irt an American hut, a 
father, a mother, and their posterity, live toge- 
ther like persons assembled by accident, without ' 
seeming to feel the obligation of the duties* mu- 
tually arising from this connexion,f As filial 
love is siot cherished by the continuance of 

* Cliarlev. iu. 272. Biet. 3()o. Gumilla, i. 212. Lafitau^ 
i. 662. Creuxii Hist. Canad. p. 71. Fernandez, Relac* 
Jlist. de los Chequit. 35. 

t OwIeY. Hfe J*. Jr. fli. 27$, 
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iattention or good offices, the recollection of book 
benefits received in early infancy is too faint to * ■ / * \* 
excite it. Conscious of their own liberty, and 
impatient of restraint, the y otith of -America aw 
acctfstomfcd to act as if : thfey were totally inde- 
pendent. Their parents are not objects of greater 
regard than other persons. They treat them 
always with neglect/ and ofteii with such harsh- 
ness and insotence, as to .fill those who have 
been witnesses of their conduct with horror.* 
Thus the ideaft' which sefem to be natural to 
man in his saVage state; as they result neces- 
sarily from Ms circunistanees and condition ih 
that' pferiod'6f his progress/ affect the two capital 
relations hi doWBsiifc life. They render the 
union betweenf husband anjd wife* untequal. They 
shorten the duration, arid weaken theforce> of 
the connexion' between parents and children. ' 

IV. Froni* the* domestic state of the Amfcri* Political u*. 
cans, thes transition to the consideration of their 
civil government' and polital institutions is na^- 
tutol. •' In eVfery enquiry cxmcerraing; the ope^- 
rations ofmfctt when united together in society^ 
the firsrt object of attention should be their 
mode >>f iubdistehce, Accordingly as thatva- 

* Gumilla, i. am. Tertre, ii. 3j6. Charlev. Hist <Ie N. 
France, iii. 509. Charlev. Hist. deParag. i. ii5. Lozano. 
Descript. del Gran Chaco, p. 68. loo, foi. Fernand. Relae* 
Bistor. de k* Chequtt. 4*6* 
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ries, their laws and policy must be different* 
The institution: suited to the ideas and exi- 
gencies of tribe% i^hich subsist chiefly by fish-r 
ing or hunting, and which have as yet acquired 
but an imperfect conception of any species of 
property, will be mueh more simple than those 
which must take place when the earth is culti- 
vated with reguku: industry, and a right of pror- 
perty, not only in its: procfajetiops, but in th$- 
soil itself, ia completely ascertained. , . 
MMsMce ^ *^ e V eo V^ e Q ^ Amerkia^ now tt&detfreview^ 
belong to the former $ass; -Bat though they 
may all be comprehended uftder the general 
denomination of. savage, th$ advances whidfe 
they had made ill the art qf~prp«uring to them-* 
selves a certain aatd plentiful subsistence, wer? 
yery unequal. On the e&tensive plains of 
South America^ man appears in one of thf 
rudest states in which he has been observed, or r 
perhaps* ; can exist- Several tribes depend en-r 
tirely upon, the bounty of nature for subsisr 
4ence. They: discover no solicitude, they emt 
ploy little foreSighl, they scarcely exert any 
indiistry, to secure what isnaecessfcry for their 
supports The Topayers of Brasil^ the Guaxer 
ros of Tierra Firme, the Caiguas, the Moxo^ 
and several other people of Paraguay, are unac- 
quainted with every species of cultivation. 
They neither sojjt nor plant. Even the culture 
of the manioc, of which jeassada bread is made* 
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is an art too intricate for their ingenuity, or too book 
fatiguing to their indolence. The roots which 
the earth produces spontaneously, the fruits, the 
berries, and the seeds, which they gather in the 
woods, together with lizards and other reptiles, 
which multiply amazingly with the heat of the 
climate in a fat soil, moistened by frequent 
gains, supply them with food during some part 
of the year* At other tirafcs they subsist by By fishing 
fishing; and niature seems to have indulged the 
laziness of the South American tribes by the 
liberality with which she ministers, in this way, 
to their wants. The vast rirers of that region 
in America abound with an infinite variety of 
the most delicate fish. The lakes and marshes 
formed- by the annual overflowing of the wa- 
ters^ are filled with all the! different species, 
where they remain shut up, as in natural reser- 
voirs, for the use of the inhabitants. They 
swarm in such shoals, that in some places they 
are catchfcd without ail or industry.]- In others, 
the natives- have discovered a method of in- 
fecting the water with the juice of certain 



* Nieuhoff. Hist, of Brasil. Church. Coll. ii. i34. Simon, 
Conquista de Tierra Firme, p. 166. Techo, Account of 
Paraguay, etc. Church, vi. 78. Lettr. Edif. 23. 58$. 10. 
199. Lozano, Descrip. del Gran Chaco. p. 81. Bibas, 
Histor. delos Triumfos, etc; p. 7- < 

t See NOTE XXVII. . 
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b 6 6 k plants by which the fish are so intoxiated, that 
x ' „ '* :* - ' they float on the surface,, paid are taken with 
the hand* Some tiibes haveingenuity enough 
to preserve them without salt,,, by drying' or 
smoking them upon hurdles over a slow fire.f 
The prolific quality of the rivers in South 
America induces many of the nat^v^ to resort 
to their banks, ; a.nd to 'depend almiost; entirely 
for nourishment on; i^hat their waters supply 
with such profusipn4 In this part of the globe, 
hunting seems not tq iia,yQ t>een the first em*- 
ployment of men, or the first effort of their in- 
vention and laboi^to obtain food. They were 
fishers before they became hunters j and as the 
occupations of the former $o not cal£ for equal 
exertions of actiyity or talents with thpseof 
the latter, people in that ; stat6 appear to possess 
neither the same degree of enterprise nor of 
ingepuityi Tjhe^tty nations, adjacent to the 
Maragnon and QrjjiQeo,, are manifestly the most 
inactive and least intelligent of all. the Amd~ 
rijqaijs, ! 

Bjbwitiiig. None but tribes contiguous to great rivers 
can sustain themselves in this manner. The 
greater part of the American nations, dispersed 

* See NOTE XXVin. . ; 

,- f Coadanu i5$. Gumilla, it; 3p . Lettr. Edif. i4. ig^ 
Zt3. 3a8. Acugna, Relat. de la Rtv. des Amaz. i38. 

* Barrere, Relat. de Fr. Equip, p. *55* * 



— - -. -■_- Digifiz§ifestC?OOQ'lC'' 



&1$TC&? OJ? AIMTElllci. If*) 

OVer the forests with which, their couiftry is » oo * 
<tovered, do not procure subsistence with the * — i« * "' 
same facility. For although these forests, espe- 
cially in the southern continent of America, are 
stored plentifully with game,* considerable ef- 
forts of activity and ingenuity are requisite in 
pursuit of it* Necessity incited the natives to 
the one, and taught them the other. Hunting 
became their principal occupation ; and as it 
called forth strenuous exfertions of courage, of 
force, and of invention, it was deemed lio less 
honorable than necessary. This occupation 
was peculiar to the men. s They were trained 
to it from their earliest youth. A bold andf 
dextrous hunter ranked nexit in failie to the 
distinguished warrior, and. an alliance with the 
former is often fcoufted in preference to one 
with the lafter.'f* Hardly any device, which , 
the ingenuity of man has discovered for en- , 
snaring or destroying wild animals, was un- 
known td the" Americans. While engaged in 
this favorite exercise, they shake off the indo- 
lence 'peculiar to their nature, the latent powers 
and vigor of their minds are roused, and they 
become active, persevering, and indefatigable. 
^ Their sagacity in finding their prey, and their 

* P. Martyr, Decad. p. 3a4. Gumilla, ii. 4, etc. Acugna, 
t i5& ' . 

f Charley. Histoire de la N. France, iii. i i5, 
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B °o K address in killing it, are equal. Their reason 
and their senses being constantly directed to- 
wards this one object, the former displays such 
fertility of invention, and the latter * acquire 
such a degree of acutenqss, as appear almost in- 
credible. They discern the footsteps of a wild 
beast, which escape every other eye, and can 
follow them with certainty through the pathless 
forest. If they attack their game openly, their 
arrow seldom errs from the mark ; * if they en- 
deavour to circumvent it by art, it is almost 
impossible to avoid their toils. Among several 
tribes, their young men were not permitted to 
marry, until they had given such proofs of their 
skill in hunting as put it beyond doubt that 
they were capable of providing for a family. 
Their ingenuity, always on the stretch, and 
sharpened by emulation, as well as necessity, 
has struck Out many inventions, which greatly 
facilitate success in the chase. The most sin- 
gular of these is the disqpvery of a poison in 
which they dip the arrows employed in .hunt- 
ing. The slightest wound with those enve** 
nomed shafts is mortal. If they only pierce the, 
skin, the blood fixes and congeals in a moment, 
and the strongest animal falls motionless to the 
ground. Nor does this poison, notwithstanding 

* Biet. Voy. tie France Equin. 35j. Davies' Discoy. of 
tke River of Ajcax, Purchas. iv. p< 1287, 
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its violence and subtlety, infect the flesh of the book 
animal which it kills. That may be eaten with ^ /■ * 
perfect safety, and retains its native relish and 
qualities. All the nations situated upon the 
banks of the Maragnon and Orinoco are ac- 
quainted with this composition, the chief in- 
gredient in which is the juice extracted from 
the root of the curare, a species of withe.* In 
other pa^s of America, they employ the juice 
of the manchenille for the same purpose, and it 
operates with no less fatal activity. To people 
possessed of those secrets, the -bow is a more 
destructive weapon than the musket, and, in 
their skilful hands, does great execution among 
the birds and beasts which abound in the fo- 
rests of America. 

But the life of a hunter gradually leads man Byagricoi- 
to a state more advanced. The chase, even ttle " 
where prey is abundant, and the .dexterity of 
the hunter much improved, affords but an un- 
certain maintenance, and at some seasons it 
must be suspended altogether. If a savage 
trusts to his bow alone for food, he and his 
family will be often reduced to extreme dis- 
tress.f Hardly any region of the. earth fur- 
nishes man spontaneously with what his wants 

*GumQla, ii, i,etc. Condam. 208. Recherch. Philos. ii. 
5139. Bancroft's Nat. Hist, of Guiana, 281, etc. 
. + Sec NOTE XXIX. 
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BOOK Require. In the mildest climates, and most fetf-* 
> n / ■ ' tile soils, his own industry and foresight must 
be exerted, in somfe degree, to secure a regular 
supply of food. Their experience of this sur-* 
mounts the abhorrence of labor natural to sa- 
vage nations, and compels them to have re-* 
course to culture, as subsidiary to hunting. In 
particular situations, some smal 1 tribes -may sub- 
sist by fishing, independent of any production of 
the earth, raised by their own industry. But 
throughout all America, we scarcely meet with, 
any nation of hunters, which does not practise 
some species of cultivation. 
Tfceraiaua The agriculture of the Americans, however, 
tbeircui- is neither extensive nor laborious. As game 
and fish are their principal food, all they aim 
at by cultivation, is to; supply any occasional 
defect of these* In the southern continent of 
America, the natives confined their industry to 
rearing a few plants, which, in a rich soil and 
warm climate, were easily trained to .maturity* 
The chief of these is Maize* well known in 
Europe by th6 name of Turkey or Indian wheat, 
a grain extremely prolific, of simple culture, 
agreeable to the taste, and affording a strong 
hearty nourishment. The second is the Ma~ 
nioc, which grows to the size of a large shrub, or 
small tree, and produces roots somewhat resem- 
bling parsnips. After carefully Squeezing otlt 
the juice, these roots are grated down to a fine 

powder, 
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powder, and formed into thin cakes, called Cas- B oo k 
$add bread, which, though insipid to the taste, 
proves no contemptible food.* As the juice of 
the manioc is a deadly poison, some authors 
have celebrated the ingenuity of the Ameri- 
cans, in concerting a noxious plant into whole- 
some nourishment. But it should rather be 
considered as one of the desperate expedients 
for procuring subsistence, to which necessity, 
reduces rude nations ; or, perhaps, men were led 
to the use of it by a progress, in which there is 
nothing marvellous. One species of manioc is 
altogether free of any poisonous quality, an$ may 
be eaten without any preparation but that of 
roasting it in the embers. This, it is probable, 
wad first used by the Americans as food ; and 
necessity having gradually taught them the art 
of separating its pernicious juice from the 6ther 
species, they have by experience found it to bo 
more prolific as well as more nourishing.^ The 
third is the plantain, which though it rises* to 
the height of a tree, is of such quick growth, that 
in less than a year it rewards the industry of 

* Sloane Hist, of Jam. Introd, p. 18. Labat, i. 3g4. 
Acosta Hist. Ind. Occid. Natur.lib; iv. c. 17. Ulloa, i. 62. 
Aublet Mem. sur le Magnioc. Hist, des Plantes, torn, ii, 
p. 65, etc. 

f Martyr, Decad. 3oi. Labat. i. 4n. Gumilla, iii. 192. 
Macbucha Milieu Indiana, i64. See NOTE XXX. 
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book the cultivator with its fruit. This, when roastecl, 
supplies the place of bread, and is both pala- 
table and nourishing.* The fourth is the po- 
tatoes whose culture and qualities are too well 
known to need any description. The f^ffth is 
pimento s a small tree, yielding a -strong aro- 
matic spice. The Americans, who, like other 
inhabitants of warm climates, delight in what- 
ever is hot and of poignant flavor, deem this 
seasoning a necessary of life, and mingle it co- 
piously with every kind of food they take.f 

Such are the various productions, which 
were the chief object of culture among the 
hunting tribes on the continent of America ; 
and with a moderate exertion of active and pro- 
vident industry, these might have yielded a 
full supply to the wants of a numerous people. 
But men, accustomed to the free and vagrant 
life of hunters, are incapable of regular appli- 
cation to labor, and consider agriculture as a 
secondary and inferior occupation. Accord- 
ingly, the provision for subsistence, arising from 
Cultivation, was so limited and scanty among 
the Americans, ' that, upon any accidental fai- 
lure of their usual success in hunting, they 
% were often reduced to extreme distress. 

In the islands, the mode of subsisting was 

* See NOTE XXXL 

f GumUla, iii. 171. Acosta, lib. iv. c. ao« 



J 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. 1*5 

considerably different. None of the large aiii^ book 
mals which abound on the continent were * 
known there. Only four species of quadrupeds, 
besides a kind of small dumb dog, existed in the 
islands, the biggest of which did not exceed the 
size of a rabbit.* To hunt such diminutive 
prey, was an occupation which required no 
effort either of activity or courage. The chief 
employment of a hunter in the isles was to kill 
birds, which on the continent are deemed ig~ 
noble game, and left chiefly to the pursuit of 
boys.f This want of animals, as well as their 
peculiar situation, led the islanders to depend 
principally upon fishing for their subsistence.^ 
Their rivers, and th$ sea with which they are 
surrounded, supplied them with this species of 
food. At some particular seasons, turtle, craba, 
and other shell-fish, abounded in such nunn- 
bers, that the natives could support themselves 
with a facility in which their indolence de- 
lighted.§ At other times, they ate lizards, and 
various reptiles of odious forms.** To fishing, 
the inhabitants of the islands added some degree 

* Oviedo, lib. xii. in proem. 

[ Ribas Hist, de los Triumph, p. i5. De la Potherie, ii. 51 
iii. 20. 
% Oviedo, lib. xiii. c. 1. Gomara, Hist. Gener. c. 28* 
§ Gomara; Hist. Gener. c. 9. Labat, ii. 221, etc. 
** Oviedo, lib. xiii. c. 3. 
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Book of agriculture* Maize,* manioc, and other 
^— ^1—^ plants, were cultivated in the same manner* as 
Their agri- on the continent. But all the fruits of their in- 
cuhare very a ustryj together with what their soil and din 
mate produced spontaneously, afforded them 
but a scanty maintenance. Though their de- 
mands for food were very sparing, they hardly 
raised what was sufficient for their, own con- 
Sumption. If a few Spaniards settled in any 
district, such a small addition of supemuirie- 
tfary mouths soon exhausted their scanty stores, 
and brought on a famine. 
TVo cawcs Two circumstances, common to all the savage 
perfection, nations ot America, concurred with those which 
I have already mentioned, not only in rendering 
their agriculture imperfect, but in circumscrib- 
ing their power in all their operations. They 
had no tame animals ; and they were unac- 
quainted with the useful metals. 
The want In other parts of the globe, man, in his rudest 
animSs 8 . state, appears as lord of the creation, giving law 
to various tribes of animals, which he has tamed 
and reduced to subjection. Thfe Tartar follows 
his prey on the horse which he has reared; or 
tends his numerous herds, which furnish him 
both with food and clothing: the Arab has ren- 
dered the camel docile, and avails himself of its 
persevering strength: the Laplander has formed 

* See NOTE XXXIL 
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' tte rein-deer to be subservient to his wiH ; and Book 
even the people of Kamchatka have trained 
their dogs to labor. This command over the 
inferior creatures is one of the*noblest prero- 
gatives, of man, and among the greatest efforts 
of his wisdom and power. Without this, hia 
dominion is incomplete. » He is a monarch, who . 
has no subjects; a master, without servants, 
and must perform eveary operation by the 
strength of his own arm.. . Such was the condi- 
tion of all the rude nations in America. Their 
reason was so little improved, or their union so 
incomplete, that they seem not to have been 
conscious of their nature, and suffered all th$ 
animal creation to retain its liberty, without 
establishing their own authority over any one 
species. Most of the animals, indeed, whiclji 
have been rendered domestic iitour continent, 
do not exist in the New World ; but those pe- 
culiar to it are neither so fierce, nor so formi- 
dable, as to have exempted them from servi- 
tude. There are some animals of the same sper 
cies in both continents. But the rein-deer, 
which has been tamed and broken to the yoke 
in the one hemisphere, runs wild in the other. 
The bison of America is manifestly of the same 
species with the horned cattle of the other he- 
misphere.* The latter, even among the rudest 

* BufToD} Artie. Bison. 
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book natioAs in our continent, have been rendered 
domestic; and, in consequence of his dominion 
over them, man can accomplish works of labor 
with greater facility, and has made a great ad- 
dition to his means of subsistence. The inha- 
bitants of many regions of. the New World, 
where the bison abounds, might have derived 
the same advantage from it. It is not of a 
nature so indocile, but that it might have been 
trained to be as subservient to man as our 
cattle.* But a savage, in that uncultivated 
state wherein the Americans were discovered, 
is the enemy of the other animals, not their su- 
perior. He wastes and destroys, but knows not 
how to multiply or to govern them.f 

This, perhaps, is the most notable distinction 
between the inhabitants of the Ancient and 
New Worlds, and a high pre-eminence of ci- 
vilized men above such as continue rude. The 
greatest operations of man in changing and im- 
proving the face of nature, as well as his most 
considerable efforts in cultivating the earth, are 
accomplished by means of the aid which he re- 
ceives from the animals whom he has tamed 
and employs in labor. It is by their strength 
that he subdues the stubborn soil, and converts 

* Nouv.Decouverte par Hennepin, p. 192. Ralm. i. 207. 

t Buffon Hist. Nat. ix. 85. Hist. Philos. et Polit. dea 
Etablissem. des Europ. dans les deux Indes, vi. 364. 
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the desert or marsh into a fruitful field. But boo.k 

iv. 
man, in his civilized state, is so accustomed to ^ ■ . V y 

the service of the domestic animals, that he sel- 
dom reflects upon the vast benefits which he 
derives from it. If we were to suppose him, 
even when most* improved, to be deprived of 
their useful ministry, his empire over nature 
must in some measure cease, and he would re-» 
main a feeble animal, at a loss how to subsist, 
and incapable of attempting such arduous un~> 
dertakings as their- assistance enables him tp 
execute with ease. 

It is a doubtful point, whether the dominion Wamofthd 
of man over the animal creation, or his ac- *&f me ~ 
quiring the use of metals, has contributed most 
to extend his power. The era of this im- 
portant discovery is unknown, and in our he- 
misphere very remote. It is only by tradition, 
or by digging up some rude instruments of our 
forefathers, that we learn that mankind were 
originally unacquainted with the use of metals, 
and endeavoured to supply the want of them 
by employing flints, shells, bones, and other 
hard substances, for the same purposes which 
metals serve among polished nations. Nature 
completes the formation of some metals. Gold, 
silver, and copper, are found in their perfect 
atate in the clefts of rocks, in the sides of moun- 
tains, or the channels pf rivers. These were 
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book accordingly the metals first known, and first 
applied to use. But iron, the most serviceable 
of all, and to which man is most indebted, is 
never discovered in its perfect form ; its gross 
and stubborn ore must feel twice the force of 
fire, and go through two laborious processes^ 
before it become fit for use.* Man was long 
acquainted with the other metals, before he 
acquired the art of fabricating iron, or attained 
such ingenuity as to perfect an invention, to 
which he is indebted for* those instruments 
wherewith he subdues- the earth, and commands 
all its inhabitants. But in this, as well as in 
many other respects, the inferiority of the Ame- 
ricans was conspicuous. All the savage tribes, 
scattered over the continent and islands, were 
totally unacquainted with the metals which their 
soil produces in great abundance, if we except 
some trifling quantity of gold, which they picked 
tip in the torrents that descended from their 
mountains, and formed into ornaments. Their 
devices to supply this want of the serviceable 
metals, were extremely rude and awkward- 
The most simple operation was to them an un- 
dertaking of immense difficulty and labor. To 
fall a tree with no other instruments than 
hatchets of stQne, was employment for a month.* 
To forma canoe into shape^and to hollow il* 

* Guinilla, iii. 196. 
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consumed years ; and it frequently began to isrt loon 
before they were able to finish it* Their ope- 
rations in agriculture were equally slow and 
defective. In a country covered with woods of 
the hardest timber, the clearing of a small, field 
destined for pulture required the united efforts 
of a tribe, and was a wdrk of much time and 
great toil. This wjets the business of the men, 
and their indolence was satisfied with perform- 
ing it in a very slovenly manner. The labor 
of cultivation was left to *the women, who^ 
after digging, or rather Stirling the field, with 
wooden mattocks, and stakes hardened in the 
,:fire, sowed or planted it ; but they were morse 
indebted for the increase to the fertility of the 
roil, than to their* own rude industry .f • 
i Agriculture, even when the strength of man is 
seconded by that of the animals which he has 
subjected to the yoke, and his power augmented 
by the use of the various instruments with 
which the discoveryfrof metals has furnished 
him, is still a work of great labor; and it is 
with the sweat of his brow that he renders the 
earth fertile. It is not wonderful, then, that 
people destitute of both these advantages should 
have made so little progress in cultivation, that 
they must be considered as depending for sub* 

* Borde Relat. des Caraibes, p. 22. 

f Gumilla, iii. 166, etp. Lettr. Edif. xii. 10. 
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book sistetice on fishing and hunting, rather than oil 

> ■■ Jm < the fruits of their own labor. 

Political in- From this description of the mode of Sub- 
stitutions r 

•rising from sisting among the rude American tribes, the 

this slate. a ? „ , . ,. . , • • • 

form and genius of their political institutions 
may be deduced, and we are enabled to trace 
various circumstances of distinction between 
them and more civilized nations, 
i. Divided i. They were divided into small independent 
commmii- communities. While hunting is the chief 
source of subsistence, a vast extent of territory 
is requisite for supporting a small number of 
people. In proportion as men multiply and 
unite, the wild animals, on which they depend 
for food, diminish, or fly at a greater distance 
from the haunts of tlieir enemy* The increase 
of a society in this state is limited by its own 
nature, and the members of it must either 
disperse, like the game which they pursue, or 
fall upon some better method of procuring food, 
than by hunting. Beast* of prey are by nature 
solitary and unsocial, they go not forth to the 
chase in herds, but delight in those recesses of 
the forest where they can roam and destroy 
undisturbed. A nation of hunters resembles 
them both in occupation and in genius. They 
cannot form into large communities, because it 
would be impossible to find subsistence; and 
they must drive to a distance every rival who 
may incroach on those domains, which they; 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



^t 



^ISTOHY OP AMERICA. ia3 

consider as their own. This was the state of booi 
all the American. tribes, the numbers in each - , '... ' 
were inconsiderable, though scattered over coun- 
tries of great extent; they were far removed 
from one another, and engaged in perpetual 
hostilities or rivalship.* In America, the word 
nation is i*ot of the same import as in other 
parts of the globe. It is applied to small so- 
cieties, not exceeding, perhaps, two or tferee 
hundred persons, but occupying provinces 
greater than some kingdoms in Europe. The 
country of Guiana, though of larger extent 
than the kingdom of ^France, and divided 
among a great number of nations, did not 
contain above twenty-five thousand inhabi- 
tants.f In the provinces which border on the 
Orinoco, one may travel several hundred miles 
in different directions, without finding a single 
hut, or observing the footsteps of a human ' 
creature4. In North America, where the cli- 
mate is more rigorous, and the soil less fertile, 
the desolation is still greater. . There, journeys 
of some hundred leagues have been made 
through uninhabited plains and forests.^ As 

* Lozano, Descrip.del Gran Chapo, 69, 62. Fernandez, 
Relac. Hist, de Iqs Chiquit. 16a. 

f Voyages de M archais, iy. 353. / 

\ Gum ilia, ii. \o\. 

$M. Fabry, quoted by Bufibn, iii. 488. Lafitau, 11. 179. 
Bossu, Travels through Louisiana, i. in. See NOTE 
XXXHI. 
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book long as hunting continues to be the chief en*- 
x * ' - ' ployinent of man to which he trusts for sutn- 

sistence, he can hardly be said to have occupied 

the earth * 
Una«- 2. Nations which .depend upon hunting are* 

quaimed , . * i • i r 

withHhe in a great measure, strangers to the idea of pro- 
idea of & . . \ , & . . _ , . r 
property, perty. As the animals on which the hunter 

feeds are not bred under his inspection nor 
liotftished by his care, he can claim no right to* 
them, while they 'run wild in the forests. Where 
game is so plentiful that it may be catchecfe 
with little trouble, men never dream of appro- 
priating what is of small value, or of easy ac— 
, quisition. Where it is so rare, that the labor or> " 

danger of the chase requires the united efforts' 
of a tribe, or village, what is killed is a common* 
stock, belonging equally to all, who, by their 
skill or their courage, have contributed to the 
success of the excursion. The forest, or hun- 
ting-grounds, are deemed the property of the* 
tribe, from which it has a title to exclude every 
rival nation. But no individual arrogates a* 
right to any district of these, in preference to* 
his fellow-citizens. They belong alike to all j» 
and thither, as to a general and individed store, 
all repair in quest of sustenance. The same 
principles by which they regulate their chief 
occupation, extend to that which is subordinate^ 

* See NOTE XXXIV. 
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!Even agriculture has not introduced among book, 
them a complete idea of property. As the men 
hunt, the women labor together, and after they 
have shared the toils *bf the seed-time, they 
enjoy the harvest in common* Among some 
tribes, the increase of their cultivated lands is 
deposited in a public granary, and divided among 
them at stated times, according to their wants.f 
Among others, though they lay up separate 
stores, they do not acquire such an exclusive 
right of property, that they can enjoy super- 
fluity, while those around them sufiFer want4 
Thus the distinctions arising from the inequa- 
liy of possessions are unknown. The terms 
rich or poor enter not into their language, and 
being strangers to property* they are unac- 
quainted with what is the great object of laws 
and policy, as well as the chief motive which 
induced mankind to establish the various ar- 
rangements of regular government.^ 

5. People in this state retain a high sense of ffig fc ««jp§ 
equality and independence. Wherever the idea andiude- 

*% ^ , peudencc. 

of property is not established, there can be no 
distinction among men, bat what arises from 

* Dr. Ferguson's Essay, ia5. 

t Gumiila, i. 265. Brickell, Hist, of N. Carol Z*j. 
See NOTE XXXV. 

jDenys, Hist. Natur. ii. 392, 3$3. 

§ P. Martyr, Decad. p. 45. Veneg. Hist, of Californ. 
i. 66. Lery, NaVig. inBrasjl, c. 17.* 
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personal qualities. These can be conspicuous 
only on such occasions as call them forth into 
exertion. In times of danger, or in affairs of 
intricacy, the wisdom iftid experience of age are 
consulted, and prescribe the measures which 
ought to be pursued. When a tribe of savages 
takes the field against the enemies of their 
country, the warrior of most approved courage 
leads the youth to the combat * If they go 
forth in a body to the chase, the most expert 
and adventurous hunter is foremost, and directs 
their motions. But during seasons of tran- 
quillity and inaction, when there is no occasion 
to display those talents, all pre-eminence ceases* 
Every circumstance indicates that all the mem- 
bers of the community are on a level. They 
are clothed in the same simple garb. They 
feed on the same plain fare. Their houses and 
furniture are exactly similar. No distinction 
can arise from the inequality of possessions, 
Whatever forms dependence on one part, or 
constitutes superiority on the other, is unknown* 
•All are freemen, all feel themselves to be such* 
and assert with firmness the rights which belong 
to that condition/}- This sentiment of indepen- 
dence is imprinted so deeply in their nature, 

* Acosta, Hist, lib. vi. c. 19. Stadius, Hist. Bras il, lib. ii. 
c. i3. De Bry, iii. p. 110. Bid. 36i. 
f Labat. yl ia4, Brickell. Hist. -of Carol. 3io. 
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that no change of condition can eradicate it> Book 
and bend their minds to servitude. Accustomed > ■■ . ' * 
to be absolute masters of their own conduct, 
they disdain to execute the orders of another; 
and having never known controul, they will 
not submit to correction.* Many of the Ame- 
ricans, when they found that they were treated 
as slaves by the Spaniards, died of grief; many 
destroyed themselves in despair.^ 

4. Among people in this state, government 8e jJ 8 JflJ mJ 
can assume little authority, and the sense of tion imp«r- 
civil subordination must remain very imperfect* 
While the idea of property is unknown, or in-* 
completely conceived j while the spontaneous 
productions, of the earth, as well as the fruits of 
industry, are considered, as belonging to the 
public stock, there can hardly be any such 
subject of difference or discussion among the 
members of the same community, as will re- 
quire the hand of authority to interpose in 
order to adjust it. Where the right of separate 
3nd exclusive possession is not introduced, the 
-great object of law and jurisdiction does not 
3xist. When the members of a tribe are called 
ijxto the field, either to invade the territories of 



* See NOTE XXXVI. 

f Oviedo, lib. iii. c. 6. p. 97. Vega, Conquest, de la 
Florida, i. 3o. ii. 4i6. Labat. ii. i38. Benzo, Hist. Nor. 
Orb. lib. iy. c, u5. 
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* ?v° K *k e ** enemies, or to repel their attacks, when 
s — -s— ' they are engaged together in the toil and 
dangers of the chase, they then perceive that 
they are part of a political body. They are 
conscious of their own connection with the 
companions in conjunction with whom they 
act, and they follow and reverence such as 
excel in conduct and valor. But, during the 
intervals between such common efforts, they 
seem scarcely to feel the 'ties of political union.* 
No visible form of government is established. 
The names of magistrate and subject are not in 
use. Every one seems to enjoy his natural in- 
dependence almost entire. If a scheme of public 
utility be proposed, the members of the com- 
munity are left at liberty to chuse whether they 
will or will not assist in carrying it into exe- 
cution. No statute imposes any service as a 
duty, no compulsory laws oblige them to per- 
form it. All their resolutions are voluntary, 
and flow from the impulse of their own minds, f 
The first step towards establishing a public ju- 
risdiction has not been taken in those rude 
societies. The right of revenge is left in pri- 
vate hands4 If violence is committed, or blood 

* Lozano, Descr. del Gran Chaco, g3. Meleudez Teforoa 
Yerdaderos, ii. a3. See NOTE XXXVII. 
f Charlev. Hist. N, France, iii . u66.~ 268. 
t Herrera, dec. lib. iy. c. 8. 

13 
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1$ shed, the community does hot assume the book 
pbwer eithetf of inflicting oi* of moderating the ^— *^— * 
punishment; It belongs to the family and friends 
of the person* injured 6r slain to avenge the 
wrong, or to accept of the reparation offered by 
the aggrefcsor. If the elders interpose, it is to 
advise, not to decide^ and it is seldom their 
counsels are listened to; fdr as it is. ; deemed 
pusillanimous to suffer an offender to escape 
with impunity, resentment is implacable and 
everlasting** The object of government among 
^saVageS is mther foreign than domestic. They 
do not aim at maintaining interior order and 
police by public regulations, or the exertions 
of any permanent authority, but labor to 
preserve such union amoiig the members of 
their tiibe, that they may watch the motions 
of their enemies, and «ct against them with 
concert and vigor. 

Such was the forifr of political order esta* *Towhat 
Wished among the greater part of the American SeSripa^i 
Nations. In this state were almost all the tribes apply ' 
spread over the provinces extending eastward 
of the Mississipi, from the mouth of the St, 
Xaurence to the confines of Florida; In a simi^ 
]ar condition were the people of Brasil, the in^- 
habitants of Chili, several tribes in Paraguay 

* Gliarlev. Hist. N. France, 111. 271. 274. tafit. i. 48& 
.Cassani, Hist, de Nuero Reyno de Granada, 226. 
VOL. II* jfc 
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book and Guiana, and in the countries which stretch 
from the mouth of the Orinoco to the peninsula 
of Yucatan. Among such an infinite number 
of petty associations, there may be peculiarities 
which constitute a distinction, and mark the va- 
rious degrees of their civilization and improve- 
ment. But an attempt to trace and enumerate 
these would be vain, as they have not been oh* 
served by persons capable of discerning the mi* 
nute and delicate circumstances which serve to 
discriminate nations resembling one another in 
their general character and features. The de^- 
scription which I have given of the political 
institutions that took place among those rude 
tribes in America, concerning which we have 
received most complete information, will apply, 
with little variation, to every people, both in 
its northern and southern division, who have 
advanced no farther in civilization, than to add 
some slender degree of agriculture to fishing 
and hunting. 

Imperfect as those institutions may appeal*, 
several tribes were not so far advanced in their 
political progress. Among all those petty na- 
tions which trusted for subsistence entirely to 
fishing and hunting without any species of cul- 
tivation the union was so incomplete, and their 
sense of mutual dependence so feeble, that 
hardly any appearance of government or order 
can be discerned in their proceedings. Their 
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Grants are few, their objects of pursuit simple; * o ° * 
they form into separate tribes, and act together N * ■ '»* 
from instinct, habit, or cohveniency, rather than , 
from any formal concert and association. To 
this class belong the Californians, several of the 
small nations in the extensive country of Para- 
guay > some of the people on the banks of the 
Orinoco, and on the river St Magdalene, in thg 
new kingdom of Granada * 

But though amoiig theSe last mentioned ^®*"^ 
tribes there was hardly ariy shadow of regular P earan * e «< 
government, atid.even among those which 1 
first described its authority is slender and con- 
fined within narrow bounds, there were, how- 
fever, some places in America wheite government 
Was carried far beyond the degree of perfection 
whi<5h seenis natural to rude riations. In sur- 
veying the political operations of man, either in 
his savage or civilized state, we discover singu- 
lar and eccentric institutions, which start as it 
^Were froria their station, atid fly off so wide, that 
we labor ill vain to bring them within the ge- 
neral laws of any system, or to accoyrit for them 
by those principles which influence other com- 
munities in a similar situation. Some instances 
of this occur among those people of America, 
whom I have included under the common de- 
nomination of savage. These are so curipus and 

* Venegas, i. 68. Lettr. Edif. ii. 176. Techo, Hist, of 
tarag. Churchill, yi. 78. Hist. Geth dcs Yoyages, xiy* jb* 
X 3 
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* ° v ° K important that I shall describe them, and at* 
tempt to explain their origin* 

In the New World, as well as in other parts 

rL^io^l mel of the globe, cold or temperate countries appear 
to be the favorite seat of freedom and inde— ' 
pendence^ There the mind, like the body, is 
firm and vigorous. There men, conscious of 
their own dignity, and capable of the greatest 
efforts in asserting it, aspire to independence, 
and their stubborn spirits stoop with reluctance 
to the yoke of servitude. In warmer climates, 
by whose influence the whole frame is so much 
enervated, that present pleasure is the supreme 
felicity, and mere repose is enjoyment, men ac- 
quiesce, almost without a struggle, in tjie do- 
minion of a superior^ Accordingly, if we pro- 
ceed from north to south along th§ continent of 
America, we shall find the power of those vested 
with authority gradually increasing, and the 
-spirit of the people becoming more tame and 
passive. In Florida, the authority of the sa- 
chems, caziques, or chiefs, was not only perma- 
nent, but hereditary. They were distinguished 
by peculiar ornaments, they enjoyed preroga- 
tives of various kinds, and were treated by their 
subjects with thatreverence which people accus- 

■Among the tomed to subjection pay to a master.* Among 

* Cardenas y Cano Ensayo Chronol. a la Hist, de Florida, 
p. 46. Le Moype de Morgues Icones Florida?. Ap. de Brj» 
p, i. 4, et<j. Charier. Htffc ft France, iu. &>], 46& 
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the Natchez, a powerful tribe now extinct, for- book 
merly situated on the banks of the Mississipi, 
a difference of rank took place, with which the 
northern tribes were altogether unacquainted. 
Some families were reputed noble, and enjoyed 
hereditary dignity. The body of the people 
was considered as vile, and formed only for 
subjection. This distinction was marked by 
appellations which intimated the high elevation 
of the one state, and the ignominious depression 
of the other. The former were called Respect- 
able; tire latter, the Stinkards. The great 
Chief, in whom the supreme authority was 
vested, is reputed to be a being of superior 
nature, the brother of the Sun, the sole object 
o£ their worship^ They approach this, great 
Chief with religious veneration, and honor 
him as the representative of their deity. Hip 
will is a law to. which all submit with implicit 
abediencei The lives of his subjects are sq abr 
solutely at his* disposal, that if any one has in^ 
curred his displeasure, the offender comes witht 
profound humility and offers hirn his head,. 
Nor does the dominion of the Chiefs. end with 
their lives; their principal officers^ their fa r 
vorite wives, together with many domestics of 
inferior rank, are sacrificed ajt theii: tombs, that 
they may be attended, in the next world by the-* 
same persons who served, them in-thi&j and suck 
is the reverence in which they are> held, tfaaJL 
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pooK those victims welcome death with exultation, 
\.i^ ; ■■/ deeming it a recompense of their fidelity, and a 
mark of distinction, to be selected to accompany 
their deceased master.* Thus a perfect despo- 
tism, with its full train of superstition, arro- 
gance, and cruelty, is established among the 
Natchez, and by a singular fatality, that people 
has tasted of the worst calamities incident to 
polished nations, though they themselves are 
not far advanced beyond the tribes around them 
I* *• in civility and improvement. In Hispaniola, 
Cuba, and the larger islands, their caziques or 
chiefs possessed extensive power. The dignity 
was transmitted by hereditary right from father 
to son. Its honors and prerogatives were con- 
siderable. Their tubjepts paid great respect to 
the caziqu^s, and executed their orders without 
hesitation orreserve.f They were distinguished 
by peculiar ornaments, and in order to pre- 
serve or augment the veneration of the people, 
they had the address to call in the aid of su- 
perstition to uphold their authority. They 
delivered their mandates as the oracles of 
heaven, and pretended to possess the power of 
regulating the seasons, and of dispensing rain 



* Dumont Memoir. Hist, sur Louisiane, i. 17/j. Charlev. 
Hist. N. BVanoe, iii. 419, etc. l»ettr. Edif. 20. 106. 111. 

fHertera, dec. 1. Jib. i. e. \6. lib. iii, c. 44. p. 88, Life 
«f €olumh. qh. 34. 
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*r sunshine, according as their subjects stood k book 
need of them. > » V ' 

In some parte of the southern continent, the ^ Bogota 
power of the caziques seems to have been as 
extensive as in the isles. In Bogota, which is 
now a province of the new kingdom of Granada, 
there was settled a nation, more considerable in 
number and more improved in the various arts 
of life, than any in America except the Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians. The people of Bogota sub- 
sisted chiefly by agriculture. The idea of pro- 
perty was introduced among them, and its 
rights, secured by laws* handed down by tradi- 
tion, and observed with great care.* They 
lived in towns which may be termed large, 
when compared with those in other parts of 
America. They were clothed in a decent man- 
ner, and their houses may be termed commo- 
dious, when compared with those of the small 
tribes around them. The effects of this un- 
eommpn civilization were conspicuous. Go- 
vernment had assumed a regular form. A ju- 
risdiction was established, which toot cogni- 
sance of different crimes, and punished them 
with rigor. A distinction of ranks was known; 
their chief, to whom the Spaniards gave th& 
title of monarch, and who merited that name 

• 

* Pfedrahka, Hist die lasConquist del J*, fiayaode Gran* 
p. 46. 
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book on account of his splendor as well as powers 
n /•«■/ reigned with absolute authority. He was at-^ 
tended by officers of various conditions; he 
never appeared in public without a numerous- 
retinue; he w^s carried in a sort of palanquin 
with much pomp, and harbingers went before 
him to sweep the road and strew it with flowers. 
This uncommon pomp was supported by pre-. 
sen Is or taxes received from his subjects, to 
whom their prince was such an object of vene- 
ration, that none of them presumed to look him 
directly in the face, or ever approached him 
but with an averted countenance.* There 
were other tribes on the same continent, among 
which, though far less advanced than the 
people of Bogota in their progress towards re- 
finement, the freedom and independence, na-» 
tural to man in his savage state, was much 
abridged, and their caziques had assumed ex-r 
tensive authority* 
Cw.m of It is not easy to point out the circumstances^ 
pniar ap-~ Qr to discover the causes which contributed to. 
ijcavauyes, introduce and- establish among each of those 
people a form of government so different from 
that of the tribes around them, and sorepugtaant 
to the genius of rude nations, if the persons 
who had an opportunity of observing them ia 

* Herrera, dec. 6: Irb. i. c. 2. Mb. v. c. 56. Piedrahita, c^ 
5. p. 25, etc. Gomara, Hist. c. 72. 
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fteir original state had been more attentive and B o o k, 
more discerning, we might have received in-* 
formation from their conquerors sufficient to 
guide us in this inquiry. If the transactions of 
people, unacquainted »with the use of letters, 
were not involved in impenetrable obscurity, 
we might have derived some information from 
this domestic source. But as nothing satisfac- 
tory can be gathered, either from the accounts 
of the Spaniards, or from their own traditions, 
we must have recourse to conjectures, in order 
to explain the irregular appearances in the po- 
litical state of the people whom I have men- 
tioned. As all those tribes which had lost their 
native liberty and independence were seated in 
the Torrid Zone, or in countries approaching ta 
it, the climaie may be supposed to have had 
some influence in forming their minds to that 
servitude, which seems to be the destiny of man 
in those regions of the globe. But though the 
influence of climate, more powerful than that 
of any other natural cause, is not to be over- 
looked, that alone cannot be admitted as, a so-? 
lution of the point in question. The operations 
of men are so complex, that we must not attii-^ 
bute the form which they assume to the force 
of a single principle or cause. Although des^ 
potism be confined in America to the Torrid 
£one, and to the warm regions bordering.upon 
^ I have already ohaerved thai these counUisa 
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contain various tribes, some of which possess * 
high degree of freedom, and others are altogether 
unacquainted with the restraints of governments 
The indolence and timidity peculiar to the in- 
habitants of the islands, render them so inca- 
pable of the sentiments or efforts necessary for 
maintaining independence, that there is no oc- 
casion to search for any other cause of their 
tame submission to the will of a superior. The 
subjection of the Natchez, and of the people of 
Bogota, seems to have been the consequence of 
a difference in their state from that of the othet 
Americans. They were settled nations, residing 
constantly in one place. Hunting was not the 
chief occupation of the former, and the latter 
seem hardly to have trusted to it for any part 
of their subsistence. Both had made such pro- 
gress in agriculture and arts, that the idea of 
property was introduced in some degree in the 
one community, and fully established in the 
other. Among people in this state, avarice and 
ambition have acquired objects, and have begun 
to exert their power; views of interest allure 
the selfish; the desire of pre-eminence excite* 
the enterprising; dominion is courted by both; 
and passions unknown to man in his savage 
state prompt the interested and ambitious to 
encroach on the rights of their fellow-citizens.. 
Motives, with which rude nations are equally 
unacquainted, induce the people to submit 
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tamely to the usurped authority of their supe- book 
riors. But even among nations in this state, >*./** 
the spirit of subjects could not have been ren- 
dered so obsequious, or the power of rulers so 
unbounded, without the intervention of super- 
stition. By its fatal influence, the human mind, 
in every stage of its progress, is depressed, and 
its native vigor and independence subdued. 
[Whoever can acquire the direction of this for- 
midable engine, is secure of dominion over hia 
species. Unfortunately for the people whose 
institutions are the subject of inquiry, this 
power was in the hands of their chiefs. . The 
caziques of the isles could put what responses 
they pleased into the mouths of their Cemis or 
gods; and it was by their interposition, and in 
their name, that they imposed any tribute or 
burden on their people.* The same power and 
prerogative was exercised by the great chief of 
the Natchez as the principal minister as well as 
the representative of the Sun, their deity. The 
respect which the people of Bogota paid to their 
monarchs was likewise inspired by religion, and 
the heir apparent of the kingdom was educated 
in the innermost recess of their principal temple, 
under such austere discipline, and with such 
peculiar rites, as tended to fill his subjects with 
high sentimejit$ concerning the sanctity of hia 

* Jlerrera, dec, lAib Jii. c. 3, 
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book character, and the dignity of his station * Thus 
s^^w superstition, . which, in the rudest period of 
society, is either altogether unknown, or wastes 
its force in childish unmeaning practices, had 
acquired such an ascendant over those people 
of America, who had nriide some little progress 
towards refinement, tjiat it became the chief in- 
strument of bending their minds to an untimely 
servitude, and subjected them, in the beginning 
of their political career, to a despotism hardly 
less rigorous than that which awaits nations in 
x the last stage of their corruption and decline. 

Their art of V. After examining the political institutions 
war. of the rude nations in America, the next object 

of attention is their art of war, or their provision 
for public security and defence. The small 
tribes dispersed over America are not only in- 
dependent and unconnected, but engaged in 
perpetual hostilities with one another.f Though 
mostly strangers to the idea of separate property 
vested in any individual, the rudest of the 
American nations are well acquainted with the 
rights of each community to its own domains. 
This right they hpld to be perfect and exclusive, 
entitling the possessor to oppose the encroach- 
ment of neighbouring tribes. As it is of the 
utmost co#sequenee to prevent them from d&r 

* Piedrahita, p. 27. 

\ jL&i^i&t. dc las TrwnjplKp K g v 
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stroying or disturbing the game in their hunting book. 

grounds, they guard this national property with \ ■ / ' 

a jealous attention. But as their territories are 

extensive, and the boundaries of them not 

exactly ascertained, innumerable subjects of 

dispute arise, which seldom terminate without 

bloodshed. Even in this, simple and primitive 

state of society, interest ia a source, of discord, 

and often prompts savage tribes to take. arms, 

in order to repel or punish such* as encroach on 

the forests or plains, to which they trust for 

subsistence. " *.'.'.• 

. But interest is not either the most freqttent 2J' s 'f *^. 

or the most powerful motive of the incessant gpgingm 

\ . . . ■ war * 

hostilities among rude nations* These must be 

imputed to the passion of revenge, whieh rages 
with such violence in the breast of savagee,that 
eagerness to gratify it may be considered;^ ih& 
distinguishing characteristic of ineft hi tjidir un- 
civilized state. Circumstances of powerful in* 
flue:iioe,both in the interior government of !rude 
tribes, and ixj their external operaftidnd against 
foreign enemies, concur in cherishing and ad- 
ding strength to a passion fatal to the general 
tranquillity. When the right of redressing his 
own wrongs is left in the hands of every indi- 
vidual, injuries are felt with exquisite sensibi- 
lity, and vengeance exercised with unrelenting 
rancour. No time Can' obliterate the memory 
of an offence, alid it is seldom that it can be 
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From tlie 
spirit of 
tengeance. 



book expiated but by the blood of the offender. 1 ri 
carrying on their public wars, sarage nations 
are influenced by the same ideas, and animated 
With the same spirit, as in prosecuting private 
vengeance. In small communities, every mail 
is touched with the injury or affront offered to 
the body of which he is a member, as if it Irtrere 
a personal attack upoti his own honor or fafety. 
The desire of revenge is communicated from 
breast to breast, and soon kindles into rage. As 
feeble societies cafr take the field only in smalt 
parties, each Warrior is conscious 6f the im- 
portance of his own ariri, and feels that to it is 
committed a considerable portion of the public 
vengeance. War, which between extensive! 
kingdoms ifc -carried on with little animosity, is 
prosecuted by small tribes with all the rancour 
of a private qualrel. The reseritmeM of nations 
ifc as implacable as that of individuals. It majf 
be dissembled or suppressed, but is never extin^ 
guisfred; and often, when least expected of 
dreaded, it bursts out with redoubled fury* 
When polished nations have obtained the glory 
of victoiy, or have acquired an addition of ter- 
ritory, they may terminate a war with honor. 



Hence the 
ferocity of 
their wars. 



* Boucher Hist. Nat. de ML, France, p. 9$. Charter. His*. 
Ae W. France, ili. 216. u5i. Lery ap. de Bry, iii. ao4. 
Creux.Hist. Canad. p. 72. Lozano Descr. del Gran Chacoy 
25. Heiiwep. Mcewrs dcs Saur. bo. 
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Btit savages are not satisfied until they extirpate book 
the community which is the object of their 
hatreds They fight not to conquer, but to 
destroy. If they engage in hostilities, it is with 
a resolution never to see the face of the enemy 
in peace, but to prosecute the quarrel with im*- 
mortal eAmity.* The desire of Vengeance is 
the first, and almost the only principle, which 
a savage instils into the minds of his children.^ 
This grows up with him as he advances in life; 
and as his attention is directed to few objects, 
it aofuires a degree of force unknown among 
men, whose passions are dissipated and weak- 
ened by the variety of their occupations and 
pursuits. Tli£ desire of Vengeance, which takes 
possession of the heart of savages, resembles the 
instinctive rage erf an animal, rather than the 
passkyi of a man. It turns, with undiscerning 
fiiry, even against inanimate objects. If hurt 
accidentally by a stone, they often seize it in a 
transport of anger, and endeavour *o wreak 
their vengeance upon it.$ If straek with an 
arrow in a battle, they will tear it from the 
wound, break and bite it with their teeth, and 



* Charley. Hist. N, Fr. iii. a5i. Colden, i. 108. ii. 126. 
Barrere, p. 170. 173. 

t Charley! Hist. H. Fr. iii. 3a6. Leity ap. die Bry, iii. 236, 
liozano Hist, de Parag. i. i44. 

X Lery ap. de Bry, iii. 190* 
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book dash it on the ground * With respect to .their 
>. . v * ■ ^ enemies, the rage of vengeance knows np 
bounds. When under the dominion of this 
passion, man becomes the most cruel, of all 
animals. He neither pities, nor forgives* nor 
spares- 

The force' of this passion is* so well tindery 

stood by the Americans theijiselves, that th^y 

always apply to it, in order to excite their people 

to take arms. If the elders of any tribe atte'mjft 

to rouse their youth from sloth, if a chief wishes 

to allure a band of warriors to follow liim in 

invading an enemy's country, the most persuar- 

si ve topics of their martial eloquence are drawji 

from revenge* " The bones of our country*- 

men," say they, u lie uncovered ; their bloody 

.bed has not been washed clean- Their spirits 

cry against us ; they must be appeased- Let us 

go and devour the people by yrhom they were 

/ slain* Sit up longer inactive upon your mats j 

lift the hatchet* console the spirits of the dead, 

and tell them that they shall be avenged."f m 

And their • Animated with such exhortations, the youth 

perpetuity. . g^^h their arms in a transport of fury, raise the 

- song of war, and burn with impatience to embrue 

their hands in the blood of their enemies.. Pri-r 

... f . ». 

* Lery -ap. de Bry, iii.-2o8. Herrera, dec. i. lib. vi. c. 8. 
+ Chailev. Hist. ft. Fr. jii. 216,217. Lery ap. de Bry, 
iii. ao4, 

yafg 
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yate chiefs often assemble small parties, and book 
invade a hostile tribe, without consulting the 
rulers of the community. A ^single warrior, 
prompted by caprice or revenge, will take the 
field alone, and march several hundred miles 
to surprise and cut off a straggling enemy.* 
The exploits of a noted warrior, in such solitary 
excursions, often form the chief part in the 
history of an American campaign;*}- and their 
elders connive at such irregular sallies, as they 
tend to cherish a martial spirit, and accustom 
their people to enterprise and danger.^ But 
when a war is national, and undertaken by 
public authority, the deliberations are formal 
and slow. The elders assemble, they deliver 
their opinions in solemn speeches, they weigh 
with maturity the nature of the enterprise, and 
balance its beneficial or disadvantageous conse- 
quences with no inconsiderable portion of poli- 
tical discernment or sagacity* Their priests and 
soothsayers are consulted, and sometimes they 
ask the advice even of their women.} If 
the determination be for war, they prepare for 
it with much ceremony. A leader offers to 
conduct the expedition, and is accepted. But 

* See NOTE XXXVIII. 
t See NOTE XXXIX. 

t Bossu, i. i4o. Lery ap. deBry, ai5. Hennepin Mceui* 
des Sauv. 4i. Lafitau, ii, 169. 

5 Charley. Hist. N. Fr. 2i5. 268. Biet. 367. 38p, 
VOJL. II. ' * Ii 
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no man is constrained to follow him ; the reso-- 
lution of the cbmmunity to commence hostili- 
ties imposes no obligation upon any member 
to take part in the war. Each individual is 
Sstill master of his own conduct, and his en- 
gagement in the service is perfectly voluntary * 
Moacof The maxims by which they regulate their 

carrying on ^ •/ o 

w * r - military operations, though extremely different 

from those which take place among more civi- 
lized and populous nations, are well suited to 
their own political state, juid the nature of the 
country in which they act. They never take 
the fieldin numerous bodies, as it would require 
a greater effort of foresight and industry, than is 
usual among savages, to provide for their sub- 
sistence, during a march of some hundred miles 
through dreary forests, or during a long voyage 
upon their lakes and rivers. Their armies are 
not encumbered with baggage or military stores. 
Each warrior, besides his arms, carries a mat 
and a small bag of pounded maize, and with 
these is completely equipped for any service. 
While at a distance from the enemies frontier, 
they disperse through. the woods, and support 
themselves with the game which they kill, or the 
fish which they catch. As they approach nearer 
to the territories of the nation which they intend 
to attack, they collect their troops, and advance 

* Charlev. Hist. N. Fr. 217. 218. 
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yith greater caution. Even in their hottest and book 
most aptive wars, they proceed wholjy by stra- 
tagem and ambuscade, f hey place not their 
glory in attacking thpir enemies with opeft 
force. To surprise and destroy is the greatest 
merit of a commander, and the highest pride of 
his followers. War and hunting are their only 
occupations, and they conduct both with the 
same spirit and the same arts. They follow the 
track of their enemies through the forest. They 
endeavour to discover their haunts, they lurk 
in some thicket near to these, and, with the 
patience of a sportsman lying i# wait for game, 
•prill continue in their station day after day, until 
they pan rush upon their prey when most secure, 
ond least able to resist them. If they meet no 
straggling party of the enemy, they advance 
towards their villages, but with such solicitude 
to conceal their own ; approach, tl^at they often 
creep on their hands and feet through the 
woods, and paint their skins of the same color 
with the withered leaves, in order to avoid der~ 
Section,* If so fortunate as to remain unobseiv 
yed, they set on fire the enemies' huts in the 
tjead of nighty and massacre the inhabitants, as 
they fly naked and defenceless from the flames. 
If they hope to effect a retreat without being 
J 
* Charlev. Hist. N. Fr. iii. aS/, a38. Hennep. Moem* 
des Sauv. p. 59. t 4 , 

ii a 
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B ^y K Pawned,- they carry off some prisoners, whom 
S | " »■-' they reserve for a more dreadful fate. But if, 
notwithstanding all their address and precau- 
tions, they find that their motions are discover- 
ed, that the^nemy has taken the alarm, and is 
prepared io oppose them, they usually deem it 
most prudenj to retire. They regard it as ex- 
treme folly to meet an enemy who is on his 
guard, upon equal terms, or to give battle in an 
open field. The most distinguished success is 
a disgrace to a leader, if it has been purchased 
with any considerable loss of his followers;* 
and they never boast of a victory, if stained 
with the blood of their own Countrymen.f To 
fall in battle, instead of being reckoned an ho- 
norable death, is a misfortune which subjects 
the memory of a warfior to the imputation of 
rashness or imprudence.^ 
Not owing This system of war was universal in Ame- 
of courage, rica, and the small uncivilized tribes, dispersed 
through all its different regions and climates, 
display more craft than boldness in carrying on 
their hostilities. Struck with this conduct, so 
opposite to the ideas and maxims of Europeans, 
several authors contend that it flows' from a 

* See NOTE XL. 

t€harlev. Hist. N. Fr< iii.[a38. 307. Bilt. 38 1. Lafitau 
Mceurs'desSauv. ii. a48. 

J Charier, iii. 376. See NOTE XIX 
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feeble and dastardly spirit peculiar to the Ame*- book 
ricans, which is incapable of any generous or 
manly exertion.* But when we reflect that 
many of these tribes, on occasions which call 
for extraordinary efforts, not only defend them- 
selves with obtinate resolution, but attack their 
enemies with the most daring courage, and that 
they possess fortitude of mind superior to the 
sense of danger or the fe&r of death, we must 
ascribe/ their habitual dantion to some Qther 
^sause than constitutional timidity .f The num- 
ber of men in e;ach tribe is so small, the difficulty 
of rearing new members, amidst the hardships 
and daggers of savage life, so great r that the life 
of a citizen is extremely precious, and the pre- 
servation of it becomes a capital object in their 
policy, i Had the point of honor been the same 
among the feeble American tribes as among the 
powerful nations of Europe, had they been 
taught to court fame or victory in contempt of 
danger and death, they must have been ruined 
by maxims so ill adapted to their conditions 
But wherever their communities are more po- 
pulous, so that they can act. with considerable 
force, and can sustain the loss of several of theixr 

* Recherches Philos. surlea Americ. k n5\ Voyage dfe 
March, iv. 4io. 

f Lafitah Mceurs des Sauv. ii. a48, a4g. Charley N. F*v 
HL 307. 
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Boot mcnibefs, Without being sensibly Weakened, 
n ■■ / i* the military operations of the Americans mor6 
nearly resemble those of other nations. The 
firasilians, as well as the tribes situated upon 
the banks of the river De la Rata, often take 
the field in such numerous bodies, as deserve 
the name of armies.^ They defy their enemies 
to the combat, engage in regular battles, and 
taaintain the conflict with that desperate fero- 
city, which is natural to men who, having rid* 
idea of war but that of exterminating their 
enemies, never give or take quarter .f • Iti thi 
powerful empires of Mexico and Peru, great 
armies were assembled, freqttfcnf battles Wefra 
fought, and the theory as well as ptfaicticfc of 
war were different from what took place hi 
those petty societies which a$stime the name of 
nations. - ■ ' : •" 

incapable of But though vigilance and attention are ths 
'cipkne. qualities chiefly requisite, where the object of 
war is to deceive and to surprise; and though 
the Americans, when acting singly, display ah 
afiftazing degree of address in concealing their 
own motions, and discovering those of an ene- 
toy, yet it is remafekable that, when they take 
the field in parties, they can seldom be brought 
to observe the precautions most essential to 

* Fabri Verisa. De6crip. Indiae ap. de Bry, vii. p. 4a. 
t See NOTE XLH. 
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their own security. Such is the difficulty of book 
.accustoming savages to subordination, or to 
act in concert ; such is their impatience under 
restraint, and such their caprice and presump- 
tion, tfcat k is rarely they can be brought to 
conform themselves to the counsels and di- 
rections of their leaders. They never station 
.sentinels around the place where they rest at 
night, and after marching some hundred niilep. 
to surprise an enemy, are often surprised them- 
selves, and cut off, while sunk in as pro- 
found sleep as if they were not within .reach off 
danger-* «. 

If, notwithstanding this negligence and secu- 
jity, which t oiten frustrate their most firtful 
.schemes, they catch the enemy unprepared, they 
rush upon them with the utmost ferocity^aiul 
tearing off the scalps of all those who fell victims 
to their- rage,f they carry home those strange 
trophies in triumph. These' they preserve - 33 
monuments, not only of their own prowess,, but 
of the vengeance which their arm has inflicted 
upon the people who were objects of publip 
resentment.:}: They are still more solicitous tp 
seize prisoners. During their retreat, if they 



*Charkv. N. Fr. in, *5$, &3?. Lettr. Edi£ 17. 3oS» a«v 
i3o. Lafit. Mceurs, ii, 247. Lahontan, ii. 176. 
t See NOTE XLHI. 
t Lafitau Mceurs^ ii. aS6. 
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book hope to effect it unmolested, the prisoners are 
N ~ ■■■ ' commonly exempt from any insult, and treated 
with some degree of humanity, though guarded 
with the most strict attention. 
Treatment But after this temporary suspension, the rage 
, ' of the conquerors rekindles with new fury. A& 
soon as they approach their own frontier, some 
of their number are dispatched to inform their 
countrymen with respect to the success of the 
expedition. Then the prisoners begin to feel 
the wretchedness of their condition. The wo- 
men of the village, together with the youth who 
have not attained to the age of bearing arms, 
assemble, and forming themselves into two lines,, 
through which the prisoners must pass, beat 
^ and bruise them with sticks or stones in a cruel 
manner.* After this first gratification of their 
rage against their enemies, follow lamentations, 
for the loss of such of their own countrymen as 
have fallen in the service, accompanied with 
words and actions which seem to express the 
utmost anguish and grief. But, in a moment, 
upon a signal given, their tears cease; they pass,, 
with a sudden and unaccountable transition, 
from the depths of sorrow to transports of joy j 
and begin to celebrate their victory with all the 
.wild exultation of a barbarous triumph.^ The 

* Labontan, ii. i84. 

f CUariev. Bi*t. H, Fr. iii, a4i. Lafitau Mceui*, ii. 204* 
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fate of the prisoners remains still undecided* book 
The old men deliberate concerning it Some^-vW 
'are destined to be tortured to death, in order to 
satiate the revenge of the conquerors ; some to 
replace the members which the community has 
lost in that or former wars. They who are \re- 
served for this milder fate, kre led to the huts 
of those whose 'friends have been killed. The 
women meet them at the door, and if they re- 
ceive them, their sufferings are at an end. 
They are adopted into the family, and, accord- 
ing to their phrase, are seated upon the mat of 
the deceased. They assume his name, they 
hold the same rank, and are treated thence- 
forward with all the tenderness due to a father, 
a brother, a husband, or a friend. But if, either 
from Caprice or an unrelenting desire of re*- 
venge, the women of any family refuse to ac- 
cept of the prisoner who is offered to them, his 
doom is fixed. No power can then save him 
from torture and dfeath. 

While their lot is in suspense, the! prisoners Their in-' 
themselves appear altogether Unconcerned about concerning 
what may befal them. They talk, they eat, *■****• 
they sleep, as if they were perfectly at ease, and 
no danger impending. When the fatal sentencie 
is intimated to them, they receive it with an 
unaltered countenance, raise their death-song, 
and prepare to suffer like men. Their con que- And forts- 
rors assemble as to a solemn festival, resolved loruu™ 
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book to put the fortitude of the captive to the utmost 
n. h / ■■ ■ proof. A scene ensues, the bare description of 
which is enough to chill the heart with horror, 
wherever men have been accustomed, by milder 
institutions, to reppect their species, and to melt 
into tenderness at the sight of human sufferings* 
The prisoners are tied naked to a stake, but s<^ 
as to be at liberty to move roujid it. All who 
iare present, men, women, and children,- rush 
upQn them like furies. Every species of tor- 
ture, is applied that the rancour of revenge can 
invent. Some burn their limbs with red-hot 
irQns, some mangle their bodies with knives^ 
.others tear their flesh from their bones, pluck 
out thfeir nails by the roots, and reijid and twist 
their sinews. They vie with one another in 
refinements of torture. Nothing sets bound* 
to their rage but the dread of abridging the dur 
ration of their vengeance by hastening the death 
of the sufferers; and such is their cruel inge- 
nuity in tornienting, that by avoiding indusr 
triously to hurt any vital part, they often pro- 
long this scene of anguish for Several days. In 
spite of all that they suffer, the victims contir 
nue to chant their death-song with a firm voice;, 
they boast of their own exploits, they insult 
their tormentors for their want of skill in 
avenging their feiends and relations, they warn 
them of the vengeance which awaits them on 
account of what they are now doing, arid excite 
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their ferocity by the most provoking reproaches book 
and threats. To display undaunted fortitude 
in such dreadful situations, is the noblest 
triumph: of a warrior. To avoid * the trial by a 
Voluntary death, or to shrink under it, is deemed 
infamous and cowardly.. If any one betray 
symptoms of timidity, his tormentors often dis* 
patch him at once with contempt, as unworthy 
of being treated like a man.* Animated with 
those ideas, they endure, without a groan, whalt 
it seems almost impossible that human nature 
should sustain. They appear to be not only 
insensible of pain r but to uourt it. u Forbear/ 
said an-iigsed chief of the Iroquois, when his in- 
baits had provoked one of his tormentors to 
wound him with a knife, "forbear these stabs 
of , your knife, aa&d rather let me die by fire, 
that those; dogs, your allies, from beyond the 
s^a, may learn by my example to suffer likfc 
men."f This magnanimity, of which there 
are frequent instances among the American 
warriors, instead, of exciting, admiration, or 
calling for sympathy, exasperates the fierce spi- 
rits of their torturers to fresh acts of cruelty.^ 
Weary at length of contending with men, 
whose constancy of mind they cannot van- 

* De kPetherie, ii. *3j. iii. 48. : „ 

\ t Golden, Hiit. of Five Nations, i. fioo. 

J Voyages de Lahonti. a36* •,.:'*■ 
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book quish, some chief in a rage puts a period to their 
* / ' sufferings^ by dispatching them with his dagger 

or chib.* 
sometime* . This barbarous- scene is often succeeded by 
prisoners, one no less shocking. At it is impossible to 
appease the fell spirit.of revenge which rages in 
the heart of a savage, this frequently prompts 
the Americans to devour those unhappy per- 
sons, who have been the victims of theii; cruelty. 
In the ancient world, tradition has preserved 
the memory of barbarous nations of cannibals, 
who fed on human flesh. But in every part of 
the New World there were people to whom this 
custom was familiar. It prevailed in* the souths 
era continent^ in several of the islands,^ and 
in various districts of North America^ Even, 
in those parts, where circumstances, with iwhich 
we are unacquainted, had in a great measure 
abolished this practice, it seems formerly to 
have been so well known, that it is incorporated 



* Charlev.Hist. N. Fr\ iii. 243, etc. 385. Lafitau Mceurs, 
ii. 265. Creuxij Hist. Canad. p. j3. Hennep. Mceurs des 
Sauv. p. 64, e*c. Lahoat. i. 233, etc. Tertre, ii. 4q5.. Dc 
la Potherie, ii. 22, etc. 

t Stadius ap. de Bry, Hi. 123. Lery, ibid. 210. Biel. 384. 
Leltr. Edif. 23. 34i. Piso, 8. Condanr. 84. 97. Ribas Hist, 
dc los Triump. 4/3. 

t Life of Columb. 529! Mart. Dec. p. 18. Tertre, ii. 4o5. 

$Duroont, Mem. i. 254. Charlev Hist. N. Fr. i. 25^ 
ii. i4. iii. 21. Dela Potherie, iii. 5o. 
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into the idiom of their language. Among the book 
Iroquois, the phrase by which they express 
their resolution of making war against an enemy 
is, u Let us go and eat thai; nation." If they 
solicit the aid of a neighbouring tribe, they 
invite it to " eat broth made of the flesh of their 
enemies."* Nor was the practice peculiar to 
rude unpolished tribes ; the principle from 
which it took rise is so deeply rooted in the m inds 
of the Americans, that it subsisted in Mexico, 
one of the civilized empires in the New World, 
and relics of it may be discovered among the 
more mild inhabitants of Peru. It was not 
scarcity of food, as some authors imagine^ and 
the importunate cravings of hunger, which 
forced the Americans to those horrid repasts on 
their fellow-creatures. Human flesh was never 
used as common food in any cou ntry, and the va- 
rious relations concerning people who reckoned 
-it among the stated means of subsistence, flow 
from the credulity and mistakes of travellers. 
The rancour of revenge first prompted men 
to this barbarous action.f The fiercest tribes 
devoured none but prisoners taken in war, or 
such as they regarded as enemies.^. Women and 

* Charlev. Hist. N. Fr. iii. 208, 209. Letlr. Edif. 23. 
p. 277. Dela Potherie, ii. 298. See NOTE XLIV. 

f Biet. 383. Blanco, Conversion de Piritu, p. 2§. Bancroft, 
\Nat. Hist of Guiana, p. 259, etc. 

J See NOTE XLV. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^58 HISTORY* OP AMERICA. 

book children who wre not the objects of enmity, if 
not cut off in the fury of their first inroad into 
an hostile country, seldom suffered by the de- 
liberate effects of theit revenge.* 

The people of South America gratify their 
revenge in a manner somewhat different, but* 
itfith no less unrelenting rancour. There pri- 
soners, after meeting at their first entrance with 
the same rough reception as among the North 
Americans,f are not only exempt from injury, 
but treated with the greatest kindness.. They 
are feasted and caressed, and some beautiful 
young women are appointed to attend and solace 
them. It is not easy to account for this part of 
their conduct, unless we impute it to a refine- 
ment in cruelty. For, while they seem studious 
to attach the captives to life, by supplying them 
with every enjoyment that can render it agree- 
fcble, their doom is irrevocably fixed. On a day 
appointed, the victorious tribe assembles, the 
prisoner is brought forth with great solemnity, 
he views the preparations for the sacrifice with 
as much indifference as if he himself were not 
the victim, and meeting his fate with undaunted 
firmness, is dispatched with a single blow. The 
niomeiit he falls, the women seize the body, and 

* Biet. 382. Bandtni, Vita di Amcrico, 84. Tertre, 4o5. 
Fermin. Descrip. de Surin. i. 54. 
t Stadius ap. de Bry, "*• P* &>• 123. 
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'dress it for the feast. They besmear their book 
children with the blood, in order to kindle in 
their bosoms a hatred of their enemies, which 
is never extinguished, and all join in feeding 
upon the .flesh with amazing greediness and 
exultation. * To devour thq body of a slaugh- 
tered enemy, tbeyfc-deemthe most complete and 
exquisite gratification of revenge. Wherever 
this practice prevails, captives never escape 
death, but they are not tortured with the same 
cruelty as among tribes which are less accusto- 
med to such horrid feasts.f 

As the constancy of every American warrior 
may be put to such severe proof, the great ob~ 
ject of military education and discipline in the 
JNew World is to form the mind to sustain it. 
When nations carry on war with open force, 
<lefy their enemies to the combat, and vanquish 
them by the superiority of their skill or courage, 
soldiers are trained to be active, vigorous, and 
enterprising. But in America, ^here the genius 
stnd maxims of war are extremely different, 
passive fortitude is the quality in highest estima- 
tion. Accordingly, it is early the study of the 
Americans to acquire sentiments and habits, 
which will enable them to behave like men, 
when their resolution shall be put to the proof, 

* Sladtusap. <le Bry, iii. 128, etc. Lery, ibid. 210. 
t See NOTE XLVI. 
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*ook As the youth of other nations exe£cis6 thenf~ 
- . * > selves in feats of activity and force, those of 
America vie with one another in exhibitions 
of their patiencennder sufferings. They harden 
their nerves by those voluntary trials, and gra- 
dually accustom themselves to eridure the sluuv 
pest pain, without complaining. A boy and girl 
will bind their naked arms together, and place a 
burning coal between them, in order to try who 
first discovers such impatience as to shake it off .* 
All the trials, customary in America, when a 
youth is admitted into the class of warriors, or 
when a warrior is promoted to the dignity 
of captain or chief, are accommodated to this 
idea of manliness. They are not displays of 
valor, but of patience ; they are not exhibitions 
of their ability to offend, but of their capacity to 
suffer. Among the tribes on the banks of the 
Orinoco, if a warrior aspires to the rank of cap- 
tain, his probation begins with a long fast, more 
rigid than any ever observed by the most ab- 
stemious hermit. At the close of this the chiefs 
assemble, each gives him three lashes with a large 
whip, applied so vigorously, that his body is 
almost flayed, and if he betrays the least symptom 
of impatience or even Sensibility, he is disgraced 
for ever, and rejected as unworthy of the honor 
to which he aspires. After some interval, the 

* Charley. Hist. N. Fr. iii. $07. 

1 constancy 
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constancy of the candidate is prove4 by a more book 
excruciating trial, ^e is laid in a hamrjioc with > 
his hands bound fast, and an innumerable mul- 
titude of venomous ants, whose bite occasions 
exquisite pain, and produce? a violent inflamma* 
tion, are thrown upon him. The judges of hU 
merit stand around the hammoc, and, while 
these cruel insects fasten upon the jmost sejisibls 
parts of his body, a sigh, a g^oan, pn involuntary 
motion expressive of what he suffers^ would 
exclude hun for ever from the rajak of captaip. 
Even after this evidence of Jiis fortitude, it i? 
Xipt deemed lo be^opipletely ascertained, but 
mu$t stand anothey ,te$t more dreadful than any 
he has hitherto undergone. jHe is again; ^u^r- 
pended in his hammoc, and covered with leavep 
of the palmetto. A £;re of stinking herbs ip 
kindled underneath, so qp }ie may feel its heat^ 
fad be involyedin it? smoke. Though scorched 
and almost suffocated, he must continues to enr 
dui^e with the same patient insensibih^y. Many 
periph in this rude ess^y of their j&rmness anc£ 
pou^age, but such as go through it with applause, 
receiyfe the ensigns of their new dignity witi^ 
much solemnity, find are ever after regarded 
fs leaders of approyedxesplution, whose beh$r 
yiouy, in the moat trying situations, will cjo 
honor to their wintry.* In North America, 

* Gumilla, ii. 286; et$. JBiqt. 3j6, e|e, 
VOL. II. II 
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B o o it the previQtis trial bf a warrior is neither so 
formal, nor so severe. -- Though even there, be- 
fore a youth is permitted to bear arms, his 
patience and fortitude are proved by 'blows, by 
jire, and by insults more intolerable to a haughty 
fcpirit than both.* 

: The amazing steadiness with which the Ame- 
ricans endure the nlost exquisite torments, has 
induced some authors to suppose that, from the 
peculiar feqbleness of their frame, their sensi- 
bility is not so acute as that of other people ; as 
Women, and persons of a relaxed habit, are ob- 
served to be less affected wifh pain than robust 
nien; whose nerves are more firmly braced. But 
the constitution of the Americans is not so 
different, in its texture, from that of the rest of 
the human species, as to account for this diver- 
sity in their behaviout. It flows froin a prin- 
ciple of honor, instilled early and cultivated 
with such care, as to inspire man in his rudest 
state*' with; an heroic magnanimity, to which phi- 
losophy hath endeavoured, in vain, to form him, 
Trfrhen ih6re highly improved and polished. This 
invincible constancy he has been taught to conr 
Tsider as the chief distinction of a man, and the- 
"highest attainriient of a warrior. The ideas 
which influence his conduct, and the passions 
which t^Jce possession of his hearty are fc\f» 

Ch arlev. Hist. N. Fr. ni, in a, 
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They operate x>f ceurserwkh mcrae decisive Boos 
feffect, thai* whet* tibfe mind is crowded with ^- >• ■ r> 
a multiplicity: of ofejeots^jw distracted by the 
variety; of itat puiJswtej «i«t when levefcy motive 
that acts with axfy force" m forming the senti- 
ifasnts of a towage, -prompts him to safferwith 
dignity, ha will beafc what might seem t© be 
impossible fo£ hiimm* pMienjoe to sustain, > Jhitt 
wherever the f<$rtijfcji(&e: of tfe America^* is not 
rqusecUo exe#ib& bjrthfeir ideas of honor* theiii 
filings of p^iti; $rer the same with thosfe of the 
rest ©f mankind** *;Nor.iMhat p&tieiice under 1 
sufferings for which the Americas have been 
$o, jjistly celebrated,; aft universal attainment 
£htf,€0ijstai*cy o£ aapny of the victims is oVer~» 
come by the agoilies.of torture^ ., Their we^k-* 
topsfr and lamentations complete the/ triumph o£ 
their enemies, and reflect disgrace tipptt thfcii? 
own ootfntry.f ' ":'*'• 

] : The perpetual hostilities catried Oil among Wasted by 
the American tribes ai?e productiys of Ve^ v fetalmS%w?. 
effects, Even in seasons of publie tranquillity^ 
thei^ imperfect industry doe? not supply theih 
with any superfluous store of provisions; but 
when the irruption of an eriemy desolates their 
cultivated lands, or disturbs them in their hunt" 



* See NOTE XLVtt. 

t CharleV. Hist. S. Fr: iiL i48* 385/ lie la PotWJtf, 
iii. 48. 
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book ing excursions, such a calamity reduces a com-* 
^ ■ / ■■' miinity, naturally unprovident and destitute of 
resources, to extreme want. All the people 
of the district that is invaded, are frequently 
f^roed to take refuge in woo^U or mountains, 
winch can afford them little subsistence, and 
where many of them perish. Notwithstanding 
their excessive caution iq conducting their mi- 
litary operations, and the solicitude of every 
leader to preserve the live* of his followers, as 
the rude tribes in America seldom enjoy any 
interval of peace, the loss of men among them 
is considerable in proportion to the degree 
of population. Thus Amine and the swo*d 
combine in thinning their numbers. All their 
communities are feeble, and nothing now re- 
mains of several nations, which were once con- 
siderable, but the name.* 
Becruit Sensible of this continual decay, there are 

Lr^by m * tribes which endeavour to recruit their national 

_ y * 

priwmJS. force when exhausted, by adopting prisoners 
taken in war, and by this expedient prevent 
their tptfll extinction. The practice, however, 
is not Universally received. Resentment ope- 
rates more powerfully among savage, than 
considerations of policy. Far ,the greater part 
of their captives was anciently sacrificed to 

* O^iier. Bj*t J|. Fr„ til *>*, aof, &* Camilla; 0. 
a*j, etc. 
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Their Yehgfeahce, ahd it is only sincfe titeir itttAt- Book 
bers began to decline &st, that tkey hive gene- 
Sally Adopted itaildter maxirtis. But siifch as 
%he$r do naturalise, renounce for ever theifr 
taative tribe, Atid assume the mariners as Well a» 
passions of the pfebjile by whotti they are adop- 
ted,* so entirely, that they often join them ifc 
expeditions against their b#n coutttrymen. 
Such a sudden trail&ition, and so repugnant to 
One of the most powerful instincts implanted 
by nature, would be deemed strange amon£ 
inany people ; biit, amorig the members of small 
Communities, where national enmity is violient 
fcnd deep-rooted, it hafc tke appearance of being 
Btill ihote unaccountably* It seems, however, 
to result naturally from the principles upoA 
%hich war is tarried on in America. When 
nations aim at exterminating their enemies, na 
exchange of prisoners carl eVeir take place* 
From the ihonteht tinte is made a prisfcmer, hi* 
fcountiry and his friends eohsidfer him s& dead.f- 
He has incurred itidelible disgrace by suffering 
hhtofcelf to be kifyrteed or to be taken by art 
eheiriy ; and We*e he to 'rctttrn httitee, after stedi 
a stain upon his honor, his nearest relktkms 
Would not receive or even afc)uiowledge that 
they kne^v him4 Some tribes Were s^ljH *n6i* 

* * Charlev. Hist. If. Fr. iii: a45, etc. Lafit. ii. 3o& 
t See NOTE XLVIH. 
{Lahant. ii. 1 85, 186. 
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?ooi rigid,, and if a, prisoner returned, the infamy 
\ . j . l^.' t?' 3vhich lie had brought on his cqu^try wos c exr 
piated, by putting him instantly to 4e^th.* ; Ap 
the. ttnfprtun^te captive is thus an outcast from 
Jus own country, find the ties which bound Jiinj 
to it are irreparably broken, he feels less relucr 
tance in forming a, new connection with people^ 
who, as an evidence of their friendly sentiments, 
not only deliver him frqm a cruel death, but 
pffer to admit him to all the rights of a, fellow-*- 
citizen. The perfect similarity of jnanneri* 
f pmong savage jpationst facilitates and complete^ 
the iinipn,and induces a captive tp transfer not 
only his allegiance, but his affection, to this 
community intp the bosom of which he is re-r 
ceiv^d, 
Tbcivinre- But though \yar b$ the chief occupation of 
va^top"- V* en W t^ieir riide state, and to excel in it thpiy 
luJSJjJ ua highest distinction and pride, then; inferiority 
is always manifest when th?y engage in coinx 
petition witb polished nations^ Restitute of 
that foresight which discernjs and provides fpr 
remote events^ st^ng^rs, tq the union and mu- 
tual confidence requisite in forming any exten^ 
$i ve plan of pperatipns^ $nd incapable of the 
subordination npjess, requisite in carrying sqclji 
plans i^nto execntipn^ sa^fi? m .ti°fl s wy- ^^ 
pish a disciplined enemy by their valor 2 ba^ 



* Herrera, dec 3. lib. iy. 0.16. p A |#3; 



Digitized by Vj C^OQ IC 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. 167 

seldom prove formidable to him by their con- book 
duct; and whenever the contest is of long con- > -, .,' */ 
tinuance, must yield to superior art.* The 
empires of Peru and Mexico, though their pro- « 

gress in civilization, when measured by the 
European or Asiatic standards, was inconside- 
rable, acquired such an ascendancy over the 
rude tribes around them, that they subjected 
most of them with great facility to their power^ 
When the people of Europe overran the various 
provinces of America, this superiority was still 
more conspicuous. Neither the courage no?; 
number of the natives could repel a handful of 
invaders. The alienation and enmity, prevalent 
among barbarians, prevented them from uniting 
in any common scheme of defence, and whilQ 
each tribe fought separately, all were subdued* 

VI. The arts of rude nations unacquainted Their ami 
with the use of metals, hardly merit any atten- 
tion on their own account, but are worthy of 
son^e notice, as far as they serve to display the 
genius and manners of man in this stage of his 
progress. The first distress a savage must feel^ 
will arise from the manner in which hia.body^ 
is affected by the heat, or cold, or moisture, of 
the climate under which he lives: and his first DreM aD ^ 
care will be to provide some covering for his 
own defence. In the warmer and more mildL 
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B a o k climated of America, none of the rude tribes 
1V# were clothed* To most of them Nature had 
not evetd suggested any idea of impropriety in 
being altogether uncovered.* As under a mild 
climate there was little need of any defence 
from the injuries of l^be air, and their extreme 
Indolence shunned k very species of labor, tci 
lliehich it was not urged by absolute necessity, all 
the inhabitants of the isles, and a considerable 
|>art of the people on the continent, remained 
in this state of naked simplicity. Others were 
satisfied with some stight covering, such as de- 
cency required. But though naked, they were 
not unadorned. They dressed their hair irt 
inany different forms. They fastened bits of 
gold, or shells, or shining stones, in their ears, 
their noses, and cheeks.f They stained theif 
Akins with a great variety of figures; and ttey 
spent much time, and submitted to great pairi, 
iri ornamenting their persons in this fantastic 
manner. Vanity, however, ^hich finds endless 
bccujiation tot ingenuity and invention, in 
nations -vfrhere dress has become a complex and 
intrifcdte irt, ik bircuiiiscribed within so nar- 
Mvr bounds, and confined to so few articles 
among naked &Krages, thai they ate not satis- 



* Lery Navigat. ap. de Bry, iii. p. i64. Life of Columbus* 
C. a4. Venegas Hist, of Californ. p. 70. 
f Lery ap. de Bry, iii. i65. Lettr. Eflifiante*, 20. 22$. 
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fied witifi ihose simple decorations, aftd tttre i 
Wonderful propensity to altet the natural fon^ 
of their bodiei, in order to rendef it (ds they 
imagine) more perfect and beautiful. This 
practice was universal among the rudest of the 
American tribes. I'heir operations fdt that 
purpose begin as soon as an infant is born. 
5iy compressing the bqnes of the skull, while 
still soft and flexible, some flatten the Crown 
of their heads; some squeeze them into the 
shape of a cone; others mould them as iftuch as 
possible into a square, figure; * and they often 
endanger the lives of their posterity by theii 
violent and absurd efforts to derange the plan 
of Nature, or to improve upon her designs. 
But iii all their attempts either to adorn or to 
iiew-model their persons, it seems to have been 
less the object of the Americans to please, or to 
Appear beautiful, than to give an air of dignity 
and terror to their aspect. Their attention to 
dress had more reference to war than to gallan- 
try. The difference in rant and estimation 
between the two sexes was so great, as steins to 
have extinguished, in some measure, their soli- 
feifude to appear mutu&lly amiable. The man 

*Ovifedo ifist. lib. iii. c. 5. Ullcfo, i, 339. Voyage da 
Labat. ii. 72. Charlevoix, iii. 8st3. Gumilla, i 197, etct 
Acugna «Relat. de la Riv. des Amaz. ii. S3. Laws6n'$ 
tVoyage to Carolina, p. 33. 
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book deemed it beneath him to adorn his person, for 
the sajke of one on whom he was accustomed to 
fook down as a slave. It was when the warrior 
had in view to enter the council of his nation, 
or to take the field against its enemies, that he 
assumed his choicest ornaments, and decked 
his person with the nicest care.* . The decora- 
tions of the women were few and simple ; what- 
ever was precious or splendid was reserved for 
the men. In several tribes the women were 
obliged to spend a considerable part of their 
time eveiy day in adorning and painting their 
husbands, and could bestow little attention upon 
ornamenting themselves. Among a race of men 
so haifghty as to despise, 01^ so cold as to 
neglect them, the women naturally became 
careless and slovenly, and thelove of finery and 
shew, which had been deemed their favorite 
passion, was confined chiefly to the other sex.-f- 
To deck his person was the distinction of a Avar- 
rior, as well as one of his most serious occupa- 
tions.^: In one part of their dress, which, at 
first sight, appears the most singular and capri^ 

* Wafer's Voyage, p. i42. Lery ap. de Bry, iii. i6f. 
Cliarlev. Hist. N. Fran. iii. 216. 222. 

f Charlev. Hist, de la Nouv. Fran. iii. 278. 327. Lafitao^ 
ii. 53. Kalm's Voyage, iiL 273. Lery ap. de Bry, iii.: 169* 
J70. Pnrcb. Pilgr.h. 1387, Rjfras Hist debs triunjph. etc,- 
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cious, the Americans have discovered const- book 
derable sagacity : in providing against the chief y « * * ■ ' 
inconveniencies of their climate, which is often 
sultry and moist to excess. All the different 
tribes, which remain unclothed, are accustomed 
to anoint and rub their bodies with the grease 
of animals ; with viscous gums, and with oils of 
different kinds. By this they check that pro- 
fuse perspiration, which, in the torrid ^one, 
wastes the vigor of the frame, and abridges the 
period of human life. By this too, they provide 
3. defence against the extreme moisture during 
the rainy season.* They likewise, at certain sea- 
sons, temper paint of different colors with those 
unctuous substances, and bedaub .themselves 
plentifully with that composition. Sheathed 
with this impenetrable varnish, their skins are 
pot only protected from the pepetrating heat 
of the sun, but, as all the innumerable tribes of 
insects h^ve an antipathy to the smell or taste 
of th^t mixture, they $tre delivered from their 
teasing persecution, which amidst forests and 
marshes, especially in the warmer regions, would 
|iave been altogether intolerable inast^te.Oif 
perfect nakechpci$,f 

The next object to dress that will engage the Habiia* 
attention of a savage, is to prepare some habita- tMWi * 

* See NOTE IX 

f Labat, ii. 73..Gmnilla ; I 199. 302, Bancroft Na^ 
$$$• pf Guiana^ 3*. 380. t : , 
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tibii tfhich may affbrd jfiiih shelter by day, arift 
a retreat al night. Whatet^fc is cbimected with 
liis idead of pefsbhal dignity, whateVer bears 
any reference to hid hiilitkry ch&frabter, the sa- 
vage wambf dfcems ail object of iinportanc^ 
.Whateveir relates only to peaceable and inactivb 
life, he views with ittdiffferehcfc. JleBce, though 
fihically attentive to dress, he is little solicitous 
fcbout the elegattce or dispbsition of his habita- 
tion. Savage haiions, fer From that state bf 
improvement, in which the ihbdfe Of living is. 
cohsidered as a mark bf distinction, and unac- 
quainted With those grants, which require a Va- 
riety of accdmmbdatiott, Regulate the construc- 
tion of their houses according to theit limited 
Ideas of hecessity. Some 6f tke Atberican tribe* 
ivere So extreirtely *ude, and had adrartcecl s'o. 
iittle beyond the prilneVal simplicity of natutfe^ 
that they \t£& ho housed kt all. During the da^ 
ikey takte shelter frdm tli6 afcotcliibg ra^S df the 
&uh undet thick frees; at riight tfrey form a sked 
ivith their btattches afr^ leaves.* in the rainy 
ieasbh they fretire ifttb cbVei, formed by th& 
hand ttf Nature, or hb]fo\ted otit by their bwk 
industry .f Others, who have no fixed Abod^ 

*Sec NOTE 141. 

t Lettrcs Edit y. 273. Yenegas HisL of Califbr. r. 76* 
liocano Descrip. del ^raitChaco, p. 55. L&trtft B&f. iu 
1 76. GumUU, u 383. Bancroft tf tt. Hfsi. W fcdiaiira, 377V 






Digitized by Lj( OQlC 



f 



and roam through the forest in quest of game, book 
sojoprji in temporary huts, which they erpct 
frith little labor, and abapdon without ai}y con- 
cern. The inhabitants of thos? vast plains, 
Which 4ge defciged }xy the oyerflowipg of river* 
filling the heavy pdns ttyat fall periodically be- 
tween thp trqpics, r^ise hqnses upon piles fas- 
tened i^ the ground, or place them ^mong the 
botighs pf tpeefl, w4 9« ti\m 9*4* amidst tha^ 
wide emended inundation whi^h surround^ 
them. - Supji w^re t^e |h>t essays pf tfte rudes} 
Americans toward? providing tljeinsejves witl| 
habitations. Jg$t £veji among ftibes wliich are 
more iwp?QT«4i ^4 whoje residence ^s become 
altogether fixeji, \h$ $tr#ctu?p of their houses is 
pxtp^aely «ie^ »nd simply Tftey «? i^etchedj 
Jum, ^oineUn^ pf &n pblpng and sometimes of 
* circular form, intend merely for shelter, 
With Bp vi$ yr tp plfigwcp, ftnd Jittje attention to 
cpnyenien^y. Til9 dpQfis 9x9 a^Q low, that it i# 
necessary to bend py to preep op the hands an4 
feet in order to enter them- Thpy we without 
!^indow3v*n4 havp $ large hole in the jniddle of 
the roof, to convey put the, sjnp^e. To follow 
travellers in other minute circumstances of 
their description, is not only beneath the dignity 
of history, but would he foreign to the object of 

* Gumilla, i. aa5. Eferrera, dec i. lib. i*. c. 6. QytecUt 
Sommar, p. 53. C. 
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my researches. One circumstance merits at-* 
tention, asit is sirigalar, arid illustrate the cha-* 
facter of the J p£opl£. Softie of their houses artf 
so large as to contain accomodation f6f four*-* 
score or a hundred persons. "These are built 
for the reception 6$ different 'femi!lifcs, which 
dwell together under the sata^'rdof,* atidofteii 
around a cotfimpn firfc/ WitWfrt de^airate 1 a£art-^ 
ments, ot any kind bfafcrett* cSr partition be^ 
tween the spaces which they rfes^ctiyely oc^ 
cupyv As soon as men hare axxjuftetl distinct 
ideas of property ,. or when tkey are so much 
attached to their females, as 1:6 Vatch them witH 
care and jealousy, families of Course ditidfe and 
settle in separate houses, where they can- Secure* 
and guard ' whatever they wish to preserve 
This singular hiode of habitatibh among several 
people of America, 1 taay therefore be considered 
not only as the effect of their irtiperfect iiotionS 
concerning property, but as a proof of iriatten-- 
tion and indifference towards their women. If 
they had not been accustomed to perfect equa-* 
lity, such an arrangement could not have takeii 
place. If th6ir sensibility had been apt to have 
taken alarm, they would not -have trusted th* 
virtue of their women amidst the temptations 
and opportunities of such u promiscuous inter- 
course. At the same time, the perpetual con-* 

See AOTE UH< 
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cord which reigns in habitations where so many Book 
families are crowded together, is surprising, and v', / * 
affords a. striking evidence that they must be 
people of either a very gentle, or of a very 
phlegmatic temper, who, in such a situation, are 
unacquainted with animosity, brawling, and 
discord.* 

After making some provision for his dress Their arms, 
and habitation, a savage will perceive the ne- 
cessity of preparing proper arms with which to 
assault or repel an enemy. This, accordingly, 
has early eiercised the ingenuity and invention 
of all rude nations. The first offensive weapons 
Were doubtless such as chance presented, an,d 
the first efforts of art to improve upon these, 
Werfe extremely awkward and simple. Clubs 
made of some heavy wood, stakes hardened in 
the fire, lakctes whose heads were arrived witl^ 
flint or the bories of some animal, are weapons 
known to the rudest nations. All these, how- 
ever, were of use only in close encounter. 
Btit irien wished to annoy their enemies while 
at a distance, and' the bow and arrow is the most 
early invention for this purpose. This weapon 
is in the hands of people, whose advances ii* 



* Journ. de Grillet et Bechamel dans la Goyane, p. 65* 
Lafitau Moeurs, ii. 4. Torquem. Monarq. i. 247. Journal 
Hist, de Joutal, 217. Lery Hist. Brasil, ap. de Bry, ill. uS4 , 
Lozano Descr. del Gran Chaco, 67. 
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book improvement are extremely inconsid<erabl,e, ap4 
* / / is familiar jt.o the inhabitants of every quarter 
of tjie globe. Jt i$ remarkable, hpweyer ? that 
Spme tpbes in Aweric^ yrere so jdest^tute of ^rt 
and ingenuity, tjiat thjey bad not attained tP the 
discovery of this simple invention,* and seem 
to have been unacquainted with the use of 
any missive weapon. The sling, thpijgh in its 
construction not jnore complex than the bow"* 
aqd tunpng raany P&tions of eqnal antiquity, 
w^s little? known to the people °f Nojrth Ame- 
rica,f or the islands, but appears to have beeij 
used by a fewtribep in the soijtjberja cp$tinent.:j: 
The pe,ople, in some proyinqe§ pf Chiji, $n^ 
those of Patagonia, toward the soiztherji extre- 
mity of America, use a weapon peculiaf tp 
themselves. They" fasten stpnes, about the size 
of a fi$t, to each end of a leather thong of eig^jt 
feet in length, and swinging these round their 
lieads, thpp^ them with /sncjti dexterity, tha| 
they seldom mi^s the object fit which they ainuj 
Their d<n Among people -who had hardly any pccupa^- 
utex»»iit. Jtion but war or hnntipg, th,e chief exertions of 
their invention,** as well 93 industry, yfexe 

} * Piedrahita Conq. delNuevo Reyno, ix. 12. 

+ Nauf. de Air. Nun Caheca de vaca, c. x. p. 12. 

+ Piedrah. p. 1$. See ,NOT£ UJ. 

§ Ovall's Relation of Chili. Church. Collect, iii. &*. 
Falkner's Rescript, of Pa^agoa. p. i3o; 

** See NOTE LV. 

, naturally 
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nMurally directed towards the^e objects. With book 
respect to every thing else, their wants and >• „ '»r< 
desires Were so limited, fhat their invention was 
Rot upon the stretch. As their food and habi^ 
tktions ate .perfectly simple^ their domestic 
utensil^ are few and rude. Some of thfc south- 
ern tribes had discovered the art of forming 
Vessels of earthen ware, and baking them in the 
sun, so as they could endure the fire. Ip North 
America, they hollowed a jiiece t)f hard wood 
into the form of a kettle, and filing it with 
T^ater, brought it to boil, by putting red-hot 
stones into it.* These vessels they used injo^ssm^ 
preparing part of * their provisions; ariti this* eir °° 
may be considered as a step towards refinement 
and luxury, for men in. their rudest state 
were net acquainted withany method of dressing 
their victuals, but by roasting them oil the fire; , 
an4 among several tribes in America, this is the 
only species of cookery .yet known.f But th^Cotistmc- 

... n .i o a tionof thei* 

master-piece ©i art, among the savages ot Ame- canoes, 
rica, is the cdnstruction of their canoes. Ai* 
Eskimaiix, shut up in his boat of whalebone^ 
covered with the skins of seals, can brave that 
stormy ocean, on which the barrenness of hia 
icountry compels him to depend for the chief 



* CWley. Hist. N. fcr. iii. 3&1> 

t See NOTE LVI. t 
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book part of his subsistence.* The people of Canada 
venture upon their rivers and lakes> iri boats 
made of the hark of trefes, and so light that two 
men can carry them, wherever shallows or ca- 
taracts obstruct the navigation^ In these frail 
vessels they undertake and accomplish long 
voyages*:}: The inhabitants of the isles and of 
the southern continent form their canoes by 
hollowing the trunk of a large tree, whh hi* 
finite labor, and though in appearance they 
are extremely awkward and unwieldy, they 
paddle and steer them with such dexterity, that 
Europeans, well acquainted with^all the improve^ 
ments In the science of navigation, have been 
astonished at the rkpidity of their motion, and 
the quickness of their evolutions. Their pi*~ 
rogues y or war-boats, are so large as to cany 
forty or fifty men; their canoes employed in 
fishing and in short voyages are less capacious. § 
The form, as well as materials of all these 
Various kinds of vessels^ is well adapted to the 
service for which they are destined; and the 
more minutely they are examined, the me- 
chanism of their structure, as well as neatness 
4>f their fabric, will appear the more surprising. 

* Ellis Voy. i33. 

t See NOTE LVII. 

} Lafitau Moeurs, etc. ii. a 1 3. 

§ Labat Voyages, ii. 91, etc. i3i. 



Digitized by LjOOQlC 



HISTORY Of AMERICA, 173 

, JJut, in every attempt towards industry book 
^mong the Americans, one striking quality in ^— <^— - 
their character, xs conspicuous. I hey apply to with which 
work without ar^or, carry it on with little ac- [ € iabor P . y 
tivity, and, like children, are easily diverted 
from it. Even ij* operations which seem the 
most interesting and wliere the most' powerful 
motives urge them to vigorous exertions, they 
labor with a languid U$tlessness. Their work 
advances under their hand with such slowness, 
that an eye-witness compares it to the imper- 
ceptible progress of vegetation.* They will 
spend so many years in forming a canoe, that it 
often begins to rot with age before they finish 
it. They will suffer one part of a roof to decay 
and perish, before they complete the other .f 
The slightest, manual operation consumes %n 
amazing length of time, and what in polished 
nations wo^ild hardly be an effort of industry, 
£s among savages an arduous undertaking. This 
.slowness of the Americans in executing works 
of every kind may be imputed to various causes. 
Ampng sayages, who do not depend for subsis- 
. tence upon tjxe efforts of regular industry, time 
is of so little importance, that they set no value 
. upon it ; and provided they can finish a design, 
they never regard how long they are employed 

* Gumllta. it. 297. 

t JBorde Relat. des Caraibes, p. 22. 
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about it. The tools which they employ are so 
awkward and defective, that every \tfork ill 
which they engage must necessarily be tedious. 
The hand of the most industrious and skilful 
artist, were it furnished with no better instru- 
ment than a stone hatchet, a shell, or the bone 
bf some animal, would find it difficult to perfect 
the most simple work. It is by length of labor, 
that he must endeavour to supply his defect of 
power. But above all, the cold phlegmatic 
temper peculiar to the Americans renders theit 
operations languid. It is almost impossible to 
rouse them from that habitual indolence in 
which they are sunk; and unless when engaged 
in war or hunting, they seem incapable of 
exerting any vigorous effort. Their ardor of 
application is not so greaj as to* call forth that 
inventive spirit which suggests expedients fofc 
facilitating and abridging labor. They will re- 
turn to a task day after day, but all their methods 
of executing it are tedious and operose* Even, 
since the Europeans have communicated to 
them the knowledge of their instruments, and 
taught them to imitate their arts, the peculiar 
genius of the Americans is conspicuous in every 
attempt they mike. They may be patient and 
assiduous in labor, they can copy with a servile 
^nd minute accuracy, but discover litUe inve]0^ 

* See NOTE LVHI, 
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tioli, and no talents for dispatch. In spite of inr B oo k 
3truction and example, the spirit of the race > - » * 
predominate^ ; their motions are naturally tardy, 
and it is in vain to urge them to quicken their 
pace. Among the Spaniards in America, the 
work of an Indian is a phrase hy which they 
describe any thing, in the execution of which 
an immense time has been employed^ and much 
labor wasted * 

VII. No circurfi stance respecting rude nations TteineB^ 
has been the object of greater curiosity than 
their religious tenets and rites ; arid none, per- 
haps, has been so imperfectly understood, or re- • 
presented with so little fidelity. Priests and mis- P«crif«r • 

1 difficulties^ 

sionaries are the persons who have had the best in tLis in* 
opportunities o£ carrying on this inquiry, among quiry * 
the most uncivilized of the American tribes. 
Their minds, engrossed by the doctrines of their 
own religion, and habituated to its institutions, 
are apt to discover something which resembles, 
those objects of their veneration, in the opinions 
and rites of every people. Whatever they con- 
template, they view through one medium, and 
draw and accommodate it to their own system. 
They study to reconcile the institutions, which 
fell under thei? observation, to their own creed, 
not to explain them according to the rude 
ttotipns of the peqpls themselves. They ascribe 

* .Voyages de Ulloa^ i. 335^ Lettr, Edif. elp. i5* US* 
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to them ideas which they are incapable of form- 
ing, and suppose therfi to be acquainted with 
principles and facts, which it is impossible that 
they should know. Hence, some missionaries 
have been induced to believe, that even among 
the most barbarous nations fti America, they 
had discovered traces, no less distinct than 
amazing, of their acquaintance with the sublimfe 
mysteries and peculiar institutions of Christia- 
nity. From their own interpretation of certain 
expressions and ceremonies, they have concluded 
that these people had some knowledge of the 
doctrine of the Trinity, of the in carnation of the 
Son of God, of his expiatory sacrifice, of the 
virtue of the cross, and of the efficacy of the, 
sacraments.* In such unintelligent and credu- 
lous guides, we can place little confidence. 

But, even when we make our choice of con- 
ductors w^ith the greatest care, we must not fol- 
low them with implicit faith. An inquiry into 
the religious notions of rude nations is involved 
in peculiar intricacies, and we must often pause 
in order to separate the facts which our in- 
formers relate, from the reasonings with which 
they are accompanied, oT the theories which 
they build upon them. Several pious writers* 
more attentive to the importance of the subject 
than to the condition of the people whose senti- 

* Venegas, 1. 88. 92. Torquemada, u. 445. Garcia Crigeiw 
1*2. Herrera, dee. 4, Kb. i*. c. 7. dec. 5. 1H>. iv, c, 7- 
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* 

merits they were endeavouring to discover, have 1ft o o k 
bestowed rtjLuch unprofitable labor in researches v ■ * * / . * 
of this nature.* 

There are two fundamental doctrines, upon Con§n«d to, 
which the whole system of religion, as far as it dcs. 
can be discovered by the light of nature, is 
established. The one respects the being of a 
God, the other the immortality of the soul. To, 
discover the ideas of the uncultivated nations 
under our review with regard to those important 
points, is not only an object of curiosity, but 
may afford instruction- To these two articles I 
shall confine my researches, leaving subordinate- 
opinions, and the detail of local superstitions, to 
more minute inquirers. Whoever has had any ^GoS! 1 * 
opportunity of examining into the religious opi- 
nipns of persons in the inferior ranks of life, ^ 

even in the most enlightened and civilized na- 
tions, will find that their system of belief i$ 
derived from instruction, not discovered by in*- 
quxry. That numerous part of the bumai* 
species, whose lot is labou, whose principal and * 
almost sole occupation is to secure subsistence^ 
views the arrangement and operations of nature 
with little reflection, and has neither leisure nor 
capacity for entering into that path of refined 
and intricate speculation which conducts to the 
knowledge of the principles of natural religion* 

* See MOTE LIX 
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3 o o k In the early and most rude periods of savags 
life, such disquisitions are altogether unknown., 
Wh,en the intellectual powers are just beginning 
to unfold, and their first feeble exertions are 
directed towards a few objects of primary ne- 
cessity and use; when the faculties of the mind 
ure so limited, as not to have formed abstract or 
general ideas; when language is so barren, as to 
be destitute of name& to distinguish any thing 
that is not perceived by some of the senses; it is 
preposterous to expect that man should be ca^ 
pable of tracing with accuracy the relation be- 
tween cause and effect; or to suppose that he 
should rise from the contemplation of the one to 
the knowledge of the other, and form just con- 
ceptions ofo Deity, as the Creator and Governor 
of the universe. The idea of creation is so 
familiar wherever the mind is enlarged by sci- 
ence, and' illuminated with revelation, that we 
seldom reflect how profound and abstruse this 
idea is, or consider what progress man must have 
made in observation and research, before he 
could arrive atany knowledge of this elementary 
principle in religion. Accordingly, several tribes 
have been discovered in America, which have no 
Idea whatever of a Supreme Being, and no rites 
of religious worship. Inattentive to that magni-v 
ficent spectacle of beauty and order presented to 
their view, unaccustomed to reflect either upon 
what they themselves are, or to inquire who 
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Js the author of their existence, men, in their book 
$^ va g e .. state, pass . their days like the animals 
yound them, without knowledge or veneration 
of any superior power. Some rude tribes Ipve 
not in their language any name for the Deity, 
jior have the most accurate observers been able 
to discover any practice or -institution which 
seemed to imply that^they recognised his author 
rity, or were solicitous to obtain his favor.* It 
4s, however, only among men in the most un- 
cultivated state of nature, and while their intel- 
lectual faculties are so feeble and limited as 
Jiardly to elevate them ^boye the irrational 
creation, that we discover this total insensibility 
to the impressions of a,ny invisible power. 

Bat the human mind, formed for religion, 
poon opens to the reception of ideas, which are 
destined, when corrected and refined, to be the 
great source of consolation amid&t the calamities 
of life. Among sojne of the American tribes, 
Still in the infancy of improvement, we discern 



* Biet, 53g. Lery ap. de Bry, iii. 221.' Nieuhoff: Church. 
Coll. ii. i52. Lettr. Edif. 2. 177. Id. 12* i3. Venegas, 
1. 87. Lotfano, Descript. del Grand Chaco> 5g. fernand. 
Mission. Me Chiquit. 39. Gumilla, U. \56. Rochefort Hisf. 
des Antilles, p. 468. IVJargrave Hist, in Append, de Chi- 
liensibus, 286. IJlloa, Nolic. Autefic. 335, etc. Barrere, 
Si 8, 219. Harcourt Voy. to Guiana. Purch. Eilgr. iv. p. 
1273. Account of Brasil, by a Portuguese. Ibid. p. 1281^ 
JqnesWowjal, p. 5g. See N.QTE L2k 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



*86 HISTORT OF AMERICA. 

book apprehensions of some invisible and powerful 
beings. These apprehensions aire originally in- 
distinct and perplexed, and seem to-be suggested 
ratjier by the dread of impending evils, than to 
flow from gratitude for blessings received. While 
Nature holds on her course with, uniform and 
undisturbed regularity, men enjoy the. benefits 
resulting from it, without inquiring concerning 
its cause. But every deviation from this regular 
course rouses and astonishes them. When they 
behold events to which they are not accustomed, 
they search for the reasons of them with eager 
curiosity. Their understanding is l unable ta 
penetrate into these; but imagination, a more 
forward and ardent faculty of the mind, decide* 
without hesitation. It ascribes the extraordinary 
occurrences, in nature to the influence of in- 
visible beings, and supposes that the thunder, the 
hurricane, and the earthquake, are effects of 
their interposition. Some such confused notion 
of spiritual or invisible power, superintending 
over those natural calamities which frequently 
desolate the earth, and terrify its inhabitants, 
may be traced among many rude nations,* 
But besides this, the disasters and dangers 
of savage life are so many, and men often find 
themselves in situations so formidable, that the 
mind, sensible of its own weakness, has no 

* See NOTE LXI. 
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resource but ia<he guidahoe and protection of book 
wisdom and power superior to what is human.* 
Dejected with calamities which oppress him, and 
exposed to dangers which he cannot repel, the 
savage no longer relies upon himself; he feels 
his own impotence, and sees no prospect of being 
extricated, but by the interposition of some 
unseen arm. Hence, in all unenlightened na- 
tions, the first rites or practices which bear any 
Resemblance to acts of religion, have it.for their 
object to avert evils which men suffer or dread. 
The Manitous or Ohiis of the North Americans 
Were amulets or charms, which they imagined 
to be of such virtue, as to preserve the persons 
who reposed confidence in them from every 
disastrous event, or they were considered as 
tutelary spirits, whose aid they might implore in 
circumstances of distress.* The Cemis of the 
islanders were reputed by them to be the authors 
xvf every calamity that afflicts the human race; 
they were represented under the most frightful 
forms, and religious homage was paid to thein 
with no other viewthant© appease these furious 
deitics.f Even among those tribes whose re- 
ligious system was more enlarged, and who had 



* Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 343, etc. Creuxii Hist. Canad. p. 
82, etc. 

t Oviedo, lib. iii. c. 1. p. 111. P. Martyr, decad. p* 
102, etc. 
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book: formed some conception of benevolent beings 
which delighted in conferring benefits, as well as 
of malicious powers prone to inflict evil ; supers- 
tition still appears as the offspring of fear, and 
all its efforts were employed to avert calamities* 
They were persuaded that their good deities, 
prompted by the beneficence of their nature, 
would bestow every blessing in their power, 
without solicitation or acknowledgment ; and 
their only anxiety was to soothe and deprecate 
the wrath of the powers whom they regarded 
a$ the enemies of mankind.* 

Such were the imperfect conceptions of the 
greater part of the Americans with respect to 
the interpositions of invisible agents, and such, 
almost universally, was the mean and illiberal 
object of their superstitions. Were we to trace 
back the ideas of other nations to that rude 
state in which history first presents them to 
our view, we should discover a surprising re-, 
semblance in their tenets and practices; and 
should be convinced, that, in similar circum- 
staftces, the faculties of the human mind hold 
nearly the same course in their progress, and 
arrive at almost the same conclusions. The 
impressions of fear are conspicuous in all the 

* Tertre, 11. S65. Borde, p. i4. State of Virginia, hf 
a Native, book iii. p. 3a x 33. Dumont* 1. i65. Bancroft* 
Bat. HisL of Guiana, 3og. 
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systems of {superstition formed in this situation. 
The most exalted notions of men rise no higher 
than to a # perplexed apprehension of certain 
beings, whose power, though supernatural, is 
limited as well as partial. . 

But, among other tribes, whjch have been RemarkaMt 
longer united* or have made greater progress in ttlfr™ ifgi- 
improvement, we discern some feeble pointing °* s now * l * v 
towards more just and adequate conceptions 
of the power that presides in nature. They 
eeem to perceive that there must be soiqe uni- 
versal cause to whom all thjngs are indebted 
For their being; If we may judge by some of -, 
their impressions, they appear to acknowledge 
a divine power to be thje maker of the world, 
and the disposer of all events. L They denomi- 
nate him die Great Spirit* But these iqLeas 
are faint and confused, and when they attempt 
to explain them, it is matiifeSt, .that among them 
the word spirit has a meaning, veiy different 
from that in which we emplpy it, ,^pd thai; they 
have no conception of a**y deity; but what is 
^orporeaL They believe their gods t<j r be of tl^p 
human form, though of a ^atum.niore excelknt 
than man, and retail suc^l i^ild incoherent , 
fables concerning their functions And opera- 
tions, as are altogether unwortfey qf a plaqe ifi 

' ' ' • - • ^ ' i " '<'>-': 

* CWler. N. tr. ill. 343. Sagard, Voy. du Pays del 
Ilurotas, 226. >? 
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history. Even among these tribes, there is no 
established form of public worship; there are 
no temples erected in honor of tlfcf ir deities j 
and no minister^ peculiarly consecrated to their 
service. They have, the knowledge, however, 
of several superstitious ceremonies and prac- 
tices handed down to them by tradition, and to 
these they have recourse with a, childish ere-? 
dulity, when roused by any emergence from 
their u,sual insensibility, and excited to acknow-» 
ledge the power, and to implore the protection 
<tf superior beings;* 
system of The tribe of the Natchez, and the people of 
ck«. * "" Bogota had advanced beyond the other uheiiltir 
vated natiohs of America in their ideas of reli- 
gion, as well as in their political institutions ; 
^cad it is no less difficult to explain the cause of 
this distinction than of that which we have 
already considered. The Sun was tJae chief 
bbject df religious worship among the Natches. 
In their temples, which were constructed with 
'some magnificence, and decorated with various 
'orhaiiients, according to their mode of architeo- 
"ture, they Reserved a perpetual jfire, as the 
purest emblem of « their divinity. Minsters 
were kppointied to Wateh and feed this sacred 
Hkkinel i The "&*% Unction of the gmU chief of 
the nation, every morning, was an act of obei- 

* Charley. N. Fr. iii. 345. Colden. i. 17. — : 
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wance to the Sun: and festivals returned at stated book 

IV 

seasons, which were celebrated by the , whole 
community with solemn but unbloody rites.* 
This is the most refined species io£ superstition, 
known in America, and, perhaps, one of, the 
most natural as well as most seducing* The 
Sun is the apparent source of the joy, fertility* 
and life, diffused through nature; and while the 
human mind, in its earlier essays toward* in-*. 
• quiry, contemplates and admires his universal 
and animating energy, its admiration is apt to 
stop shopt at what ip visible* wilhout reaching 
to the upseen cause ; and pays that adoration to 
the most glorious and beneficial 'Work of God, 
which is due only to him >frha formed it. As 
fire is the purest and most active of the ele~ 
mejits, apd some pf its qualities aad effects re- 
sembles the S*m 9 it was, not improperly, chosen 
to be the emblem of his powerful operation^ 
The ancient Persians, a people far superior, uar 
every respect, to that rude tribe whose rites I 
am: describing, founded theijr religious system 
on similar principles^ a&d .established a form of 
public worship, less gro$4 and exceptionable 
than that of any people destitute of guidance, 
from revelation. This surprising <oo-incidenoe 
in sentiment between two nations* in such 

* Dumont, i;i$S, etc.. Charier. N. Er. hi. 4i/,4lc. ^9. 
Lafitau, i. 167. ,,• 
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book different states of improvement, in one of 
»■■ J— ' the many singular and unaccountable circum^ 
stances which occur in the history of humatt 
affairs, 

Among the people t>f Bogota, the Siin Sind 
Moon were, likewise, the chief objects of vehe u 
ration. Their system of religion Waa mote re-^ 
gular and complete, though less pure, than that 
* of the Natchez* They had temples, altars, 

priests, sacrifices, and that long train of ceremo^ 
nies, which superstition introduces wherever 
she has fully established her dominion ovei 4 ' 
the mitids of men. But the rites of theft 
Worship were cruel and bloody. They ' of-* 
feted human v victims to theifc deities, and 
many of their practices nearly resembled the 
barbarous institutions of the Mexicans, the* 
genius of which we shall have an opportunity 
of considering more attentively in its proper^ 
place.* 
Their Meas With respect to the other great doctrine of 
th^mmor 8 -. religion, concerning the imnlortality of the 
JJ^f soul} the sentiments of the Americans were 
more united; the human mind, even when 
least improved and' invigorated by culture, 
shriiiks from the thoughts of annihilation, and 
looks forward with hope and expectation to a? / 

; * Piedraliita, Gonq. delN» Reyno, p* 17. Eferrera; defc. "tf. 
lib. T< c. 6. l 

stato 
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state of Future existence. This sentiment, re- boo k 
suiting from a secret consciousness of its own 
dignity > from an instinctive longing after im- 
mortality, ip universal, and may be deemed 
natural. Upon this are founded the most 
exalted hopes of man in his highest state of 
improvement; nor has nature withheld front 
him this soothing consolation, in the most early 
and rude period of his progress. We can tracd 
this opinion from one extremity of America to 
the other : in Some regions more faint and 
obscure, iri others more perfectly developed, but 
nowhere unknown. The most uncivilized of 
its savage tribes do not apprehend death as the 
extinction of being. All entertaih hopes of a 
future and more happy state, where they shall 
be for ever exempt from the calamities which 
imbitter human life in its present condition; 
This future state they conceive to be a delight-* 
ful country, blessed with perpetual springs 
whose forests abound with game, whose rivers 
swarm with fish, where famitie is never felt, and 
uninterrupted plenty shall be enjoyed without 
labor or toil. But as men, in forming their first 
imperfect ideas concerning the invisible world, 
suppose that there they shall continue to feel 
the same desires, and to be engaged in the samd 
occupations, ks in the present world ; they na- 
turally ascribe eminence and distinction, in thai 
state, to the same qualities and talents which 
VOL. Hi o 
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are here the object of their esteem. The Ame-* 
ricans, accordingly, allotted the highest place, 
in their country of spirits, to the skilful hunter, 
to the adventurous and successful warrior, and 
to such as had tortured the greatest number of 
induce captives, and devoured their flesh.* These 
imryarms, notions were so prevalent, that tiey gave rise 
the dead! to an un i versa l custom, which is, at once, the 
strongest evidence that the Americans believe 
in a future state, and the best illustration of 
what they expect there. As they imagine that 
departed spirits begin their career anew in the 
world whither they are gone, that their friends 
may not enter upon it defenceless and unpro- 
vided, they bury together with the bodies of 
the dead their bow> their arrows, and other 
weapons used in hunting or war; they deposit 
in their tombs the skins or stuffs of which they 
make garments, Indian corn, manioc, venison, 
domestic utensils, and whatever is reckoned 
among the necessaries in their simple mode of 
life.f In some provinces, upon the decease of 
a cazique or chief, a qertain number of his 
wives, of his. favorites, and of his slaves, were 

* Lery ap. de Bry, iii. 222. Charley. N. Fr. iii. 35 1, etc 
De la Potherie, ii. 45, etc. iii. 5. 

t Chronica de Cieca de Leon, c. 28. Sagard, 288. Creux, 
Hist Canad. p. 91. Rochefort. Hist, des Antilles, 568. 
Biet, 391. De la Potherie, it. 44. iii. 8. Blanco, Coayers* 
de Ptritu, p. 35. 
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jput to death, and inteWed together with him, 
that he might appear with the same dignity in 
his ^future station, and be waited upon by the 
same attendants.* This persuasion is so deep- 
rooted, that many of the deceased person's re- 
tainers offer themselves as voluntary victims^ 
and tourt the privilege *>f accompanying their 
departed master, as an high distinction* It has 
been found difficult, on some occasions, to s£t 
bounds to this enthusiasm of affectionate duty^ 
and to reduce the train of a favorite leader to 
Such a number afs the tribe Could afford to 
spare.f 

Among the Americans, as Trtreil as other utter- 8op«*wi J 

47 ' tion c<h>* 

vili^ed nations, many of the rites and obser- nectedwitii 

a 1 « devotion. 

Varices which bear some resemblance to acts of 
religion, have no connection with devotibn, but 
proceed from a fond desire of prying into fu- 
turity. The human mind is most atpt to feel, 
fcnd to discover this vain curiosity, when its 
own powers are most feeble and uninformed* 
Astonished With occurrences, of which it is 
unable to comprehend the cause, it naturally - 
fancies that there is something mysterious and 

*DuBeumt, Louisiarie, i. 208/ etc. Oviedo, lib: v. c. 3. 
Gomara, Hist. Gen. c* 28. P. Mart, decad. 3o4. Charlev* 
K. Fr. iii. 421. Herrera, ded. i.lib. iii. c.3. P. Melchior 
Hernandez, Membr. de Chiriqui. Coll. Orig. Papers, i.. 
Chron. de Gieca de Leon, c. S3. 

t See- NOTE LXIJ. 
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Wonderful in their origin* Alarmed at eventt 
of which it cannot discern the issue or the cbn- 
sequences, it has recourse to other means o£ 
discovering them, than the exercise of its 6wn 
sagacity. Wherever superstition is so esta- 
blished as to form a regular system, this defeire 
lof penetrating into the secrets of futurity is 
Connected with it. Divination becomes a re- , 
ligioiis act. Priests, as the ministers of Heaven^ 
pretend to deliver its oracles to men* They 
are the only soothsayers, augurs, and magicians, 
who profess the sacred and important art of 
disclosing what is hid from other eyes. 

But, among rude nations, who pay no vene- 
ration to any superintending power, and who 
■ have no established rites or ministers of reli- 
gion, their curiosity to discover what is future 
and unknown is cherished by a different prin- 
ciple, and derives strength from another al- 
liance. As the diseases of men, in the savage 
state, are, as has been already observed, like 
those *)f the animal creation, few but extremely 
Violent, their impatience under what they 
suffer, and solicitude for the recovery of health, 
soon inspired them with extraordinary reve^ 
rerice for such as pretended to understand the 
nature of their maladies, arid to be possessed of 
knowledge sufficient to. preserve or deliver 
them from their sudden and fatal effects. These 
ignorant pretenders, however, were such uttej 
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strangers to the structure of the human frame, book 
sls to be equally unacquainted with the causes 
of its disorders, and the manner in which they 
will terminate. Superstition, mingled frequently 
with some portion of craft, supplied what they 
Wanted in science* They imputed the origiu 
of diseases to supernatural influence, and prer 
scribed or performed a variety of mysterious 
rites, which they gave out to be of such efficacy 
tis to remove the most dangerous and inveterate 
maladies, The credulity and love of the ma^ 
vellous, natural to uninformed men^ favored 
the deceptipn, and prepared them tot be the 
dupes of those injppstors. Among savages, 
their first physicians ^re a kind of conjurers or 
wizards^ who boast that they know what is past^ 
and can foretel what is to come. Incantations^ 
sorcery, and mummeries of diverse kinds, no 
less strange than frivolous, are the means which 
they employ to expel the imaginary causes of* 
malignity;* and relying, upon the efficacy of 
these, they predict with confidence what will 
be the fate of their deluded patients.., Thus 
superstition, ia its earliest form, flowed from 
the solicitude of man to he delivered from, 
present distress, not from his dread of evils 
awaiting him in a future life, and was originally 

*P* Melch, Hernandez, Mqmprial de Cbiriqqi. Collect- 
Orig. Pap. i. , . ■; ^nc;*: i lI c . 
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boo k. ingrafted on medicine, not on religion. One of 
Vsw the first, and most intelligent historians of 
America, was struck with this alliance between 
the art of divination and that of physic, among 
the people of Hispaniola.* But this was not 
peculiar to them. The Alexis, the Fiayaa r 
the Autmoins, or whatever was the distinguish- 
ing name of their diviners and charmers irt 
other parts of America, were all the physicians 
of their respective tribes, in the same manner 
as the Buhitos of HUpaniola. As their function 
led them to apply to the human mind when 
enfeebled by sickness, and as they found it, in 
that season of dejection, prone to be alarmed 
with imaginary fears, or amused with vain 
hopes, they easily induced it to rely with im- 
plicit confidence on the virtue of their spells, 
and the certainty of their predictions.f 
Gradually Whenever men acknowled ge the reality of sii- 

c&tewU. . . . 

pernatur^l power and discernment in one in- 
stance, they have a propensity to admit it in 
others. The Americans did not long suppose the 
efficacy of conjuration to be confined to on6 
subject. They had recourse to it in every situation 



* Oviedo, lib. y. c. i. 

t Herrera, dec. i. lib. iii. c 4. Osborne, Coll. ii. 860. 
Burnout, i. 169, etc. Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 36 1. 364, etc. 
Lawsoh, NUCarol. at 4. Rtfms, Triumph, p. 17. ffiet, 386. 
De la Potherie* ii. 35, etc^ 
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*rf danger or distress. When the events of war book 

• • IV 

were peculiary disastrous, when they met with v_^ -w 

Unforeseen disappointments in hunting, when 
inundations or drought threatened their crops 
With destruction, they called upon their con- 
jurers to begin their incantations, in order ta 
discover the causes of those calamities, or to 
foretelwhat would be their issue.* Their confi- 
dence in this delusive art gradually increased, 
and manifested itself in all the occurrences of 
life. When involved in any difficulty, or about 
to enter upon any transaction of moment, every 
individual regularly consulted the sorcerer, and 
depended upori his instructions to extricate him ■ / 

from the former, as well as to direct his conduct 
in the latter. Even among the rudest tribes in 
America, sijperstition appears in this form, and f 

divination is an a^t in high esteem. Long before / 

man had acquired such knowledge of a deity a& ■ 

inspires reverence, and leads to adoration, we 
observe him stretching out a presumptuous hand j 

to draw aside that veil with which providence { 

kindly conceals its purposes from human know- 
ledge; and we find him laboring, with fruitless 
anxiety, to penetrate into the mysteries of the 
divine administration. To discern, and to wor- 
ship a superintending power, is an evidence 1 



* Cfwlev. N. Fjr. iii. 3. Dumoirt, L 1 7Z. Feraand. ReUc 
4elps Cliiquit, p. 4o. Lo?ano ; fa M*rgra*e, 379. . -. r 
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5 o o K of the enlargement and maturity of the huma? 

^ ■ v' ■■ / understanding; a yain desire of prying into futu- 
rity , is the error of its ir^ncy, a ( ud a proof of iU 
weakness, 

Frqm this weakness proceeded likewise the 
faith pf the Americans in dreams, their obs- 
ervation of omens, their attention to the chirpr- 
ing of birds, and the cries of animals, all which 
they suppose to be indications of future events*; 
and if any one of these prognostics is deemed 
unfavorable, they instantly abandon the pursuit 
of tjhose measures on \dii,ch they aape <most ea^- 
gerly bent.* 

Pwacfced VIIL But if we would form a complete idea 

customs. f the uncultivated nations of America, we must 
not pass unobserved some singular customs, 
which, though universal and characteristic., could 
not be reduced, with propriety, to any of the 
articles intQ which I have divided my inquiry 
v concerning their manmers^ 

liov* pf , Among savages, in every part of the globe, 
the love of dancing is a favorite passion. As, 
during a great part of their time, they languish 
in a state of inactivity and indolence, without any 
occupation to rouse oj interest theip, they delight 
universally in a pastime which calls forth the 
active powers of theijrnature into, exercisg. ^he 

* Charlev. N. Fr. in. 262, 353. Stadhis ap. de Bry, iu\ 
<aoa Creuxj. Hist. Oanad.' 84. Tecbo Hist: of Parag. 
Church Coll. Yi. 37: 'Dtela Poiherie, iii. 6. \ 
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Spaniards, when they first visited America were book 
astoijished at the fondness of the natives for » ■■■ / ■ * 
dancing, and beheld with wonder a people, cold 
and unanimated in most of their other pursuits, 
Jdndle into life, and exert themselves with 
ardor, as often as this favorite amusement re~ ' 
curred. Among them, indeed, dancing ought 
not to be denominated an amusement. It is a 
serious and important occupation, which mingles 
in every occurrence of public or private life. 
If any intercourse be necessary between two 
American tribes, the ambassadors of the one ap- 
proach in a solemn dance, and present the calu- 
met or emblem of peace ; the sachems of the 
other receive it with the same ceremony.* If 
war is denounced against an enemy, it is by a. 
dafnce, expressive of the resentment which they 
feel, and of the vengeance which they medi- 
tate.f If the wrath of their gods is to be ap- 
peased, or their beneficence to be celebrated 5 if 
they rejoice at the birth of a child, or mourn 
the death of a friend,:): they have dances appro- 
priated to each of these situations, and suited to 
the different sentiments with which they are 
then animated If a person is indisposed, u 

" * De la Polherie Hist. il. 1 7, etc, Charier. N. Tr. ill. 21 ri 
397. LaHontan, i. 100. i37. Hennepin Decou. i46, etc. 

t Charley. N.Fi\ itt. *9& Xftfilau, i. 523. 

$ Joutelj 3i3. Gomara Hist. Gen. c. i<|6« t 
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dance is prescribed as the most effectual means 
of restoring him to health ; and if he himself* 
cannot endure the fatigue of such an exercise, 
the physician or conjurer performs it in his 
name, as if the virtue of his activity could be 
transferred to his patient.* 
. All their dances are imitations of some action; 
and though the music by which they are regu- 
lated is pxtremely simple and tiresome to the 
ear by its dull monotony, some df their dances 
appear wonderfully expressive and animated^ 
The war dance is, perhaps, the most striking. 
It i3 the representation of a complete American 
campaign. The departure of the warriors, from 
their village, their march into the enemy's coun- 
try, the caution with which they encamp, the* 
address with which they station some of their 
party in ambush, the manner of surprising the 
enemy, the noise and ferocity of the combat, 
the scalping of those who are slain, the seizing 
of prisoners, the triumphant return of the con- 
querors, and the torture of the victims, are suc- 
cessively exhibited. The performers enter with 
such enthusiastic ardor into their several parts; 
their gestures, their countenance^ their voice, 
are so wild and so well adapted to their various, 
situations, that Europeans can hardly believe it. 

* Deny* Hist. Nat. 189. Briefed), 37a, De 1* Po*h$ri^ 
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to be a mimic scene, or view it without emo- 
tions of fear and horror * 

But however expressive some of the Ameri- 
can dances may be, there is one circumstance in 
them remarkable, and connected with the cha-* 
racter of the race. The songs, the dances, the 
amusements of other nations, expressive of the 
sentiments which animate their hearts, are often 
adapted to display or excite that sensibility 
which mutually attaches the sexes. Among 
some people, such is the ardor of this passion, 
that love is almost the sole object of festivity 
and joy; and as rude nations are strangers to de-< 
licacy, and unaccustomed to disguise any emcn 
tion of their minds, their dances are often ex^ 
tremely wanton and indecent. Such is the Cch 
lenda, of which the natives of Africa are so pas- 
sionately fond;f and such the feats of the 
dancing girls, which the Asiatics contemplate 
with so much avidity of desire. But, among 
the Americans, more cold and indifferent to 
their females, from causes which I have already 
explained, the passion of love mingles but little 
with their festivals and pastimes. Their songs 



* Dela Potherie, ii. 116. Charley. N. Fr. ill. 397. Lafitaa, 
1523, 

f Adanson Voyage to Senegal, Hi. 287. Labat, Voyage*, 
)v. 463. Sloane Hist. Nat. of Jam. Introd. p. 48. JFermfa 
Descript. de Sarin. 1. p. 139, 
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Boor And dances are mostly solemn and tnartial, they 
' are connected with some of the serious and imrr 
portarit affairs of life,* and having no relation 
to love or gallantry, are seldom common to the 
two sexes, but executed by the men and wo- 
men apartf . If, on some occasions, the women 
are permitted to join in the festival, the char 
racterof the entertainment is still the same, and 
no movement or gesture is expressive of attach 
ment, or encourages familiarity.^: 
Passion for An immoderate love of play, especially at 
games of hazard, which seems to be natural tp 
all people unaccustomed to the occupations of 
regular industry, is likewise universal among 
the Americans. The same causes, which so 
often prompt persons in civilized life, who are 
at their, ease, to have recourse to this pastime, 
render it the delight of the savage. The for- 
mer are independent of labor, the latter do not 
feel the necessity of it$ and as both are unemr 
played, they run with transport to whatever ip 
interesting enough to stir and to agitate theV' 
mind& Heme the American^ who , at othe^r 



*Descript. of Tf. France. Osborne Coll. ii. 883. Charlev. 
N. Fr, iii. 84. . . 

f Wafer's Account of Isthmus, etc. 169. Lery ap. de 
Bry, iii.-i77w Lozano Hist.de Parag. i. i4$. Herrera, dec. 
^. lib. vii. c. 8 ; dec. 4. lib. x. c, 4. See NOTE LXIIL 

i Barrere Fr. Eguin. jp. 194. 
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times ajte so indifferent, so phlegmatic, so silent, book 
and animated with so few desires, as soon as v - / * 
they engage in play become rapacious, impa^ 
tient, noisy, and almost frantic with eagerness. 
Their furs, their domestic utensils, their 
plothes, their arms, are staked at the gaming- 
table, and when all is lost, high as their sense of 
independence is, in a wild emotion of despair 
or of hope, they will often risk their personal 
liberty upon; a single cast.* Amotig several 
tribes, such gaming parties frequently recur, 
and become their most acceptable entertainment 
at every great festival. Superstition, which ia 
apt to take hold of those passions which are 
most vigorous, frequently lends its aid to con- 
firm and strengthen this favorite inclination. 
Their conjurers are accustomed to prescribe a 
solemn match at play, as one of the most effica^ 
clous methods of appeasing /their gods, ot of 
restoring the sick to health.f • ] 
f From causes similar to those which rendered for 
them fond of play, the Aifteriteina are extremely " '"*' 
addicted to drunkenness. Itiseemsto have been 
one of the first exertions of human ingenuity 
to discover some composition of an intoxicat- 
ing quality; and there is hardly aj*y nation so 
j?ude, or so destitute of invention, as not to have 

* Ghariev. Jfk Fr. ki. fiBu Sx9. JUfiUu, U, 338, etc, 
Jlihas Trittmf. i3, Brickell, 335. . < ,- ■ 
f Chadcr. W. Eiv iii. #63. 
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succeeded in this fatal research* The most 
barbarous of the American tribes have been so 
unfortunate as to attain this art; and even those 
which are so deficient in knowledge, as to be 
Unacquainted with the method of giving att 
inebriating strength to liquors by fermentation, 
can accomplish the same end by other means* 
The people of the islands of North America, 
and of California, used, for this purpose, the 
smoke of tobacco, drawn up with a certain iii-i 
strument into the nostrils, the fumes of which 
ascending to the brain, they felt all the trans- 
ports and frenzy of intoxication;* In almost 
every other part of the New World, the natives 
possessed the art of extracting an intoxicating 
liquor from maize or the manioc root, the same 
substances which they convert into bread. The 
operation by which they effect this, nearly re- 
sembles the common one of brewing, but with 
this difference, that in place of yest, they use a 
nauseous infusion of a certain quantity of maize 
or manioc chewed by their women. The saliva 
excites a vigorous fermentation, and in a few 
days the liquor becontes fitfbr drinking. It i» 
not disagreeable to the taste, and when swal-< 
lowed in large quantities, is of an intoxicating 
quality ,f This is the general beverage of the 

* * Oviedo, Hist. ap. Ramus* iii. n3, Tenegasy i. 68* 
Waufrag. de Cabeca de Vaisa* cap.a6. See NOTE LXIV# 
t Stadius ap, de Bry, Hi. 111* JLery, ibid. 175. 



Digitized by LjOOQlC 



■J 



ttlSTOar ofr AMERICA. &OJ 

Americans, which they distinguish by various book 
names, and for which they feel such a violent 
and insatiable desire, as it is not easy either to 
conceive or describe. Among polished nations, 
where a succession of various functions and 
amusements keeps the mind in continual occu- 
pation, the desire for strong drink is regulated, 
in a great measure, by the climate, and increases 
or diminishes according to the variations of its 
temperature. In Warm regions, the delicate 
and sensible frame of the inhabitants does not 
require the stimulation of fermented liquors. 
In colder countries, the constitution of the na-* 
lives, more robust and more sluggish, stands in 
need of generous liquors to quicken and ani- 
mate it But among savages, the desire of some* 
thing that is of power to intoxicate, is in every 
situation the same. All the people of America, 
if we except some small tribes near the Straits 
of Magellan, whether natives of the torrid zone, 
or inhabitants of its more temperate regions, or 
placed by a harder fate in the severe climates 
towards its northern or southern extremity, ap* 
pear to be equally under the dominion of this 
appetite.* Such a- similarity of taste, among 



* Gumilla, i. 357. Lozano, Descr. del Gran Chaco, 56 1 
io3. Ribas,8. UHoa, i. U4g. 357. Marchais, iv. 436. Fer- 
nandez Mission, de las Chiquet. 35. Barrere, p. ao3« 
Blanco Conyers. da Piritu, 3i, 
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book people in such different situations, must be as- 
s— *J-*-' cribed to the influence of some moral cause, 
and cannot be considered as the effect of any 
physical or constitutional want. While en- 
gaged in war or in the chase> the savage is often 
in the most interesting situations, and all the 
powers of his nature are roused to the most vi- 4 
gorous exertions. But those animating scenes 
are succeeded by long intervals of repose, dur- 1 
ing which the warrior meets with nothing that 
he deems of sufficient dignity or importance to 
merit his attention. He languishes and mopes 
in this season of indolence. The posture af his 
body is an emblem of the state of his mind. In 
one climate, cowering over the fire in his cabin) 
in another, stretched under the'shade of some 
tree, he dozes away his time in sleep, or in art 
unthinking joyless inactivity, not far removed 
from it. As strong: liquors awake him from this 
torpid state, give a brisker motion to his spirits^ 
and enliven him more thoroughly than either 
dancing or gaming, his love of them is excess 
sive. A savage, when not engaged in action, is 
a pensi\^ melancholy animal ; but as soon as he 
tastes, or has a prospect of lasting, the intoxi-* 
eating draught, he becomes gay and frolicsome.* 
Whatever be the occasion or pretext on which 
the Americans assemble, the meeting always 

*Melcndez Tesorez VeMa^. iii*3%4 

terminates 
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terminates in & debauch. Many of then* festi-*- 
vals have no other object, arid they welcome 
tjie return of thetn with transports of joy; As 
they are not accustomed to restrain any appe- 
tite, they set no bounds to this; The riot ofteit 
continues without intermission several days; 
and whatever may be the fatal effects of theit 
fexcess, they never cease from drinkirig as long 
ias one drop of liquor remains: The persons oi 
greatest eminence, the niost distinguished war- 
riors, and the chiefs most renowned for their 
wisdom^ have no greater command of them- 
helves thati the most obscure member ofthd 
Community j Their eagerness foi^ present en- 
joyment renders them blind to its fatal conse^ 
qttences; and those very men* who$ in othetf 
situations, seem to possess a force of mind mora* 
than human, are in this instance inferior to 
children in foresight, as well as consideration* 
and mere slaves of brutal appetite;* When 
their passions, naturally strong, are heightened 
and inflamed by drink, they are giiilty of tha 
most enormous, outrages, and the festivity sel* 
ddm concludes without deeds of violence of, 
bloodshed.f 

But, amidst this wild debauch, thete i$ oite 
circumstance remarkable ; the women, in most 

*Ribas, g. Ul^oa, i. 338. 

f Leftr. Edif. ii. 178. Torquetoada Moad, - W. 1. £#$< 
VOL, II, J? 
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book of the American tribes, are hot permitted to 
partake of it.* Their province is to prepare 
the liquor, to serve it about to the guests, and 
to take care of their husbands a&d friends, when 
their reason is overpowered* This exclusiori 
of the women front ah enjoyment So highly 
, valued by savages, may be justly considered ad 
a mark of their inferiority, and as ah additional 
evidence of that contempt with which they 
were treated in the New World. The people 
of North America, when first discovered, were 
not acquainted with any intoxicating drink • 
-but as the Europeans early found it their in- 
terest to supply them with spirituous liquors, 
drunkenness soon became as universal among 
them as among their countrymen to the south j 
and their women having acquired this new 
taste, indulge it with as little decency and mo- 
deration as the »ien.f 
Fat to death It were endless to enumerate all the detached 
inc&r customs which have excited the wonder of tra- 
vellers in America; but I cannot omit one seem-* 
ingly as singular as any that has been mentioned- 
[When their parents atid other relations become 
old, or labor under any distemper which their 
slender knowledge of the healing art cannot 

* Sec NOTE LXV. 

t Hutchinson Hist, of AAassaphus. 46a. Lafitau, ii. iaf. 
4}agard, i46. 
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femove, the Americans cut short their days with book 

TV 

•a violent hand, in order to he relieved from the ' 
burden of supporting and tending them. This 
practice prevailed among the ruder tribes in 
every part bf the continent, froj^ Hudson's Bay 
to the river De la Plata) and however shocking 
it may be to those sentiments of tenderness and 
•attachment, which, in civilized life* we are apt 
to consider as congenial with our frame, the con- 
dition of manin the savage state leads andrecon^ 
fciles him to it. The same hardships and difficulty 
of procuringsiibsistenoe, which deter savages, in 
some cases, from rearing their children,, prompt 
them to 'destroy the aged and infirm. The de- 
clining state of the one is as helpless as the 
infancy of the other* The former are no less 
unaWe than the latter to perform the functions 
that belong to a warrior or hunter, or to endure 
those various distresses in which savages are so 
often involved, by their own want of foresight 
&nd industry. Their relations feel this, and, 
incapable of attending to the wants or weak- 
nesses of others, their impatience tinder an addi* 
tional burden prompts them to extinguish that 
life which they find it difficult to sustain. This 
is not regarded as a deed of cruelty* but a^ an 
$ct of mercy* An American broken with years 
and infirmities;, conscious that he can no longer 
depend on the aid of those around him, place* 
himself contendedly in his grave j and it is by thf 
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hands of his children or nearest relations that tlid 
thong is pulled, of the blow inflicted, which 
releases him for ever from the sorrows of life.* 
General IX. After contemplating the rude American 

estimate of .- .» . _. - n . .. . 

their cha- tribes m sUch various lights ; alter taking a view 
of their customs and manners from so many dif- 
ferent stations, nothing remains but to form 
a general estimate of their character, compared 
with that of more polished nations. A human 
being as he comes originally from the hand 
of nature, is everywhere the same. At his first 
appearance in the state of infancy, whether it be 
amongthe rudest savages, or in the most civilized 
nation, we can discern no quality which marts 
any distinction or superiority. The capacity of 
improvement seems to be the same j and the 
talents he may afterwards acquire, as well as the 
virtuesheiiiay be rendered capable of exercising, 
depend, in a great measure, upon the state 
of society in which he is placed. To this state 
his mind naturally accommodates itself, and from 
it receives discipline and culture. In proportion 
to the wants which it accustoms a human being 
to feel, and the functions in which these engage 
him, his intellectual powers are called forth. 
According to the connections which it establishes 
between him and the rest of his species, the 

* Cassani Histor. deN. Reyno de Gran. p. 3oo. Piso, p* 
6. EUirVoy.- 191. Gttuulla, i. 333. 
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affections of his heart are exerted. It is only by book 
attending to this great principle, that we candis- > ■ S ■ / 
cover what is the character of man in every dif- 
ferent period of his progress. 

If we apply it to savage life, and measure the intellect^ 

• . power** 

attainments of the human mind in that state by 
this standard, we shall find, according to an ob- 
servation which I have already made, that the 
intellectual powers of man must be extremely 
limited in their operations. They are confined 
within the narrow sphere of what he deems 
iiecessary for supplying his own wants. What- 
ever has not some relation to these, neither 
attracts his attention, nor is the object of hia 
inquiries. But however narrow the bounds may 
be within which the knowledge of a savage is 
circumscribed, he possesses thoroughly that 
small portion which he has attained. It was not 
communicated to him by formal instruction; ho 
does not attend to it as a matter of mere specu- 
lation and curiosity j it is the result of his own 
observation, the fruit of his own experience, and 
accommodated to his condition and exigencies, 
While employed in the active occupations of war 
or of hunting, he often finds himself in difficult 
and perilous situations, from which the effort^ 
of his own sagacity must extricate him. Hq 
is frequently engaged in measures, where every 
step depends upon his own ability to decide* 
where he must rely solely upon his. own penetr* 
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B op k tion to discern the dangers to which lie ia 
v - - ? exposed, and upon hisown wisdom in providing 
against them. In consequence of this, he feela 
the knowledge which he possesses, and the efforts 
which he makes, and either in deliberation or 
action rests on himself alone. 
Political t&* As the talents of individuals are exercised and 
improved by such exertions, much political wis- 
dom is said to be displayed in conducting the 
■ affairs of their small communities. The council 

of old men in an American tribe, deliberating 
upon its interests, and determining with respect 
to peace or war, has been compared to the senate 
in rtiore polished republics. The proceedings df 
the former, we are told, are often no less formal 
and sagacious than those of the latter. Great 
political wisdom ia exhibited in pondering tho 
various measures proposed, and in balancing 
their probable advantages against the evils 01 
which they may be 'productive.. Much address; 
and eloquence are employed by the leaders, wha 
aspire at acquiring &uch confidence with their 
Countrymen, as to have an ascendant in those 
assemblies.* But, among savage tribes, the field 
for displaying political talents cannot be exten- 
sive. Where the idea of private property is in- 
complete, and no criminal jurisdiction is estab- 
lished, *there is hardly any function ot internal 

* Charley. N.Fr. iii. a% ete> 
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government to exercise. Where there is no book 
tommerce, tod scarcely any intercourse among 
separate tribes; where enmity is implacable, and 
hostilities are carried on almost without intein 
mission ; tljere will be few points of public 
concern to adjust with their neighbours ; and 
that department of their affairs which may bede- 
nominated foreign, cannot be so intricate as to 
require much refined policy in conducting it* 
Where individuals are so thoughtless and impro- 
vident as seldom to take effectual precautions* 
for self-preservation, it js vaah .-to expect that 
public measures and deliberations will be regu- 
lated by the contemplation of remote events. 
It is the genius of savages to^oot from the impulse 
of present passion. They have neither foresight 
nor temper to form complicated arrangement* 
with respect to their future conducts The con- 
sultations of the Americans, indeed, are so fre^ 
quent, and their negotiations are so many* 
and so long protracted, as to give their proceed- 
ings an extraordinary aspect of wisdom. But 
this is not owing so much to the depth of their 
schemes, as to the coldness and phlegm of their 
temper, which render them slow, in determining/f- 
If we except the celebrated league, that united 
the Five Nations in Canada into a federal re- 

* See NOTE LXVI. 

* Charlev. N.,Fr. ii*. Sjh^ 
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public, which shall be. considered in its prope?. 
place, we can discern few such traces of political 
wisdom among the rude American tribes, as dis-* 
cover any great degree of foresight or extent of 
intellectual abilities. Even among them, we 
shall find public measures more frequently di-» 
rected by the impetuous ferocity of their youth, 
than regulated by the experience and wfedom of 
their old men. 
pegwfi of As the cqndition of man in the savage state ia 
unfavorable to the progress of the understand^ 
ing, it has a tejidency, likewise, in some res-< 
pects, to check the exercise of affection, and to 
render the heart . contracted. The strongest 
feeling in the mind of a savage is a sense of lik 
pwn independence.. He: has sacrificed so small 
a portion of his natural liberty by besoming a 
member of Society, that he remains, in a great 
degree, the sole master of his own actions.* He 
dften takes his resolutions alone, without con-* 
suiting, or feeling any connection with the 
persons around him. In many of his operations, 
he stands as much deiached from the rest of his 
species, as if he had formed no union with 
them. Conscious how little he depends upon 
other men, he is apt to view them with a care- 
less indifference. Even the force of his mind 
Contributes tp increase this unconcern, and a^ 

* Jernandes Mission, de Jos GHiquit. 33. 
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he looks not beyond himself in deliberating book 
with respect to the part which he should act, % # »* ' 
his solicitude about the consequences of it sel- 
dom extends farther. He pursues his own 
career, and indulges his own fancy, without 
inquiring or regarding whether what he does be 
agreeable or offensive to others, whether they 
may derive benefit or receive hurt from it. 
Hence the ungovernable caprice of savages, •' • 

their impatience under any species of restraint, 
their inability to suppress or moderate any in- 
clination, tjxe scorn or neglect with which they 
receive advice, their high estimation of them- 
selves, and their contempt of other men. Among 
them, the pride of independence produces 
almost the saipe effects with interestedness in a 
piore advanced state of society ; it refers every 
ihing to a man; himself,, it leads ;him to be in- 
different about the manner in which his actions 
jnay affeqt other men, and renders the gratifi^ 
cation of his own wishes the measure and end 

Of COndlJpfc,:; . 

To the same cause may be imputed theHardncMof 
hardness of heart and insensibility, remarkable 
in all, savage nations. Their minds, roused 
only by strong emotions, are little susceptible , 

of gentle, delicate, or tender affections * Theijr 
union is so incomplete, that each individual 

* Cbarl^y. N. Fr. i«. 5oq< 
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book acts as if he retained all his natural lights entire 
>■ *-' and undiminished. If a favor is conferred 
upon him, or any beneficial service is performed 
on his account, he receives it with much saiis-> 
faction, because i* contributes tbfois enjpytnent; 
but this sentiment extends not beyond himself* 
it excites no sense of obligation, he neither feels 
gratitude, nor thinks of making any return.* 
Even amoftg persons the most closely connect- 
ed, the exchange of those good offices which 
strengthen attachment, itiollify the heart, and 
sweeten the intercourse of life* fe ndt frequent: 
The high ideas of independence among the-Ame** 
Ticans nourish a sullen reserve, which keeps 
them at a distance from each other. The neatest 
jrelations ate mutually afraid to make any 
demand, ot to solicit any service,* lest itshoulct 
be considered by the other as ittiposkig a bar-*- 
den, or laying a restraint upon his will. * ■'■> 
lasensiVi- I have already rfeitiariL^dthe inftttefilc^ of thia 

tJ * J hard unfeeling temper upon domestic life, with 
respect to the connection between hd&barid and 
wife, as well as that between parents and* chil- 
dren. Its effects are no less conspicuous, in 
the performance of those mutual offices often*- 
derness which { the infirmities of our n£ttt*fc 
'frequently exaGt. Among some tribes, when 

* Oviedo Hist. lib. xvi. c. 2. Sec NOTE LXVEL 
t De la Potherie, iii. 28. 
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any of then: number are Seized with any violent book 
disease, they are generally abandoned by all 
around them, who, careless of their, recovery, 
fly in the utmost consternation from the sup- 
posed danger of infection.* But even where 
they are riot thus deserted, the cold indiflerenc^ 
with which they are attended can afford them 
little consolation. No look of sympathy, no 
soothing expressions, no officious services, con L 
tribute to alleviate the distress of the sufferers, 
or to make them forget what they endure.f 
Their nearest relations will often refuse to 
submit to the Smallest incon venienty, or to 
part with the least trifle, however- much it may- 
tend to their accommodation or relief4 86 
little is the breast of a savkge susceptible of 
those sentiments which prompt men to thaft 
feeling attention which mitigates the calamities 
t)f human life, that, in some provinces of Ame^ 
rica, the Spaniards have found it necessary to 
enforce the common duties of humanity by 
positive laws, and to oblige husb&nds and N/vivek, 
parents and children, under severe penalties, to 
take cate of 6ach other during their sickness.^ 

* Lettre de P. CaUneo ap. Moratori Christian, i. 3og. 
Tejrtrc, ik 4i[o* Lozano, iqo. Herrera, dec. 4. lify, vtti c. 5* 
dec. 5. lib. iv. c. 2. Falkner*s Descript. of Patagonia, 98. 

t Gumilla, i. Sag. Lozano, 100. 

J Garcia Origen, etc. ob. Herrera, dec. 4. fib. vuL c. 5. 

$ CogulludaHist. de YucatUan, p. 3ao» 
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book The same harshness of temper is still more 
^■>. J ■ . ' conspicuous in their treatment of the animal 
creation. Prior to their intercourse with the 
people of Europe, the North Americans had 
some tame dogs, which accompanied them in 
their hunting excursions, and served them with 
all the ardor and fidelity peculiar to the species. 
jBut, instead of that fond attachment which the 
Jiunter naturally feels towards those useful 
companions of his toils, they requite their 
services . with neglect, seldom feed* and never 
caress them** In other provinces, the Arae-« 
ricans have become acquainted with the domes- 
tic animals of Europe, and avail themselves of 
their service ; but it is universally observed 
•that they always treat them harshly ,f and never 
employ any method, either for breaking or 
managing them, but force and cruelty. In 
every part of the deportment of man in. his 
savage state, whether towards his equal* of the 
imman species, or towards the animals below 
him, we recognise. the same character, and trace 
the operations of a mind intent on its own gra- 
tifications, and regulated by its. own caprice, 
with little attention or sensibility to the senti-^ 
ments and feelings of the beings around him. 
Tftcit*nrity« After explaining how unfavorable th& mc± 

* Cbarlev* N. Fr> iii. 119. 33f. 
\ VUoa Notic. American. 3is* 
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vage state is to the cultivation of the understand- B o o it 

• IV 

ing, and to the improvement of the heart, I >- / ■a' 1 
should. not have thought it necessary to mention 
what may he deemed its lesser defects, if the 
character of nations, as well as of individuals, 
were not often more distinctly marked hy cir- 
cumstances apparently trivial than by those of 
greater moment. A savage, frequently placed 
in situations of danger and distress, depending 
on himself alone, and wrapt up in his own 
thoughts and schemes, is a serious melancholy 
animal. His attention to others is small. The 
range of his own ideas is narrow. Hence that 
taciturnity which is so disgusting to men accus- 
tomed to the open intercourse of social conver- 
sation. When they are not engaged in action, 
the Americans often sit whole days in one 
posture, without opening their lips.* When 
they go forth to war, or to the chase, they 
usually march in a l^ne at some distance from 
one another, and without exchanging a word. 
The same profound silence is .observed when 
they row together in a canoe.f It is only when 
they are animated by intoxicating liquors, or 
roused by the jollity of the festival and dance, 
that they become gay and conversible. 

To the same causes may be imputed the re* Canniqg. 



* Voyage de Bouguer, 10a. 
f Charley, iii. 34o. 
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book fined cunning witk which they form an A fejfcfr* 
cute their schemes. Men, who jare not habi-* 
iuated to a liberal communication of their own 
sentiments and wishes, are apt to be so distrust- 
ful, as to plate little confidence in others, and 
to have recourse to an insidious craft in accom- 
plishing their own purposes. In civilized life, 
those persons, who, by their situations, have 
but a few objects erf pursuit on which theitf 
minds incessantly dwell, are most remarkable 
for low artifice in carrying on their little pro- 
jects. Among savages, whose views are equally 
eonfined, and their attention no less persever- 
ing, those circumstances must operate still 
more powerfully, and gradually accustom them 
to a disingenuous subtlety in all their transact 
tions. The force of this is increased by habits 
which they acquire in carrying on the two 
most interesting operations wherein they are 
engaged. With them war is a system of craft, 
in which they trust for success to stratagem 
toioire than to open fofcee* and have their inven- 
tion continually on the stretch to circumvent 
afctd surprise their enemies. As hunters, it is. 
their Qodnstant object to ensnare, in order that 
they may destroy. Accordingly, art and cun- 
ning h^ve been universally observed as distin- 
guished characteristics of all savages. The people 
of the rude tribes of America are remarkable 
for their artifice and duplicity. Impenetrably 
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Secret in forming their measures, they pursue book 
them with a patient uncjfeviating attention, and ^— *J— * 
there is no refinement of dissimulation which 
they cannQt employ, in order to ensure success* 
The natives of Peru were engaged above thirty 
years, in concerting the plan of th#t insurrecr 
lion which took place under the yic£ royalty of 
the marquis de Villa-Garcia; and though, it was 
communicated to a great number of persons, in . 
all different ranks, no indication of it ever transf 
pired during that long period; no man betrayed 
his trust, or by an unguarded look, or rash 
Word, gave rise to any suspicion of what wa& 
intended.* The dissimulation and, craft of in- 
dividuals is no less remarkable than that of na- 
tions. When set upon deceiving, they wrap 
themselves up so artificially, that it is impost 
sible to penetrate into their intentions, or to de** 
tect their dmgns,f 

But if there be defects or vices peculiar to the ¥um* 
savage staje, there are likewise virtues which it 
inspires, and good qualities, to the exercise of 
which it is friendly. The bonds of society sit* n <* e P* n *- 
so loose upon the members of tfie morfe rude** "**" 
American tribes, that they hardly feel any 
Restraint. Hence the spirit of independence, 
Which is. the pride of a savage, and which h% 

* Voyage de Ulloa, ii. 3og* 

$ Gumitta, u 162. Charley, iii. iog« 
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considers as the unalienable prerogative of iii&fl 
Incapable of Confroul, and disdaining to ac« 
knowledge any superior, his mind, though li^ 
mited in its powers, and erring in many of its 
pursuits, acquires such elevation by the con- 
sciousness of its own freedom, that he acts oil 
some occasions with astonishing force, and per-" 
severance, and dignity- 
Forthaije. As independence nourishes this high spirit 
among savages, the perpetual wars in which 
they are engaged call it forth into action. Such 
long intervals of tranquillity as are frequent in 
polished societies are unknown in the savage 
state- Their enmities, as I have observed, arfc 
implacable and immortal. The valor of the 
young men is never allowed to rust in inaction. 
The hatchet is always in their hand, either for 
attack or defence- Even in their hunting ex*- 
cursions, they must be on their guard against 
surprise from the liostile tribes, by which they 
are surrounded* Accustomed to .continual 
alarms, they grow familiar with danger $ cou*- 
rage becomes an habitual virtue, resulting nah- 
turally from their situation, and strengthened 
by constant exertions. The mode of displaying 
fortitude may not be the same in small andxude 
communities, as in more powerful and civilized 
states. Their system of war, and standard of 
valor, may be formed upon different principles, 
but in no situation does the human mind rise 

more? 
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fecvre superior to the sense of danger, at the book 
^dread of death, than in its mo&t simple and ,un- v " » " ■ ' 
cultivated state. 

Another virtue remarkable ^tfnong savaged, Attachment 
is attachment to the community of which tbey community/ 
are members. Froth the nature of their poli- 
tical tonicm, one might expect this tie to be ex- 
tremely feeble. Bnt there are circumslances 
whdeh render the influence, even of their loose 
imode of association, very powerful. The Ame- 
rican tribes are small ^ oojhbined against their 
neighbours, in prosecution of ancient eniriities$ 
-or in avenging recent injuries, their interests 
and operations are' neither mmierow* n#r com-* 
plex. Thiese are objects, which ihe unculti- 
vated understanding of * a iarvage can compre*^ 
fiend. His heart is capable of forming conftfec- 
lions, which are so little* diffused. He assents 
with warmth* to public measures, dictated by 
passions similaar to those wfekh direct his own 
conduct. Hence the arato* with which indivi- 
duals undertake tbe mes* pierilous service^ 
1\rhen the oomrcranity deems i* necessary^ Henc* 
their fierce and deep-rooted antipathy to th£ 
publifceneinies. Kerrce theifcaeal fire the h<mo* 
of their trirbey and that love of their country, 
Miieh prompts them to brave danger that it 
iway triumph, a&iid to endure the most exquisite 
ivmietit&, without a g?oan> that it may not b$ 
disgraced; 

vol. n. o 
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book Thus, in every situation where a human 
>— ^^— ' being can be placed, even in the most un- 

Satisfaction ° x , . 

^ith their favorable, there are virtues which peculiarly 
^ncon - ^ e j on g to ^, there are affections which it calls 
forth j there is a species of happiness which it 
yields. Nature, with most beneficent intention,- 
conciliates and forms the mind to its condition; 
the ideas and wishes of man exte nd not beyond 
that state of society to which he is .habituated* 
, "What it presents as objects of contemplation or 
enjoyment, fills aild satisfies his mind, and he 
can hardly conceive any other mode of life to 
be pleasant, or even tolerable. The Tartar, ac- 
customed to roam over extensive plains, and to 
subsist on the product of his herds/imprecates 
upon.his enemy, as the greatest of all curses, 
that he may be condemned to reside in one 
place, and to be nourished with the top of a 
weed. The rude Americans, fond of their own 
pursuits, and satisfied with their own lot, are 
equally unable to comprehend the intention or 
utility of the various accommodations, which, 
in more polished society, are deemed essential 
to the comfort of life. Far from complaining 
of their own situation, or viewing that of men 
in a more improved state with admiration or 
envy, they regard themselves as the standard 
of excellency, as beings the best entitled, as well 
^s the most perfectly qualified, to enjoy real 
Jiappiness, UnaccuJgftQmed to any restraint uppjft 
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their will or their actions, they behold with book 
amazement the inequality of rank, and the sub- > w ^ 
ordination which take place in civilized life* 
and consider the voluntary submission of one 
man to another* as a renunciation, no less base 
than unaccountable, of the first distinction of 
humanity* Void of foresight, as well as free 
from care themselves^ and delighted with that 
state of indolent security, they wonder at the 
anxious precautions, the unceasing industry* 
and complicated arrangements of Europeans, in 
guarding against distant evils, or providing for 
future wants ; and ' they often exclaim against 
their preposterous folly, in thus multiplying 
the troubles, and increasing the labor of life.* 
This preference of their own manners is con- 
spicuous on every occasion. Even the names* 
by which the various nations wish to be dis- 
tinguished, are assumed from this idea of their 
own pre-eminence. The appellation which 
the Iroquois give to themselves is, the chief of 
men.f Caraibe > the original name of the fierce 
inhabitants of the Windward Islands, signifies* 
the warlike people.% The Cherokees, from ail 
idea of their, own superiority, call the Euro-: 
peans Nothings or the accursed face, and as-* 

* Chariev. S; Fr. iii. 3c#. Lahdntan, 3. 97. 
f Golden, i. 3. 

t Rochefort, IJist. <}e» Antilles, 455: 
o a 
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jool sfnme to themselves the name of thd beloved 
^9 people* The same principle regulated the no- 
tions of the other Americans conceiving the 
Europeans; fot although, at first, they .Were 
filled with astonishment at their arts^ and with 
dre^d of their power, they soon came to abate 
their estimation of men, whose maxims of life 
were so different frtfm their own. ttenee they 
called them the froth of the sea, men without 
father or mother. They supposed, that either 
they had no country of their own, and therefore 
invaded that Which belonged to others; f or that, 
being destitute ef the nefcessaries of life at home, 
they were obliged to foam over the ocean, 
in order to fob such as were more amply 
provided. 

Men, thus satisfied with their condition, are 
far from any inclination to relinquish their 
own habits, or to adopt those of civilized life. 
The transition i& too violent to J)e suddenly 
made. Even where endeavours have been used 
to wean a savage from his own customsr, and to 
render the accommodations of polished society 
familiar to him ; even when lie has been allowed 
to t&ste of thoie pleasures, and bias been ho- 
nored with those distinctions; \frhich are thS 
chief objects of our desire, he droops and Ian-* 

* Adair, Hist, of Amcr. Indians, p. 3a. 
i Benzon. Hist. Nov* Orbfc, lib. 3. 0. *i, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



JSKfTO^Y QW AMERICA- 22g 

Irishes rander the restraint of la\ys $nd formsy book 
■he seizes the first opportunity pf breaking loose^ ^ - , ' . ' 
ironq. them, and returns N with transport to the 
forest or the wild, where he can enjoy a careless 
and ^uncontrolled freedom.* 

Thus I have finished a laborious delineation 
of the character and manners of the uncivilized , 

tribes scattered over the vast continent of Ame- 
rica. In this, I aspire not at rivalling the greai 
masters, who have painted and adorned savage 
life, either in boldness of design, or in the glow 
and beauty of their coloring. I am satisfied 
with the more humble merit of having per- 
sisted with patient industry, in viewing my 
subject in many various lights, and collecting 
from the most accurate observers such de— 
tachedj and ofteij minute features, as might 
enable me tp exhibit a portrait that resembles 
the original. 

Ifefore I clpse this part of my wpx$:, one ob- General 

. -i • t caution, 

- servatiPn more is necessary, in order to justify with respect 
the conclusions which I Jiave fprmed, pr to quiry. 
prevent the mistakes inta which sucji as examine 
them may fall In contemplating tjie inhabitants 
of a country so widely extended' a* America*, 
great attention should be paid to the diversity 
of cliinaies under which tfyey are placed. The 
influence of this I have pointed put \yiih respect 

* Charley. N. Fr. iiL 3iz. 
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book to several important particulars, which have 
been the object of research; but even where it 
has not been mentioned, it ought not to be over- 
looked. The provinces of America are of suck 
different temperament, that this alone is suffi- 
cient to constitute a distinction between their 
inhabitants. In every part of the earth where 
man exists, the power of climate operates, with 
decisive influence, upon his condition and cha- 
racter. In those countries which approach near 
to the extremes of heat or cold, this influence 
is so conspicuous as to strike every eye. Whe- 
ther we consider man merely as an animal, or 
as being endowed with rational powers which 
fit him for activity and speculation, we shaH 
find that he has uniformly attained the greatest 
perfection of which his nature is capable, in the 
temperate regions of the globe. There his con- 
stitution is most vigorous, his organs most acute, 
find his form most beautiful. There, too, he 
possesses a superior extent of capacity, greater 
fertility of imagination, more enterprising cou- 
rage, and a sensibility of heart which givea 
birth to desires, not only ardent, but perse- 
vering. In this favorite situation he has dis- 
played the utmost efforts of his genius, in liter- 
rature, in policy, in commerce, in war$ and iii 
&11 the arts which improve or embellish life.* 

* Dr. Ferguson's Essay on the Hist, of Civil Societj, part 
iii. c. 1. 
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This powerful operation of climate is felt rook 
most sensibly by rude nations, and producfes* - » ' ■ "» 
greater effects than in societies more improved* 
The talents of eiviKzed men are continually 
exerted in rendering their own condition more 
comfortable; and by their ingenuity and inven- 
tions, they can, in a great measure, supply the 
defects, and guard against the inconveniencies 
of any climate. But the improvident savage is 
affected by evejy circumstance peculiar to his 
situation. He takes no precaution either to 
mitigate or to improve it. Like a plant, or an' 
animal, he is formed by the climate under 
which he is placed^ and feels the full force of* 
its influence. 

In surveying the rude nations of America*,, 
this natural distinction between the inhabitants? 
of the temperate and torrid zones is very re- 
markable. They may, accordingly, be divided? 
into two great classes. The one comprehends- 
all the North Americans, from the river St. Lau^ 
rence to the Gulf of Mexico, together with th© 
people of Chili, and a few small tribes towards 
the extremity of the southern continent. To 
the other belong, all the inhabitants of the is- 
lands, and those settled in the various provinces 
which extejid from the isthmus of Darien al- 
most to the southern confines of Brasit, along 
the east side of the Andes* Ii> the former, 
which comprehends ail the regions of the tern-. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



S5a HISTOKY *)F AM&UXCA. 

book pprate zone th&t in 4#?0?ipa &V$ inHafeited, th©^ 
human specie^ appears manifestly to be more 
perfect. The natives aye more robust, more 
active, inorp intelligent, and moye courageous. 
They possess, in the most eminent de,gree, that 
force of mind, and love of independence, which 
J have pointed out as the chief virtues of man 
in his savage st^te. They have defended their 
liberty with persevering fortitude against the 
Europeans, who subdued the other rud$ nations 
of America with the greatest ease. The natives 
of the temperate zone are the only people in, 
the New World who are indebted for their free^ 
dam to their own valor. The North Ameri- 
cans, though long encompassed by three formi- 
dable European powers, still retain part of their 
Qriginal possessions, and continue to exist ast 
independent nations.. The people of Chili, 
though early invaded, still maintain a gallant 
contest with the Spaniards, and have set bounds 
to their encroachments* whereas, in the 
Yrarme* regions, men $re more feeble in their 
frame, If ss vigorous in the efforts of their mind,, 
of a gentle but dastardly spirit, more enslaved 
by pleasure, and more sunk i* indolence. Ac- 
cordingly, it is in the torrid zone that the Eu- 
ropeans have most completely established their 
donjipion ovet America; the most fertile and 
desirable provinces in it are subjected to their 
y#4$$ a&d if §£ye*ai trihflft there still enjoy in^ 
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impendence, it is either hiewnse they have neve* book 
fceen attacked by an enemy already satiated with > • , : ' > - 
conquest, and possessed o£ larger territories tliaa 
he* was able to occupy, or because they have 
been saved from oppression* by their remote 
and inaccessible situation. 

Conspicuous as this distinction may appear 
between the inhabitants of those different regions, 
it is not, however, universal. Moral and political 
causes, as I have formerly observed, affect the 
disposition and character of individuals, as well 
as nations, still more powerfully than the in- 
fluence of climate. There are, accordingly, some 
tribes, in various parte of the torrid zone, pos- 
sessed of courage, high spririt, and the love of in- 
dependence, in a degree hardly inferior to the 
natives of .more temperate climates, We are too 
little acquainted with the history of those people, 
to be able to traee the several circumstances in 
their progress and condition, to which they are 
indebted for this remarkable pre-eminence. The 
fact, nevertheless, is certain. As early as the 
first voyage of Columbus, he received infor- 
mation that several of the islands were inhabited 
by the Caribbees, a fierce race of men, nowise re- 
sembling their feeble and timid neighbours. In 
his second expedition to the New World, he 
found this information to be just, and was him^ 
self a witness of their intrepid valor.* The 

*i& of Columbus, c. ty, 48. See NOTE LXVIU. 
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book same character they have maintained invariably* 
in all subsequent contests with the people of 
Europe; 1 *' and, even in our own times, we have 
seen them make a gallant stand in defence of the 
lastterritory which the rapacity of their invader* 
had left in their possession.f Some nations ii* 
BrasU were no less eminent for vigoi? of mind, 
and bravery in war4 The people of the isthmus 
of Darien boldly met the Spaniards in the field, 
and frequently repelled those formidable in— 
vaders.J Other instances might be produced. 
It is not attending to any single cause or prin- 
ciple, how powerful and extensive soever its 
influence may appear, that -we can explain the 
actions, or account for the character of men. 
Even the law of climate, more universal, per- 
haps, in its operation than any that affects the 
human species, cannot be applied, in judging o£ 
their conduct, without many exceptions* 

* Rochefort Hist, des Antilles, 53k 

t See NOTE LXIX. 

J Lery ap. de Bry, iii. 207, etc. * 

J Perrera., dec. 1. l,ib. x. c. i5, etc. dec. 2. passim. 
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*Vv hen Grijalva returned to Cuba, lie found book 
the armament destined to attempt the conquest *_J-^ 
of that rich country which he had discovered, p, e p«J^ 
almost complete. Not only ambition, but ava- \^a% for 
rice, had, urged Velasquez to hasten his piepa- ^ d spiia- 
Nations; and having such a prospect of gratifying 
both, he had advanced considerable sums out 
pf his private fortune towards defraying the 
expence of the expedition. At the same time* 
he exerted his influence as governor, in enga-^ 
ging the most distinguished persons in the , 
colony to undertake the service.* At a time 
when the spirit of the Spanish nation was ad-* 
venturous to excess, a number of soldiers, eager 
$o embark in any daring enterprise,, soon ap-* 

* gee NOTE LXX, 
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b o^o k peared. But it was not so easy to find a person 
qualified to take the command in an expedition^ 
of so much importance ; a*i4 th# character o£ 
Velasquez, who had the right of nomination,, 
greatly increased the difficulty of the choice- 
Though of most aspiring ambition, and not 
destitute of talents for government,,he possessed 
neither such courage, nor such vigor and 
activity of mind, as to undertake in person the 
conduct of the armament which he was pre- 
paring. In this embarrassing situation, he formed 
the chimerical scheme, not only of atchiev- 
ing great exploits by a deputy, but of securing 
to himself the glory of conquests which were 
to be m^de by another. la the execution of 
this plan, he fondly aimed at reconciling con-r 
tradictions* He w*ts solicitous tq choose a conw 
njander of intrepid resolution, and of superior^ 
abilities, because he knew these to fee requisite 
in order to ensure success; but, at the samo- 
time, from tiue jealousy natural to little minds, 
^e wished this perspn to be of a spirit so tarn* 
and obsequious, as to be entirely dependent on 
hi* will. But when he came to apply those 
ideas in forming an opinion concerning the 
several officers who occurred to his thoughts as 
worthy of being entrusted with the cbmmand, 
he soon perceived that it was impossible to find 
such incompatible qualities united in one cha- 
racter. Such as were distinguished for courage 
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eftd talents were too high-spirited to be passive & o o k 
instruments in his hands. Those who appeared ^— ^^ 
teore gentle and tractable, were destitute of ca- 4 
pacity, and unequal td jthe charge. This- augr 
mented his perplexity and his fears. He delibe-* 
rated long, and with much solicitude, and wsri 
itill wavering in his choice, 1?vheri Amador de 
Lares, the royal treasurer in Ctiba, and Andrei 
Duero, his own secretary, the two persons irt 
whom he chiefly confided, were encouraged by 
this irresolution to propose a new candidate, 
and they supported their recommendation with 
auch assiduity and address, tliat no less fatally 
for Velasques* than happily for their country,- 
ft proved successful.* ' 

The man whoih tliey pointed out to him was^He appoints 
Fernando Cortes. He was barn at Medellin, ^m^UxT' 
Small town in Estremadura, in the* year one 
thousand foui? hundred arid eighty-five, and: 
descended from a family of noble blood, but of 
Very moderate fortune. Being originally des- 
tined by his jpatehts to tlie study of law, as the 
most likely fhethbd of bettering his conditioh,' 
he was 3efct eat ly to the university of Salatfrartca, 
Wherfc.he imbibed some tincture of learning. 
But he Was soon disgusted with atl acadertiifcf 
life, which did Hot suit his krdent and tefctles^ 



u > 



*B. Diaz. c. 19. Gomara Cron. c. 7. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. 
iii. c. 1 1 . 
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B o o k genius, and retired to Medellin, where lie gave 
himself up entirely to active sports and martial 
exercises. At this period of life, he was so inw 
petuousj so overbearing, and so dissipated, that 
his father was glad to comply with his inclina-* 
tion, and send him abroad ks an adventurer in 
arms. There were in that age two conspicuous 
theatres, on which such of the Spanish ^youth 
as courted military glory might display theii? 
valor; one in Italy, under the command of the 
Great Captain; the other in the New World; 
tortes preferred the former, but was prevented 
by indisposition from embarking with a rein- 
forcement of troops sent to Naples* Upon thitf 
disappointment he turned his views towards 
America, whither he was allured by the pros- 
pect of the advantages which he might derive 
from the patrdnage of Ovando,* the governor 
of Hispaniola, who was his kinsman. When 
he landed at St. Domingo in one thousand five 
hundred and four, his reception was such as 
equalled his most sanguine hopes, and he was 
employed by the governor in several honorable 
and lucrative stations. These, however, did 
not satisfy his ambition; and in the year one 
thousand five hundred and eleven, he obtained 
permission to accompany Diego Velasquez in 
his expedition to Cuba. In this service he dis^ 
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iinguished himself so much, that, notwiths- 
tanding some violent contests with Velasquez, 
occasioned by trivial fevents, unworthy of re 4 - 
membrance, he was at lieiigth taken into favor, 
and received an ample concession of lands and 
of Indians, the recompense tisually bestowed 
upon adventurers in the New World.* 

Though Cortes had not hitherto acted in high 
command, he had displayed such qualities iii 
several scenes of difficulty and danger, as raised 
■universal expectation, and turned the eyes of 
his countrymen towards him, as one capable of 
performing great things. The turbulence of 
youth, as soon as he found objects and occupa* 
tiotis suited to the ardor of his mind, gradually 
Subsided, and settled iftto a habit of regular in«- 
defatigable activity. The impetuosity of his 
temper, when he catne to act with his equals, 
insensibly abated, by being kept under restraint, 
and mellowed into a cordial soldierly frankness. 
These qualities were accompanied with calm 
prudence in concerting his schemes, with per- 
severing vigor in executing them, and with 
what is peculiar to superior genius, the art of 
gaining the confidence and governing the minds 
of men. To all which were added the inferior 
accomplishments that strike the vulgar, and 
command their respect j a graceful person, a 
i • ' ' • 

: •* Goour* Cren. c. i, a, 3. .. r 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



a4o itisToAY of America. 

B oo x winning aspect, extraordinary addrtess in luartUl 
v— -^~ / exercises, and a constitution of such vigor as 
to be capable of enduring any fetigue. 

As soon as Corles^was mentioned to Velasquez 
by his two confidents, he flattered himself that 
he had at length found what he had hitheirto 
sought ill vdin, a man with talents for command, 
but n^t an object for jealdusy. Neither the 
rank nor the fortune of Cortfes, as he imagined, 
were such that he could aspire at independence* 
He had reason to believe that by his ;own rea- 
diness to bury ancient animosities m;oblivioi* ) 
as well as his liberality in conferring several 
recent favors, he had already gained the good- 
will of Cortes, and hoped^ by this new arid 
unexpected mark of confidence, that ,he might 
attach him for ever to his interest. 
Soon i>e- Cortes, receiving his commission with the 

comes jea- ' ° ' , , ' 

lous oi him. warmest expressions of respect and gratitude* to 
-' the governor, immediately erected his standard 
before his own house, appeared in a. military 
dress, and assumed ail the enftigns of his^ie^f 
dignity* His utmost influence and activity 
Were exerted in persuading mjany of his friend* 
td) engage in the service, and in urging forward 
the preparations for the voyage* All his awn 
funds, together with what money he wuhl raiss 
by modrtgaging his lands and Indiabfl, were 
expended in purchasing military stores and 
provisions, or in supplying tho w<u$t* of aiith 

of 
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of his officers as were unable to equip themselves B °® K 
in a manner suited to their rank.* Inoffensive, >mm lSl ^ ' 
and even laudable as this conduct was, his dis- 
appointed competitors were malicious enough 
to give it a turn to his disadvantage. They re- 
presented him as aiming already, with little 
disguise, at establishing an independent autho- 
rity over his troops, and. endeavouring to secure 
their respect or love by his ostentatious and 
interested liberality. They reminded Velas-* 
quez of his former dissentions with the man in 
whom he now reposed so much confidence, 
and foretold that Gortes would be more apt to 
avail himself of the power, which the governor 
was inconsiderately putting in his hands, to 
avenge past injuries, than to requite recent 
obligations. These insinuations made such im- 
pression upon the suspicious mind of Velasquez, 
that Cortes soon observed some symptoms of a 
growing alienation and distrust in his behaviour, 
and was advised by Lares and Duero, to hasten 
Jbis departure, before these should become so 
confirmed, as to break out with open violence* 
Fully sensible of this danger, he urged forward 
his preparations with such rapidity, that he set 
sail from St. Jago de Cuba on the eighteenth of 
November, Velasquez accompanying him to the 
shore, and taking leave of him with an appear-* 

.♦ See NOTE LXXIk 
VOL. II. R 
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. book ance of perfect fiiendship and confidence, thougK 

* ^— J-— ' he had secretly given it in. charge to some of 

* Cortes's officers, to keep a watchful eye upon 
f every part of their commander's conduct.* 

Endeavoar* Cortes proceeded to Trinidad, a small set-* 

to deprive ■ * • . 

[ him o? his tlement on .the same side of the island, where 

commission. ■••*'% ii i 

he was joined by several adventurers, and re-* 
ceived a supply of provisions and military 
stores, of which his stock was still very in- 
complete. He had hardly left St. Jago, when 
the jealousy which had been working in the 
breast of Velasquez, grew so violent, that it was 
impossible to suppress it. The armament wasf 
no longer under his own eye and direction J 
and he felt, that as his power over it ceased, 
that of Cortes would become more absolute. 
Imagination now aggravated every circumstance, 
ivhich had formerly excited suspicion : the ri~ 
vals of Cortes industriously threw in reflections 
which increased his fears; and with no less art 
than malice they called superstition to their aid, 
employing the predictions of an astrologer in 
order to complete the alarm. All these, by 
their united operation, produced the desired 
effect. Velasquez repented bitterly of his own 
imprudence, in having comihitted a trust of so 
much importance to a person whose fidelity 
appeared so doubtful, and hastily dispatched 

* Gomara Cron. c. 7. B. Diaz, c. 20; 
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instructions to Trinidad, empowering Verdugo, book 
the chief magistrate there, to deprive Cortes of ^-J— ' 
his commission. But Cortes had already made 
such progress in gaining the esteem and con* 
fidence* of his troops, that, finding officers as 
well as soltfiets equally zealous to support his 
authority, . he soothed, or intimidated Verdugo, 
tod was permitted to depart from Trinidad with- 
out molestation. • 

From Trinidad Cortes sailed for the Havana, And to lay 
in order to raise more soldiers, and to complete arrest* ** 
the victualling of his fleet. There several 
persons of distinction entered into the service^ 
and engaged to supply what provisions were 
still wanting; but as it was necessary to allow 
them some time, for performing what they ha4 
promised, Vela»quez, sensible that he ought no 
longer to rely on a man of whom he had so 
openly discovered his distrust, availed himself 
of the interval, which this unavoidable delay 
afforded, in order to make one attempt more to 
wrest the command out of the hands of Cortes; 
He loudly complained of •Verdugo's conduct, 
accusing him .either of childish facility, or of 
manifest treachery, in suffering Cortes to escape 
from 'Trinidad. Anxious ±6 guard against a 
second disappointment, the sent a person of con- 
fidence to the Havana, with peremptory in- 
junctions to Pedro £arba, his lieutenant-go- 
veraox in that colony, instantly to arrest Corte^ 

R 2 
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Cortes de- 
feats his 
schemes, 
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b ojo k to send him prisoner to St. Jago under a strong 
guard, and to countermand the sailing of the 
af moment uixtil he should receive father orders, 
He WJPbte likewise to the principal officers, re- 
quiring them so assist Barba in executing what 
he had given him in charge. But before 'the 
arrival of his messenger, a Franciscan friar of 
St. Jago had secretly conveyed an account of 
this interesting transaction to Bartholomew de 
Olmedo, a monk of the same order, who acted 
as chaplain to the expedition. 

Cortes, forewarned of the danger, had time 
to take precautions for his own safety. His 
first step was to find some pretext for removing 
from the Havana Diego de Ordaz, an officer of 
great merit, but in whom, on account of his 
known attachment to Velasquez, he could not 
confide in this trying and delicate juncture. 
He gave him the command of a vessel, destined 
to take on hoard some provisions in a small 
harbour beyond Cape Antonio, and thus made 
aure of his absence, without seeming to suspect 
his fidelity. When he was gone, Cortes no 
longer concealed the intentions of Velasquez 
from his troops ; and as officers and soldiers were 
equally impatient to set out on an expedition, 
in preparing for which most of them had ex- 
pended all their fortunes, they expressed their 
astonishment and indignation at that illiberal 
jealousy, to which the governor was about to 
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sacrifice, not only the honor of their general*, boor 
hut all their sanguine hopes of glory and wealth, v — tt-* 
With one voice they intreated that he would 
not abandon the important station to which he 
had such a good title. They conjured him not 
to deprive them of afeader whom they followed 
with such well-founded confidence, and offered 
to shed the last drop of their blood in main- 
taining-hishauthority. Cortes was easily mdiiced 
to comply with what he himself so ardently 
desired. He swore that he would never desert 
soldiers who had* given him such a signal proof 
of their attachment, and promised instantly to 
conduct them to. that rich country, which had 
been so long the object of their thoughts and 
wishes. This^ declaration was received with 
transports of military applause, accompanied 
with threats and imprecations against all who* 
should presume to call in question the juris- 
diction of their general, or to obstruct the exe- 
cution of hm designs* 

Every thing was now ready for their de^ mo ^ f 
parture; but though this expedition was fitted hisfo1 ^* - 
out by the united effort of the Spanish power 
in Cuba; though every settlement had contri- 
buted its- quota of men and provisions ; though 
the governor- ha<& Ifeid out considerable sums, 
and each adventurer had exhausted his stock, 
or strained his credit, the poverty of the prepa- 
rations was such as must astonish the present 
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book age, and brae*, indeed, no resemblance to an ar- 
mament destined for the conquest of a great 
empire. The fleet consisted of eleven vessels; 
the largest of a hiqidrefl tons, which was dig- 
nified by the name of admiral; tjhree of seventy 
or eighty tons, and the rest small open barks; 
On board of these were six hundred and se- 
venteen men; of which five hundred and eight 
belonged to the land , service, and a hundred 
and nine were seamen ot artificers. The soldiers 
■wjere divided into eleven companies, according 
to the number of the ships ; to each of which 
Cortes appointed a captain, and committed to 
him the command of the vessel while at sea, 
and of the men when on shore/ As the use of 
fire-arms among the nations of Europe was 
hitherto confined to a few battalions of regularly 
disciplined infantry, only thirteen soldiers were 
armed with muskets, thirty-two were crossbow 
jnen> and the rest bad swords and spears. In- 
stead of the usual defensive armour, which 
must have been cumbersome in a hot climate, 
• the soldiers wore jackets quilted with cotton, 
which experience had taught the Spaniards to 
be a sufficient protection against the weapons of 
the Americans. They had only sixteen horses> 
ten small field-pieces, and four falconets.f 

* See NOTE LXXIIL 

f B.Diaz, c. 19. 
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With this slender and ill-provided train did book 
Cortes set sail, to mate war upon a monarch ^— ^— * 
whose dominions were mor§ extensive than all Feb. 10. 
the kingdoms subject to the Spanish crown, ture from 
As religious enthusiasm always mingled with tt ** 
the spirit of adventure in the New World, and, 
by a combination still more strange, united 
with avarice, in prompting the Spaniards to 
all their enterprises, a large cross was displayed 
in their standards, with this inscription, Let 
us follow the crossy for under this sign we 
shall conquer. 

So powerfully were Cortes and his followers- 
animated with both tjiese passions, that no less 
eager to plunder the opulent country whither 
they were bound, than zealous to propagate 
the Christian faith among its inhabitants,. they 
set out, not with the solicitude natural to men 
going upon dangerous services, but with that 
confidence which arises from security of success^ 
and certainty of the divine protection* 

As Cortes had determined to touch at every Touches at 
place which Grijalva had visited, he steered ume * 
directly towards the island of Cozumel ; therms 
he had the good fortune to redeem Jerome de 
Aguilar, a Spaniard, who had been eight years 
a prisoner among the Indians* This marj w^s 
perfectly acquainted with a dialect of their 
' language, understood through a large extent of 
country, and possessing besides a considerable 
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book share of prudence and sagacity, proved ex~ 
tremely useful as an interpreter. FromCozumel, 
Cortes proceeded to the river of Tabasco, in 
hopes of a reception as friendly as Grijalva 
had met with there, and of finding gold in 
the same abundance; but the disposition of 
the natives, from some unknown cause, was 
totally changed. After repeated endeavours, to 
conciliate their good will, he was constrained 
to have recourse to violence. Though the forces 
of the enemy were numerous, and advanced 
with extraordinary courage, they were routed, 
with great slaughter, in several successive 
actions. The loss which they sustained, and 
still more the astonishment and terror excited 
by the destructive effect of the fire-arms, and 
the dreadful appearance of the horses^ humbled 
their fierce spirits, and induced them to sue fop 
peace. They acknowledged the king of Castile 
as their sovereign, and granted Cortes a supply 
of provisions, with a present of cotton garments* 
some gold, and twenty female slaves * 
Attitm «t Cortes continued his course to the westward, 
uiua. keeping as near the shore as possible,, in order 
to observe the country; but could discover buo 
proper place for landing, until he arrived at 
St. Juan de Ulua.f As he entered this harbour, 

* See NOTE LXX1V. 

t B. Dia*. c. 3i, 36. Gornam Cron. c. 18, a£ Her* 
j*era, dec. a. lib. iv. c. n, etc. 
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a large canoe, full of people, among whom were b pa K 
two who seemed to be persons of distinction, >^i-J-— ' 
approached his ship with signs of peace and 
amity* They came on board without fear or 
distrust, and addressed him in a most respectful 
manner, but in a language altogether unknown 
to Aguilar. Cortes was in the utmost perplexity 
and distress, at an event of which her instantly 
foresaw all the consequences, and already felt 
the hesitation and uncertainty with which he 
should carry on the great schemes which he 
meditated, if, in his transactions with the 
natives, he must depend entirely upon such 
an imperfect, ambiguous, and conjectural mode 
of communication, as the use of signs. But he 
did not remain long in his embarrassing 
situation : a fortunate accident extricated him, 
when his own sagacity could have contributed 
little towards his relief. One of the female 
slaves, whom he had received from the cazique 
of Tabasco, happened to be present at the first 
interview between Cortes and his new guests. 
She perceived his distress, as well as the 
confusion of Aguilar ; and as she perfectly 
Understood the Mexican language, she ex- 
plained what they had said in the Yucatan 
tongue, with which Aguilar was acquainted* 
This woman, known afterwards by the name of 
Donna Marina, and who makes a conspicuous 
figure in the history of the New World, wherq 
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M i^o k great revolutions were brought about by, small 
causes and inconsiderable instruments, was bora 
}n pne of the provinces of the Mexican empire r 
Having been sold as a slave in the early part of 
her life, after a variety of adventures she felj 
into the, hands of the Tabascans, - and had 
resided long enough among them to acquire 
their language, without losing the use of her 
pwn. Though if was both tedious, and trouble- 
some to converse by the intervention of two 
different interpreters, Cortes was so highly 
pleased with having discovered this method of 
carrying on some intercourse with the people 
of a country into which he was^ determined 
to penetrate, that in the transports of his joy 
he considered it as a visible interposition of 
Proyidence in his favor J* 
Iwndstu Jj e now learned, that the two persons whom* 

troopa* , . . 

Jhe had received <on board .of his ship were 
deputies from Teutile and Pilpatpe, two officer^ 
entrusted with ths government oi ihat province, 
jby a great monarch, , whom they called Mon- 
Jezuma; and that they were sent to inquire 
what his injtentipns were in visiting their coas^ 
and to offer him ; vfhaX assistance he migbj 
need, in order to continue his voyage. Corte% 
Struck with the appearance of those people, af 

*B. Diaz, e. Zj 9 38, 39. Gomara CrO^, c. a5, 28* 
perrera ; dec. a. ljb. y. c* 4^ > 
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well us thejtenor of the message, assured them, b o o k 
in respectful terms, that he approached their 
pountry with most friendly sentiments, and 
came to propose matters of great importance 
to the welfare of their prince and his kingdom, 
which he A?rould unfold more fully, in person, 
to the governor and the general. Next morning 
^without waiting for any answer, he landed hi$ 
troops, his horses, and artillery; and having 
chosen proper ground, began to erect huts for 
his men, and to fortify his camp. The natives^ • 
instead of apposing the entrance of those fatal 
guests into their country, assisted them in all 
their operations, with an alacrity of which they 
jhad ere long good reason to repent. 
. Next day Teutile and Pilpatoe entered the His first in- 

' • tcrvtcw 

3panish camp, with a numerous retinue, and with the 
Cortes considering them as the ministers of a exicao8 * 
great monarch, entitled to a degree of attention % 
.very different from that which the Spaniards 
were accustomed to pay to the petty cazi<jue#, 
with whom they had intercourse in the islesi, 
Received them with much formal ceremony. He 
informed them, that he came as ambassador froin 
Don Carles of Austria, king of Castile, the 
greatest monarch of the East, and was intrusted 
with propositions of such moment, that he could 
impart them to none but the emperor Mon^ 
tezuma himself, and therefore required them to 
jconduct him, without loss of time, into the 
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book presence of their master. The Mexican officers 
v ^- ? ^— ^ could not conceal their uneasiness at a request, 
which they knew would be disagreeable, and 
which they foresaw might prove extremely em- 
barrassing to their sovereign, whose mind had 
been filled yrithmany disquieting apprehensions, 
e ver since the former appearance of the Spaniards 
on his coasts. But before they attempted to 
dissuade Cortes from insisting on this demand^ 
they endeavoured to conciliate his good wiH; 
* by entreating him to accept of certain presents^ 
which, as humble slaves of Montezuma, they 
laid at his feet. They were introduced with 
great parade, and consisted of fine cotton cloth, 
of plumes of various colours, and of ornaments 
of gold and silver, to a considerable value -j the 
workmanship of which appeared to be as curious 
as the materials were rich. The display of 
these produced an effect very different from 
what the Mexicans intended. Instead of satis*- 
fying, it increased the avidity of the Spaniards, 
and rendered them so eager and impatient to 
become masters of a country which 'abounded 
with such precious productions, that Cortes 
could hardly Hsten with patience to the argu- 
ments which Pilpatoe and Teutile employed to 
dissuade him from visiting the capital, and in a 
haughty determined tone he insisted on his 
demand, of being admitted to a personal au- 
dience of their sovereign. During this in- 
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V. 



tetvieW, Some painters, in the train of the book 
Mexican chiefs, had been diligently employed ' 
in delineating, upoft white cotton cloths, figures 
of the ships/the horses, the artillery, the soldiers, 
and whatever else attracted their eyes, as sin- 
gular. When Cortes observed this, and was 
informed that these pictures were to be sent to 
Montezuma, in order to convey to him a more 
lively idea of the strange and wonderful objects 
now presented to their view, than any words 
could communicate, he resolved to render the 
representation still more animated and interes-* 
ting, by exhibiting such a spectacle as might 
give both them and their monarch an awful 
impression of the extraordinary prowess of his 
followers, and the irresistible force of their 
•arms. The trumpets, by his order, sounded an 
alarm; the troops, in a moment, formed in order 
of battle, the infantry performed such martial 
exercises as were best suited to display the effect 
of their different weapons; the horse, in various 
evolutions; gave a specimen of their agility and 
strength; the artillery, pointed towards the 
thick woods which surrounded the camp, were 
fired, and made dreadful havoc among the trees* 
The Mexicans looked on with that silent amaze- 
ment which is natural when the mind is 
struck with objects, which are both awful and 
above its comprehension. But, at the explosion 
of the cannon, many of them fled, some fell to 
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book the ground, and all were so much confounded 
v*~J— -< at the sight of men whose power so nearly re* 
sembled that of the gods, that Cortes found it 
difficult to compose and re-assure them. The 
painters had now many new objects on which 
to exercise their art, and they put their fancy 
on the stretch in order to inverit figures and 
symbols to represent the extraordinary things 
which they had seen. 
Negocia- Messengers were immediately .dispatched to 
aT^u^ma. Montezuma with those pictures, and a full ao+ 
count of every thing that had passed since the 
arrival of the Spaniards, and by them Corte* 
sent a present of some European curiosities to 
Montezuma, which, though of no great value, 
he believed would be acceptable on account of 
their novelty. The Mexican monarchs, in order 
to obtain early information of every occurrence 
in all the corners of their extensive empire, had 
introduced a refinement in police, unknown, at 
that time, in Europe. They had couriers posted 
at proper stations along the principal roads ; and 
as these were trained to agility by a regular edur 
cation, and relieved one another at moderate 
distances, they Conveyed intelligence with sur- 
prising rapidity. Though the capital in which 
Montezuma resided was above a hundred and 
eighty miles from St. Juan de Ulua, Cortes'* 
presents were carried thither, and an answer to 
Jus demands was received in few days. The 
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Same officers who had hitherto treated With th£ book 
Spaniards, were employed to deliver this answer; v y * *-. 
but as they knew how repugnant the deter- lSl9- 
mination of their master was to all the scheme* 
and wishes of the Spanish commander, the^ 
Would not venture to make it known until they 
had previously endeavoured to sooth and mollify 
him. For this purpose, they renewed their ne-- His pre- 
gociation, by introducing a train of a hundred ett 
Indians, loaded with presents sent to him by 
Montezuma. The magnificence; of these was 
such as became a great monarch, and far ex*- 
fceeded any idea which the Spaniards had hither- 
to formed of his wealth. They were placed oh 
mats spread on the ground, in such order, aft 
shewed them to the greatest advantage. Cortes • 
and his officers viewed, with admiration, the va- 
rious manufactures of the country, cotton stuffs 
So fine, and of such delicate texture, as to re- 
semble silk; pictures of animals, trees, and other 
natural objects,formed with feathers of different 
colors, disposed and mingled with such skill 
and elegance, as to rival the works of the pencil 
in truth and beauty of imitation. But what 
chiefly attracted their eyes, were two large plates 
of a circular form, one of massive gold represent- 
ing the sun, the other of silver, an emblem of the 
moon.* These were accompanied with bracelets, 

* See NOTE LXXV. _../'. 
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book collars, rings, and other trinkets of gold ; and 
>■■ « * that nothing might be wanting which could give 
the Spaniards a complete idea of what the 
country afforded, with some boxes filled with 
pearls, precious stones, and grains of gold un- 
wrought, as they had been found in the mines 
or rivers. Cortes received all these with an 
appearance of profound veneration for the mo- 
c^ufto narc h hy whom they were bestowed. But when 
•pP roa 5ji the Mexicans, presuming upon this, informed 
him, that their master, though he desired him 
to accept of what he had sent as a token of re- 
gard for that monarch whom Cortes represented, 
would not give his consent that foreign troops 
should approach nearer to his capita], or even 
allow them to continue longer in his dominions, 
the Spanish general declared, in a manner more 
resolute and peremptory than formerly, that he 
must insist on his first demand, as he could not, * 
without dishonor, return to his own country, 
until he was admitted into the presence of the 
prince whom he was appointed to visit in the 
name of his sovereign.; The Mexicans, astonished 
at seeing any man dare to oppose that will, 
which they were accustomed to consider as 
* supreme and irresistible, yet afraid of precipi- 
tating their country into an open rupture with 
such formidable enemies, prevailed with Cortes 
to promise, that he would not move from his 
present camp, until the return of a messenger, 

whom 
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wham they mtt to MontH\um fb* &rihe* fro o it 
in^tf fc«ib*te * <-^X> 

The btmimi with which <Ce*teg *dftew& to Siwltte 
hfc o^iwal proposal, ahottht naturally We^pi^at 
l*ot*gfct *h# ttegttdiatiort betw^etf hirtf and 1 fer- •*" period * 
teztt&a t0 d speedy iswie 1 , 4* k aedttie'd te-Wtte 
the KeaSeaa tooaaareh n<> eh&lce, hut eflfhe* to 
ttteeiw him With fcortfrdeftee aa a friend, of fo 
oppose him openly a* oh ente^y.' The latter waa 
wftart aright have beett expected "fttfm 4 haughty 
prince in possesion of extetasfrref JtoWeir. The 
Meadcatt eftttpfee, a* thia pe*ied, was a€ a piffch 
ctf grander ta Which no Society ever attained 
ifc so abort a period, Though it had sufcfciaf ed, 
according to their oWtt traditiewa, ©**ly a hun- 
ched? and thirty y*aw, ft* dowrinfeft e*teri#ed 
ftoii* «he $fatth to i&e Sofcth Seaj 'WW* ttifktt^ 
ffes itwtehiftg, with f&fc*e 4tt!all ittfteritaptibrt, 
above five fcandted leagues 1 ^dni east to w&rt^ 
and m<#e than twx* hundred frorti north to sotrfhy 
comprehending province* not ihferidi* in feft** 
lity, pojtektton,' kk& optttfehce, *6 ariyiii the 
torrid motte* The people Were c WfcrKke and en** 
terprising, fte atrtWrity of the tttonaixh tin-* 
Bounded:, ottd hia re^efcwesr ^omsidfcraMe* If, 
With the fofefea which might have been and^ 
denly assembled in atteh aft eifcpire, Monte* 

♦ f. $fe*. e. $9. Oettit* Crori. d'37. tterreifr, <fei*. ^ 
life, v.c. 5^6» ) - 

vol. II, a 
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book zutfia had fallen. upon the Spaniards while ert-r 
> * m ' camped on a barren unhealthy coast, unsup-; 
-ported by any aU,y, »ivithput a place ;of retteat, 
and destitute of, provisions, it seems to be iv&- r 
,:. ... m 1 p^ji^le, even with all the advantages of their 
superior discipline^ and arms,, tfeat they could 
}^V£ stood tjie shock, and they must dithef ^ 
l^a^e. perished in such an unequal contest, or 
Ijave abandoned the enterpriser , * v 

character . ( As! the power of Montezujna enabled him to 
narch. m<> " taker tl^ spirited part, his oym dispositions 
vftre such. as seemed naturally rto prompt him* 
to it. Of all the princes #ho had stayed thb. 
/ Mexican sceptre, Jie-nw:as ; the most haijghty,, the 
m$st yiplent, and the most inpatient of con- 
tfouL . : Jiis suhjeets looked up to him .with.awe, 
and: his enemies; with terror, The former he : 
governed, with ^wexaiwipled rigor, but^hey. 
were impi&spp4 with such an opinion of his ca- 
pacity, as commanded their respect 5 and, by 
mapy victories orvqr the latter, he h^4 spread 
far: jthe x dread of his arms, and Jiacl addfid- several , 
considerable provinces to his dominions, But, 
though Jiis talents [i^ight be suited tp the trap?-, 
actions of a state #0, iinperfqctjy polished as the 
Mexican empire^ and sufficient to conduct them 
while in their accustomed course, they were 
altogether inadequate to a conjuncture so ex- 
traordinary, and did not qu#l$y him either to 
judge with the discernment, or to act with.; 
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the : d^cisiohj requisite in suck tj^yiAg^ejrieit^ book 
ge^ce. _ y : , v _ /,_*• 

, Frcpn th$ moment that the. Spani^ds.ap-Hbpe 1 ^' 
peared on his coast, he discovered symptoms of terror 7 *^ 
$Hgidity and embar3£assment*. Instead pf taking ^"^i 
$pch Resolutions as tlfp ^q^9Jousnes^ t of : l^isQwn Iliard8J 
power^, or the .jmpfrgty pflus former v .exploits$ 
migfot have inspired* i\P, 4^Jil>?ratfid with ftn^an- 
xiety apd hesitation ^hicfc ^id^^fSP^peit^S^to- 
tice of lyp meanest xjowj^fls^.TCJ^e Be^l§j$ity;a£id 
digcompQ^uije, of 2y$optef#<m# 'a : n^iijd upon this 
pccasign, as well ^ ,t^e; general djsn^ of his 
subjects, were not owing wholly to the impress 
$ipn vdiicl*, the, -Spaipac^ had in#4& ^JV the 
ftovelty of their appe$ran#e and t^§ tjeyror, pf 
iheir arms. Its^pyigiji n^ay be trace4 ?*B &> a 
Jncp-e remote spuroe., pjljwfre, was a^ opiniop, if 
Ve may believe the earliest and u^^t authentic 
Spanish historji$ns, almost univerj^apiong the 
An^pcans, that soipet dreadfiil , ca^ipity , wa? 
^pending oyer their heads, frpm a rafje of for- 
fnu^ble , invadqrs who should epme. froipr r^- 
^jons toward* the rising sun,, to overrun ; and 
jdesolate their country < *• W|iet^er this disr- 
4}uiet\ng apprehension flqwed from , : the tae~ 
; inpry of some natural calamity wticlj. had ^af- 
flicted that part of the globe, and impressed the* 
mmcis of the Inhabitants, with superstitious fears 
and forebodings, or whether it wa§ $n in^gjfcar 
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ioo& ti*m Incidentally *t*gge6ted by thfe astonishment 
Kmm^^s which the first sight of a new race of men occa- 
**'* sioned* it id impossible to detettnine. But as 
the Mexicans Were more prone to superstition 
than a**y people in the N*w Worid, they were 
tabflEr<fefeply affected by the appeaitoicG of the 
Spaniards, Whom their Credulity instantly re* 
presented as the instrument destinetkto bring 
s*boUt this fetal revolution which th*y dreidfcd. 
tinder tho& cirtttmstancea, it ceased to be in* 
credible that a handfttl of adventurer* should 
alarm tbfe monarch of a great empires, and all 
his subjects * 
<vmumH» Notwithstanding th* influence of %is im* 
'ciaST" pfre&fim, when the messenger arrived from the 
Spanish camp With ari account that tin* leade* 
of th6 kttttilgers, adhering to his original d^ 
mand, refiised to obtey the order enjoining him 
to l&tve flie country, Montezuma assumed soute 
degree of ite&Oliition, And, in a transport of rage 
natural to a fierce prince unaccustomed to meet 
With any opposition to his will, he threatened 
- <6 sacrifice thOse presumptuous men to Hia 
$6d& fiut his doubts and fears quickly re^- 
tttriieid, aftA instead of issuing orders to carry 
his threats info execution, he again galled his 

* Cortes Relatione Seconda, ap. Ramu$. iii, 2#4, a55. 
Hem*a, cfed. 2. lib. ft. c. 1. IB). V. c. ii. lib. Vft'fc. £ 
~^*taara€rott,c. 66.92. i44. . l ' 
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ministers to confer and offer their, advice. 
Feeble and temporising measures will always 
be the result when men assemble to deliberate 
in a situation where they ought to auk The^ 
Mexican counsellors took no effectual measure 
for expelling such troublesome intruders, and 
were satisfied with issuing a more positive in- 
junction, requiring them to leave the country \ 
but this they preposterously accompanied with 1 
a present of such value, as proved fresh inducer 
ment to remain there* 
Meanwhile, the Spaniards were liot without Anxiety m* 

n • • apprehen- 

solicitude or a variety of sentiments, in delir- «onsof &* 

. i . *» -i Spaniards^ 

berating concerning their own future conduct. 
From what they had already seen,* many of 
them formed such extravagant ideas concerning 
the opulence of the country, that despising 
danger or hardships, when they had in view 
treasures which appeared to be inexhaustibly, 
they were eager to attempt the conquest ©tftess, 
estimating the power of the Mexican eippir* by 
its wealth, and enumerating the various proofr 
which had occurred of it* being under a well- 
regulated administration, contended, that it 
would be an act of the wildest frenzy to attack: 
such/ a state with & small body of men* i» want 
of provisions* unconnected with* any aj}y, wad 
already enfeebled by the diseases peculiar to 
the climate, and the loss of several of their num- 
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book ber.* Cortes secfrfetly applauded ike advocate? 
for bold measures, and cherished their roman- 
tic hopes, as such ideas corresponded with his 
own, and favored the execution of the schemes 
which he had' formed. From the time that the 
suspicions of Velasquez broke out with open 
violence in the attempts to deprive him of the 

Scheme* of command, Cortes saw the necessity of dissolv- 
ing a connection which would obstruct and 
embarrass all his operations, and watched for a 
proper opportunity of coming to a final rup- 
ture with him. Having this in view, he had 
labored by every art to secure the esteem and 
affection of his soldiers. With his abilities for 
command, it was easy to gain their esteem ; and 
his followers were quickly satisfied that they 
might rely, with perfect confidence, on the 
conduct and courage of their leader. Nor wa& 
it more difficxjlt to acquire their affection. 
Among adventurers, nearly of the same rant, 
and serving at their own exppnee, the dignity 
of command did not elevate a general above 
mingling with those who acted under him. 
Cortes i availed himself of this freedom of inter- 
course 1 , to insinuate himself into their favor, 
and by hifr affable manners, by well-timed acts 
of liberality to some, by inspiring all with vast 
hopes, and by allowing them to trade privately 

* B. Diaz. c. 4o. 
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with the natives,* he attached the gve«ter : yiat book 
of his soldiers so firmly to himseEj thatfthe^ >- :' ■■ . ' 
allnost J6rgotthat the armament had Wen fitted 
out by the authority, and at the iespehce of 
another. ' , ! \ r/ .r ' 

During those intrigues, Teutile rirrived with P^jjfe 
the pr^aeht from Montezuma, : and, together ^ cin 00 - 
with it, delivered tbecultimate .order of that 
monarch to depart instantly out of his domi- 
nions; and when Cortes, instead ofJcomplying, 
renewed his request of an audience, the Mexir 
can turned from him abruptly, and quitted the 
camp with looks and gestures which strongly 
expressed his surprise and resentment. Next 
morning, none of the natives, who used to fre- \ 
quent the camp in great numbers, in order tp 
barter with the soldiers, and to bring in provi*- 
aions, appeared. All friendly correspondence 
seemed now to be at an end, and it wafc ex*- 
pected every moment that hostilities would 
commence. This, though an event that might 
have been ibreteen, occasioned a sudden com- 
.sternatibn among the Spaniards, which embol- 
dened the adherents of Velasquez not only te 
murmur and cabal against their general, but tQ 
appoint one of their number to remonstrate 
openly against his imprudence in attempting 
the conquest of a mighty empire with such in* 

• \ • • , :< ■ ; ; >, *• 

' *SeeNOTELXXVI; " ~ :r k • - ; 
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9 oo * adaqwte ferae, ftnd to urge the necessity of w* 
turning Jta Cuba, in order to refit tie fleet ami 
augment the army. Diego de Gr>das, one of hi* 
principal officers, whom the malcontents charged 
with this commission, delivered it with a sol~ 
dierly freedom and hluntaesus, assuring Cortea 
that he spoke the sentiments of the whole army. 
fie listened to this remonstrance without an; 
appearance mf emotion, and as he well knew the 
temper and wishea of his soldiers, and foresaw 
hoW they would receive a proposition fatal at 
once to 4II die splendid hopes and schemes, 
which they had heen forming with aoqh com- 
placency, he earned his dissimulation so far aa 
4o seem to relinquish his Own measure* hi com- 
-jdianee with the request of Ordax, and issued 
oorries? that the army should he in readiness 
next day to reimjpark for Cuba, Assaonasthia 
waa known, the disappointed ad venturers ex?-* 
claimed and threatened; the emissaries of Oor r- 
tea, mingling with tbevt, inflamed their rage ; 
the ferment became general; the whole camp, 
was almost in open mutiny, aH demanding with 
eagerness to set their commander, Cortes waa 
not slow in appearing; wfien, with one voice, 
officers and soldiers expressed their astonish- 
ment and incfignatiou at the orders wiucfy* they 
had received. It was unworthy, they cried, of 
the Castilian qourage, to he daunted at the first 
aspect of danger, and infamofp to fiy hrifore ^ny 
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«nemy appeared. For theii; fairt*, the/ mwe *ook 
deteriijined #Ot to relinquish an enterpriser that w^. ■' 
had hitherto been sneceaaful, and which tended 
so wbly *P ffcread the knowledge of true xttfh . 
gion, and to ftdvanoa the glory and interest of 
their fxwntry, Happy under bis command, 
they wpnld follow him wi*b alacrity through 
every danger, w queat of those fct&ements«nft 
treasures which he had ao long held out to their 
view ; hut if he Ghote wther to return to Cuba, 
and taaneiy give op all hia hope* of distinction 
and opujLemce to an envious rival, they would 
io#antly pbooge another general to induct 
the** in that path of glory, wbish he had not 
ppirit to enter, 

partes, dejjghtpd with their ardor, took no 
offewe at the boidoess, with which it was uttered. 
The sentiments were what he hiineclf had in- 
spired, awl the warmth of wpreasion satisfied 
hiw that his followers had imbibed them th<£ 
yoi^ghl y. He -afiected, J*ow#ver, to be surprised ', 
at what he heard, declaring that his order* tt> 
prepare for emhwrking were issued from a pe*- 
fwwim that this was agreeable to his troops ; 
that, from deference to what he had been in*- 
fbrmed wm their inclination, be had sacrificed 
fei? own private opinion, which was firmly bent 
on ps^Wishing itnw^diately & settlement on tb? 
sea-coast, and then on endeavouring to pene-* 
trate jx$Q the istsrip? part qi the eountry ; that 
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book, now he was convinced of his error; and as 

v. ■ 



%bi$. 



he perceived that they were animated with 
the generous spirit which breathed in every true 
Spaniard, he would resume, with fresh ardor, 
his original plan of operation, and doubted not 
to conduct them^ in the career of victory^ to such 
independent fortunes as their valor merited. 
Upon this declaration, shouts of applause tes- 
tified the excess of their joy. The measure 
seemed to be taken with unanimous consent; such 
as secretly condemned it being obliged to join 
in the acclamation's, partly to conceal their dis- 
affection from their general, and partly to avoid 
the imputation of cowardice from their fellow^ 
soldiers.* 
Establishes* Without allowing his men time to cool or 
govern- to reflect, Cortes set about carrying his design 
mm into execution. In order to give a beginning to 

a colony, he assembled the principal persons in 
liis army, and by their suffrage elected a council 
and magistrates in whom the government was to 
be vested. As men naturally transplant the in- 
stitutions 9,nd forms of the mother-country into 
.their new settlements, this was framed upon the 
model of a Spanish corporation. The magistrates 
were distinguished by the same names and en- 
signs of office, and were to exercise a similar 
jurisdiction. All ihe persons chosen were most 

B« Djaz.o. 4o, 4i, 4a. Herrera, dec. 2. Kb, r. c. $ JS 
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ted to\Cortes, and the instrument of 
their election* was framed in the> king's name, 



£fomly devoted to\Cortes, and the instrument of b oo k 



without any mention of their dependence on 
Velasquez. The two principjes of avaride and 
enthusiasm, which prompted the Spaniards to all 
their "enterprises in the New World, seem to 
have concurred in suggesting the name ♦ which 
Cortes bestowed on his infent settlement. He 
called it, The rich town. of the true Cross* 
•Th^ first meeting of the new council was dis? Resigns Ms 

, I n A commission, 

tinguished by a transaction 01 great moment. As 
soon as it assembled, Cortes applied for leave to 
enter j and approaching with many marks of pro^- 
fouiid respect, which added dignity to the tri- 
bunal, and set an example of reverence for 
its authority, he began a loqg harangue, in. 
which, with much art, and in terms extremely 
flattering to persons just entering upon their new 
function, he observed, that as the supreme jurist- 
diction over the colony which they had planted^ 
was now vested in this court, he considered them 
as clothed with the authority, and representing- 
the person of their sovereign ; that accordingly 
he would communicate to them what he deemed 
essential to the public safety, with the same 
dutifuL fidelity asif he were addressinghisroyai 
master; that the security of a colony settled in a 
great empire, whose sovereign had already ^is- 

■ f Yilla ricj} He la vera Qruz^ 
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book covered his hostile intentions, depended upoft 
w. Z— • arms, and the efficacy of these upon the subordi- 
nation and discipline preserved amongthetroop©- 
that his right to command was derived from 
a commission granted by the governor of Cuba; 
and as that had been long since revoked, the 
lawfulness of his jurisdiction might well be 
questioned; that he might be thought to act 
upon a defective, or even a dubious title ; nor 
could they trust an army which might dispute 
the powers of its general, at a juncture when it 
ought implicitly to obey his orders ; that, moved 
by these considerations, he now resigned all his 
authority to them, that they, having both right 
to choose, and power to confer full jurisdiction^ 
might appoint qpe, in the king's name, to com* 
mand the army in its future operations ; and as 
for his own part, such was hjs zeal for the ser-~ 
vice in which they were engaged, that he would 
most cheerfully take up a pike with the same hand 
that laid down the general's truncheon, and con- 
vince his fellow-soldiers, that though accustom* 
ed to command, he had not forgotten how to 
obey. Having finished his discourse, he laid the 
commission from Velasquez upon the table, and 
after kissing his truncheon , delivered it it to the 
chief magistrate,sand withdrew. 
And is eta* Xhe deliberationsof the council werenot long, 
psticero* as Cortes had concerted this important measure 
^i^S; with his confidents, and had prepared the otiher 
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members with great address, for the $»rt Which BO v 0i 
he wished thent to take* His resignation was V ""15JT~' 
accepted j artd *s the uninterrupted tenor of > 
their prosperity under his conduct afforded the , 
most satisfying evidence of hi* abilities for com- 
mand, they, by their unanimous suffrage, elected 
Inmiahief justice of the colony, . and captsifer 
general of its army^aadappointedhiscomwiasion 
to be made out in the king's name, with most 
ample powers, which were to continue in force 
imfil the royaljdeasureshouldbe farther known. 
That this deed might not be deemed the machi- 
nation of a juiito, the council called together 
the troops, and acquainted them With what had 
been resolved. The soldiers, with eager ap- 
plause, ratified the choice which the council had 
faiade; the air resounded with the name of 
Cortes, and all vowed to shed theit blood in Sup- 
port of his authority. 

. Cbrted hacving now brought bis intrigue* to Asserts to 
the desired issue, and shaken off his mortifying wi^viglr. 
dependence on the governor of Cuba, accepted * 
of the commission, which Vested, in him su- 
preme jurisdiction, civil as well as ttulitary, 
tarer the colony, with mapy professions of res- . 
pec t to the council, and gratituSde to the army. 
Together withdbis ttew command, he assumed 
greater dignity, and began to exercise more 
p^Ltenqive powers- JFprmerly he had felt him- 
self to be only the deputy of a subject $,iiow~he 
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Acted as the representative' of ;his sovereign; 
The adherents of Velasquez,, folly aware of 
what would be the effect of this change in ther. 
situation of Cortes, could no longer continue! 
silent and passive spectators of his actions. 
They exclaimed openly against the proceeding* 
of the council as illegal, and against those of 
the ar*ny as mutinous. Cortes;- instantly per^. 
ceiving the necessity of giving a timely check 
to such seditious discpurse ;hy\ softie vigeroa* 
measure, artefcted Ordaz, Escudera^ and Ye-' 
lasquez de Leon, the ringleaders of this faction, 
and sent them prisoners aboard the ileet^ loaded 
With chains. Their dependant^ astonished 1 and 
oveifewed, Remained <fuiet; -and Cortes,: mare 
desirous to reclaim than to punish his prt* 
soners, who^rete officers of great merit, courted 
their friendship with such assiduity and address^ 
that the reconciliation was perfectly cordial j 
and, on the most trying occasions^ neithet their 
connection with the governor of Cuba, nor titer 
memory of the indignity with which they had 
been treated, tempted them, to swerve from an 
inviolable attachment to his interest/ Int fcbi^' 
as well as his other negociations at this critical 
conjuncture, which decided with respect to 'his 
future fame and fortune, Cortes owed much elf 

* B. Diffz/e. 4a, 4£ Gomawi Croft, c. ooy SiV Eeiterafy 
dec* 2. lib; .v. c. 7*.- *--....*,-:". \. j .. ,,; ;.. , 
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his success to the Mexican gcdd, whidh'he.dis- book 
tributed with a liberal hfand both amoftg* his w / ■■* 
friends a&d, his opponents.* 

Cortes, leaving thus, rendered the union be-Hisfriend- 
tween himself and his arpty indissoluble b^byTh^zem* 
engaging it to join him in disclaiming any der* poaUalw ' 
pen den ce on the governor of Cuba, and' in re-, 
peated fcts of disobedience to bis authority ^ 
thought he might noyr venture to quit the 
camp in which he had hitheirto remained, and 
advance into the country* ., To this he was en- 
couraged by an event no, le^a fortunate than. * 
seasonable. Some Indians having approached, 
his camp in a, mysterious manner, werj&intro-' 
duced into his presence. He found that they » 
weresent with a proffer of friendship from .the * 
cazique of Zempoalla, a considerable town at no 
great distance; and * fop^n , thei* answers to .a, 
variety of questions whioh he put to r th6m,; 
according to his usual practice in every ^ in- , 
tprview with the people of the country, :he v ga-* 
thered, that their, master, though suhjeetttothe ; 
Mexican pmpire, was wipa^ielit of ths yoke,j 
ajad filled with such dread and hatred of Mont-* 
tezuma, that nothing could be t more acceptable! 
to him than any prospect of jdelive^ncefixmif 
the oppression under which he groaned. On t 
hearing this, a ray, of light a#4hQpe broke is! 

* B. Diax. c. 44* > v ,-<--,' rs.^O ,\\ j *-- i * 
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b o o £ npdn the Mind of Cotter He setw that tile 
great empire which be intended to attack was 
neither perfectly united, hot* it* sovereign uni~ 
verfcally beloved. He concluded, that the causes 
Of disaffection cotild not be Confined t<) one 1 
prdvincte, bat that in other corners there must 
be malcontents, so weary of Subjection, or so 
derirooa of ebange, as to be ready to follow the 
standard of any proteeto*. Full of those ideas, 
dn which he began to form a scheme, that time, 
and move perfect information concerning the 
state of the country^ enabled him to mature, he 
gave a most gracious reception to the 2?em-* 
poallans, and promised soon to visit their 
cuique** • 
Mtrcfceito In order to perform this promise, ii -Was not 

"""" " nmem&ry to vary th? route which he Bad at-* 
ready fbeed for his thakth. Some ofluiefs, whom 
h# had employed te survey the coast, having 
discovered a village named Quiabislan, ahout 
foity mile* to the northward, which, both on 
at&tltitfef the fertility of the soil, and commo- 
ctiousfteM of 4he harbtotft, itemed to be 1 a mote 
pi%per station for a sdtSement than that ^rhere 
he was eweamped, fortes determined to rdnove 
tfcifher. Zempottlla lay iik his way, where the' 
c#rfquer«itfved him in the mantled tfh&h her 
had Season f& eapee* j Wkh gifUaAd caresses 1 , like 

+ B. Diaz. c. 4i. Gomara Croa. c 2&* 
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ti man solicitous to gain his goodwill, "With ires- fioos; * 

pert approaching almost to adoration, like one ^ - , / ■■■- 
iHrho ldoked up to him as a delivered. From him 
lie learned many particulars wiih respect to the 

character of Montezuma, and the circumstances \ 

which rendered his dominion odious. He was 
a tyrant, as the cazique told him with tears, 
haughty, cruel, and suspicious; who treated his 
own subjects with arrogance, ruined the con- 
quered provinces by excessive exactions, and 
Often tore their sons and daughters from them by 
violence ; the former to be offered as victims to his 
gods; the latter, to be reserved as concubines for 
hitiiself ot favorites. Cortes, in reply to him, 
arfully insinuated, that one great object of the 
Spaniards in visiting a country so remote from 
their own, Was to redress grievances, and to re- 
lieve the oppressed ; and having encouraged him 
to hope for this interposition in due time, he 
fcoiltinued his mafrch to Quiabislant 

The spot which his officers had recommended Mid* a 
as a proper situation, appeared to him to be so ru 
Well chosen, that he immediately marked out 
ground for a town. The houses to be erected 
were only hutsj but these were to be Sur- 
rounded With fortifications, of Sufficient 
strength to resist the assaults of an Indian 
army. As the finishing of those fortifications 
yrb& essential to the eixtistence of k colony y and 
pf no less importance in prosecuting tb«| 

VOI/ H, £ 
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\ o o cb$£gns which the leader and his followers 

meditated, both in order to secure a place q£ 
r<et?eat, and to preserve their communication 

* with the sea, eyery man in the army, officers as 

> Well as soldiers, pi^t his hand to the work, Cortes 

l^iiqself setting them an example of activity and 

perseverance in labor. The Indians of Zem- 

poall^ and Quiahislan lent their aid j and this 

petty station, the parent of so many mighty 

settlements, w^s soon in a rtate of defence/ 

conclude* a While engaged in this necessary work, Cortes 

•ncewith & ~ ^^ severaj interviews with the oaziques of 

J? ^ ca ~ ^pnjpo^llia and Quiabislan j and availing hinwelf 

of t^eir wonder ajid astonishment at the new 

obj?ct£ which they daily beheld) he gradually 

inspired thejji with such spi high opinion of the 

Sp^niftrcU, as beings of a superior order, and 

I iroe^tibls ip. ajros, that, relying .on their 

prptect^n, tl^ey ventured to insist the Mexican 
power, at the very n^me of which they were 
accustomed tp tremble. Soin? of Montezuma's 
officers paving appeared to levy the usual 
tribute, w4 to demand a certain number of 
Ifownw ^ic^ns, ty * n expiation for their guilt 
j# pr^jning t9 hold intercourse witlji thos$ 
*tqp}gen» whpm the emperor had 9onunapde4 
fo les^e bis 4o9iiwpns, ^tefd of preying the 

* $• Bias. e. 45, 4& 4& Ooraam CWn. c Sa, 33. 3f. 
H?F rw f»# 4?P- »• % ▼• f 8, 9. 
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order, the caziques made them prisoners, treated book 
them with great indignity, and, as their super- w^. 
stition was no leas barbarous than that of the 
Mexicans, they prepared to sacrifice them tct 
their gods. From this lost danger thefy were* 
delivered by the interposition o£ Cortes, who? 
manifested the utmost horror at the mention o£ 
such a deed. The two caziques taring now been- 
{rushed to an act of such open rebellion, a» 
left them no hope of safety bu* in attaching 
themselves inviolably to the [Spaniards, they 
aoon completed their union with theiii, by for- 
mally acknowledging themstetves to be Vassals 
«f the same monarch. Their example was 
followed by the Totonaqaest, a fierce people* 
who inhabited the vBoountamoas part of the 
country. They willingly subjected themselves 
to the crown of Castile, and offered to accom- 
pany Cortes, with all their forces, in hb march 
towards Mexico.* 

Cortes had now been above three months injif 1 ** 

sores to pro3 

New Spain; andthough this period had not been «^\*™- 
distinguished by martial exploits, evety moment *» «^ " 
had been employedin operations, which, thoughts* 
less splendid, were more important. By his ad- 
dress in conducting his intrigues with his own 
army, as well as his sagacity in carrying on his 

* B. Diaz. *. 47. Gomara Gn>b. 39, 3& Herrera, dec* 
a. ljjb. v. c. 9, 3tC^ 1L. 
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book negotiations with the natives, he had already laid 
~> the foundations of his future success* But what- 
ever confidence he might place in the plan which 
he had formed, he could not but pe ;cive, that as 
his title to command was derive^ .oxa a doubtful 
authority, he helditby aprecai >us tenure* The 
injuries which Velasquez had received, were 
«uch as wouldnaturally prompt him to apply for 
redress to their common sovereign; and such 
a representation, he foresaw, might be given of 
his conduct, that he had reason to apprehend, 
not only that he might be degraded from his 
present rank, but subjected to punishment. Be- 
fore he began his march, it was necessary to take 
the most effectual precautions against this im- 
pending danger. With this view he persuaded 
the magistrates of the colony at Vera Crux 
to address a letter to the king, the chief object 
of which Was to justify their own conduct in 
establishing a colony independant on the juris-* 
diction of Velasquez. In ordefc to accomplish this 
they endeavoured to detract from his merit, in 
fitting out the two former armaments under 
Cordova and Grijalva, affirming that these had 
been equipped by the adventurers who engaged 
in the expeditions, arid hot by the governor. 
They contended that the sole object ofVelasque* 
was to trade or barter with the natives, not to 
attempt the conquest of New Spain, or to settle 
a colony there. They asserted that Cortes and*, 
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/the officers who served under him had defrayed boo? 
the greater part of the exnence in fitting out the ^— ^— • 

r\ i > t -ill *$l$. 

armament. Un this account, they humbly re- 
quested their sovereign to ratify what they had 
done in his name, and to, confirm Cortes in the 
supreme command by his royal commission. 
That Charles might he induced to grant mom 
readily what they demanded, they give him 
a pompous description of the country which 
they had discovered;, of its riches, the number 
of its inhabitants, their civili^ationand arts ; they 
relate the progress which they had already made 
in annexing some parts of the country situated 
on the sea coast to the crown pf Castile ; and tnen- 
tion the schemes, which they had formed, as well 
as the hopes which they entertained, of reducing 
the whole to subjection,* Cortes himself wrot^ 

* lathis klterit is asserted, that though a considerable 
number of Spaniards have been wounded in their various, 
encounters with the people of Tabasco,. not one of them died,, 
and all had recovered in a very short time. This seems Co* 
confirm what I observe in p. 299, concerning the imperfect 
. tion of the offensive weapons used by the Americans. » In thist 
letter, the human sacrifices ojfered by the Mexicans to their- 
deities are described minutely, and with, great horror \ 
some of the Spaniards, it is said, had been eye- witnesses o£ 
those barbarous rites. To the letter 1 is subjoined a catalogue* 
and description of the presents sent to. the emperor. Thftti 
published by Gomara, Gron. c, 29, seems to have* been* 
copied from it. P. Martyr descries many of the articles* 
*n his treatise De insulis nuper inventis, p. 354, eU\ 
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in a similar strain ; and as he knew that tha 
Spanish court, accustomed to the exaggerated re- 
presentations of every new country by its dis- 
coverers, would give littlecredit to their splendid 
accounts of New Spain, if these were not accom- 
panied with such a specimen of what it contained, 
as would excitefcn high idea of its opulence, he so~ 
licitedhis soldiers to relinquish whatthey might 
-claim as their part of the treasures which had 
hitherto been collected, in order that the whole 
might be sent to the king. Such was tha 
ascendant which he had acquired over their 
minds, and such their own romantic expecta- 
tions of future wealth, that an army of indigent 
and rapacious adventurers was capable of this 
generous effort, and offered to their sovereign 
the richest present that had hitherto been trans-* 
mitted from the New World.* Portocarrera 
and Montejo,the chief magistrates of the colony, 
were appointed to carry this present to Castile, 
.with express orders not to touch at Cuba in their: 
passage thither.f 
A coupi- While a vessel was preparing for their de- 
QQtts* % - parture, an unexpected event occasioned a gene-* 
/rail alarm. Some soldiers and sailors, secretly 
Attached to Velasquer, or intimidated at tho 
* r prospect of the dangers unavoidable in attempt-* 

*' * See NOTE LXXVIL 

t B. XKafe. c. $4. Gomara ikon. c. 4o. : 
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» bis fleet. 



fug to penetrate into the h^AH of a g*eart empire i o o fc 
'trith such unequal fores, formed the design of < v * ^ 
seizing one of the brigantines, afld making their ^ 
escape to Cuba, in order to give the governor 
such intelligence a$migh*enable him tointefceffft 
♦the ship which was to carry the trea&ttre and dh- 
patches to Spain. This conspiracy, thotfgh 
^formed by persons of low rank, was* condwteted 
with profound secrecy; btft at the moment 
t when every thing was ready for execution, the J* 
were betrayed by one of their associates. 

Though the good fortune of Cortes interposed He destroy 
fco seasonably on this occasion, the detection of 
this conspiracy filled his itoild with most dis- 
quieting apprehensions, tfnd prompted him to 
execute a scheme which he had long revolved 
fie perceived that the spirit of disaffection stiR 
lurked among his troops ; that though hitherto 
checked by the uniform success of his scheme^ 
or suppressed by the hand of authori*y y various, 
/ events might dccnr which woirid encourage and 
call it forth. He observed; fhk« mafny of hk 
men, weary of the fatigue of service, ferigfcc? to 
tevisit their settlements itk Cuba j* airfr that upon 
any appearance of extraordinary danger \ or any 
reverse cif fortune, it would be impossible to 
restrain them from *etriming thitfher. Hfe wrii 
sensible that his forces, already too feeble^ couM 
tear nor diminution, and that a very smkH de-* 
lection of his followers would oblige him ta 
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abandon the enterprise- After ruminating aftexfy 
and with much solicitude, upon those particu-* 
lars, he saw no hope of success, but in, cutting 
off all possibility of retreat, and. in reducing his 
men to the necessity of adopting the same reso- 
lution with which he himself was animated, 
either to conquer or to perish. With this view, 
he determined to destrdy his fleet; but as he 
durst not vent\ire tp execute such a bold reso- 
lution by his single authority, he labored to 
bring his soldiers to adopt his ideas with respect 
to the propriety of thjfs measure. His address, 
ip accomplishing this was. not inferior to the 
arduous occasion in which it was employed. 
He persuaded some, that the ships had suffere4 
so much by haviilg been long $t sea, as to b? 
altogether unfit for service ; to. others he pointed 
out what seasonable reinforcement of strength 
tjiey would derive from the junction of aq. 
Jijmdred njieu. now unprofitably employed asf 
sailors; and to aU, he represented the necessity 
of fixing their eyes ajptd wishes upon what wa$ 
bpfore them, without allowing the idea of 4 
retreat once to entear the£r thoughts. With 
universal consent the ships were drawn ashore* 
and after stripping them of their sails, rigging, 
iyon works, and whatever else might be of use, 
they -vi^re broke in pieces. Thus, from an 
effort of magnanimity, to which there is wthing 
g^^elinhistory^fiye hundred men yoj,unt^iJx 
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consented to be shut up in a hostile country, b o^o k 
filled with powerful and unknown nations; and 
.having, precluded every means of escape, left 
themselves without any resource but tjieir own 
valor and peseverance;* 

Nothing now retarded Cortes ; the alacrity of 
his troops and the disposition of his allies were 
equally favorable* All the advantages, however, 
derived from, the latter, though procured by 
much assiduity and address, were well nigh lost 
in a moment, by an indiscreet sally of religious 
zeal, .which, on many occasions, precipitated 
Cortes into actions inconsistent with the pru- 
denpe that distinguishes his character. Though 
hitherto he had neither tj^ne nor opportunity 
to explain to the natives the errors of their own 
superstition, or to instruct them in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith, he commanded his 
soldiers to overturn the altars and to destroy 
the idols in the chief temple of Zempoalla, and 
in 'their place to erect a crucifix and an image 
of the Virgin Mary. The people beheld this 
with astonishment and horror j the priests ex- 
cited them to arms ; but such waMhe authority 
of Co,rtes, and so great the ascendant which the 
Spaniard* had acquired^ that the commotion 



* Relat. di Cortes. Ramus. Hi. 225. B. Diaz. c. 5j } 58. 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. i4. 
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book was appeased without Woodshed, and concord 

N r » ' ■■ / perfectly re-established.* 

Advance* Cortes began his march from Zempoalk on 

couatrr. the sixteenth of August, with fire hundred men > 
fifteen horse, and six field-pieces. The rest of 
his troops, consisting chiefly of such as from age 
or infirmity were least fit for active service, he 
left as a garrison in Villa Rica, under the com- 
mand of Eflcalante, an officer of merit, and 
warmly attached to his interest. The caxique 
of Zempoalla supplied him . with provisions, 
and with two hundred of those Indians called 
Tamemes, whose office, in a country where tame 
animals were unknown, was to carry burdens^ 
and to perform all servile labor. They were a 
great relief to the Spanish soldiers, who hitherto 
had been obliged, not only to carr^ their own 
baggage, but to drag along the artillery by main 
force. He offered likewise a considerable body 
of his troops, but Cortes was satisfied with four 
hoondred ; taking care, however, to chase per- 
sons of such note as might prove hostages for 
the fidelity of their master. Nothing memorable 
happened in his progress, until he arrived on 
the confines of Tlascala. The inhabitants of 
that province, a warlike people, werd implacable 
enemies of the Mexicans, and had been united 

* B. Diaz. c. 4i, 4a. Herreft, cUc. a, Sb* v-c 5, 4. 
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in an ancient alliance with the caziques of b'o o 1 
Zempoalla, Though less civilized than the * - S ' 
subjects of Montezuma, they were advanced in 
improvement for beyond the rude nations of 
America, whose manners we have described. . 
They had made considerable progress in agri- 
culture ; they dwelt in large towns ; they were 
not strangers to some species of commerce; and 
in the imperfect accounts of their institutions 
and laws, transmitted to us by the early Spanish 
•writers, we discern traces both of distributive 
justice and of criminal jurisdiction, in their in- 
terior police. But still, as the degree of their 
civilization was incomplete, and as they de- 
pended for subsistence not on agriculture alone, 
T>ut trusted for it, in a, great measure, to hunting, 
they retained many of the qualities natural to 
men in this state. Like them, they were fierce 
and revengeful ; like them, too, they were high- 
spirited and independent. In consequence of 
the fbrrfier, they were involved in perpetual 
hostilities, and had but a slender and occasional 
intercourse with neighbouring states/ The 
latter inspired therti with stich detestation of 
servitude, that they not only refused to stdop 
to a foreign yoke, and maintained an obstinate 
and successful contest in defence of their liberty 
against the superior power of the Mexican em- 
pire, but they guarded with equal solicitude 
against domestic tyranny j and disdaining to 
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b oj> K acknowledge any master, they lived under th^ 
mil d and limited jurisdiction of a, council elected 
by their several tribes. 
His war Cortes, though hp bad received information 

Sascaians. concerning the martial character of this people* 
flattered himself that his professions of de- 
livering the oppressed from the tyranny qf 
Montezuma, their inveterate enmity to the 
Mexicans, and the example of their ancient 
allies the Zempoallans, might induce the 
Tlascalans to grant bim a friendly reception., 
In order to dispose them to this, four 
Zempopllans of great eminence were sent 
ambassadors, to request, in his name, and ixk 
that of their cazique, that they would permit th& 
Spaniards to pass through the territories of the 
republic in their way to Mexico. But instead 
of the favorable answer which was expected* 
the Tlascalans apjped the ambassadors, and* 
without any regard to their public character, 
made preparations, for sacrificing them to their 
gods. At the sape time, they assembled their 
troops, in order to oppose those unjuxpwn 
invaders, if they should attempt to make their 
passage good by force of arm3. Vaj»iou3.motive£ 
concurred in precipitating the Tlascalans intp 
this resolution. A fierce people, shut up withip 
its own narrow precincts, and little accustomed 
, to any intercourse with foreigners, is apt to 
consider every stranger as an enemy, and is 
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easily excited to arms. They concluded, from b* oo k 
Cortes's proposal erf visiting Montezuma in his. 
capital, that, notwithstanding all his professions, 
he courted the friendship of a monarch whom 
they both hated and feared. The imprudent 
zeal of Cortes in violating the temples in 
Xempoalla, filled the Tlastalans with horror; 
and as they were no less attached to their 
superstition than the other nations of New 
Spain, they were impatient to avenge their 
injured gods, and to acquire the merit of offering 
fip to them, as victims, those impious men who 
had dared to profane their altars; they con- 
temned the small number of the Spaniards, as 
they had not yet measured their [own strength 
^vith that of these new enemies, and had no idea 
of the superiority which they derived from their 
arms and discipline* 

Cortes, after waiting some days, in vain, for Aug.5o. 
the return of his ambassadors, advanced into the it * ccew 9 * 
Tlascalan territories. As the resolutions of people 
who delight in war ate executed with no less 
promptitude thaii they are formed, he found 
troops in the field ready to oppose him. They 
Attacked him with great intrepidity, and, in the 
first encounter, wounded some of the Spaniards, 
and killed two horses ; a loss, in their situation, 
6f great moment, because it was irreparable* 
From this specimen of their courage, Cortes saw 
the necessity of proceeding with caution. His 
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book army marched in close order; he chose th& 
>■ S*> stations, where he halted, with attention, and 
1 ** fortified every camp with extraordinary care* 
During fourteen days he was exposed to almost 
uninterrupted assaults, the Tlascalans advancing 
with numerous armies, and renewing the attack 
in various forms, with a degree of valor and 
perseverance tp which the Spaniards had seen 
nothing parallel in the New World. The Spanish, 
historians describe those successive battles with 
great pomp, and enter into a minute detail 
of particulars, mingling many exaggerated and 
incredible circumstances,* with such as are real 
and marvellous. But no power of words can 
render the recital of a combat interesting, where 
there is no equality of danger ; and when tha 
narrative doses with an account of thousands 
slain on the one side, while pot a single person 
falls oU the Other, the most labored descriptions 
of the previous disposition of the troops, or 
of the various vicissitudes in the engagement, 
qommand no attention, 
vSomesingn- There are some circumstances, however, in 
•uira 2ut this wajv "vrhich we naemprabie, and merit; 
notice, as they throw light upon the character 
both of the people of New Spain, and of their 
conquerors. Though the Tlascalans brought 
into the field such vwrnerqu* armies a$ appeal 1 

* See KQTE UQCW!. 
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sufficient to have overwhelmed the Spaniards, book 
they were ijLever able to make any impression *- » ' ' 
upon their small battalion. Singular as this 
may seem, it is not inexplicable, TheTlascalans, 
though addicted to war, were* like all unpolished 
nations, strangers to military order and dis- 
cipline, and lost in a great measure the 
advantage which they might have derived from 
their numbers, and the impetuosity of their 
^ttaek^ by "their constant solicitude to carry off 
the dead and wounded. This point of honor, 
founded on a sentiment of tenderness natural 
40 the human mind, and strengthened by an- 
xiety to preserve the bodies of their count 
trymen from being devoured by their enemies* 
WW universal among the people of New Spain. 
Attention to this pious office occupied them 
even dming the heat of cpmbat,* broke there 
union, and diminished the force of the im- 
pression which they might have made by a 
joint effort, s 

JJpt only was their superiprity in number pf 
little avail, but the imperfection of their milir 
fery weapons rendered their vaipr in a great 
injure inoffensive- After three battles, and 
jna^y skirmishes and assaults, not pne Spaniard 
was killed in the field. Arrows and spears, 
headed with flint or the bpnes of fishes, stakej 
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V. 



B o^o K hardened in the fire, and wooden swordtf, 
though destructive weapons among naked In-* 
dians, were easily turned aside by the Spanish 
bucklers, and could hardly penetrate the escau- 
piles, or quilted jackets, which the soldiers 
wore. The TlascalanS advanced boldly to the 
Charge, and often fought hand to hand. Many 
of the Spaniards were wounded, though all 
slightly, which cannot be imputed to any Want 
of courage or strength in their enemies, but to 
the defect of the arms with which they assailed 
them. 

Notwithstanding the fuly with which the 
Tlascalans attacked the Spaniards, they sefem to 
have conducted their hostilities with some de-* 
gree of barbarous generosity. They gave the 
•Spaniards Warning of their hostile intentions, 
and as they knew that their invaders wanted 
provisions, and imagined, perhaps, like the other, 
Americans, that they had left their own coun- 
try because it did not afford them subsistence^ 
they sent to their camp a large supply of poul- 
try and maize, desiring them to eat plentifully^ 
because they scorned to attack an enemy en-^ 
feebled by hunger, and it would be an affront 
to their gods to offer them famished victfms, as 
"well as disagreeable to themsdives to feed oi^ 
Such emaciated prey.* 

* JBerrera, dec. a. lib, vi e. 6. Gooaata Croft* c. 4/. 

When 
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When they were taught by the first encduntef Book 
with their new enemies, that it was not eady to v— ^— *** 
execute this threat; when they perceived, in * ^' 
the subsequent engagements, that notwith- 
standing all the efforts of their own valor, of 
.which they had a very high opinion, not one of 
the Spaniards was slain or taken, they began to 
<x>nceive them to be a superior order of beings > 
-against whom human power could not avail. 
In this extremity, they had recourse to theif 
priests, requiring them to reveal the mysterious 
•catises of such extraordinary events, and to cle- 
clare what new means they should employ in 
<*rder to repulse those formidable invaders* 
The priests, after many sacrifices and incanta-* 
tions, delivered this response. That these 
strangers were the offspring of the sun, pro*' 
created by his animating energy in the region* 
of the east; that, by day, while cherished with 
the influence of his parental beams, they were 
invincible; but by night, when his reviving 
heat was withdrawn, their vigor declined and 
faded like the herbs in the field, and they dwin* 
died down into mortal men** Theories less 
plausible have gained credit with more enlight- 
ened nations, and have influenced their con- 
duct. In consequence of this, the Tlascalans, 
with the implicit confidence of men who fancy 

* B. Diafc. c* 66* 

vol. 11, tr 
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book themselves to be under the guidance of Heayeii, 
v -*^— ' acted in contradiction to one of their most es- 

l5lG. 

iablished maxims in war, and ventured to at- 
tack the enemy, with a strong body, in the 
night-time, in hopes of destroying them when 
enfeebled and surprised. But Cortes had greater 
vigilance and discernment than to be deceived 
by the rude stratagems of an Indian army. The 
/sentinels at his out-posts, observing some ex- 
Inordinary movement amojig the Tlascalans, 
gave the alarm. In a moment the troops wer# 
under arms, and sallying out, dispersed the 
party with great slaughter, without allowing it 
to approach the camp. The Tlascalans, con- 
vinced, : by sad experience, that their priests 
had deluded them, and satisfied that they at- 
tempted in vain, either to deceive or to van- 
quish their enemies, their fierceness abated, and 
they began to incline seriously to peace. 
TheTiasca- They were at a loss, however, in what man- 
posed to ner to address the strangers, what idea to form 
ftf their character, and whether to consider them 
as beings of a gentle or of a malevolent nature, 
There were circumstances in their conduct 
•which seemed to favor each opinion. On the 
-one hand', as the Spaniards constantly dismissed 
the prisoners whom they took, not only without 
injmy, but often with presents of European 
toys, and renewed their offers of peace after 
every victory} this lenity amazed people, who, 



peace 
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according to the exterminating system of war book 
known in America, were accustomed to sacri- ^— J^^ 
•fice and devour without mercy all the captives 
taken in battle, and disposed them to entertain 
favorable sentiments of the humanity of their 
-new enemies. But, on the other hand, as Cor- 
tes had seized fifty of their countrymen who 
brought provisions to his camp, and, supposing 
them to be spies, had cut off their hands ; * this 
bloody sjtectacle, added to the terror occasioned 
by the fire-arms and horses, filled them with 
dreadful impressions of the ferocity of their in- 
vaders.f This uncertainty was apparent in the 
mode of addressing the Spaniards. " If," said 
they, " you are divinities of a cruel and savage 
Mature, we present to you five slaves, that yoa 
may drink their blood and eat their flesh. If 
you are mild deities, accept an offering of in- 
cense and variegated plumes. If you are men, 
here is meat, and bread, and fruit to nourish 
you. "$ The peace which both parties now de- 
sired with equal ardor, was soon concluded. 0,^1^0. 
The Tlascalans yielded thertiselves as vassals to 
the ctown of Castile** and engaged to assist Cor- 

* Cortes Relat. Ramus, iii. 228. C. Gomara Cron. c. 48'. 
t See NOTE LXXIX. 

J B. Diaz. c. 70. Gomara Cron. c. 47. Herrera, dec. 2* 
lib. vi. c. 7. 

u a 
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book tes in all his future operations. He took the 
> - . * * ' republic under his protection, and promised to 
defend their persons afid possessions from in- 
jury or violence* 
Advantages This treaty was concluded at a seasonable 
SpiLlaVdt! juncture for the Spaniards. The fatigue of ser- 
vice among a small body of men, surrounded 
by such a multitude of enemies, was incredible. 
Half the army was on duty every night, and 
even they whose turn it was to rest, slept always 
upon their arms, that they might be ready to 
run to their posts on a moment's warning. 
Many of them were wounded, a good number, 
and among these Cortes himself, labored tinder 
the distempers prevalent in hot climates, 
and several had died since they set out from 
Vera Cruz. Notwithstanding the supplies wliicli 
they received from the Tiascalans, they were 
often in want of provisions, and so destitute of 
the necessities most requisite in dangerous 'ser- 
vice, that they had no salve to dress their 
wounds, but what was composed with the fat of 
the Indians whom they had slain * Worn out 
with such intolerable toil and hardships, many 
of the soldiers began to murmur, and, when 
they reflected on the multitude and boldness of 
their enemies, more were ready to despair. It 

• * B. Diaz. c. 62. 65. 
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required the utmost exertion. of Corte^s an-, boo k. 
thority and address to. check this spirit of des- 
pondency in its progress, and to reanimate his. 
followers with their wonted sense of their own 
superiority over the enemies with whom they 
had to contend.* The submission of the Tlas— 
caJans, and their awn triumphant entry into, 
the capital city, where they were received. with 
the reverence paid to beings of a superior order^ 
banished, at once, from the minds of the Spa- 
niards, all memory of past sufferings, dispelled* 
every anxious thought with respect to. their 
future operations, and fully satisfied them that 
there was not now any power in America able, 
to withstand their arms.£ 

Cortes remained twenty days in Tlascala, in-conessoii- 
order to allow his troops a short interval of gain their 
repose after such hard service. During that CQn €nce * 
time, he was employed in transactions and in- 
quiries, of great' moment with, respect to hi» 
future schemes. In his, daily conferences withr 
the Tlascalan chiefs, he received information* 
concerning every particular relative to the st&to 
of the Mexican empire, or to the qualities of it* 
sovereign, which could be of use in regulating 
Jjis conduct, whether, he abound be obliged ft* 



**Cortes Refot. Ramus, iti. 223* B; Diaz, e. 6^. Gomargi 
Cron. c. 5i. 

•fc Gprtes Relat. Ramus., iii. 25o. B. Diaz*, c 72^ 
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book act as a friend or as- an enemy. As he found 
v« / - ' tbat the antipathy of his new allies to the 
Mexican nation was no less implacable than had 
been represented, and perceived what benefit 
he might derive from the aid of such powerful 
confederates, he employed all his powers of in- 
sinuation in order to gain their confidence. 
Nor was any extraordinary exertion of these 
jaecessary. The Tlascalans, with the levity 
of mind natural to unpolished men, were, of 
their own accord, disposed to run from the 
extreme of hatred to that of fondness. Every 
thing in the appearance and conduct of their 
guests, was to them matter of wonder.* They 
gazed with admiratiQn at whatever the Spa- 
niards did, and fancying them to be of heavenly 
origin, were eager not only to comply with their 
demands, but to anticipate their wishes. They 
ofiered, accordingly, to accompany Cortes in 
his march to Mexico, with all the forces of the 
itepublic, under the command of their most ex- 
perienced captains, 
which iw Bat, after bestowing so much pains on cement- 
lost by his, jng this union, all the beneficial fruits of it were 
on the point of being lost, by a new effusion 
of that intemperate religious zeal with whidr 
Cortes was animated, no less than the other ad- 
venturers of the age. They all considered them- 

i * See NOTE- LXXX. • 
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selves asi instruments employed by Heaven to book. 
propagate the Christian faith, and the less they v^^-1— ' 
Were qualified, either by their knowledge or 
morals, for such a function, they were more 
eager to discharge it. The profound veneration 
of the Tlascalans for the Spaniards, having en- 
couraged Cortes to explain to some of their 
chiefs the doctrines of the Christian religion, 
and to insist that they should abandon their own 
superstitions, and embrace the faith of their new 
friends, they, according to an idea universal 
among barbarous nations, readily acknowledged 
the truth and excellence of what he taught; 
but contended, thatthe Teules of Tlascala were 
divinities no less than the God in whom the 
Spaniards believed ; and as that Being was en- 
titled to the homage of Europeans, so they were 
bound to revere the same powers which their 
ancestors had worshipped. Cortes continued, 
nevertheless, ta urge his demand in a tone of 
authority, mingling threats with his arguhldnts, 
until the Tlascalans could bear it ho lbnger, and 
conjured bmi never to mention this agaifl, lest 
the gods should avenge on their heads tlie guilt 
of having listened to such a proposition. Cortes, 
astonished and enraged at their obstinacy, pre- 
pared to execute by force, what he could not ac^ 
complish by persuasion, and was goiagtb over- 
turn their altars, and cast down theiridols with 
the same violent hand as at Zempoalia, if father 
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Bartholomew de Olmedo, chaplain to the expe- 
dition, had not checked his inconsiderate, im- 
petuosity.. He represented the imprudence of 
such an attempt in a large city newly reconciled^ 
and filled with peopleno less superstitious than 
warlike; he declared, that the proceeding at 
Zempoalla had always appeared to him precipi-, 
tate and unjust ; that religion was not to be 
propagated by the sword, or infidels to be con-~ 
verted by violence ; that other weapons were to. 
be employed in this ministry ; patientinstructioix 
must enlighten the understanding, and pious 
example captivate the heart, before rn^n could 
be induced to abandon error, and embrace the 
truth.* Amidst scenes, where a narrow-minded 
bigotry appears in such close union with oppres- 
sion and cruelty, sentiments so liberal and hu-r 
mane sooth the mind with unexpected pleasure j 
and at a time when the rights of conscience were 
little understood in the Christian world, and the 
idea of toleration unknown, one is astonished 
to £nd a Spanish monk of the sixteenth century 
among the ijirst advocates against persecution, 
*nd in behajf of religious: liberty. The remon-f 
strances pf an ecclesiastic, no less respectable for 
wisdom than virtue, had their proper weight 
with Cortes. He left the Tlascalans in the un-r 
disturbed exercise of their owfr rites, requiring 

* $. Diaz. c. 77. p, 54. c. 85. p. 61. 
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only that they should desist from their horrid book 
practice of offering human victims in sacrifice. N — ^ "— ' 

Cortes, as soon as his troops were fit for Advances 
service, resolved to continue his march towards 
Mexico, notwithstanding the earnest dissuasives 
of the Tlascalans, who represented his destruc- 
tion as unavoidable, if he put himself in the , 
power of a prince so faithless and cruel as Mon- 
tezuma. As he was accompanied by six thousand 
Tlascalans, he had now the command of forces 
which resembled a regular army. They directed Oct. i& 
their course towards Cholula; Montezuma, who 
had at length consented to admit the Spaniards 
into his presence, having informed Cortes, that 
he had given orders for his friendly reception 
there. Cholula was & considerable town, and 
though only five leagues distant from Tlascala, 
Ws formerly an independent state, but had been 
lately subjected to the Mexican empire. This 
was considered by all the people of New Spain 
ajs a holy place, the sanctuary and chief seat of 
their gods, to which pilgrims resorted from 
every province, and 3. greater number of human 
victims were offered in its principal temple than 
even in that of Mexico.* Montezuma seems to **" 
have invited the Spaniards thither, either from 
some si^perstitiousi hope that the gods would not 

** * 

* Torquemada Monar. Inch. i. aSi, 1182. ii. 391/ Gomara 
Cron. c. 61. Herrera, dec* a. lib. vii. c. a. 
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suffer this sacred mansion to be defiled, withoxtt 
pouring down their wrath upon those impious, 
strangers, who ventured to insult their power 
in the place of its peculiar residence ; or front 
a belief that he himself might there attempt 
to cut them off with more certain success, 
under the immediate protection of his divi- 
nities. 
Tbesererity ? Cortes had been warned by the Tlascalans, 
dvc there, before he set out on his march, to keep a watch-* 
ful eye over the "Cholulans. He himself, though 
received into the town with much seeming 
respect and cordiality, observed several circum- 
stances in their conduct which excited suspicion- 
Two of the Tlascalans, who were encamped at 
>some distance from the town, as the Cholulana 
refused to admit their ancient enemies within 
its precincts, having found means to enter in dis- 
guise, acquainted Cortes, that they observed the 
women and children of the principal citizena 
retiring in great hurry every night; and; that 
six children had been sacrificed in the chief 
temple, a rite which indicated the execution of 
some warlike enterpriser to be approaching. At 
the same time, Maxima the interpreter received 
information from an Indian woman of distinc- 
tion, whose confidence she had gained, that the 
destruction of her friends was concerted ; that 
. a body of Mexican troofs lay concealed near the: 
town 5 that some-of the streets were barricaded^ 
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imd in others, pits or deep trenches were dug, book 
and slightly covered over, us traps into which ^— J— ^ 
the horses might fall; that stones or jpussive 
weapons were collected on the tops of tne tem^ 
pies, with which to overwhelm the infantry ; 
that the fatal Ifioxxr wa» now at hand, and their 
ruin unavoidable. Cortes-, alarmed at this con- 
curring evidence, secretly aorrested three of the 
chief priests, and extorted from them a confes- 
sion, that confirmed the intelligence which he 
had received. As not a moment was to be lost, 
he instantly resolved to prevent his enemies, 
and to inflict on them sttch dreadful vengeance 
as might strike Montezuma and his subjects with 
terror* For thi& purpose, the Spaniards and 
Zempoallans were drawn up in a large court, 
Which had been allotted for their quarters, near 
the centre of the town ; the Tlascalans had 
orders to advance ; the magistrates, and several 
erf the chief citizens were sent for, under various 
pretexts, and seized. On a signal given, th« 
troops rushed out, and fell tipon the multitude, 
destitute of leaders, and; so mu*ch astonished, 
that the weapon* dropping from their hands, 
they stood motionless, and incapable of defence 
While the Spaniards pressed them in front, the 
Tlascalans attacked them in the rear. The 
Streets were filled with bloodshed and deaths 
The. temples, which afforded a retfeat to the 
priests and some of the leading men,, were set on 
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b oj> K fire, and they perished in the flames. This* 
scene of horror continued two days; during. 
whicIuLthe wretched inhabitants suffered all 
that the destructive rage of the Spaniards, or 
the implacable revenge of their Indian allies, 
could inflict. At length the carnage ceased, 
after the slaughter of six thousand Cholulans, 
without the loss of a single Spaniard. Cortes 
then released the magistrates, and reproaching 
them bitterly for their intended treachery, 
declared, that as justice was now appeased, h& 
forgave the offence, but required them to recal 
the citizens who had fled, and re-establish order 
in the town. Such was the ascendant which the 
Spaniards had acquired over this superstitious 
race of men, and so deeply were they impressed 
with an opinion.of their superior discernment, 
as well as power> that, in obedience to this com- 
mand} the city was in a few days filled again 
with people, who amidst the ruins of their 
sacred buildings, yielded respectful service to 
men, whose hands were stained \&th the blood 
of their relations and fellow-citizens.* 
Oct. 29. From Cholula, Cortes advanced directly to- 

towards wards Mexico, which was only twenty leagues 
exic °* distant., *Xn every pl&ce through, which h« 

* Cortes Relat. Ramus; iii. a3i. B. Diaz. c. 83. Gomara 
Cron. c. 64. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii* a 1, 2. See NOTE, 
£XXXL 4 
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passed, he was received as a person possessed book 
of sufficient power to deliver the empire from y * m ~£~~' 
the oppression under which it groaned; and 
the caziques or governors communicated to 
him all the grievances which they felt under 
the tyrannical government of Montezuma, with 
that unreserved confidence which men naturally # 
repose in superior beings. When Cortes first 
observed the seeds of discontent in the reihote 
provinces of the empire, hope dawned upon 
his mind; but when he now discovered such 
symptoms of alienation from their monarch 
near the seat of government, he concluded 
that the vital parts of the constitution were 
affected, and conceived the most sanguine ex- 
pectations of overturning a state, whose natural 
strength was thus divided and impaired. While 
those reflections encouraged the general to 
persist in his arduos undertaking, the soldiers 
were no less animated by observations more 
obvious to their capacity. In descending from 
the mountains of Chalco, across which the road 
lay, the vast plain of Mexico opened gradually 
to their view. When they first beheld this First view 
prospect, one of the most striking and beautiful 
on the face of the earth ; when they observed 
fertile and cultivated fields, stretching farther 
than the eye could reach; when they saw a 
lake resembling the sea in extent, encompassed 
with large towps, and discovej-eti the capital 
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B oo K c £ty rising upon an island in the middle^ 
v -^ j — ^ adorned with its temples and turrets ; the scene 
so far exceeded their imagination, that some 
Relieved the fanciful descriptions of romance 
were realised, and that its enchanted palaces 
and gilded domes were presented to their sight; 
% others could hardly persuade themselves thai 
this wonderful spectacle was any thing more 
than a dreaiji.* As they advanced, their doubt* 
were removed, but their amazement increased. 
They were now fully satisfied that the country 
was rich beyond any conception which they 
had formed of it, and flattered themselves that 
at length they should obtain an Sample recom-* 
pense for all their services and sufferings. 
Thcirreso- Hitherto they had met with, no enemy to 
Monte- oppose their progress, though several cir-* 
cumstances occurred which led them to suspect 
that some design was formed to surprise and 
cut them off. Many messengers arrived suc^ 
cesaively from Montezuma, permitting them 
one day to advance, requiring . them on the 
next to retire, as his hopes or fears alternately 
prevailed ; and so wonderful was this in- 
fatuation,, which seems to be unaccountable on 
any supposition but that of a superstitious 
dread of the Spaniards, as beings of a superior 
nature, that Cortes was almost at the gates of 

*See NOTELXXXII. 
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th6 capital, before the monarch had determined book 
whether to receive him as a friend, or to oppose >- * * ■ ' 
him as an enemy. But as no sign eft open 
hostility appeared, the Spaniards, without 
regarding the fluctuations of Montezuma's 
sentiments, continued their march along the 
.causeway which led to Mexico through the 
Jake, with great circumspection and the strictest 
discipline, though without .seeming to suspect 
the prince whom they were about to visit. 

When they drew near the city, about a thou- His first in- 
land persons, who appeared to be of distinction, JJjSJX 
came forth to meet them, adorned with plumes, s P attUrd8 ^ 
and clad in maoAles of fine cotton.. Each of 
these, in his order, passed by Cortes, and sa- 
luted him according to the mode deemed most 
respectful and submissive in their country. 
They announced the approach of Montezuma 
himself, and soon after his harbingers came in 
sight. There appeared first two hundred per- 
sons in an uniform dreas, with large plumes of 
feathers, alike in foshion, marching two aiwl 
two, in deep silence, bare-footed, with their 
eyes fixed on the ground. These were followed 
by a company of higher rank, in their moat 
-showy apparel, in the midst of whom was Mon- 
tezuma, in a chair or litter richly ornamented 
With gold, wid feathers of various colors. Four 
of his principal favorites carried him on their 
shoulders, others supported a canopy of curious 
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book workmanship over his head. Before hitfi 
marched three officers with rods of gold ifi 
their ^iand, which they lifted up on high at 
certain intervals, and at that signal all the 
people bowed their heads, and hid their faced, 
as unworthy to look on so great a monarch* 
When he drew near, Cortes dismounted, ad- 
vancing towards him with officious haste, und in 
a respectful posture. At the same time Monte- 
zuma alighted from his chair, and leaning on 
the arms of two of his near relations, approached 
with a slow and stately pace, his attendants co- 
vering the street with cotton cloths, that he 
might not touch the ground. Cortes accosted, 
him with profound reverence, after the Euro- 
pean fashion. He returned the salutation, ac- 
cording to the mode of his country, by touch- 
ing the earth with his hand, and then kissing 
it* The ceremony, the customary expression 
of veneration from inferiors towards those who 
were above them in rank, appeared such amaz- 
ing condescension in a proud monarch, who 
scarcely deigned to consider the rest of man- 
kind as of the same species with himself, that 
all his subjects firmly believed those persons, 
before vfhom he humbled himself in this man- 
ner, to be something more than human. Ac- 
cordingly, as they marched through the crowd, 
the Spaniards frequently, and with much satis*- 
faction, heard themselves denominated Teules, 

or 
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6* divinities. Nothing material passed in this book 
first interview. Montezuma conducted Cortes >i / * 
to the quarters which he had prepared mr his 
reception, and immediately took leave of him, 
with a politeness not unworthy of a court more 
refined. u You are now," says he, " with your 
brothers in your own house; refresh yourselves 
after your fatigue, and be happy until I re-, 
turn."* The place allotted to the Spaniards for 
their lodging was a house built by the father of 
Montezuma. It was surrounded by a stone 
wall, with towers at proper distances, which 
served for defence as well as for ornament, and 
its apartments and courts were so large, as to ac- 
commodate both the Spaniards and their Indian 
allies. The first care of Cortes was to take pre- 
cautions for his security, by planting the ar- 
tillery so as to command the different avenues 
which led to it, by appointing a large division^ 
of his troops to be always on guard, and by 
posting sentinels at proper stations, with in- 
junctions to observe the same vigilant disci- 
pline as if they were within sight of an enemy's 
camp. 

In the evening, Montezuma returned to visit H»«jd«ol 
his guests with the same pomp as in their first ward*.; 
interview, and brought presents of such value> 

* Cortes Relat. ftam. iii. a3a, a35. B. Diaz* c, 83, 88. 
Gomara Cron. c. 64, 65. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vii. c. i r 4, &> * 
yojfc. ii. ' X 
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b o jo K not only to Cortes and to his officers, but evefi 
to the private men, as proved the liberality o£ 
the r^bnarch to be suitable to the opulence of 
his kingdom. A long conference ensued, in 
which Cortes learned what was the opinion of 
Montezuma with respect to the Spaniards. It 
was an established tradition, he told him, among 
the Mexicans, that their ancestors came origi- 
nally from a remote region, and conquered the 
provinces now subject to his dominion; that 
after they were settled there, the great captain 
who conducted this colony returned to his own 
country, promising, that at some future period 
his descendants should visit them, assume the 
government, and reform their constitution and 
laws ; that, from what he had heard and seen of 
Cortes and his followers, he was convinced that 
they were the yery persons whose appearance 
the Mexican traditions and prophecies taught 
them to expect; that accordingly he had re- 
ceived them, not as strangers, but as relations 
of the same blood and parentage, and desired 
that they might consider themselves as masters 
in his dominions, for both himself and his sub- 
ject? should be ready to comply with their will, 
and eyen to prevent their wishes. Cortes made 
a reply- in his usual style, with respect to th^ 
dignity and power of his sovereign, and his in- 
tention in sending him into that country ; art- 
fully endeavpuring so to frame his discourse, 
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that it might coincide as much as possible vntk B ° v ° * 
the idea ;which Montezuma hatd formed con- 
cerning the origin of the Spaniards. * Next 
morning, Cortes and some of his principal at- 
tendants were admitted to a public audience of 
the emperor. The three subsequent days were 
employed in viewing the city ; the appearance 
of which, so far superior in the order of its 
inhabitants to any place the Spaniards had be- 
held in America, and yet so little resembling 
the structure of an European city, filled them 
with surprise and admiration. 

Mexico, or Tenuchtitlan, as it was anciently 
called, by the natiyes, is situated in a large plain, 
environed by mountains of such height, that, 
though within the torrid zone, the temperature 
of its climate is mild and healthful. All the 
moisture which descends from the high grounds 
is collected in several lakes, the two largest of 
which, of about ninety miles / in circuit, com- 
municate with each other. The waters of the 
one are fresh, those of the other brackish. On 
the banks of the latter, and on some small 
islands adjoining to them, the capital of Monte- 
zuma's empire was built. The access to the^ 
city was by artificial causeways or streets 
formed of stones and earth, about thirty feet in* 
breadth. As the waters of the lake during the 
rainy season overflowed the flat country, these 
causeways were of considerable length. That 
x 2 
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book of Tacuba, on the west, extended a mile and a 
v „/.*' half ; that of Tepeaca,* on the north-west, three 
1 ,9 " miles; that of Cuoyacan, towards the south, six 
miles. On th£ east there was no causeway, and 
the city could be approached only by canoes.f 
In each of these causeways were openings at 
proper intervals, through which the waters 
flowed, and over these beams of timber were 
laid, which being covered with earth, the cause- 
way or street had everywhere an uniform ap- 
pearance. As the approaches to the city were 
singular, its construction was remarkable. Not 
only the temples of their gods, but the houses 
belonging to the monarch, and to persons of 
distinction, were of such dimensions, that, 
in comparison with any other buildings which 
had been hitherto discovered in America, they 
might be termed magnificent. The habitation* 
of the common people were mean, resembling 
the huts of other Indians. But they were all 



* I am indebted to M. Clavigero for correcting an error 
of importance in my description of Mexico. From the east, 
where Tezeuco was situated, there was no causeway, as I 
have observed, and yet by some 1 inattention tm my part, or 
on that of the printer, in all the former editions one of the 
causeways was said to lead to Tezeuco. M. Clavigero's 
measurement of the length of these causeways differs some- 
what from that which 1 have adopted from F. Torribio. 
Clavig. ii. p. 72. 

f F. Torribio MS. 
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placed in, a regukr manner, on the banks of the boo k 
.. canals whiclji passed through the city,, in some 
of its di^ric,t^ or .on the sides of the streets 
which intersected .it in, otijier quarters* In se- 
veral places, were large openings, or squares, one 
,of which^Jlfrttecl for the great market, is said 
to jhave fyee*L so spacious,, that forty or fifty 
thouj^n^, g^rsonsu carried on traffic there. In 
,this t Qity, ( the pride of the New World, and thp 
noblest monument of the industry and art of 
man, wfcile unacquainted with the use of iron,, 
and destitute of aid: from, any domestic animal, 
the Spaniards, who almost moderate in their 
. computation reckon >tljat there were at leaat 
sixty thousand inhabitants.* 

But how much soever the novelly of thpae Their (^ 
ebjject$ jnjght amuse oy f ^tonjsfl^the Spaniards, atiou. 
they felt, Jhe utmost solicitude with re^peqt to 
••their, own situation., From a concurrence of 
circnmstai^ces^ no less unexpected than favo- 
urable, to their progress, they, had been, allowed 
to t penenetrate into the } hear.t of a powerful 
kingdom, and were now lodg^d^in its capital, 
without haying once met, with open opposition 
fryp^ i& monarch, The Tlascalanp, however, 

* Cortes Pfelat Ram. iii. aSg. I). Relat.. delfo gra*i 
Ciita cte Mexico, par un Gentelhuoma del Cortese. Rasa* * 
ibid. 3o4. E* Herrera, dec. a. lib. viy c x4, etc; . 
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book Had &trhestly dissuaded them from placing stick 
v—*:—' confidence in Montezuma, as to enter a city of 
such a pecuHat situation as Mexico, ^bere that 
prince would havie them at mercy, shht tip as it 
were in a snare, from Which it Was impossible 
to escape. They assured him that the Mexican 
priests had, in the name of the gods, Counselled 
their sovereign to admit the Spaniards into thfc 
capital, that he might cut them o# there at one 
blow with perfect security * They now per- 
ceived, too plainly; that the apprehensions of 
their allies were not destitute of foundation; 
that, by breaking the bridges placed at certain 
intervals on the cause'ways, or by destroying 
part of the causeways thetti$elve&, their retreat 
would be rendered impracticable, and they 
must remain cfcoped up in the ctfntrte of a hos- 
tile city, sun-bunded by multitudes sufficient tb 
overwhelm them, and without a possibility of 
receiving aid from their allies. Montezuiha 
had, indeed, received them with distinguishes 
inspect But oiight they to teckon upon this 
as real, or to consider it afc feigned? feven if ft 
were sincere, cbuld they promise oh its conti- 
nuance ? Their safety ctepehded tipbn th6 Will 
of a monarch in whpse attachment they had no 
reason to confide; and ah ojrdetf fl&wittg from 

* B. Diaz. c. 8'5, 86. 
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his caprice, or a vford uttered by him in passiorf, B o 6 k. 
might decide irrevocably concerning their fate.* v . ' ■ ^ 
There reflections, so obvious' as to odcur to SoiicitmU 
the meanest soldier, did not escape the vigilant pfeJtyog 
sagacity of their general. Before he set out m<K 
from Cholula, Cortes had received advice from 
Villa Rica,f that Qualpopoca, onfe of the 
Mexican generals on the frontiers, having as- 
sembled an army in order to attack some of thfc 
people whom the Spaniards ha^ encouraged to 
throw off the Mexican yoke, Escalante had 
marched out with part of the garrison t6 
support his allies; that ari engagement had 
ensued, in which, though the Spaniards were 
victorious, Escalante, with seven of his men, 
had been mortally wounded, his horse killed, 
and one Spaniard had been surrounded by 
the enemy and taken alive; that the head 
of this unfortunate captive, after being carried 
in triumph to different cities, in order tQ 
convince the people that their invaders were 
not immortal, had been sent to Mexico4 Cortea; 
though alarmed with this intelligence, as an 
indication of Montezuma's hostile intentions;, 
had continued Jiis march. But as soon aa 
he entered Mexico, he became sensible, tjia»t r 
from ail excess of confidence in the superior 

* B. Diaz. c. g4. 

f Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 235. C. 

$ B.Dias. c. g3, 9*. Herrera, dec. a, lib.vui. c. 1* x 
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book valor and discipline of his troops, as well 
as from the disadvantage of having nothing 
to guide him in an unknown country, but 
the defective intelligence which he had received 
from people with whom his mode of com- 
munication was very imperfect, he had pushedi 
forward into a situation, where it was difficult 
to continue, and from which it was dangerous 
to retire. Disgrace, and perhaps ruin, was the 
certain consequence of attempting the latter. 
The success of his enterprise depended upon 
supporting the high opinion which the people 
of New Spain had formed with respect to the 
irresistible power of his arms. Upon the the first 
symptom of timidity on his part, their ve- 
neration would cease, and Montezuma, whom 
fear alone restrained at present, would let loose 
upon him the whole force of his empire. At 
the same time, he knew that the countenance 
of his own sovereign was to be obtained only 
by a series of victories, and that nothing but the 
merit of extraordinary success could screen his 
conduct from the censure of irregularity. From 
all these considerations, it was necessary to 
maintain his station, and to extricate himself 
out of the difficulties in which one bold step 
had involved him, by venturing upon, another 
still bolder* The situation was trying, but his. 
mind was equal to it ; and after revolving the 
matter with deep attention, he fixed upon a 
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plan.no less extraordinary than daring. He book 
determined to seize Montezuma in his palace, v_ J— • 
and to carry hiiti as a prisoner to the Spanish Resolves to 
quarters. b rom the superstitious veneration ot te 2uma. 
ihe Mexicans for the person of their monarch, 
as well as their implicit submission to his will, 
he hoped, by having Montezuma in his power ? 
to acquire the supreme direction of their affairs j 
or, at least, with such a sacred pledge in his 
hands^he made no doubt of being secure from 
any effort of their violence. 

This he immediately proposed to his officers;. His manner* 
The timid startled at a measure so audacious^ uug Uiis. 
and raised objections. The more intelligent 
and resolute, conscious that it was the only re- 
source in which there appeared any prospect 
of safety, warmly approved of it, and brought 
over their companions so cordially to the same 
opinion, that it was agreed instantly to make 
the attempts At his usual hour of visiting 
Montezuma, Cortes went to the palace accom- 
panied by Alvarado, Sandoval, Lugo, Velasquez 
de Leon, and Davila, five, of his principal offi- 
cers, and as many, trusty aoldiers. Thirty, cho- 
sen men followed, not in, regular order, but 
sauntering it $ome distance, as if they had no 
object but curiosity; small parties were posted 
£t proper intervals, in all the streets leading 
from the Spanish quarters to. the court;*n<jUkx5 
remainder, of his troops, with the Tl^calan al^ 
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book lies, were under arms ready to sally out oil the 
first alarm. Cortes and his attendants were ad— 



1519. 



mitted without suspicion; the Mexicans Retiring; 
as usual, out of respect. He addressed the mo- 
narch in a tone very different from that which 
he had employed in former conferences, re-^ 
proaching him bitterly as the author of the vio- 
lent assault made upon the Spaniards by one of 
his officers, and demanded public reparation for 
the loss which they had sustained by the death 
of some of their companions, as well as for the 
insult offered to the great prince whose servants 
they were. Montezuma, confounded at this 
unexpected accusation, and changing color, 
either from consciousness of guilt, or from 
feeling the indignity with which he was treated, 
asserted his own innocence with great earnest- 
ness, and, as a proof of it, gave orders instantly 
to bring Qualpopoca and his accomplices priso- 
ners td Mexico. Cortes replied, with* seeming 
complaisance, that tf declaration so respectable 
left no doubt remaining in his own mind, but 
that something morer was requisite to satisfy hist 
followers, who would never be convinced that 
Montezuma did hot harbout hostile inten- 
tions against them, unless, as an evidence of 
his confidence and attachment, he removed 
from his own palace, and took up his residence* 
in the Spanish quarters, where he should be* 
Served and honored as became a great monarch*: 
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*Fhe first mention of so strange a proposSY he- b o t o k 
reared Montezuma of speech, and almost of itto- 
lion. At length, 'indignation gave him utte- 
rance, and he haughtily ahswfcred, a That peiS- 
sons of his rank wete not accustomed volun- 
tarily t& give lip themselves as prisoiiers ; and 
Were he mean enough to do so, his subjects 
would not permit sucfr an affront to "be offered 
to their sovereign." Cortes, unwilling to em- 
ploy force, endeavoured alternately to sootfe 
Hhd to ititimidate him'. The altercation became 
warm ; and having continued above three hourd, 
Vel^scftfefc de Leon, . an impetuous aiid gallant 
you^tt^/'ektiaMed with ifhpatlence, "Whf 
Vasfe mere Viftie in V&iti ? fcet us either seizq 
him instaAtf^ or stab him to the hearth The 
th^eatiehi^g voice ^nd 1 fierce gesf ufes with which 
thefce Vbi<d$ Wfcte utteted, struck fifronteziinia. 
"The Sjfttfiiards, 'he was sensible, liad now pro^- 
ceedefr So-ftiF/as left* him no hope that the^ 
\toiif#^cfede. ; flis 6Wn dkiiger was imminent, 
"ihe ^e(^sity'inikk6id&^i l [&6 saw both, arift 
a^bandfonirig himself tb hik fete$ complied with 
their request. J \ ' ~ .. ;• 

: * fifs : Officers frete called. Mfe CdMAunidated M ^^7^ 
to tfc&tfMs resoliitkfo.; ;*niotigh astonished ana '^J*™* 
kfflicfed; they pfesutaedf ndt to quefsUbh the* will 
of their master, but carried him in silent pomp, 
ffl- batted in tears, tb\\f&' Spariislr quarters, 
When xt was known thai tKe strangers ifrere 
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Bon conveying away the emperor,, the people- brofce 
out into the wildest transports of grief and rage, 
threatening the Spaniards with immediate de- 
struction, 4s the punishment justly due to their 
impious audacity. But as soon as Montezuma 
appeared with a seeming gaiety of countenance, 
and waved his hand, the tumult was hushed, 
and upon his declaring it to- be of his own 
choice that he went. to reside for some time 
among his new friends, the multitude, taught to 
revere^ every intimation, of their sovereign's 
pleasure, quietly dispersed.* 
. Thus was a powerful prince seized by a few 
strangers in the midst of his capita], at poonday, 
and carried off as a prisoner without opposition 
or Woodshed. History contains : nojthin^parallel 
to this event, either with, respect to the : teoaerity 
of the attempt, or the success of the execution.; 
and were not all the circumstances of this extras 
ordinary transaction authenticated by the wpsjt 
unquestionable, evidence,, they would appear sq 
wild and extravagant, as . to go far beyQncl $*& 
>puiids of that probability ^yhich must be pre- 
served even in fictitious narrations. 
Bteeve* MontezAJn^ was received, iji the Spanish 
imitro^ot. quarters; with a)l ,t|ie cerenjonious respfpqtwhicJK 
Cortes h#4 grom^sed,. He was. $tte;iide$ by- his 

, *B % JMaz. c.9$ r Gomsn:*Croa.c. SS. Cortes Re^t. Ran* 
'MH Er ^35^ 236., Her*ei% dec. a. lib. viiLc. 2, 3^ 
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own domestics, and served with his usual state. 
His principal officers had* free access tohim y and 
he carried on every function of government as 
t£ he had been at perfect liberty. The Spaniards, 
however, watched him with the scrupulous 
vigilance which was natural in guarding such an 
important prize,* endeavouringatthe same time 
to sooth and reconcile him to his situation, by 
every external demonstration of regaixj and at- 
tachment. But from captive princes the hour of 
humiliation and suffering is never far distant. 
Qualpopoca, his son, and five of the principal Subjected 
officers who served under him, were brought digame*, 
prisoners to the capital, in consequence of the 
orders which Montezuma had issued* The em- Dec. 4. 
peror gave them up to Cortes, that he might 
inquireinto the nature of their crime, and deter- 
mine their punishment. They were formally 
"tripd by a Spanish cpurt-martiai^ and though 
they had acted no other part than what became 
loyal subjects and brave men, in obeying the 
orders of their lawful sovereign, and in opposing 
the invaders of their country, they were con- 
demned to be burpt alive. The execution of 
such atrocious deeds is seldom long suspended. 
The unhappy victims were instantly led forth. 
The pile on which they were laid was composed 
of the weapons collected in the royal magazine 

* See NOTE LXXXI1L 
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for the public defence. An innumerable .muliv* 
tilde of Mexicans beheld, in silent astonishment, 
the double insult offered to the majesty of theip 
empire, an officer of distinction committed to 
the flames by the authority of strangers, for 
having done what he owed in duty to his natural 
sovereign; and the arms provided by the fore^ 
sight of thpir ancestors for avenging public^ 
wrongs, consumed before their eyes. 

But these were not the most shocking dig- 
nities which the Mexicans had to bear. The 
Spaniards, convinced that Qualpopoca would 
not have ventured to attack Escalaijte without, 
orders from his iqaater, were not satisfied with 
inflicting vengeance on the instrument employed 
iji committing that crime, while the author of it 
escaped with impunity. Just before Qualpopoca. 
was led out to suffer/ Cpytes entered the apart— 
ipent of Montezuma, followed by some of his 
officers, and a soldier carrying a pair of fetters ; 
and approaching the monarch with a stern coun-. 
tenance, told him, that as the persons who were> 
now to undergo the punishment which they me- 
rited, had charged him #s the cause of the out- 
rage committed, it wss necessary thatbe likewise 
should make atonement for that guilt; then 
turning away abruptly, without waiting for a 
i^eply, commanded the soldier to dap the fettera 
on his legs. The orders were instantly exe- 
cuted. The disconsolate nj«pnarch ? trained up 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




HISTORY OF AMERICA. 3l<) 

with an idea that his person was sacred and in- 
violable, and considering this profanation of it 
fis the prelude of immediate death, broke out 
into loud lamentations and complaints. His at- 
tendants, speechless with horror, fell at his feet, 
bathing them with their teara ; and bearing up 
the fetters in their hands, endeavoured with of* 
ficious tenderness to lighten their pressure. Nor 
did their grief and despondency abate, until 
Cortes returned from the execution, and with a 
cheerful countenance ordered the fetters to be 
taken off. As Montezuma's spirits had sunk 
with ujnmanly dejection, they now rose into in- 
decent joy; and with an unbecoming transition, 
Jie passed at once from the anguish of despair to 
transports of gratitude and expressions of fond- 
ues* towards his deliverer. 

In those transactions, as represented by the Reasons of 
Spanish historians, we search in vain -for the conduct, 
qualities which distinguish other parts of Cortes's 
conduct. To usurp a jurisdiction which could 
pot belong to a stranger, who assumed no higher 
( character than that of an ambassador from q, 
foreign prince, and, under tolor of it, to inflict 
a capital punishment on men whose conduct en- 
titled them, to esteem, appears an act of bar- 
barous cruelty. To put the monarch of a great 
kingdom in irons, and, after such ignominious 
treatment, suddenly to release him, seems to be 
a display of power no less inconsiderate than 
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book wanton. According to the common relation, 
x /■ ■* no account can be given either of the one action 
or the other, but that Cortes, intoxicated with 
success, and presuming on the ascendant which 
he had acquired over the minds of the Mexicans, 
thought nothing too bold for him to undertake, 
or too dangerous to execute. But, in one 
view, these proceedings, however repugnant to 
justice and humanity, may have flowed front 
that artful policy which regulated every part of 
Cortes's behaviourtowards the Mexicans. They 
had conceived the Spaniards to be -an order of 
beings superior to men. It was of the utmost 
consequence to cherish this illusion, and to keep 
up the veneration which it inspired. Cortes 
wished that shedding the blood of a Spaniard 
should be deemed the most heinous of all crimes $ 
and nothing appeared better calculated to esta- 
blish this opinion, than to condemn the first 
Mexicans, who had ventured to commit it, to' a 
.cruel death, and to oblige their monarch him- 
self to submit to a mortifying indignity, as an 
expiation for being accessary to a deed so atro- 
cious.* 
X 5 10 , The rigor with which Cortes punished the 

^!ch°c£- unhappy persons who first presumed to lay* 
te iUw£ violent hands upon his followers, seems ac- 
cordingly to have made all the impression that 

*SeeWOXELXXXIT. 
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he desired. . The spirit of Montezuma was not book 
only Overawed, but subdued. During six months 
that Cortes remained in Mexico, the monarch 
continued in the, Spanish quarters, with an apr- 
pearance of as entire satisfaction and tranquillity, 
as if he. had resided there, not from constraint, 
but through choice. His ministers and officers 
attended hi«V e& usual. He took \ cognisance of 
all affairs^ every order was issued, in his name. 
The external aspect of government appearing ' 
thq same, jand all its ancient £ arms being scru- 
pulously observed, the people werfc so little 
sensible of any change, that they obeyed the 
mandates c*f their monarch with the same sub-^ 
missive reverence as ever. Such was the dread 
which both Montezuma and hi* subjects. had of 
the Spaniaards, or such the veneration in which 
they held them, that no attempt was made to 
deliver their sovereign from confinement j and 
though Cortes, relying on this ascendant which 
he had acquired over their jnirids, permitted 
hiqi not only to visit his temples, but to make 
hunting excursions beyond the lake, a guard of 
a few Spaniards carried with it such a terror as 
to intimidate the multitude, and secure the 
the captive ihoharch.* N t 

Thus, by the fortiinate temerity of Cortes in 
seizing Montezuma, the Spaniards at once se-< 

* Cortes Relaf* j; a$&. E. B. Diaz, e. 97; 98, 9$, 

VOli. Hi X Y / 4 
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book: cured to themselves More extensive authority 

v • 

v_ 1— / in the Mexican empire than it was possible to 

have acquired in a long course of time by open, 
force; a»d they exercised <nere absolute sway 
in the name of another tEan they could have 
done in their own. The artsof polished nations, 
in subjecting such as a*e less improved, have 
been nearly the sama in every period. The 
system of screening a foreign Usurpation, under 
the sanction ^of authority derived from the 
natural rulers of a 'country, the device of em- 
ploying the magistrates and forms .already 
established as instruments to introduce a new 
dominion, of which we afre apt to boast as 
sublime refinements in policy peculiar to the 
present age, were inventions tof a more early 
period, ■ and had been tried with success iji the 
Westj long before they were practised in the 
East. > 

Use which Cortes availed himself to the utmost of the 
ifit! 8 ^ -• i>oWer which he possessed by being able to act 
in tl^e name of Montezujnsu He sent some Spa- 
niards, whom he judged best qualified for such 
commissions, into different parts of the empire, 
accompanied by persons of distinction, whom 
Montezuma appointed to attend them both as 
guides and protectors. They visited most of 
the provinces, viewed their soil andiproductions,, 
surveyed with particular care the districts which 
yielded gold or silver, pitched, itpon several 
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placet as proper stations for future colonies, book 
and endeavoured to prepare the minds of the v - /' j 
people for submitting to the Spanish ypke. 
While they were thus employed, Goiites, in the 
pame and by the authority of Montezuma, de- 
graded some of the principal officers in the 
empire, whose abilities or independent spirit 
excited his jealousy, and substituted in their 
place persons less capable o% wore obsequipu^ 
One thing still was wanting to complete hip 
security. Jie wished to b#ve such command of 
the lake as might ensure a retreat, if, either 
from levity or disgust, the Mexicans should 
take arms against hinj, and break down the 
fridges or causeways. , This, too, his own ad- 
dress, and tke facility of Montezuma, enabled 
^iim to accomplish. Having frequently enter- 
tained his prisoner with pompous accounts of 
the European marine and art of navigation, he 
awakened his curiosity to. see those moving 
palaces which made their way through the wate^ 
without oars. U$der pretext of gratifying this 
.desire, Cortes persuaded Wtontezuma to appoint 
some of. his subjects tp fetch part of thd naval 
stores which the Spaniards had deposited at 
VeraGruz to Mexico,, and tP employ others in 
cutting down and preparing timber. With their 
assistance, the Spanish carpenters soon comp 
pleted two brigantines, which afforded a frivQr 
Jpu&amuftemejit to the **$narch,_an4 weije coj*- 

y a 
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Book sidered by Cortes as a certain resource, if htf 



v 



loao. 



should be obligee} to retire. 



Montwaina En co u raged by so many instances of the mo* 
fed^him- narch's tame submission to his will, Cortes 
of SpalT** 1 ventured to put it to a proof still more trying* 
He urged Montezuma to acknowledge himself 
a vassal of the king of Castile, to hold his crown, 
of him as superior, and to subject his/iominions 
to the payment of an annual tribute. With, 
this requisition, the last and most humbling 
that can be made to one possessed of sovereign 
authority, Montezuma was so obsequious as to 
comply. He called togethe*- the chief men of 
his empire, and in a solemn haiqpgue, re- 
minding them of the traditions and prophecies 
which led them to expect the arrival of a people 
sprung from the same stock with themselves, 
in order to take possession of the supreme 
power, he declared his belief that the Spaniards 
were this promised race; that therefore he re- 
cognised the right of their monarch to govern 
the Mexican empire; that he would lay his 
crown at his feet, and obey him as a tributary. 
While uttering these words, Montezuma disco- 
vered how deeply he was affected in making 
such a sacrifice. Tears and groans frequently 
interrupted his discourse. Overawed and broken 
as his spirit was, it still retained such a sense 
of dignity, as to feel that pang which pierces 
the heart of princes when constrained to 
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Resign independent power. The first mention b o o k 
of such a resolution struck the assembly dumb 
with astonishment. This waa followed by a 
sullen murmur of sorrow, mingled with indig- 
nation, which indicated some violent eruptioa 
* qf rage to be near at hand. This Cortes foresaw, 

and seasonably interposed to prevent it, byde- 
claring that his master had np intention to de- 
prive Montezuma of the royal dignity, or to 
make any innovation upon the constitution, and 
law& of of the Mexican empire. This assurance, 
added to their dread of the Spanish power, and 
to the authority of their monarch's example, 
extorted a reluctant consent from the assembly.* 
The act of submission and homage was, exe- 
cuted with all the formalities which the Spar 
niardsk were pleased to prescribe.f 

Montezuma, at the desire of Cortes, accomr rhe mtmt 
panied this profession of fealty and homage with ^ f e ^ 
a magnificent present to his new sovereign ; 9 d ^^l 
and, after his example, his subjects, brought 
in very Kberal contributions The Spaniards • 
now collected all the treasure which had been 
either voluntarily bestowed upon them ai' dif- 
ferent times by Montezuma, or had been ex^ 
torted from his people under various pretexts}. 

* SeeN<$TELXXXV. 
. f Cortes Relat. 2S8. D. B. Diaz* a 101. Gomara Cron*. 
€.,92. Hercera ; iec. 2. lib, 1, c.4*. 
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book and having melted the gold and silver, the valt*& 
of these, without including jewels and ornaw 
ments of various kinds, which were preserved on 
account of their curious workmanship,amounte£ 
Division of to six hundred thousand pesos. The soldiers 
discontent it were impatient to have it divided, and Cortes 
occwioned ' complied with their desite. A fifth of the whole 
Was first set apart as the tax due to the king. 
Another fifth was allotted to Cortes, as com- 
mander in chief. The sums advanced by Velas- 
quez, by Cortes, and by some of the officers, 
towards defraying the expence of fitting out the 
armament, were then deducted. The remainder 
Was divided among the army, including the gar- 
rison of Vera Cruz, in proportion to their diffe- 
rent ranks. After so many defalcations, the 
* share of a private man did not exceed a hundred 

pesos. This sum fell so far below their sanguine 
expectations, that some soldiers rejected it with, 
scorn, and others murmured so loudly at this 
cruel disappointment of their hopes, that it re- 
quired all the address of Cortes, and no small 
exertion of his liberality, to appease them. The 
complaints of the army were not altogether 
'destitute of foundations As the crown had con- 
tributed nothing towards the equipment or suc- 
cess of the armament, it was not without regret 
that the soldiers beheld it sweep away «o great a 
proportion of the treasure purchased by their 
blood and toil. What fell to the share of the 
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general appeared, according to the idea? of book 
wealth in the sixteenth century, an enormous ^— ^~* 
sum. Some of Cortes's favorites had secretly 
i appropriated to their own use several ornaments 

of gold, which neither paid the royal fifth, noi? 
were brought into account as part of the coin- 4 
mon stock. It was, however, so manifestly the 
interest of Cortes at this period to make a large 
remittance to the king, that it is highly probablq 
those concealments were not of great conse- 
quence. 

The total sum amassed by the Spaniards bears Reasons 
io proportion to the ideas which might be was found 
formed, either by reflecting on the descriptions small quw, 
given by historians of the ancient splendor of tlties# 
Mexico, or by considering the productions of its 
mines in modern times. But, among the ancient 
Mexicans, gold and silver were not the standards 
by which the worth of other commodities was 
estimated ; and destitute of the artificial value 
derived from this circumstance, were no farther 
in request than as they furnished materials for 
ornaments and trinkets. These were either con- 
secrated to the gods in their temples, or were 
worn as marks of distinction by their princes 
and some of their most eminent chiefs. As the 
consumption of the precious metals was incon- 
siderable, the demand for them was not such a* 
to put either the ingenuity or industry of the 
Mexicans on the stretch, in order to augment 
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book their store. They were altogether unacquainted 
v ^-— ' with the art of working the rich mines with 
which their country abounded. What gold 
they had was gathered in the beds of rivers^ 
native, and ripehed into a pure metallic state.* 
The utmost effort of their labor in search of it 
was to wash the earth carried down by torrents 
from the mountains, and to pick out the grains 
of gold which subsided; and even this simple 
operation, according to the report of the persons 
whom Cortes appointed to survey the provinces 
where there was a prospect of finding mines, 
they performed very unskilfully .f From all 
those causes, the whole mass of gold in possess 
sion of the Mexicans was not great As silver 
is rately found pure, and the Mexican art was 
too rude to conduct the process for refining it 
in a proper manner, the quantity of this metal 
was still less considerable.^: Thus, though the 
Spaniards had exerted all the power which they 
possessed in Mekico, and often with indeGentf 
rapacity, in order to gratify their predominant 
passion, and though Montezuma had fondly 
exhausted his treasures, in hopes of satiating their 
^hirst for gold, the product of both) which prpr 

* Cortes Relat. p. 236. F. B. Diaz. q. io2, loJ, Gomara, 
Cron. c. .90. 

i B. Diaz. c. io3. 

} Herrepa, de<?. a. lib. ix^ c. \ 
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bably included great part of the bullion in the B <* ° K 
empire, did not rise in value above what has v - ^ m ' 
fceen mentioned.* 

But however pliant Montezuma might be in M<Wuma 

- . , . , inflexible 

others matters, with respect to one point he was with respect- 
inflexible. Though Cortes often urged him, *° " l& ° n ' 
with the importunate zeal of a missionary, to 
renounce his false gods, and to embrace the 
Christian faith, he always rejected the proposi- 
tion with horror. Superstition, among the 
Mexicans, was formed into such a regular and 
complete system, that its institutions naturally 
took fast hold of the mind j and while the rude 
tribes in other parts of America were easily in- 
duced to relinquish a few notions and rites, so 
loose and arbitrary as hardly to merit the name 
of a public religion, the Mexicans adhered te- 
naciously to their mode of worship, which, 
however barbarous, was accompanied with such 
order and solemnity as to render it an object * 
of the highest veneration. Cortes, finding all 
his attempts ineffectual to shake the constancy 
of Montezuma, was so much enraged at his 
obstinacy, that in a transport erf zeal he led out 
his soldiers to throw down the idols in the great 
temple by force. But the priests taking arms in 
defence of their altars, and the people crowding ^ 

."With greait ardor to support them, Cortes's 

* See NOTE LXXXVL 
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book prudence overruled his zeal, and induced hini 
to desist from his rash attempt, after dislodging 
the idols from one of the shrines, and placing 
in their stead an image of the Virgin Mary.* 
Schemes of From that moment the Mexicans, who had 
caw tod£ permitted the imprisonment of their sovereign^ 
fi^iwL. and suffered the exactions of strangers without 
a struggle, hegan to meditate how they might 
expel or destroy the Spaniards, and thought 
themselves called upon to avenge their insulted 
deities. The priests and leading men held fre^ 
quent consultations with Montezuma for this 
purpose. But as it might prove fatal to the 
captive monarch to attempt either the one or 
the other hy violence, he was willing to try 
more gentle means. Having called Cortes into 
his presence, he observed, that now, as all the 
purposes of his embassy were fully accom- 
plished, the gods had declared their will, and 
the people signified their desire, that he and his 
followers should instantly depart out of the em- 
pire. With this he vequired them to comply^ 
or unavoidable destruction would fall suddenly 
on their heads. The tenor of this .unexpected 
requisition, as well as the determined tone in 
y which it was uttered, left Cortes no room to 
doubt that it was the resultof some deep scheme 
concerted between Montezuma and his subjects*. 
He quickly perceived that he might derive more 
* See NOTE LXXXVU. 
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Advantage from a seeming compliance Ttoith the book 
monarch's inclination, than from an ill timed >— ^-l-^ 
attempt to change or to oppose it; and replied, 
with great composure, that he had already begun 
to prepare for returning to his own country ; 
but as he had destroyed the vessels in which 
he arrived, some time was requisite for building 
other ships. This appeared reasonable. A num- 
ber of Mexicans were sent to Vera Cruz to cut 
down timber, and some Spanish carpenters were 
appointed to superintend the work. Cortes flat- 
teredhimself, that during this interval he should 
either find means to'avert the threatened danger, • 
or receive such reinforcements as would enable 
him to despise it. 

Almost nine months were elapsed since Por- Anxiety 
tocarrero and Bfontejo had sailed with his dis- *f CorusT 
patches to Spain ; and he daily expected their 
return with a confirmation of his authority from 
the king. Without this, his condition was 
insecure and precarious, and after all the great 
things which he had done, it might be his doom 
to bear the name and suffer the punishment of a 
traitor. Rapid and extensive as his progress had 
b£en, he could not hope to complete the re- 
duction of a great empire with lso small a body 
of men, which by this time diseases of various 
kinds considerably thinned ; nor could he apply 
for recruits to the Spanish settlements in the 
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book islands until he received the royal approbation 
^-^^^ of his proceedings. 

Thei^vai While he remained in this cruel situation^ 
arm^nt anxiousTabout what was past, uncertain with re- 
spect to the futfUre, and, by the late declaration 
of Montezuma, oppressed with a new addition 
of cares, a Mexican courier arrived with an ac— 
count of some ships having appeared on the 
coast. Cortes, with fond credulity, imagining 
that his messengers were returned from Spain, 
and that the completion of all his wishes and 
hopes was at hand, imparted the glad tidings to 
his companions, wh9 received them with trans-* 
ports of mutual gr^tulation. Their joy was not 
of long continuance. A courier from Sandoval, 
whom Cortes, had appointed to succeed Esca- 
lante in command at Vera Cruz, brought cer- 
tain information that the armament was fitted 
out by Velasquez, governor of Cubn, and, in- 
stead of bringing the aid which they expected, 
threatened them with immediate destruction. 
Fittedombj TJhte motives which prompted Velasquez to* 
Veiwqae* ^^ violent measure are obvious. From the 
circumstances of Cortes's departure, it wasiin- 
possible not to suspect his intention of throwing 
off all dependence upon him. His neglecting . 
to transmit any account of his operations ta 
Cuba, strengthened this suspicion, which was at 
last oonfirmed beyojid doubt, by the indiscre^ 
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lion of the officers whom Cortes sent to Spain. 
They from some motive which is not clearly ex*- 
plained by the contemporary historians, touched 
at the island bf Cuba, contrary to the peremptory 
orders of their general,* By this means Velas- 
quez not only learned that Cortes and his 
followers, after formally renouncing all con- 
nection with bim,had established an independent 
colony in New Spain, and were soliciting the 
king to confirm their proceedings by his au-* 
thority; but he obtained particular information 
concerning the opulence of the country, the 
valuable presents which Cortes had received^ 
and the inviting prospects of success that opened 
to his view. Every passion which can agitate an 
ambitious mind ; shame, at having been so 
grossly overreached; indignation, at being be- 
trayed by the man whom he had selected as^the 
object of his Jkvor and confidence ; grief, for 
having wasted his fortune to aggrandise an 
enemy; and despair of recovering so fair an 
opportunity of establihing his fame and ex- 
tending his power r now raged in the bosom of 
Velasquez. All these, with united force, excited 
him to make an extraordinary effort in order to 
be avenged on the author of his wrongs, and to 
jwrest from him his usurped authority and con- 

* B. Diaz. c. 54, 55. Herrera, dec. ai lib« r» b. i4. Go- 
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quests. Nor did he want the appearance of 
a good title. to justify such an attempt. The 
agent whom he sent to Spain with an account 
of Grijalva's voyage, had met with a most favoi>- 
able reception; and from the specimens which 
he produced,such high expectations were formed 
concerning the opulence of New Spain, that 
Velasquez was authorised to prosecute the disr- 
covery of the country, and appointed governor 
of it during life, with more extensive power and 
privileges than had been granted to any ad- 
venturer from the time of Columbus* Elated 
by this distinguishing mark of fevor, and war- 
ranted to consider Cartes not only" as intruding 
upon his jurisdiction, but as disobedient to the 
royal mandate, he determined to vindicate his 
own rights, and the honor of his sovereign by 
Under the fojfce of arms.f His ardor in carrying oil 

command , . . . ■■ i i 

of Nar?aez. Jus preparations, was sxwh as might have been 
expected from the violence of the passions with 
which he was animated ; and in a short time an 
armament was completed, consisting of eighteen 
ships, which had Ion board fourscore horsemen, 
eight hundred foot soldiers, of which eighty 
were musketeers, and an hundred and twenty 
crossbow men, together with a train of twelve 
pieces of pannon* As Velasquez's experience of 

* Herrera, dec. ,2, lib. iiu c. 11. .- 

t See NOTE LXXXVIII. 
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t NOTE L p. 4. 

1 HE height of the most et 
\s> according to M» Cassini 
and fqrljr-six feet* Th 
Gemmi, in the canton of 
hundred and ten feet. Th 
neriffe, according to the n 
thirteen thousand onehundr 
height of Chimborazzo, th 
Andes, is twenty thousand, 
no less than seven thousan 
above the highest mountain; 

deD* Juan UUoa, Observations Astron. et Physiq. torn. ii. 
p. j.i4. The line. of congelation on Chimborazzo, ot 
that part of the mountain which is covered perpetually 
with snow, is jio less than two thousand four hundred 
feet from its summit. Prevot* Hist. Gener. des Voyages, 
vol. xiii. p. 63 6 # 
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NOTE* II- p. 4. 

As a particular description makes a stronger int* 
pression than general assertions, I shall jjive one of Rio 
de la Plata by an: eye-witness, r . Cattaneo, a Modenese 
Jesuit, who landed at Buenos Ayresin 1749, and thus 
represents what he felt when such new objects Were first 
presented to his view. " While I resided in Europe^ 
and read in books of history or geography that the 
mouth of the rive& De & Hata was- an hiinlred and 
fifty miles in breadth, I considered it as an exaggeration, 
because in this hemisphere we have no example of such 
vast rivers* When t approached its mouth, I had the 
most vehement desire to ascertain the truth with my 
own eyes ; and I have found the matter to be exactly 
as it was represented. This I deduce particularly from 
one circumstance : when we took our departure from 
Monte-Video ? , a, fort situated more than a hundred 
miles from the mouth of the river, and where its breadth 
is considerably diminished, we sailed a complete day 
before we discovered the land on the opposite bank of 
the river; and when we were in the middle of the 
channel, we could not discern land on either side, and 
saw nothing but the sky and water, as if we had been 
in some great ocean. Indeed, we should have taken it 
to be sea, if the fresh water of the river, .winch was 
turbid like the Po, had not satisfied us that it w : as a 
river. Moreover, at Buenos Ayres, another hundred 
miles up the river, "and where it is still much narrower, 
it is not only impossible to discern the opposite coast, 
which is indeed very, low and flat; /but one cannot 
perceive the houses* or the tops of the steeples in the 
Portuguese settlement at Colouia on, the other &de of 
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Lettera pirima, publis] 
Christianesimo Felice, etc. i. p. 267, 



the nv^r." Letlera prima, published by MuTaton, D 



NOTE III. p. 8* 

NewfouncUand, par t of Nov& Scotia and Canada 4 * are 
the countries, which lie in the same parallel of latitude 
With the kingdom of France; and in every part o£ 
these the water of the rivers is frozen during winter 
to the thickness of several feet 5 the earth is covered 
with snow aS deep 5 almost all the birds fly during that 
jseasbn, from a climate where they could .not live* 
The country of the Eskimaux, part of Labrador, and 
the countries on the south of Hudson's Bay, are in the 
same parallel with Great Britain; and yet in all these 
the cold is so intense, that even the industry of Euro- 
peans has not attempted cultivation. 

NOtfi IV. p. 11. 

Acosta is the first philosopher, as far as I know, 
Who endeavoured to account for the different degrees 
ot heat in the old and new continents, by the agency, 
t>f the vvinds- which blow in each. Hist. Moral, etc. 
lib. ii. and iii. M. de Buffon adopts this theory, and 
ias not only improved it by;new observations, but has 
employed his amazing powers of descriptive eloquence, 
in embellishing and placing it in the most striking light. 
Some remarks may be added, which tend to illustrate 
more fully a doctrine of much importance in every 
inquiry concerning the temperature. of various climates. 

When a cold wind blows over land, it must in its 
passage rob the surface of some of its heat* By mean^ 

z 2 
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if iliisy the coldness of the , wind is abated. Bat if it 
continue to blow in. the same, direction* it will come^ 
by degrees, to pass over a surface already cooled, and 
will suffer no longer any abatement of its own keenness. 
Thus as it advances over a large tract of land, it bringa 
*n all the severity of intense frost. . . * 

* JL&t the sinie wind blow over en extensive and deep 
•itea $ ihp superficial water must be immediately cooled 
to a certain degree, and the Wind proportionally 
{vanned. ' But the superficial and colder water be- 
toming specifically heavier than the warmer water 
below it, descends; What is wanner supplies its places 
Which, as it comes to be cooldd in its turn, continued 
to warm the air which passes over it, or to diminish 
at* cold* « This change of the superficial water, and 
^ttocossive ascent of that which is warmer, and the 
consequent successive abatement of coldness in the air, 
is aided by the agitation caused in the sea by the 
mechanical action of the Vf'md t and also by the motion 
of the tides. This will go on, and the rigor of the 
wiwd 'wlUnconfinue bo dimii&h until the whole ..water 
is eo 'far cooled, that thfe water on the surface is no 
longer removed from the action of the wind, fast enough 
to hinder it from being arrested by frost. Whenever 
'ihe surface freetes, the wind is no longer warmfcd by 
the water from below, and it goes onwith undimi- 
mshed cold. 

From those principles may be explained the severity 
&f 'fainter frosts in extensive continents; their mildness 
in small islands; and the superior rigor of winter in 
those parts of North America with which we are best 
acquainted. In the north-west parts of Europe, th« 
wverity of winter is mitigated by the west winds, which 
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jjsually bjow in the months of November,; Decem^r t 

On Ijhe pti^er hani}, when a warm wipd b}ow?,OT#: 
lai^d, it Jieais the surfece, yfhkh $tust t^rfef^re ce^ 
to abate ttye fcryqr qf t^e vi»4* P tt * ^ S^£.?S*ft4 
blowing over wat^r, agitates it, brings lip #*$ *}<4^err 
watsr from hekryr, anjd t|uis is continually Josiagf ome^ 
What of Us. pwn heat. ; 

But the gre^t pQwer j>f tiSP spPt -to mitigate tb$ Ije^ 
pf the wind or air passing py^r it, proceed** frp;qi t^ 
following circumstance tbatpn ^cppunt pf the trans^ 
parenqy pf fhe s^a, its surface cannpj. be hefttefl to a. 
great degpetf by #W sjw's r$ys$ \vhprpaa th,e grpfwd^ 
subjected to their iqfluence, very soon acqpk^s great 
heat. When, thergfpre, the njdnd bio>ve over a tprridl 
continent, it is sqob raised to a he^t almost intolerable^ 
but during its passage over an extensive ocean, it is; 
gradually cooled ; so that on its arrival at the farthest 
shore, it is again, fy for respiration* 

Those principles will account for the sultry heats of 
large continents in the torrid zpne, for the mild clinfate 
of islands in the same latitude, and for the suppripr; 
Warmth in suiqmer which large continents, situated in 
the temperate or cpl^er zona? qf t)j£ jearth, enjpy^ ; whejj 
pompafed with that of islands. The freai of a climate 
depends ijot only upon, th# immgdi^te effect of th$ , 

eun's rays, bpt on th|eir copt^ued operatiop, qn i^e 
effect which they have jGbrmerJy produce^ 4fid jarhicl} 
repiaifts fpr som0 th#e in the grounds This is %hf 
reason why the day is warmest ^Jxmt two in the aj^er? 
jaoon, the sunjmer >yari#esjl abput the middle of July, 
juxd the winter cpldest abpjit tfoe middle df January. 

The forests which coyer America^ ar*d hinder tfr$ ' 
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sun-beams from healing the ground, are a great cause 
of the temperate climate in the equatorial parts. The 
ground, not heing heated, cannot heat the air 5 and 
the leaves, which receive the rays intercepted from the 
ground, have not a mass of matter sufficient to absorb 
heat enough for this purpose. Besides, it is a known 
fact, that the vegetative power of a plant occasions a 
perspiration from the leaves in proportion to the heat 
to which they are exposed ; and, from the nature of 
evaporation,- this perspiration produces a cold in the 
leaf proportional to the perspiration. Thus the effect 
of the leaf in heating the air in contact with it, is pro- 
digiously diminished. For those observations, whichi 
throw much additional light qh this curious subject, I 
(On indebted to my ingenious friend, Mr. Robison, 
professor of natural philosophy in the luiiversiry of 
Edinburgh. 

NOTE V. p. 11. 

The climate of Brasil has been described by two 
eminent naturalists, Piso and Margrave, who observed 
it with a philosophical accuracy for which we search 
in vain in the accounts of many other provinces in 
America. Both represent it as temperate and mild, 
when compared with the climate of Africa. They 
ascribe this chiefly to the refreshing wind which blows 
continually from the sea. The air is not only cool, 
but chilly through the night, in so much, that the 
natives kindle fires every evening in their huts. Piso 
de Medicina Brasiliensi, lib. i. p. 1, etc. Margravius 
Histor. Rerum Natural. Brasilia, lib. viii. c. 3. p. 264. 
NteuhoflJ who resided long in Brasil, confirms then? 
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description. Churchill's Collection, Tol. ii. p. 26. 
Gumilla, who was a missionary many years among 
the Indians upon the river Oronoco, gives a similar 
description of the temperature of the climate there. 
Hist, de FOrenoque, torn. i. p. 26. P. Acugna felt 
a very considerable degree of cold in the countries on 
the banks of the river Amazons. Relat. vol. ii. p. 56. 
^f. Biet, who lived a considerable time in Cayenne, gives 
aNsimilar account of the temperature of that climate, 
and "ascribes it to the same cause. Voyage de la 
France, Equinox, p. 53o. Nothing can be more dif- 
ferent Scorn, these descriptions than that of the burning 
heat of the African coast given by M. Adanson. 
Voyage to Senegal, passim* 

NOTE VL p. i5. 

Two French frigates were sent upon a voyage of 
discovery in the year 1739. In latitude. 44* \ south, 
they began to feel a considerable degree of cold. In 
latitude 48°, they met wfth islands of floating ice. 
Histoire des Navigations aux Terres Australes, torn. ii. 
p. 256, etc. Dr. Halley fell in with ice in latitude 5g*. 
M. torn. i. p. 47. Commodore Byron, when on the 
coast of Patagonia, latitude 5o° 55' south, on the 
fifteenth of December, which is midsummer ih that 
part of the globe, the twenty-first of December being 
the longest day there, compares the climate to that 
of England in the middle of winter* Voyages by 
Hawkesworth, i. 25. Mr. Banks having landed on Terra 
del Fuego, in the Bay of Good Success, latitude 55% 
on the sixteenth of January, which corresponds to the 
month of July in our hemisphere, two of his attend 
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fonts died in one night of extreme cold, and all tbe 
party were in the most imminent danger of perishing* 
Id, ii. 5i, 5a. By the fourteenth of March, correspond^ 
ing to September in our hemisphere, winter was set 
in with rigor, and the mountains were covered with 
snow. Ibid- 72. Captaitf Cook* in his voyage towards, 
the .South Pole> famishes new and striking iustanoes, 
of the extraordinary predominance of cold in this region 
of the globe. " Who would have thought ( says he } 
that an island, of no greater extent than seventy leagues 
in circuit, situated between the latitude of 54° and 55°, 
should in the very height of summer be^ in a manner, 
wholly covered, majiy fathoms deep, with frozen, snow , 
but more especially the S. W. coast? The very sum- 
mits of the lofty mountains were cased with snow arid 
ice; but the quantity that lay in the valleys is in-* 
credible $ and at the' bottom of the bays, the coast was 
terminated by a wall of ice of considerable height/* 
r Vol. ii. p. 217. 

In some places of the ancient continent, an extr^. 
ordinary degree of cold prevails in very low latitudes* 
Mr. Bogle, in his embassy to the court of the Delai 
Lama, passed the winter of the yeai: 1774 at Cbam- 
nanning, in latitude 5i° 5g f N. He often found the 
thermometer in* his room twenty-nine degrees under 
the freezing point by Fahrenheit's scale j and in fhe 
middle of April the standing waters were aU Jro&en^ 
and heavy showers of snow frequently fell. The 
extraordinary jelevatipn of the country seems to be 
the cause of this excessive cold. In travelling from 
Indostan to Thibet the ascent to the summit of the 
Boutan Mountains is very great, but the descent oik 
the other side is. not iu equal proportion., ' TJie kingdom 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



NOTES A#I> ILLUSTRATION^. 545 

pf Thibet is an elevated region, extremely tare ani 
desolate. Account of Thibet, by Mr* Stewart, read 
in the. Royal Society, p* 7. T&& extraordinary col4 
in low latitudes in America cannpt be accounted Jpr 
.by the same cause* Those regions are not remarkable 
far elevation. Some of them are countries depressed 
$nd level, 

„ The most obvious and probable cause of the superior 
degree of oold, towards the southern extremity of 
America, seems to be the form of the continent there. 
Its breadth gradually decreases as it stretches froni 
&U Antonio southwards, and from the bay of St; Julian 
to the Straits of Magellan its dimensions are much 
contracted. On the east and west side§, it is washed 
by the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. From its southern 
point.it is probable that a great extent of sea, without 
any considerable tract of land, reaches t# the Ai$wpi& 
pole. In whichever of these directions the wind blows, 
it is cooled before it approaches the Magellanic regions, 
by passing over a vast^body of water, nor is^ the land 
there of such extent that it can recp^er any cQnsidter^bk 
degree qi heat in its progress over it. These cii> 
eumstances coneur in rendering the temperature of th$ 
air in this district of America, moare similar to that 
of an insular, than to that of a continental climate, 
and hinder it from acquiring the same degree of 
summer heat with places in Europe and Asia, in a 
corresponding northern latitude. The north wild is 
4he only, one that reaches this part of America, after 
feiowiflg over & great continent. But from an attentive 
' purvey of its position, this will be found to have a * 
tendency, rather to diminish than augment the degree 
$f heaU The southern extremity of America is properly 
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the termination of the immense ridge of the Ande% 
which stretches nearly in a direct line from north to 
south, through the whole extent of continent. Th* 
most sultry regions in South America, Guiana, Brasil^ 
Paraguay, and Tueuman, lie many degrees to the east 
of the Magellanic regions. The level country df Peru^ 
which enjoys the tropical heats, is situated considerably 
to the west of them. The north wind then, though 
it Wows over land, does not bring to the southern 
extremity of America, an increase of heat collected 'vol 
its passage over torrid regions; but before it arrive* 
there, it must- have swept along the summits of the 
Andes, and comes impregnated with the cold of that 
frozen region. 

Though it be now demonstrated that there is no 
southern continent in that region of the globe which 
it was supposed to occupy, it appears to be certain 
from Captain Cook's discoveries, that there is a large 
tract of land near the south pole, which is the source 
of most of the ice spread over the vast southern ocean. 
Vol. ii. p. ir3o, 259, etow Whether the influence o£ 
this remote frozen continent may reach the southern 
extremity of America, and affect its climate, is an 
inquiry not unworthy of attention. 

NOTE VH. p. i5. 

M. Condamine is one of the latest and most accurate 
observers of the interior state of South America. " After 
i€ descending from the Andes, (says he,) one beholds a 
vast and uniform prospect of water and verdure, and 
nothing more. One treads upon the earth, but does not 
see it 5 as it is so entirely covgred with luxuriant plants^ 
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weeds, and shrubs, that it would require a considerable 
degree of labor to clear it, for the space of a foot." 
Relation abre'ge' d'un Voyage, etc. p. 48. One of the 
singularities in the forests is a sort of osiers, or withs, 
called bejucos by the Spaniards, lianes by the French, 
and nibbes by the Indians, which are usually employed 
as, ropes in America. This is one of the parasitical 
plants, which twists about the trees it meets with, and 
rising above their highest branches, its tendrils descend 
perpendicularly, strike into the ground, take root, rise 
up around another tree, and thus mount and descend 
alternately. Other tendrils are carried obliquely by 
the wind^ pr some accident, and form a confusion of 
interwoven cordage, which resembles the rigging of a 
ship. Bancroft, Nat. Hist, of Guiana, 99. These wilhs 
are often as thick as the arm of a man. lb. p. y5* 
. M. Bouguer's account of the forests in Peru perfectly 
resembled this description. Voyage au Peru, p. 16. 
Oviedo gives a similar description of the forests in other 
parts of America* Hist. lib. ix. p. i44. D. The 
country of the Moxos is so much overflowed, that 
they are obliged to reside on the summit of some rising 
ground during some part of the year, and have no 
communication with their countrymen at any distance. 
Lettres EjBfiantes, torn, x, p. 187. Garcia gives a 
full and just description of the rivers, lakes, woods, 
and marshes in those countries of America which lie 
between the tropic^. Origen de los Indies, lib. ii. 
c. 5. § 4, 5. The incredible hardships to which 
Gonzalez Pi^arro was exposed in attempting to march 
into the country to the east of the Andes, convey a very 
striking idea of that part of America in its original 
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uncultivated stale, Gareil. de la Veg^, Royal; Comment, 
of Peru, part ii. book iii« c t 3 — 5. 



NOTE VIII. p. 18. 

The animal* of America seem not to have been alway* 
of a size inferior to those in other quarters of the globe* 
From antlers of the moose-deer which have been* fount} 
in America, it appears to have been an animal of great 
size. Near the banks of the Ohio, a considerable num- 
ber of bones of an immense magnitude have been found* 
The place where this discovery has be«n ntade lie* 
fcbout one hundred and ninety miles below the junction 
of the rivfcr Scioto with the Ohio. It is about four 
miles distant from the banks of the latter, on the side 
of the marsh called the Salt Lick* The bones lie in 
vast quantities about five or six feet under ground, and 
the stratum is visible in the bank on the edge of th* 
Lick. Journal of Colonel George Groglan, MS* 
penes me. This spot seems to be accurately laid down 
by Evans in his map. These bones must have belonged 
to animals of enormous bulk; but naturalists being 
acquainted wilji no living creature of such size, were 
at first inclined to think that they were mineral sub- 
stances. Upon receiving a greater number df specimens, 
and after inspecting them more narrowly, they are 
now allowed to be the bones of an animal. As the 
elephant is the largest known quadruped, and the tusk* 
which were found nearly resembled, both in form and 
qualily, the tusks of an elephant, it was concluded that 
the carcases deposited on the Ohio were of that species, 
put Dr. Hunter, one of the persons of our age best 
qualified to decide with respect to this pointy having; 
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•£curalely examined several parcels of tusks> and grin- 
ders, and jaw-bones, sent from Ihd Ohio to London, 
gives it as his opinion, that they did #0$ belong to an 
elephant, bujt jto sonie huge carnivorous animal of an 
unknown species* Phil. Transact, vol;. Iviii. p. 54* 
Bones of the same kind, and as remarkable for tbeic 
«fce, have been found near the mouths of the great river* 
Qby, Jeraseia, and LeAa, in jSib.eria. Strai/irenbfrgi, 
Descript. ' vf north and &i#t pvni* pf Eurq^e , and 
^keia, p. 4o3,]etc. / The elephant seems to be confined 
in his rahge to Jhe torrid zone, and n$Y3er ijuiltipliea 
beyond it. In such cold regions as those bordering 
©n the frozen sea, he could not live. The existence of 
such large -animals in America might open a wide field 
for conjecture* The more we contemplate the face of 
jpature, and consider. . the variety .;£f; her productions, 
theinorc we must be satisfied tbat,ast#^hiog cljance* 
have bem-inade in. the terraqueous gk>J>S by cwvukjona 
$nd reflations, .of whieh »o l( .^<^iuit, js : ;pr^s^v^4 i^ 
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This degeneracy of the ^otnestic European Animal* 
in America may, be imputed to &o#j£;of tfese causes. 
In the Spanish stfttleinenUr. ty hioh t ar* ^ififoated either 
within the torrid zone, or incountaies bordering, i*peji 
Jt, the. increase of heat, and div^sity $f food, 'pre ven* 
sheep and horned cattle from, attaining th& sam^ .^ej 
as in Europe. They seldom become so fat, and their 
flesh is not so juicy, or of such , delicate flavor. In 
North America, where the climate is more favorable, 
and similar W that of Europe, the -quality of^ihe gr^aseg 
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which spring up naturally in their pasture-grounds i# 
not good. Mitchell p. i5i. Agriculture is still so 
much in its infancy, that artificial fofcd fcr cattle is 
not raised in aky quantity. During a winter, long 
in ndfciy provinces, and rigorous in ally no proper care 
is taken of their cattle. The general treatment of their 
horses and horned cattle is injudicious and harsh in 
all the English colonies. These circumstances contribute 
more, perhaps, than any thing peculiar" in the quality 
of the climate, to the degeneracy of breed in the horses, 
cows, and sheep, of many of the North American 
provinces* 

NOTE X. p. 20* 

. , In the year i5i8, the island. of Hispaniola was a£* 
fiieted with a dreadful visitation of those destructive 
trisects, the particulars of which Herrera describes, And 
mentions a singular instance of the superstition of the 
Spanish planters. After trying various methods of 
exterminating the ants, they resolved to implore pro- 
tection of the saints 5 but as the calamity was new, they 
were at a loss to find out the saint who could give 
them the most effectual aid* They <5ast lots in- order to 
discover the patron whom they should invoke. The 
lots decided in feVour of St* Saturninus* They cele- 

• tntfted his festival With great solemnity, and immediate- 
ly, adds the historian, ' the calamity began to afeatew 
HenKsra, dec. a. lib., iii. c. i5* p. 107. 

,« v '. .' : '. i* ,v ,'. r. •;-,', i -;'• . 

NOTfe XI. p. 23. 
♦ «Thfc awt^ot * of [Recherches PhilosophiqUes sur ks 
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AmericAina supposes this, difference in heat to be equa(l 
to twelve degrees, and that a place thirty degrees from 
*he equator in the old continent, is as warm as one 
situated eighteen degrees from it in America, torn, i. 
p.- n. Shi Mitchell, aftesr observations carried on 
during thirty years, contends that the difference is 
equal to fourteen or fifteen degrees of latitude. Present ^ 

State, etc. ^p. n5j+ * 

NOTE XII. '-p; 23. 

January 3, 1765, Mr. Bertram, near the head of 
St. John's river in East Florida, t observed a frost so 
intense, that in one night the ground Was frozen an 
inch thick upon the banks of the river. The limes, 
citrons^ and banana trees, at St. Augustin, were de- 
stroyed. Bertram's Journal, p. ;2Q. Other instances 
of the eixtraordiiiary operations of cold in the southern 
provinces of North America skA collected by Dr. Mit- 
chell. Present State, p. 206, eta, February 7, 1747, f 
the frost at Charlestpwn was «so intense, that a person 
iavinjj carried, two .quart bottles of hot water to bed, 
in the morning they were split to pieces, and the water 
converted into solid lumps of ice. In a kitchen, where 
there was a fire, the water in a jar in which there 
was a large live eel, was frozen to the bottom. Al- , 
most -• all the orange and ohve trees were destroy e& 

•Description of South-Carolina, 8yo. Lond. 1761. s : 

'i .."'"'' * • ' ' • 

NOTE XIII. p. 24» 

A remarkable instance of this occurs in Dutch Guiana, 
a country / everywhere . level, ajid . so low> tjafil during 
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ft& ririny seasons it is usnally covered with water neat 
tW6 feet ill height. This renders the sail so rich, th*t 
&ti the sttr&ce, for twelve inches i* depth, it is a 
stratum of perfect manure, and a* such hat fceea tr*n-< 
j»|K>rted to Barbadoes. On the banks of the Essecpeboj 
thirty ^tfGps of rata a canes have beejrrai^ successively* 
vrtereas in the West Indian islands not more than tw<* 
is ever expected from the richest land. The expedients 
by which the planters endeavour to diminish this ex- 
cessive fertility of soil are various Bancroft, Nat* 
Hist* of Guiana, p. 10, etc* 



1 ' ' ' : '^TOtEXIV. p. 5;* ' * ■ 

Multer seems to hfeive believed, without siifTieient 
«*Vldea*^ that the <kpe had been doubliid^ttoi* i. p. ai, 
<etc. amd the Imperial Academy sof S& Petersburg give 
time couritetifcftoe to it, by the manner in which 
Tschwh*t#koi*ttodi <i& laid •down in (their dharfe* But 
J am a^r^d, ft^om ^undoubted authority, that no Russia** 
*e&s£l r has ^^r sailedromid thatcap^ and as tbet*>Unlry 
4jf tRtihutiki h *ict aabject to # the fiuaaaoa *»pi*e, it m 
"fWiy miperfectly k^ownl* . '•„ 

NOTE XV. p. 4i. 

Were this the j*ace for entering into a lfcng and 
intricate geographical* disquisition, many curious ob- 
servations might arise from comparing the accounts of 
the two Russian voyages, and the charts of their res** 
pec live navigations. One remark is applicable to both. 
*We canhot rely with absolute certainty on the position 
^vitich 4btey assign to several *f -the: places 'which they 

visited. 
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visited. The weather was so extremely foggy, that 
they seldom saw the sun, or stars, and the position of 
the islands and supposed continents was. commonly 
determined by Reckoning, not by observation, Behring 
and Tschirikow proceeded much farther towards the 
east tjjhan Krenitzin. The land discovered by Behring^ 
which he imagined to be part of the American conti- 
nent, is in the 256th degree of longitude from the first 
meridian in the isle of Ferrd, and in 58° 28' of latitude* 
Tschirikow came upon the same coast in longit. 24i°, 
lal. 56° » Muller, i* 248, 249* The former must have 
advanced 60 degrees from the Port of Petropawlowski, 
from which he took his departure, and the latter 65 
degrees* But from the chart of Krenitzin's voyage, it 
appears that he did not sail farther towards the east 
than the 208 th degree, and only ,32-degrees from Petro* ; 

pawlowski. In 1741, Behring and Tschirikow, both 
in going and returning, held a course $hich was mostly ( 
to the south of that chain of islands, which they disco* 
vered$ and observing the mountainous and rugged aspect 
of the head-lands which they descried towards the north * 
they supposed them to be promontories belonging to 
some part of the American continent, which, as they 
fancied, stretched as far south as the latitude 56. In 
this manner* they are laid down in the chart published 
by Muller, and likewise in a manuscript chart drawn 
by a mate of Behring's ship, communicated to me by 
Mr. Professor Robison. But in 1769, Krenitzin, after 
wintering in the island Alaxa > stood so far towards the 
north in his return, that his course lay through the middle 
of what Behring and Tschirikow had supposed to be a 
continent, which he found to be an open sea ; and that 

VOL. 11. A A / 
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* Ihey had mistaken rocky ides for the head-lands o£ A 

continent. It is probable, that the countries discovered 
in 17 4i , towards the east, do not belong to the American 
continent, but are only a continuation of the chain of 
islands. The. number of volcanoes in this region of 
the globe is remarkable. There are several in Kam- 
chatka, and not «ne of the islands, great or small, as 
fer as the Russian navigation extends, is without them* 
Many are actually burning, and the mountains in all 
bear marks of having been once in a state of eruption* 
Were I disposed to admit such conjectures as have 
found place in other inquiries concerning the peopling 
of America, I might suppose that this part of the earth, 
having manifestly suffered violent convulsions &ohi 
earth-quakes and volcanos, an isthmus, which may have 
formerly united Asia to America, has been broken, and 
formed into a cluster of islands by the shock. 

It is singular, that at the irery time the Russian navi- 
gators were attempting to make discoveries in the north- 
west of America, the Spaniards were prosecuting the 
same design from another quarter. In 1769, two small 
vessels sailed from Loretto in California to explore the 
coasts of the country to the north of that peninsula. 
They advanced no farther than the port of Monte-Rey 
in latitude 56. But, in several successive expeditions 
fitted out from the port of St. Bias in New Galicia, 
the Spaniards have advanced as fer as the latitude 58* 
Gazeta de Madru}, March 19, and May i4, 1776. 
]3ut as the journals of those voyages have not yet been 
published, I cannot compare their progress with that 
pf the Russians, or shew how near the navigators of : 
$ Uieytwo nations have approached to each other. It 
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fc to be hoped, that the enlightened minister, who ha* *' 

now the direction of American affairs in Spain, will 
pot withhold this 'information from the public. 

r NOTE XVI. p. 45> 

• Our knowledge of the vicinity of the two continents 
X$ Asia and America, which was very imperfect when 
I published the history of America in the year 1777, 
is now complete* Mr* Coxe's Account of the Russian 
Discoveries between Asia and America, printed in the 
year 1780, contains many curious and important fects 
with respect to the various attempts of the Russians to 
♦pen a communication with the New World. The 
history of the great Voyage of Discovery, begun by 
Captain Cook in 1^76, and completed by Captains 
Clerk and Gore* published in the year 1780, commu- 
nicates all the information that the turiosity of mankind 
$ould desire with jregard to this subject* 
, At my request, my friend Mr. Playfair, Professor o£ 
Mathematics in the University of Edinburgh, has com-* 
pared (he narratiye and charts of those illustrious navi- 
gators, with the more imperfect relations and maps o£ 
the Russians* The result of this comparison I commu- 
nicate in his pwn words, with much greater confidence 
in his scientific accuracy, than I could have ventured 
to place in any observations which I myself might have 
made upon the subject. 

" The discoveries of Captain Cook in his last voyage 
have 'confirmed the conclusions which Dr. Robertson 
had drawn, and have connected together the fects from 
which they were deduced. They have now rendered ■' 
it certain that Behring and Tschirikow touched oa the 
AA 2 
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% cofcst of America in 1741. The former discovered 

land in lat. 58° 28', and about 236° east from Ferrd. 
He has given such a description of the Bay in which he 
auchored, and the high mountain to the westward of 
it, which he calls St. Elias, that though the account of 
his voyage is much abridged hi the English translation. 
Captain Cook recognised the place as he sailed along 
the Western coast of America in the year 1778. The 
isle of St. Hermogenes, near the mouth of Cook's river, 
Schumagins Isles on the coast of Alashka, and Foggy 
Me, retain in Captain Cook's chart the names which 
they had received from the Russian navigator. Cook's 
Voy. vol. ii. p. 547. 

> " Tschirikow came upon the same coast about 2 5o r 
farther south than Behring, near the Mount Edgecumbe 
of Captain Cook. 

" With regard to Krenitzin, we l$arn from Coxe's 
Account of the Russian Discoveries, that he sailed from 
the mouth of 4 the Kamchatka river with two ships 
m the y*ear 17-68. With his own ship he reached the 
island Oonolashka, in which there had .been a Russian 
settlement since the year 1762, where he wintered 
probably in the same harbour or bay where Captain 
Cook afterwards anchored. The other ship wintered 
at Alashka, which was supposed to be an island, 
though it be in feet a part of the American continent. 
Krenitzin, accordingly, returned without knowing that 
either of his ships had been on the coast of America; 
and this is' the more surprising, because Captain Cook 
has informed us that Alashka is understood to be "a 
great continent, both by the Russians and the natives at 
Oonolashka. 
, " According to Krenitzin, the ship which had wintered 
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raf at Alashka had hardly sailed 52° to the eastward of the * 

m harbour of St- Peter and St. Paul in Kamchatka •> but, 
ife according to the more accurate charts of Captain Cook, 

U it had sailed no less than fy° if to the eastward of 
ti that harbour. There is nearly the same mistake of 5° in 

i^ the longitude which Krenitzin assigns to Oonolashka. 

^ It is remarkable enough, that in the chart of those sea^, 

\ put into the hands of Captain Cook by the Russians oil 

^ that island, there was an error of l)ie same kind, and 

n .yery nearly of the same extent. 

8 •' . . ** But what is of most consequence to be remarked 
jj on this subject is, .that the discoveries of Captain 

,Cook have folly verified Dr. Robertson's conjecture, 
J €C that it is probable that future* navigators in those 

seas, by steering farther to the north than Behring. 
and Tschirikow or Krenitzin had done, may find 
I that the continent of America approaches slfll nearer to 

( that of Asia." Vol. ii. p. 44. It has accordingly 

i been found that these two continents, which, in the 

parallel of 55% or that of the southern extremity - l 

rof Alashka, are about four hundred leagues asunder , 

{ approach continually to one another as they stretoh 

J .together toward the north, until, within, less than a 

degree from the polar circle, they are terminated by 

twt> capes, only thirteen leagues distant. Thceast cape 

of Asia is in latitude .66° &, and in longitude 190 28 f 

cast from Gceenwioh; the western extremity of America, 

or Prince of Wales Cape, is in latitude 65° 46', and in 

longitude *o i° 45 f . Nearly in the middle of the narrow 

•trait (Behring V Strait) which separates these capes, arc 

,the two islands of Su Diomfde, from which both 

continents may be seen. Captain King informs us, 

,that as he was sailing through this strait, July 5, 1779, 



it 
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the fog having cleared away, he enjoyed the pleasure 
of seeing from the ship Ihe continents of Asia -and, 
America at the same moment, together with the islands 
of St* Diomede lying between them. Cook's Voy* 
vol. iii. p. 244. 

" Beyond this point the strait opens towards the 
Arctic Sea, and the coast of Asia arid America diverge so 
fast from one another, that in the parallel of 69 they 
are more than one hundred leagues asunder, lb. p. 277V 
To the south of the strait there are a number of islands* 
Clerke's, King's, Anderson's, etc* which, as well as 
those of St. Diomede, may have facilitated the migrations 
of the natives from the one continent to the othetf. 
Captain Cook, however, on the authority of the Russians 
at Oonolashka, and for other |ood reasons, hasdiminished 
Ihe number of islands which had been inserted in former 
charts of the northern Archipelago. He has also placed 
^Alashka, or the promontory which stretches from the 
» content of America S* W. towards Kamchatka, at Ae 

distance of five degrees of longitude farther from titfe 
coast of- Asi^ than it was reckoned by the Russian, 
navigators. \ v 

" The geography N)f the Old and New WorW i* 
therefore equally indebted t^Jjie discoveries made in 
this memorable. voyage; and as maBj^^rrors have been 
corrected, and many deficiencies supplied by means of 
these discoveries, so the accuracy of soibe former 
observations has been established* The basis of the 
map of the Russian Empire, as far as regard 
Kamchatka, and the country of the Tschutzki, was th* 
position of four places, Yakutsh, Ochotz, Bolcheresk, 
and Pelropawlowski^which had been determined by . 
the astrononier Krassilnicow in the year 3744. Not^ 
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Comment. Pelrop* vol. iii. p. 465, etc. But the'acfcuracy 
of his observations was contested by M t Engel, aud 
M. Robert de Yaugondy, Coxe Append, i. No. 2- 
p. 267, 272 ; and the former of these geographers 
ventured to t^ke away no less than 28 degrees from 
the longitude, which, on the faith of Krassiinicow's 
observations, was assigned to . the eastern boundary 
of the Russian empire. With hpw lit tfe reason this^ was 

. done, .will appear from considering tliat our British navi- 
gators,Jhaving determined the position of Petropawlowski 

, by. a great number of very accurate observations, found 
the longitude of that port x58 9 43 f E. from Green wicji,. 
and its latitude 55° i r y agreeing, the first to less thai* 
seven minutes, and the second to less than half a minute, 
with the calculations of the Russian astronomer: a 
coincidence which, m the situation of so remote a place, 
does nQt lea^ve an uncertainty of more than four Englisfr 
miles,, and which, for the credit of science, deserves to te 
particularly remarked* The chief errtfr in the Russian 

, maps has been in not extending the boundaries of that 
empiresufficiently towards the east. For as there was 
nothing to connect the land of the Tschutzki and the 
north-east point of Asia with those places whereof tlje 
position h$kd been carefully ascertained, except the 
imperfect accounts of Behring's and Synd's voyages, — 

. considerable errors could not fail to be introduced, and 
that point was laid down as not inore than 23° 2' east of 

*the meridian, of Petropawlowski. Coxe App«.i». No- 2. 
By -the observations of Captain King, the difference of 
longitude between. Petropawlowski and the East Cape 
is 5i° 9/ 5 that is 8*7' greater than it was supposed to be 
by the Russian geographers/* — It appears from Cook's 

. and King's Voy.iii. p. 272, that the CQnlinents of AsiaL 
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and America are usually joined together by ice during 
winter. Mr. Samwell confirms this account of his 
superior officer. " At this place, viz. near the latitude 
of 66° N. the two coasts are only thirteen leagues 
asunder, and about midway between them lie two 
islands, the distance from which to either shore, is 
short of twenty miles. At this place, the natives of 
Ask could find no difficulty in passing over to the 
opposite coast, which is in sight of their own. That in 
a course of years such an event would happen, either 
through design or accident, cannot admit of a doubt. 
,The canoes which we saw among the Tschutzki were 
capable of performing a much longer voyage; and, 
however rude they may have been at some distant 
period, we can scarcely suppose them unequal to a 
passage of six or seven leagues. People might have been 
carried over by accident on floating pieces of ice. They 
might also have travelled across on sledges or on foot; 
for we have reason to believe that the strait is entirely 
frozen over in the winter ; so that during that season, 
the continents, with respect to the communication 
between them, may be considered as one land." Letter 

- from Mr. Samwell, Scots Magazine for 1788, p. 6o4. It 
is probable that this interesting portion of geographical 
knowledge will, in the course of a few y^ars, receive 
farther improvement. Soon after the publication ef 
Captain Cook's last voyage, the great and enlightened . 
Sovereign of Russia, attentive to every thing that may 
contribute to extend the bounds of science, or to render 

it more accurate, formed the plan of a new voyage 
of discovery, in order to explore those parts of the 
oceau lying between Asia and America, which Captain 

Cook did not visit, to examine more, accurately the* 
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islands which stretch from one continent almost to the 
other, to survey the north-east coast of the Russian 
empire, from the mouth of the Kovyma, or Kolyma, 
to the North Cape, arid to settle, by astronomical 
observations, the position of each place worth notice. 
The conduct of this important enterprise is committed 
to Captain Billings, an English officer in the- Russian 
service, of Whose abilities foe that station it will be 
deemed the best evidence, that he accompanied Captain 
Cook in his last voyage. To render the expedition more 
extensively useful, an eminent naturalist is appointed to 
attend Captain Billings. Six years will be requisite 
for accomplishing the purposes of the voyage. Coxe 
Supplement to Russian Discoveries, pi. 27. etc/' 
- , ' ■ 't •' • ; 

NOTE XVII. p. 5 9 . 

, Few travellers ha vfe had such opportunity of observing 
the natives of America, in its various districts, as Bon 
Antonio Ulloa. In a work lately published by him, 
he thus describes the characteristical features of the race : 
€€ A very small forehead, covered with hair towards 
its extremities, as &r as the middle of the eye-br6ws; 
little eyes:; a thin nose, small and bending towards the 
upper lip; the countenance broad; the ears large* the 
hair very black, lank, and coarse 5 the limbs well turned, 
Xhe feet small, lite body of just proportion; arid alto- 
gether smooth and free from hair, until oH age, when 
they acquire some beard, but never on the cheeks." 
Noiicfes Americanas, etc. p. $07. M. le Chevalier de 
•Pinto, who resided several, years Jn a part of Ai?wrica 
which Ulloa neVer visited, gives a sketch of the general 
aspect of the Indians there. "..They are all of copper 
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color with some diversity of shade, not in proport i on 
to their distance from the equator, but according to the 
degree of elevation of the territory which they inhabit*. 
Those who live in a high country are fairer than those 
in the marshy low lands on the coast. Their face '» 
refund, farther removed, perhaps, than that of any people 
from an oval shape. Their forehead is small, ihe> 
extremity of their ears far from the face, their 1 lips thick, 
theft- nose flat, their eyes black, or of a cfaesnut color, 
small^ but capable 1 of discerning objects at a great di*- 
x tahce. Their hair is always thick .and sleek* and 

without any tendency to curl. They have na hair oa 
any par I of their body but the Head. At the first aspect 
a southern American appears to be mild and innocent, 
but on a more attentive view, one discovers in his coun- * 
tenance something w3d^ distrustful, and sullen* MS^ 
penes me. The two portraits drawn by hands very 
different from those of common travellers, haV*arieai* 
* resemblance* 

note xvni. p. 59. . . 

t Amazing accounts are givfcn of the persevering sperib 

of the Americans. Adair relates the adventure* of a 

Chikkasah warrior, who rim through woods and over 

V mountains, three hundred computed- miles, in a tiay 

and a'half and tym nightsJ Hist* of Amer. Ind. 5g&c 

- ,-f.v ■.«. ••■ » r :.- . '. ...:.,;. 

NOTE XKL p. 65.' 

M. Godin le Jeune, whp taaridftd fifteen years amon^ 
lj the Indians of Peru and Quito, and twenty years m 
the French colofcy of*Caygnne,-*n whicb therB is* 
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constant intercourse with the Galibis and other tribes 
on the Orinoco, observes, that the vigor of constitution 
among the Americans is. exactly in proportion to their 
habits of labor, The Indians in warm climates, aufeh 
as those on the coasts of the South Sea, on the river of 
Amagons, apd the river Orinoco, are not to be com- 
pared for strength with those in cold countries; and 
yet, says he, boats daily set out from Paya, a Port^- 
guqse settlement on the river of Amazons, to ascend 
that river agaii^st the rapidity of the stream, and .with, 
.the same crjew they proceed to t Sa*i Pablo, which is 
eight hundred leagues 4istanU No crew of white peop&, 
or even of negroes, would be found equal to a task of 
such paraeveringsfeUgue, ias the Portuguese. havo eofr- 
periepced, and yet the. Indians, being accustomed. V> 
this labor froiji tfeeir infancy, perform iU M&*pm£*W % 

NOTE XX. 1>. , 7^"' :i i ' u "'' 

Don Antonio Ulloa, "yvho visited .a great part of 
Peru and Chili, the kingdom of New Granada, and 
seveual of tlfe'pft>vin?es b§r^8ri$g0n %§ Afeii^n^ gulf, 
while, employed m ihe same service ^itfr. the Frenoh 
- mathematicians .during the spae^ <*£ ie# ytfjtrsy <Wd who 
afterwards >ad fn opportunity o& viewing f*hft Nortfc- 
, America***, werts* **. TJ^t if we have seei*£ne Am^ 
rican, we may festsakl .to /have seen^htfn all^ tyfifc oc^r ^ 
, and make are sd nearly the same." Notic. America- 
lias, p< 3o8. A more, early observer, Pedro de Cieca 
de Leon, one of the conquerors of Peru, who had like- 
wise traversed many pnovinc^ ^yJkm&W&$ ^ffiirms, 
that the. people, . men. and women,, although thererns 
i#t$h a zflttHftude of tribes, or wtift* as, -^ bq t almost 
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innumerable, and such diversity of climates, appeai- 
• nevertheless like the children of One father and mother. 
Chronica del' Peru, parte i. c. 19. There is, no doubt, 
a certain combination* of features/ and peculiarity of 
aspect, which forms what may be called a European 
or Asiatic countenance. There must likewise be one 
that may be denominated American, common to the 
whole race. This may be supposed to strike the tra- 
veller at first sight, while not only the various shades, 
which distinguish people of different regions, but the 
peculiar features which discriminate individuals, escape 
the notice of a transient observer. But when persofls, 
who had resided so long among the Americans concur 
in bearing testimony to the similarity of their appearance 
in every climate, we may conclude that it is more 
•remarkable than that of any other race. See likewise 
Garcia Origen de los Indies, p. 54. fi42. Torquemada 
Moriarch. Indiana* ii. 5?i. 

NOTE XXL . p. 76. ' .' 

M; ie Chevalier de Piilte -observes, theft in the interior 
parts of Bratsil, he had beea informed that some persons 
resembling the white- people of Darien htfve bfefcfi fotftid; 
but that the breed did not cototstnte', And their children 
became kkfe other Americans. This ratfte,. htfweVer, 4s 
very imperfectly known. MS; petvts me.* 



NOTE XXII. pi 79. ;°" 

The testimonies of different travellers^ concerning the 
Fatagoniftns; hate been collected aftd stated with a con- 
siderable degree of accuracy by th# author of Rjecherelm 
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Philosophiques, etc. torn. i. 381, etc. iii. 181, etc. Since 
the publication of his work, several navigators have 
visited the Magellanic regions, and, ', like their prede- 
cessors, differ very widely in their accounts of its in- 
habilantsr By Commodore Byron and his crew, who 
sailed through the Straits in 1764, the common size of 
the Patagonians was estimated to be eight feet, and 
many of them much taller. Phil. Transact, vol. Ivii. 
p. 78. By Captains Wallis and Carteret, who actually 
measured them in 1766, they were found' to be from 
six feet to six feet five and seven inches in height. Phil. 
Trans, vol. lx. p. 22. These, however, seem flt have 
been the very people whose size had been rated so high 
in the year 17645 for several of them had beads and 
red baize of the same kind with what had been put 
on board Captain Wallis's ship, and he naturally 
concluded that they had got these from Mr. Byron. 
Hawkesw. i. In 1767 they were again measured by M« 
Bougainville, whose account differs little from that of 
Capt. Wallis. Voy. 129. To these I shall add a testimony 
of great weight. In the year 1762, Don Bernardo 
Ibagnez de Ech4varri accompanied the Marquis de 
Vaklelirios to Buenos Ayres, and reside^ there several 
.years. He is a vfey intelligent author, and his repu- 
tation for veracity unimpeached among his countrymen. 
In speaking of the country towards the southern ex- 
tremity of America, " By what Indians/* says he, " is 
it possessed? Not certainly by the fabulous Patagonians, 
who are supposed to occupy tips district. ■ I have from 
, many eye-witnesses 4 , who have lived among those Indians", 
and traded much with them, a true and accurate de- 
scription of their persons. They ,are of the sam^ stature 
with Spaniards* . I never saw one who roqp in height . 
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two* vara* and two or three inches," u e. about #o 
or 81. 532 inches English, if Echavarri makes His com- 
putation according to the vara of Madrid. This agrees 
newly with the measurement of ^ Captain Wallis. 
Reyno Jesuitico, 258* Mr. Falkner, who resided as a 
misionary forty years in the southern parts of America, 
lays, that " The Patagonians, or Puelches > are a large-* 
bodied people; but I never heard of that gigantic race 
which others have mentioned, though I have seen per- 
sons of all the different tribes of southern Indians.* 
Introd. p. 26. M» Dobrizhofler, a Jesuit, who resided 
eighufth years in Paraguay, and who had seen great 
numbers of the various tribes which inhabit the conn* 
tries situated upon the Straits of Magellan, confirms, in 
every point, the testimony of his brother missionary 
Falkner. Dobrizhofler enters into some detail with 
respect to the opinions of several authors concerning the 
stature of the Patagonians* Having mentioned the re- 
ports of some early travellers with regard to the ex-* 
traordinary size of some bones found on that coast, 
which were supposed to be human ; and having en-» 
deavoured to shew that these bones belonged to some 
large marine ^or land animal, he concludes, " De hisoe 
ossibus crede quicquid libuerit, duirihiodo, me suasore, 
Patagones pro gigantibus desinas habere*" Historia de 
Abissonibus, vol. ii. p. 19, etc- 

NOTE XXIII. V 85. 

Antonio Sanchez Ribeiro, a learned and ingenious 
physician, published *a dissertation in the yeay 1765* 
in which he endeavours to prove, that this disease was 
not introduced from America, but toqk its rise in Europe, 
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*nd was brought on by an epidemical and malignant* 
disorder* Did I chuse to enter into a disquisition on 
this subject, which I should not have mentioned, if it 
had not been intimately connected with this part of my 
inquiries, it would not be difficult to point out some ' 
mistakes with respect to the facts upon which he founds, 
as well .as some errors in the consequences which he 
draws from them. The rapid communication of this 
disease from Spain over Europe, seems, however, to 
resemble the progress transmitted by infection. The 
first mention of it is in the year i&<)5, and before the 
year 1497 it had made its appearance in most countries 
of Europe, with such alarming symptoms as rendered 
it necessary for the civil magistrate to interpose, in order 
%o check its career. — Since the publication of this work ' 

4} second edition of Dr. Sar^chez's Dissertation has been [ 

communicated to me. It contains several additional 
facts in confirmation of his opinion, which is supported 
with such plausible arguments, as render it a subject ' 
of inquiry well deserving the attention of learned 
physicians. 

NOTE XXIV. p, 88. 

. The people of Olaheite have no denomination for 
any number above two hundred, which is sufficient 
for their transactions. Voyages, by Hawkesworth, ii* 
528. 

NOTE XXV. p. 9 5. 

As the view which I have given of rude nations is 
extremely, different from that exhibited by .very xespec* 
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table authors, it may be proper to/ produce some of the 
many authorities on which I found my description* 
The manners of the savage tribes in Ameria have never 
been viewed by parsons more capable of observing them 
with discernment, than the philosophers employed by- 
France and Spain, in the year 17 35, to determine the 
figure of the earth. M. Bouguer, D. Antonio d'Utioa, 
and D. Jorge Juan, resided long among the natives of 
the least civilized provinces in Peru. M. de la Con- 
damine had not only the same advantages with them 
for observation, but, in his voyage down the Maragnon, 
he had an opportunity of inspecting the state of the 
various nations seated on its banks, in its vast course 
across the continent of South America. There is a 
wonderful resemblance in their representation of the 
character of the Americans. " They are all extremely 
indolent," says M. Bouguer, " they are stupid, they pass 
whole days sitting in the same place, without moving, 
' or speaking a single word. It is not easy to describe the 
degree of their indifference for wealth, and all its ad— 
vantages. One does not well know what motive to 
propose to them, when one would persuade them, to 
perform any service. It is vain to offer them money; 
they answer, that they are not hungry." Voyage au 
Perou, p. io2. "If one considers them as men, the 
narrowness of their understanding seems to be imcom- 
patible with the excellence of the soul. Their imbecility- 
is so visible, that one can hardly form an idea of them 
different from what one has of the brutes. Nothing dis- 
turbs the tranquillity of their souls, equally insensible to 
disasters and to prosperity. Though half-naked, they 
are as contented as a monarch in his most splendid array. 
Riches do not attract them in the smallest 'degree, and 

the 
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the authority or $gi^e$ Jo "yvhich they may aspire ard 
so little the objects of their. aqtbjition, that an Indian 
will receive with the same indigence the oiBce of a 
judge (Alfade)ior that of a hangman* if deprived of 
the former and appointed to the latter. Nothing can 
flioi^or cjiange them. Interest, has, no power over 
tiiem* and they often refuse \o perform a small service^ 
though certain of a great recompense. Fear makes no 
impression upon them,, and respect as little* Their dis-> 
positfop, is, 30 singular, that there is no. method of in-» 
fl Reaping them, no means of rousing them from that 
indifference, which is proof against all the endeavours 
of the wisest persons $ no expedient which can induce 
them to abandon that" gross ignorance, pr iay aside 
that careless negligence, which disconcert the prudence 
and : disappoint the care of, such as are attentive to 
their welfare/* Voyage d'Ulloa, torn* i. 355. 556. Of 
those singular qualities he produces many extraordinary' 
instances, p. 356 — 5fy. , " Insensibility," says M* de la 
Condamine, '* is the basis of the American character. 
I leave others. to determine, whether this should be 
dignified with the name of apathy^ or disgraced with 
that of stupidity. It arises, without doubt, from the 
small number . of their ideas, which do not extend 
beyond tjieir wants* Gluttons even to Voracity, when * 
they have wherewithal to satisfy their appetite* 
Temperate, when necessity obliges them* to such a 
degree, that they can endure want without seeming to 
desire any thing. Pusillanimous, and cowardly to excess* 
unles£Kwhen they are rendered desperate by drunkenness. * 
Averse to -labor, indifferent to every motive ofVglory, 
nonor or gratitude $ occupied entirely by the object 
that is present, and always determined by it albne, 

VOL. II* BB 
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Without any solicitude rfbotit f«urity$ inriqpable of 
for&fyUt w oFrefl^^tt^abahActtring themselves, when 
under 'no restraint, tb a ptterite jpf, which they Express 
by frisking about, tfnd imtnbderate 'fits of laughter j 
without object or design; *they £ass thei* life withont 
tbinkuig, and gtt>W ; old without ' ftdvandng ' b^oM 
childhood; Of which thejr reiaSi aft the defects l Sf 
this description were afppfi&ifrle only t*> ihe ^ndiafro 
In some provinces of Petti; ; ^rhb are slaves in every 
respect but the* name, one inJght believe, that thi 
"degree of degeneracy was occasioned by : the servile 
"dependence to which they are reduced 5 Ihe example 
ot the modern Gree'fcs being prdof how fin* servitude 
may degrade the httnian s£ecfesv But the Indians m 
the missions of th« Jesuits, and 4 the savages who still 
ehjby unimpaired" liberty, being as limited in * their 
faculties, not to stfy as stupid hs the other, one cannot 
observe, Without humiliation, that man, when aban- 
doned to simple nature, and deprived of the advantages 
Resulting from education and society, diners but httte 
from the brute creation .* Voyage de la Riv. de 
Amaz. 52, 55. M; de QiAnvalonj an intelligent and 
philosophical observer, who visited M*rtinico in 1751, 
and rfesiifed there six years, gives the fclHowing de- 
• scription of the Caraibs: " It is not the rfed colour 
bf their compaction, it is not the singularity of their 
features, ^Which constitutes the chief difference between 
them and us- ; It is their excessive simplicity^ it is the 
limited degree of their faculties. Their reason is not 
inore enlightened tor more provident than the instinct 
bf brutes. The reason ' of the most gross peasants, 
tha^of the negroes brought up in the parts of Africa 
iuost remote from intercourse with Europeans, is such, 
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that' we discover appearances of intelligence, which, 
"though imperfect, is capable of increase. But of this 
the understanding of Caraibs seems to be hardly sus- 
ceptible. If sound philosophy and religion did not 
afford us their light, if we were to deckle according 
to jhe first impression which the view of that people 
mates upon the mind, we should be disposed to believe 
that they do not belong to the same species with us. 
"Their stupid eyes are the true mirror of their souls; 
it appears to be without functions. Their indolence 
is extreme; they have never *the least solicitude about 
the moment which is to succeed that which is present.* 
Voyage k la Martinique, p. 44, 45. 5i. M. de la Borde y 
Tertre, and Rochefort, confirm this description. " The 
Characteristics of the Cdifornians," says P. Venegas, 
tc as well as of all other Indians, are stupidity and 
insensibility ; want of knowledge and reflection ; 
Inconstancy, iirfpetuosfty, and blindness of appetite; 
an excessive sloth, and abhorrence of all labor and 
fatigue; an excessive love of pleasure and amusement 
of every kind, however trifling or brutal; pusiUanimity * 
And, in fine, a most wretched want *>f every thing 
Which constitutes the real man, and renders him 
rational, inventive, tractable, and useful to himself and 
society. It is not easy for Europeans, who never were 
out of their own country, to conceive an adequate idea 
of those people : for, even in the least frequented corner^ 
of the globe, there is not a nation so stupid, of such 
contracted ideas, and so weak both in body and niind^ 
as the unhappy Califernians* Their understanding 
comprehends little more than what they see; abstract 
ideas, and much less a chain of reasoning, being far 
BB 2 
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beyond their power; so that they scarce ever improve 
their first ideas, and these are in general false, or at 
least indequate. It is in vain to represent to them any 
future advantages which will result to them from doing 
or abstaining from this or that particular immediately 
present ; the relation of means and ends being beyond 
the stretch of theii; faculties. Nor have they the least 
notion of pursuing such intentions as will procure 
themselves some future good, or guard them against 
future evils* Their will is proportional to their faculties^ 
and all their passions move in a very narrow sphere. 
Ambition they have none, and are more desirous of 
being accounted strong than valiant. The objects of 
ambition with us, honor, fame, reputation, titles, posts, 
and distinctions of superiority, are unknown among* 
them i so that this powerful spring of action, the cause 
of so much seeming good and real evil in the world,* 
has no power here. This disposition of mind, as it 
gives them up to an amazing languor. and lassitude,* 
their lives fleeting away m a perpetual inactivity and * 
detestation of labor, so it likewise induces them Xo 
be attracted by the first object which their own fancy, 
Or Che persuasion of another, places before them; 
.and at the same time renders them as prone to alter 
/ their resolutions with the same facility. They look 
with indifference upon any kindness done them 5 nor 
is even the bare remembrance of it to be expected 
from them. In a word, the unhappy mortals may be 
compared to children, in whom the developenient of 
' reason is not completed. They may indeed be called 
a nation who never arrive at manhood." Hist, of 
(Worn. Engl. Transl. i. 64. 67. Mr. Ellis gives a 
similar accountof the want of foresight and inconsiderate 
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disposition of the people adjacent to Hudson's Bay. 
Voyage, p. io4, io5. 

The incapacity of the Americans is so remarkable, 
that negroes from all ..the different provinces of 
Africa are observed to be more capable of improving 
by instruction. They acquire the knowledge of 
several particulars which the Americans cannot com- 
prehend* Hence the negroes, though . slaves, value 
themselves as a superior order of beings, and look 
down upon the Americans with contempt, as void of 
capacity and of rational discernment. UUpa Notic* 
Americ. 522, 323. 

NOTE XXVI. p. 102. 

Dobri^hoffer, the last traveller, I know, who has 
resided among any tribe of the ruder Americans, haa 
explained so fully the various reasons which have in- 
duced their women to suckle their children long, and 
never to undertake rearing such as were feeble or dis-* 
torled, and even to destroy, a considerable giumber of 
their offspring, as to throw great light on the observa- 
tions I have made, p. 72, 73. Hist, de Ahissonibus, 
vol. ii. p. 107. 221. So deeply were these ideas inv 
printed in the minds of the Americans, that the Peru-* 
vians, a civilized people, when compared with the bar- 
barous tribes, whose manners I am describing, retained 
them; and even their intercourse with the Spaniards 
has not been able to root them out. When twins arQ 
born in any family, it is still considered as an ominous 
event, and the parents have recourse to rigorous acts of 
mortification, in order to avert the calamities with which 
tbey *re threatened. When a cnild is born with any 
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deformity, they will not, if they can possibly avoid it, 
bring it to be baptised, and it is with difficulty they 
can be brought to rear it. Arriaga Extirpac de la 
IdplaU del Peru, p. 5s, 53. 

NOTE XXVIL p. 107. 

The number of the fish in the rivers of South. 
America is so extraordinary, as to merit particular 
notice. " In the Maragnon (says P. Acugna) fish are 
so plentiful, that without any art, they may lake them 
with the hands.* p. i58. " In the Orinoco (says P. 
Gumilla ), besides an infinite variety of other fish, tor- 
toise or turtle abound in such numbers, that I cannot 
find words to express . it* I doubt not but that such as 
read my account will accuse me of exaggeration : but 
I can affirm that it is as difficult to count them, as to 
count the sands on the banks of that fiver. One may 
judge of their number by the amazing consumption 
of them 5 for all the nations contiguous to the river f 
and even many who are at a distance, flock thither 
at the season of breeding, and not only find sustenance 
^during that time, but carry off great numbers both of 
the turtles and of their eggs, etc." Hist, de FOrenoque* 
ii. c. 22. p. 59. M. de la Condamine confirms their 
accounts, p. 159. 

NOTE XXVlil. p, 10& 

Piso describes two of these plants, the Cururuape % 
and the Guajana-Timbo. It is remarkable, that though 
they have this fatal effect upon fishes, they are so far 
from being noxious to the human species, that they 
&re used in medicine with success. Piso, lib. iv* c. 88+ 
Bancroftmentions another, the //ja/*ra>, & small quantity 
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of which is sufficient to inebriate all the fish to a con- 
siderable distance, so that in a few minutes they float 
motionless on the surface of Ihe water, and are laken 
With ease. Nat. Hist, of Guiana, p. 106* , 



NOTE XXIX* p. 111. 

Remarkable instances occur of the calamities whiphfc 
rude nations suffer by famine. Alvar Nugnez Cabec* 
de Vaca, one . of the most gallant and virtuous of the 
Spanish adventurers, resided almost nine years among 
the savages pf Florida. They were unacquainted with 
every species of agriculture. Their subsistence was 
poor and precarious. " They live chiefly (say$ he) 
upon foots of different plants, which they procure with 
great difficulty, wandering from place to place hi search, 
of them. Sometimes they kill game, sometimes they 
catch fish ; but in such small quantities, that their hunger 
is so extreme as compels them to eat spiders, the egg* 
of anls, worms, lizards, serpents^ a kind of unctuous 
earth, and I am persuaded, that if in this country theiv 
were any stones, 'they would swallow these. They 
preserve the bones of fehes and serpents^ which they 
grind into powder, and eat. iThe only season when 
they do not suffer much from famine, is when a pertain^ 
fruit, which he tails Tunas, is ripe* This is the sam^ 
with the Opunticiy or prickly pear, of a reddish aiujt 
yellow color, with a sweet insipid taste. They are 
sometimes obliged to travel far from their usual place- 
of residence, in order to find them." ^Naufragias^ 
c. xviii. p. 20, 21, 22. In another place, he observes, 
that they arj frequently reduced to pass two or tjjree 
days without food, c. xxiv. p.. 2jv ' 
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NOTE XXX, p. 115. 

M. Fermin has given an accurate description of the 
two species of manioc, with an account of its culture, 
to which he has added «pme experiment?, in order to _ j 
' ascertain the poisonous qualities pf the jujce extracted 
from that species which he calls the bitter cassava, 
Among the Spaniards, it is known by the name of 
Yuca fyrava. Descr. de Surin. torn, 1. p. 66. 

NOTE XXXI, p, nfc 

The plantain is found in Asia and Africa, as well 
as in America. Oviedo contends, that it i^ not an 
indigenous plant of the New World, bu{ was intro-i 
duced into the island of Hispaniola, in the year iSi^ 
by father Thomas de Berlanga, and that he transplanted 
it from the Canary Islands, whither the original slips 
had been brought from ihe East Indies. Oviedo,; 
lib. viii. c. 1. But the opinion of Acdsta and othev 
naturalists, who reckon it an American plant, seems to 
be better founded. Aposta Hifc. Nat. lib. iv. 21. It 
was cultivated by rude tribes in America, who had 
little intercourse with the Spaniards, and who were 
destitute of that ingenuity, which disposes men to bor- 
row what is useful from foreign nations. Guinil. iii. 186* 
.Wflfer's Voyage, p. 87. ' 

note; xxxii, p. i\e % 

It is remarkable, that Acosta, one of the most acc& 
f$te «md b^t-jm^rme4 writers ewcenjing tfce Wesk 
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Indies, affirms, that maize, though cultivated m the 
continent, was- not known, in the islands, the inhabitants 
of which had none but cassada bread. Hist., Nat,' 
lib. iv. c. 16. But P. Martyr, in the first book of his 
first Decad, which was written in the year i4g5, upon ' 
the return of Columbus from his first voyage, expressly 
mentions make as a plant which the islanders cultivated, 
and of which they made bread, p. 7. Gomara likewise 
asserts, that they were acquainted with the culture of 
maize* Histor. Gener. cap. 28. Oviedo describes maize 
without any intimation of its being a plant that wa* 
not natural to Hispaniola. Lib, vii. c< i« 

NOTE XXXIIL p. 123. 

New Holland, a country which formerly was only 
known, has lately been visited by intelligent observers. 
It lies in a region of the globe where it must enjoy a 
very favorable climate, as it stretches from the iotfy 
to the 58th degree of northern latitude. It is of great 
extent, and from its square form must be much more 
than equal to all Europe. The people who inhabit the 
various parts of it appear to be of one race. They are 
evidently ruder than most of the Americans, and have 
made still less progress in improvement and the arts of 
life. There is not the least appearance of cultivation in 
any part of this vast region. The inhabitants are ex- 
tremely few, so that the country appears almost desolate. 
Their tribes ate still more inconsiderable than those of ( 
America. They depend for subsistence, almost entirely, 
on fishing. They do not settle in one place, but roam 
about in quest of food. Both sexes go stark-naked. 
Tteir habitations, utensils, etc. are more simple and rude 
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than tfcose of the Americans, Voyages, by Hawkes- 
worth, iik 632, etc. This, perhaps, is the country 
where man has been discovered in the earliest stage o£ 
bis progress, and it exhibits a miserable .specimen of 
'his condition and powers in that uncultivated stale. If 
this country shall be more fully explored by future 
navigators, the comparison, of the manners of its inha-r 
bitants with those of the Americans, will prove an inr- 
^tractive article in the history of the human species. 

NOTE XXXIV. p. 124. 

P. Gabriel Marest, who travelled from, his station 
among the Illinois to AJachillimakinac, thus describes 
the face of the country. " We have marched twelve 
days without meeting a single human creature. Some- 
times* we found ourselves in vast meadows, of which 
we could not see the boundaries, through which there 
flowed many brooks and rivers, but without any path 
to conduct us. Sometimes we were obliged to open a 
passage across thick forests, through busies, and un- 
derwood filled with briars and thorns. Sometimes we 
had to pass through deep marshes, in which we sunk 
up to the middle. After being fatigued through the 
day, we had the earth for our bed, or a few leaves, 
exposed to the wind, the rain, and all the injuries of 
the air." Lettr. Echfiantee, iL 36o* Dr. BrickeU, in 
an excursion from North Carolina towards the mourh 
tains, A. D. i73o, travelled fifteen days without meet- 
ing with a human creature. Nat. Hist, of North 
Carolina, 389. Diego de Ordas, in attempting to make 
a settlement in South America, A. IX 1 532, inarched 
fifty days though a country without one inMh ilant'. 
Herrera, dec, 5# UK u c* xu. 
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NOTE XXXV. p. is5* 

I strongly suspect that a community of goods, and 
an undivided stone, are known only among the rudest 
tribes c€ hunters 5 and that as soon as any species of 
agriculture or regular industry is known, the idea of 
an exclusive right of property to the fruits of them is 
introduced. I am confirmed in this opinion by accounts, 
which I have received concerning the state of property 
among the Indians in very different regions, of America. 
" The idea of the natives of Brasil concerning properly 
is, that if any person cultivate a field, he alone ought 
to enjoy the produce of it, and no other has a title to 
pretend to it. If an individual or family go a-hunling 
or fishing, what is caught belongs to the individual or 
to the family, and they communicate no part of it to 
feny -but to their cazique,. or to such of their kindred 
as happen to be indisposed. If any person in the village 
come to their hut, he may sit down freely, and eat 
without asking liberty* But thia is tlie consequence of 
their general principle of hospitality; for I never ob-r 
served any partition of the increase of their fields, or the 
produce of the chace, which I could consider as the 
result of any idea concerning a community of goods. 
On the contrary, they are so much attached to what 
they deem to be tfyeir property, that it would be ex- 
tremely dangerous to encroach upon it; As far as I 
h^ve seen, or caiHearn, there is not one tribe of Indians 
in South America, among whom that community of 
goods which has been so highly extolled is known. 
The circumstance in the government of the Jesuits, 
most irksome to the Indians of Paraguay, was the comr 
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mnnity of goods which those fathers introduced. T*hi» 
was repugnant to the original ideas of the Indiana* 
They were acquainted with the lights of private ex- 
clusive property, and they submitted with impatience 
to regulations which destroyed them.? M. le Chevat 
de Pinto, MS. penes me. " Actual possession f says a 
missionary who resided several years among the Indian* ■ 
of the Five Nations ) gives a right to the soil, but when- 
ever a possessor sees fit to quit it, another has as good 
right to take it as he who left it This law, or custom, 
respects not only the particular spot on which he erect* 
his house, but also his planting-ground. If a man has 
prepared a particular spot of ground, on which he de- 
signs in future to build or plant, no man has a right 
to incommode him, much less to the fruit of his labours, 
until it appears that he voluntarily gives up his views. 
But I never heard of any formal conveyance fi'om one 
Indian to another in their natural state. The limits of 
every canton are circumscribed 5 that is, they are allowed 
to hunt as far as such a river on this hand, and such 
a mountain on the other. This area is occupied and 
improved by individuals and their families* Individuals, 
not the community, have the uste and profit of their 
c§m labors, or success in hunting." MS, of vMrv 
Gidgon Hawley, penes me. 

NOTE XXXVI. p. 4 127. 

This difference of temper between the Americans and • 
negroes is so remarkable, that it is a proverbial saying 
in the French islands, " Regarder un sauvage de travers, 
c'est le battre; lebattre, c'est le tuer* battre un jiegre, 
c'est le nourrir*" Terlre, ii. 4go, 
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NOTE XXXVII. p. 128* 

The description of the political state of the people of 
Cinaloa perfectly resembles that of the inhabitants of 
North America. " IChey hare neither laws nor kings 
(says a missionary who resided long among them) to 
punish any crime. Nor is there among them any species 
of authority, or political government) to restrain them in 
any part of their conduct. It is true, that they acknow- 
ledge certain Caziques, who are heads of their families 
or villages, but their authority appears chiefly in war, and 
the expeditions against their enemies. This authority 
the Caziques obtain not by hereditary right, but by 
their valor in war, or by the power and number of 
their families and relations. Sometimes they owe their 
pre-eminence to their eloquence in displaying their own 
exploits." Ribas JHistor. de las Triumph, etc. p. "i 1 . 
The state of the Chiquitos in South America is nearly 
the same. " They have no regular form of government, 
or civil life, but in matters of .public concern they listen 
to the advice of then* old men, and usually follow it. 
The dignity of Cazique is not hereditary, but conferred 
according to merit, as the reward of, valor in war. 
The union among them is imperfect. Their society 
resembles a republic without any head, in which every 
man is master of himself, and upon, the least disgust, 
sepa*a|es from those with whom lie seemed to be con- 
nected/' Relacion Historical de las Missiones de los 
Chiquitos, por P. Juan Patr. Fernandez, p. 32, 35. 
Thus, under very different climates, when nations are 
in a. similar stale of society, their institutions and civil 
government assume the same form. 
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NOTE XXXVIIL p. i45. 

€C I have known the Indians (says a person well 
acquainted with their mode of life) to go a thousand 
miles for the purpose of revenge, in pathless woods/ 
over hills and mountains, though huge pone-ewamps, 
exposed to the extremities of heat and<told,.thevicis~ 
s£t*de of eeaaossy to hunger and thirst. Such is their 
<**ei>boiling revcnge&l temper, thai they utterly 
contemn aU those things as imaginary &£&&> if they 
are M happy as to get the scalp of the murderer, or 
etanry, to satisfy the craving ghoaU of their deceased 
relations." Adair's Hist, of Anaer. Indians, p. i5o* 

NOTE XXXIX. p. i45i 

. in the account of the great "war hefttteeti the Al~ 
gonqoins a*d fabqnoig, the atehierements of Piskaiet, 
fk fmmtm ^iiief of the Algonquin*, performed mostly 
by iHmsdf abator with.oneor two companions, make 
a capital figure* De la ftitherie, u 297, ete. * CoMen y s , 
Hist. rfRte Nations, *«5, etc* 

NbTEXL. p. i48. 

T$& life of an unfortunate kadarfe often &i danger, 
and heis ajhwrys degraded from the rank which he had 
acquired fry his foraaer exploits* Adair, p. 588. 

" NOTEXLL p. i48. 

As the ideas of the North Americans, w&b.igespeci 
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to the m6d# of carrying on war, are generally Known, 
I have founded my* observations chiefly upon the testi- 
mony of the' authors who decribe them. But the 
'same m^ximS'took place among other nations in the 
j New Wcftld. A judidious missionary has jgiven a view 
of the mihtaty dpeirations of thri ^ptople in Gi*an Chaco, 
in* South Ateerica, perfectly similar to those of the 
-Iroquois. u They are much hd&cted to war (says he), 
'ifrhich 1 thejr carry on frequently ' among themselves, 
•but perpetually against the S£to5ards. But they may 
^ther be called thieves than soldiers, for they never 
make head against the Sjmniards, unless when they 
can assault theni by stealth, or have guarded against 
any mischance by spies, who may be caHedindefetigable 5 
thay will Vatch thfe settlements 6f the Spaniards for 
one, two, prthree years, observing by night every thing 
that piasses with the utmdst solicitude, whether they may 
'expect resistance or not, and until the^ are perfectly 
secure of the event, they will not venture upon ah 
attack; so that when they do give the assault, they 
are certain* of success, and free from all danger. These 
spies, in order that they may not be observed, will creep 
on 'all-four like cats in the night; but if they are 
discovered, make their escape with much dexterity. 
But, although they ifever choose to feee the Spaniards, 
if they be surrounded in any phtee whence they cannot 
escape, they will fight with desperate valor, and sell 
their lives very dear." Lozano Descrip. del Gran 
Chaco* p. 78. 

NOTE XLII. p. i5o. 

/ 
Lery, who was an eye-witness of the proceedings 
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of the Toupinambos, a Brasilian tribe, in a war against 
a powerful nation of their enemies, describes their 
courage and ferocity in very striking terms* Ego cum 
GaUo altero, paulo curiosius, magno nostro periculo 
.(sienimabhoetibuscaptiaut lesi fuissemus, devorationi 
fuissemu* devoti), barbaros nostras in militkm euntes 
comitari volui. Hi, numero 4ooo capita, cum hostibus 
ad littus decert&runt, tanta ferocitate, ut yd rabidos et 
furiosos quosque superarent* Cum primnm hosteBcon- 
spexere, in magnos atque editos ululatus perruperunU 
Haec gens adeo fera est et truculenta, ut tantisper dum 
virium vel tantillum restat, continuo dimicent, fugamque 
nunquam capessaht*;Quod a natura illis inditum esse 
reor* Testor interea me, qui non semel, turn peditum 
turn equitum copias, ingentes, in acieni instructas hie 
conspexi, tanta nunquam voluptate videndis peditum 
legionibus armis fulgentibus, quanta turn pugnantibus 
istis percussum fuisse. Lery Hist* NavigaL in Brasil« ap# 
de Bry, iii. 207, 208, 209. 

NOTE XLHL p. i5i, • 



• It was originally the practice of the Americans, as 
. well as of other savage nations, to cut off the heads of 
, the* enemies whom they slew, and to carry them away ; 
.as. trophies* But, as they found these cumbersome in £ 
..their retreat, which they always make very rapidly, ■? 
and often through a vast extent of country, they { 
became satisfied with tearing off their, scalps. Th* £ 
custom, though most prevalent in North America, [I 
was not unknown among the Southern tribes* Le- 
«ano, p. 79. 

V NOTE 
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NOTE XLIV. p. i5 7 . 

The terras of the war-song seem to be dictated 
by the same fierce spirit of revenge. " I go to war 
to revenge the death of my brothers 5 I shall kill; I 
shall Exterminate; I shall burn my enemies; I shall 
bring away slaves ; I shall devour their heart, dry their 
flesh, drink their blood; I shall tear off their scalps, 
and make cups of their skulls." Bossu's Travels through 
Louisiana, vol. i. p. 102. lam informed, by persons 
on whose testimony I can rely! that as the number of 
people in the Indian tribes has decreased so much, 
almost none of their prisoners are flow put to death. 
It is considered as better policy to spare and to adopt 
them. Those dreadful scenes which I have described 
occur now so rarely, that missionaries and traders who 
have resided long among the Indians, never were wit- 
nesses to them* 

NOTEXLV. p. i5f. 

All the travellers who have visited the most uncivilized 
of the American tribes, agree in this. It is confirmed 
by two remarkable circumstances, which occurred in the 
conquest of different provinces. In the expedition of 
Narvaez into Florida in the year i528, the Spaniards 
were reduced to such extreme distress by famine, that, 
in ord;er to preserve their own lives, they eat such of their 
companions as happened to die. This appeared so 
shocking to the natives, who were accustomed to devour 
none Jbut prisoners, that infilled them with horror and 
indignation against the Spaniards. Torquemada Monarchy 

VOL. II* cc 
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Ind. ii. p. 584. Naufragios de Alv. Nugnez Cabeca de 
Vaca, c. xiv. p. i5. During the siege of Mexico, though 
the Mexicans devoured with greediness the Spaniards 
and TTascalans, whom they took prisoners, the utmost 
rigor of the fiunine which they suffered could not 
induce them to touch the dead bodies of their own 
countrymen. Bern. Diaz, del Castillo Conquist. de la 
N. Espagna, p. i56. 
• 

NOTE XLVI. p. i5 9 . 

Many singular circumstances concerning the treatment 
of prisoners among the people of Brasil, are contained in 
the narrative of Stadius, a German officer in the service 
of the Portuguese, published in the year i556. He was 
taken prisoner by the Toupinambos y and remained 
in captivity nine years. He was often present at those 
horrid festivals which he describes, and was destined 
himself to the same cruel fate with other prisoners*. 
* But he saved his life by extraordinary efforts of courage 
and address. De Bry, iii. p. 54, etc. M. De Lery» 
who accompanied M. De Villagagnonin his expedition 
to Brasil, in the year i556, and who resided some 
time in that country, agrees with Stadius in every 
circumstance of importance. He was frequently an. 
eye-witness of the manner in which the Brasilians 
treated their prisoners. De Bry, iii. 210. Several striking 
particulars omitted by them, are mentioned by 3 
Portuguese author. Purch. Pilgr. iv. 1294, etc. 

NOTE XLVH. p. i65. 
Though I have followed that opinion concerning the 
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apathy of the AmericaA, which appeared to me most 
rational, and supported by the authority of the most 
respectable authors, other theories have been formed 
wilh regard to it, by writers of great eminence* D. Ant. 
Ulloa, in a late work, contends, that the texture of 
the/ skin and bodily habit of the Americans is such, 
that they are less sensible of pain than the rest of 
mankind. He produces several proofs of this, from 
the manner in which they endure the most cruel 
chirurgical operations, etc. Noticias Americanas, 
p. 5i3, 5i4. The sainp observation has been made 
by surgeons in JBrasil. An Indian, they say, never 
Complains under pain, and will bear the % amputation 
of a leg or arm without uttering a single groan, 
MS. penes me. 

NOTE XLVIIL p. i65. 

This is an idea natural to all rude nations. Among 
the Romans, in the early periods of their common- ' 

wealth, it was a maxim that a prisoner, " turn decessisse 
videtur cum captus est." Digest, lib. xlix. tit. i5. c. 18. 
And afterwards, when the progress of refinement 
rendered them more indulgent with respect to this » 
article, they were obliged to employ two fictions of 
law to secure the property, and permit the return 
of a captive, the one by the Lex Cornelia, and the 
other by the Jus Postliminii, Heinec. Elem. Jur. Civ. 
sec. ord. Pand. ii. p. 29^. Among the negroes the 
same ideas prevail. No ransom was ever accepted for 
a prisoner. As soon as one is taken in war, he is 
, reputed to be dead 5 and he is so in effect to his 

cg a 
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country and his family. Voy. du GhevaL des Marchak, 
i. p. 56o> 

NOTE XLIX. p. 167. 

The peopkof Chili, the most gallant and high-spirited 
of all the Americans, are the only exception to this 
observation. They attach their enemies in the open 
field; their troops are ranged in regular order; these 
battalions advance to the charge not only with courage^ 
bat with discipline. The North Americans, though 
many of them have substituted the European fire-arms 
in place of their own bows and arrows, still adhere to 
their ancient maxims of war, and carry it on according to 
their own peculiar system. But the Chilese nearly 
resemble the warlike nations of Europe and Asia in their 
military operations. Ovalle's Relation of Chili. Church. 
Coll. iii. p. 71. Lozano's Hist Parag. i. i44, i45. 

NOTE L. p. 170. 

Herrera gives a remarkable proof of this. In Yucatan, 
the men are so solicitous about their dress, that they carry 
about with them mirrors, probably made of stone, 
like those of the Mexicans, Dec. iv. lib. iii. c. 8. in 
which they delight to view themselves; but the women 
never use them. Dec. iv. lib. x. c 3. He takes notice 
that among the fierce tribe of the Panches, in the nevf 
kingdom of Granada, none but distinguished warriors 
were permitted either to pietce their lips and to wear 
green stones in them, or to adorn their heads with 
plumes of feathers. Dec. vii. ix. c. 4. In some provinces 
tf Tferui though that empire had made considerate 
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progress in civilization, the state of women was Ktde 
improved. All the toil of cultivation and domestic work 
was devolved upon them, and they were not permitted to 
wear bracelets, or other ornaments, with which the 
men were fond of decking themselves. Zarate Hist* 
de Peru, i. p, i5, x<J. 

NOTE LI. p. 171. 

I have ventured to call this mode of anointing and 
yamting their bodies, the dress of the Americans* This 
is agreeable to their own idiom. As they never stir 
abroad if they are not completely anointed, they excuse 
themselves when m this situation, by saying, that they 
cannot appear because they are naked* Gumilla Hist, de 
l'Orenoque, u i§i. 

NOTE LII. p. 172. 

Some tribes in the province of Cinaloa, on the gulf 
of California, seem to be among the rudest people of 
America united in the social state. They neither cultivate 
.nor sow; they have no houses in which they reside. 
Those in the inland country subsist by hunting ; those 
on the seacoast chiefly by fishing.. Both depend upon 
the spontaneous productions df the earth, fruits, plants, 
and roots of various kinds. In the rainy season, as titay 
have no habitations to afford them shelter; they gather 
bundles of reeds, or strong grass, a&d binding them 
together at one end, they open them at the other, and 
fitting them to their heads, they are covered as with a 
large cap, which Uke a penthouse throws off the rain,. 
>nd will keep them dry for several hours* During 
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the warm season, they form a shed with the branches of 
trees, which protects them from the sultry rays of 
the sun. When exposed to cold they make large 
fires, round which they sleep in the open air. Historia 
de los Triumphos de Nuestra Santa F£ entre Gentes 
las mas barbaras, etc. por P. And. Perez de Ribas» 
p. 7, etc. 

NOTE Lffl. p. i 7 4. 

These houses resemble barns. " We have measured 
some which were a hundred and fifty paces long, and 
twenty paces broad. Above a hundred persons resided 
in some of them." Wilson's account of Guiana. Purch. 
Pilgr. vol. iv. p. 1265. Ibid. 1291. "The Indian 
houses/' says Mr. Barrere, " have a most wretched 
appearance, and are a striking image of the rudeness of 
early times. Their huts are commonly built on some 
rising ground, or on the banks of a river, huddled some- 
times together, sometimes straggling, and always 
without any order. Their aspect is melancholy and 
disagreeable. One sees nothing but what is hideous 
and savage. The uncultivated fields h^ve no gaiely % 
The silence which reigns there, unless when interrupted 
by the disagreeable noles of birds, or cries of wildbeaste> 
is extremely dismal." Rdat. de la France Equin. p* 
a46. 

NOTE LIV. p. 176. 

Some tribes in South America can send their arrows 
to a great distance, and with considerable force, without 
the aid of the bow. They mgke use of a hollow ree^ 
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about nine feet long, and a^ inch thipk which is called 
a Sarbacane. In it they lodge a small arrow, with 
some unspun cotton wound about its great end; this 
confines the air,, so that they can blqw it with astonish* 
ing rapidity,, and a sure ahn, to the distance of above 
a hundred paces,. These small arrows are always poi-7 
soned* Fermin. Descr. de Surin. i. 55. Bancroft^ 
Hist, of Guiana, p.. aSi, etc. The Sarbac^ne ip much 
used in some parts of the East Indies. , rr 

NOTE LV. p. 176. 

I might produce many Instances of this, but shall 
satisfy myself with one, taken from the Esjdmaux^ 
" Then* greatest ingenuity ( says Mr. Ellis ) is shewn 
in the structure of their bows, made commonly of .three 
pieces of wood, each making part of the same &rch 3 
very nicely and exactly joined tqgether. They are com* 
monly of fir or larch $ and as this wants strength and 
and elasticity, they supply both by bracing tie back of 
the bow with a kjnd of thread, or line, made of the 
sinews of their deer, and the bow-string of the same 
.materials. To make them,dr^w more stiffly, theydif 
them into water, which causes both; the bapk of the 
bow and the string to contract, and consequently gives 
it the^reater force 5 and as they practise from their 
youth, they shoot with very great dexterity." Voyage 
to Hudson's Bay, p. i$§. 

NOTE LTI. p. 177, 

Necessity is the great prompter and guide of man- 
kind in their inventions* There is, however, such ine*- 
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qtial^io96n^p«rtBoftbebpnogr«^«n4»omeiutk»s 
get so far the start of others in circumstance* nearly 
similar, that we murt ascribe this to some events in their 
story, or to some peculiarity in their situation wilb 
Which we are unacquainted. The people in the island 
of Otaheite, lately discovered in the South Sea, far excel 
most of the Americans in the knowledge and practice 
of the arts of ingenuity, and yet they had not invented 
any method of boiling water; and having no vea^L thai 
would bear the fire, they had no more idea that water 
could be made hot, than that it could be made solid. 
.Voyages by Hawkesworth, u 466* 484* 

NOTE LVII. p. 178. 

One of these boats, which could carry mm men, 
Weighed only sixty pounds. Gosnoh Relat. des Voy* 
A la Virgin. Rec. de Voy. an Nord, loan. v. p. 4e5. 

NOTE LVHL p. 180. 

A remarkable proof of this is produced by Uftosu 
In weaving hammocks, coverlets, and the other coarse 
eloaths, which they are accustomed to raamdacture, 
their industry has discovered no more expeditions 
method, than to take up thread after thread, a^afier 
counting and sorting them each time, to pass the woof 
between them; so that in finishing a smajB piece of those 
stuffs, they frequently spend more than two years. 
Voyage, 1. 536. Bancroft gives the same description 
of the Indians of Guiana, p. 255. According to Adair, 
the ingenuity and dispatch of the North American In- 
dians are not greater, p. 4m» From one of die 
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gravuigs of the Mexican paintings in Purchas. toI. ni. 
p. 1 106. I think it probable that the people of Mexico 
were unacquainted with any better or more expeditious 
Ynode of weaving. A loom was an invention beyond 
Che ingenuity of the 'most improved Americans. In 
tell their works they advance so slowly, that one of their 
artists is two months at a tobacco-pipe with his knife 
before he finishes it. Adair, p.* 423. 

NOTE LIX. p. i83. 

The article of religion in P. Lafitau's Mceurs des 
Sauvages, extends to 3^7 tedious pages in quarto. 

NOTE LX. p. i$5. 

I have referred the reader to several of the authors 
who describe the most uncivilized nations in America. 
'Their testimony i* uniform* That of P. Ritas con- 
cerning the people of Cmaloa, coincides with the rest. 
xc I was extremely attentive (says he), during the years 
I resided among them, to ascertain whether they were 
to be iconsidered as idolaters; and it may be affirmed 
with the most perfect exactness, that though among 
eome of them there maybe traces of idolatry, yet others 
have not the least knowledge of God, or even of any 
false deity, nor pay any formal adoration to the Su- 
preme Being, who exercises dominion .ever the world ; 
nor have thfcy any conception of the providence of a 
creator or governor, from whom they expect in the 
next life the reward of their good, or the punishment 
of their evil deeds. Neither do they publicly join in 
any act of iivine worship. " Riba$ Triumphos, etc* 
p. 16. 
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NOTELXL p. 186. 

The people of Brasil were so much affrighted* by 
thunder, which is frequent and&wfolin their country, 
a* well as in other parts of the torrid zone, that it was 
not only the object of religious reverence, but the most 
expressive name in their language for the Deity, was 
Toupariy the same by which they distinguished thunder* 
Piso de Medec* Brasil, p. 8* Nieuhoff. Church. Coll* 
ii. p. i32. 

NOTE LXIL p. i 9 5. 

By the account which M. Dumont, an eye-witness, 
gives of the funeral of the great chief of the Natchez, 
it appears, that the feelings of the persons who suffered 
on that occasion were very different Some solicited 
the honor with eagerness 5 others labored to avoid 
their doom, and several saved their lives by flying to 
the woods. As the Indian Bramins give an intoxicating 
draught to the women, ^fho are to be burnt together ; 
with the bodies of their husbands, which renders them .' 
insensible of their approaching fate, the Natchez obliged 
their victims to swallow several large pills of tobacco, j 
which produce a similar effect* Mem de Louis, i. 227% '■ 

NOTE LXin. p. 2o4. 



On some occasions, particularly in dances instituted i- 
for the recovery of persons who are indisposed, they &. 
are extremely licentious and indecent; De la Potherie ■" 
HisU etc. ii. p* 4a. Charlev. N. Fr. iii. p. "Sijj, Bat 
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the nature of their dances is commonly such as I hare 
described. 

NOTE LXIV. p. 206. 

The Othomacoas, a tribe seated on the banks of the 
Orinoco, employ for the same purpose a composition, 
which they call Yupa. It is formed of the seeds of 
v an unknown plant, reduced to powder, and certain 
shells burnt and pulverised. The effects of this when 
drawn up into the nostrils are so violent, that they 
resemble madness rather than intoxication* Gumilla, 
i. 286. 

NOTE LXV. p. 910.' 

Though this observation holds true among the 
greater part of the southern tribes, there are some in 
which the intemperance of the women is as excessive 
as that of the men. Bancroft^ Nat. Hist, of Guiana, 
p. 275, 

NOTE LXVI. p. 2i5. 

Even in the most intelligent writers concerning the N 
manners of the Americans, one meets with inconsistent 
and inexplicable circumstances. The Jesuit Charlevoix, 
who, in consequence of the controversy between his 
order and that of the Franciscans, with respect to the 
talents and abilities of the North Americans, is disposed 
to represent their intellectual as well as moral qualities in 
the most favorable light, asserts, that they are engaged 
in "continual negotiations with their neighbours, and 
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conduct these with the most refined address. At the sain? | 
time he adds, " that it behoves their envoys of 
plenipotentiaries to exert their abilities and eloquence? I 
for if the terms which they oiler are not accepted oL \ 
they had need to stand on their guard. It frequently 
happens, that a Mow with a hatchet is the only return 
given to their propositions. The envoy is not out of 
danger even if he is so fortunate as to avoid the stroke, 
he may expect to be pursued, and if taken, to he burnt. * 
Hist. N. Fr. tiu a5i. What occurs, vol. iL p. s84. 
concerning the manner in which the Tlascalans treated 
the ambassadors from Zempoalla, corresponds with the 
fact related by Charlevoix* Men capable of such acts 
of violence, seem to be unacquainted with the first 
principles upon which the intercourse between nations 
is founded; and instead of the perpetual negocktion^ 
which Charlevoix mentions, it seems almost impossible 
that there should be any correspondence whatever 
among them. 



NOTELXVILp. 218. 

It is a remark of Tacitus concerning the Germans^ 
" Gaudent muneribus, sed nee data imputant, nee 
•cceptis obligantur." C. 91* An author who had a good 
opportunity of observing the principle which lead* | 
savages neither to express gratitude for favors whkh I 
they had received, nor to expect any return for audi ' 
as they bestowed, thus explains their ideas : " If, say 
*b«y> you give me this, it is because yon. have no need | 
of it yourself^ and as for me, I never part with that 
which I think necessary to me/* Memoir sur leGahbis; 
Hist, des Plantes de la Guiane Fran$oise par M. Aobta. 
torn* ii. p. no. 
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NOTELXVULp. 253. 

And* Bernaldes, the* contemporary and friend of 
Columbus, has preserved some circumstances concerning, 
the bravery of the Caribbees, which are not mentioned 
by Don Ferdinand Columbus, or the other historians 
of that period, whose works have been published* A 
Carribbean canoe, with four men, two women, and a 
boy, fell in unexpectedly with the fleet of Columbus 
in his second voyage, as it was steering through their 
islands. At first they were struck almost stupid with 
astonishment at such a strange spectacle, and hardly 
moved from the spot for above an hour. A Spanish 
bark, with twenty-five men, advanced towards them, 
and the fleet gradually surrounded them, so as to cut 
off their communication with the shore. " When 
they saw that it was impossible to escape (says the 
historian), they seized their arms with undaunted 
resolution, and began the attack. I use the expression, 
with, undaunted resolution, for they were few, and. 
beheld a vast number ready to assault them. They 
wounded several of the Spaniards, although they had 
targets, as well as other defensive armour; and even 
after their canoe was overset, it was with no little 
difficulty and danger that part of then! were taken, 
as they continued to defend themselves, and to use their 
bows with great dexterity while swimming in the sea.* 
Hist, de D. Fern, y Ysab. MSS. c. 119. 

NOTE LXIX. p. 254. 
A probable conjecture may be formed with respect 
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to the cause of the distinction in character between 
the Caribbees and the inhabitants of the larger islands. 
The former appear manifestly to be a separate race. 
Their language is totally different from that of their 
neighbours in the large islands. They themselves have 
a tradition, that their ancestors came originally from 
\ some part of the continent, and having conquered and 

exterminated the ancient inhabitants, took possession 
of their lands, and of their women. Rochefort, 384. 
Tertre, 56o. Hence they call themselves Banaree, which 
signifies a man come from beyond sea. Labat. vi. i5i. 
Accordingly, the Caribbees still use two distinct languages, 
one peculiar to the men, and the other to the women. 
Tertre, 56 1. The language of the men has nothing 
common with that spoken in the large islands. The * 
dialect of the women considerably resembles it. Labat. 
129. This strongly confirms the tradition which I 
have mentioned. The Caribbees themselves imagine, 
that they were a colony from the Galibis, a powerful 
nation of Guiana/ in South America. Tertre, 56i. 
Rochefort, 548. But, as their fierce manners approach 
nearer to those of the people in the northern continent, 
than to those of the natives of South America ; and as 
their language has likewise some affinity to that spoken 
in Florida, their origin should be deduced rather from 
the former than from the latter. Labat, 128, etc 
Herrera, dec. i. lib. ix. c. 4. In their wars, they still 
observe their ancient practice of destroying all the 
males and preserving the women either for servitude 
or for breeding* 
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NOTE LXX. p. 255. 

Our knowledge of the events which happened in 
the conquest of New Spain, is derived from sources of 
information more original and authentic than that of 
any transaction in the history of America. The letters 
of Cortes to the Emperor Charles V. are an historical 
monument, not only first in order of time, but of the 
greatest authenticity and value. As Cortes early as- 
sumed a command independent of Velasquez, it became 
necessary to convey such an account of his operations 
to Madrid, as might procure him the approbation of his 
sovereign. 

The first of his dispatches has never been made 
public. It was sent from Vera Cruz, July 16th, i5ig. 
As I imagined that it might not reach the Emperor, 
until he arrived in Germany, fw which he set out 
early in the year i52o, in order to receive the Imperial 
crown 5 I made diligent search for a copy of this dis- 
patch, both in Spain and in Germany, but without 
success. This, however, is of less consequence, as it 
could not contain any thing very material, being writ- 
ten so soon after Cortes arrived in New Spain. But, 
in searching for the letter from Cortes, a copy of one 
from the colony of Vera-Cruz to the emperor has 
been discovered in the Imperial library at Vienna. Of 
this I have given some account in its proper place, 
p. 276 of this volume. The second dispatch, dated 
October 3oth, i52o, was published at Seville, A. D. 
i522, and the third and fourth soon after they were 
received. A Latin translation of them appeared in 
Germany, A. D. i552. Ramusio soon after made 
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them more generally known, by inserting them in his 
raluable collection. They contain a regular and mi- 
nute history of the expedition, with many curious 
particulars concerning the policy and manners of the 
Mexicans. The work does honor to Cortes; the 
style is sh*ple and perspicuous $ but as it was mani- 
fistty his interest to represent his own actions in the 
fairest light, his victories are probably exaggerated, 
his losses diminished, and his acts of rigor and violence 
softened. 

The next in order is the Cronica de la Nnera 
Espagna, by Francisco Lopez de Gomara, published 
A. D. i554. Gomara's historical merit is considerable* 
His mode of narration is clear, flowing, always agree* 
able, and sometimes elegant. But he is frequently in-* 
accurate and credulous $ and as he was the domestic 
chaplain of Cortes after Ins return from New Spain, 
and probably composed his work at his desire, it is 
manifest that he labors to magnify the merit of his 
hero, and to conceal or extenuate suci transactions 
as were unfavorable to his character. Of this Herrera 
accuses him in one instance, Dec. ii. lib. iii. c. *• and 
it is not once only that this is conspicuous* He writes, 
however, with so much freedom concerning several 
measures of the Spanish court, that the copies both 
of hjs Historia de las Indias, and of his Cronica, were 
called in by a decree of the council of the Indies, and 
they were long considered as prohibited books in Spain? 
it is only of late that licence to print them has been 
• granted. Knelo ffibhoth. 589. 

The Chronicle of Gomara induced Bernal Diaz de! 
Castillo to compose Iris Historfa Verdadera de \a 
Conquista de la Nueva Espagna. He had been *» 

adventurer 
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adventurer in each of the expeditions to New Spaing 
and was the companion of Cortes in all his battles and 
perils. When l^e found that neither he himself, nor 
many of his fellow-soldiers, were once mentioned by 
Gomara, but that the fame of all their exploits was 
ascribed to Cortes ; the gallant veteran laid hold of his 
pen with indignation, and composed his true history. 
In contains a prolix, minute, confused narrative of all 
Cortes's operations, in such a rude vulgar style as 
might be expected from an illiterate soldier. But as he 
relates transactions of which he was witness, and in 
which he performed a considerable part, his account 
bears all the marks of authenticity, and is accompanied 
with such a pleasant naivete ; , with such interesting 
details, with such amusing vanity, and yet so pardonr 
able in an old soldier who had been (as he boasts) 
in a hundred and nineteen battles, as renders his 
book one of the most singular that is to be found in 
any language* 

Pet. Martyr ab Angleria, in a treatise de Insuhs nuper 
invented added to his Decades de Rebus Oceanis et 

.Novo Orbe, gives some account of Cortes's expedition. 

; But he proceeds no farther than to relate what 
happened after his first landing. This work, whiqh 
is brief and slight, seems to contain the information 
transmitted by Cortes in his first dispatches, embellished 
-with several particulars communicated to the author 

. by the officers who brought the letters from Cortes. 

But the book to which the greater part of modern 
historians have had recourse for information concerning 
the conquest of New Spain, is Historia de la Conquista 
de Mexico, por D. Antonio de Solis, first published 
A. D* 160*4* I know no author in any language whose 
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Ktcrary fame has risen so far beyond hb real merit. 
De Soils is reckoned by bis countrymen one of the 
purest writers in the Castilian tongue ; and if a 
foreigner may venture to give his opinion concerning 
a matter of which Spaniards alone are qualified to 
judge, he is entitled to that praise. But, though his 
language be correct, his taste in composition is far 
from being just. His periods are so much labored 
as to be often stiff, and sometimes tumid 5 the figures 
which he employs by way of ornameift, are frequently 
trite or improper, and his observations superficial* 
These blemishes, however, might easily be overlooked, 
if he were not defective with respect to all the great 
qualities of an historian. Destitute of that patient 
industry in research, which conducts to the knowledge 
of truth ; a stranger to that impartiality which weighs 
evidence with cool attention; and ever eager to 
establish Ins fevorite system of exalting the character 
of Cortes into that of a perfect hero, exempt from error, 
and adorned with every virtue 5 he is less solicitous 
to discover what was true, than to relate whal might 
appear splendid. When he attempts any critical dis- 
cussion, his reasonings are fallacious, and founded upon 
an imperfect view of facts. Though he sometimes 
quotes the dispatches of Cortes, he seems not to have 
consulted them ; and though he sets out with some 
censure on Gomara, he frequently prefers his autho- 
rity, the most doubtful of any, to that of the other con- 
temporary historians. 

But of all the Spanish writers, Herrera furnishes the 
fullest and most accurate information concerning th* 
conquest of Mexico, as well as every other transactioi 
*o( America. The industry $nd Attention with whiA 
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lie consulted not only the books, but the original papers 
and public records, which tended to throw any light 
upon the subject of his inquiries, were so great, and 
he usually judges of the evidence before him with so 
much impartiality and candor, that his decads may 
J>e ranked among the most judicious and useful histo- 
ricid collections. If, by attempting to relate the various 
occurrences in the New World in a strict chronological 
6rder, the arrangement of events in his work had not s 
been rendered so perplexed, disconnected, and obscure, 
that it is an unpleasant task to collect from different 
parts of his book, and piece together the detached 
shreds of a story, he might justly have been ranked 
among the most eminent historians of his country. 
He gives an account of the materials from which he 
composed nis work, Dec. vi. lib. iii. c. 19. 

NOTE LXXL p. 238. 

Cortes purposed to have gone in the train of Ovando 
when he set out for his government in the year i5o2, 
but was detained by an accident. As he was attempting 
in a dark night to scramble up to the window of a 
lady's bed-chamber, with whom he earned on an in- 
trigue, an old wall, on the top of which he had mounted, 
gave way, and he was so much bruised by the fall as 
io be unfit for the voyage. Gomara, Cronica de la 
Nueva Espagna, cap. 1. 

NOTE LXXII. p. a4i. 

Cortes had two thousandpesosin the hands of Andrew 
Duero, and he borrowedJEbur thousand. These sum* 
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are about equal in value to fifteen hundred pounds 
sterling; but as the price of every thing was extremely 
high in America, they made but a scanty stock when 
applied towards the equipment of a military expedition. 
Herrera, dec. ii. lib* iii. c. 2. B. Diaz, c. 20. 



NOTE LXXIII. p. 2*6. 

The names of those gallant officers which will often 
occur in the subsequent story, were Juan Velasquez de 
Leon, Alonso Hernandez Portocarrero, Francisco de 
Montejo, Christoval de Olid, Juan de Escalante, Fran- 
cisco de Morla Pedro de Alvarado, Francisco de 
Salceda, Juan de Escobar, Gines de Nortes. Cortes 
himself commanded the Capitana, or Admiral. Fran- 
cisco de Orozco, an officer formed in the wars of Italy, 
had the command of the artillery. The experienced 
Alaminos acted as chief pilot. 

NOTE LXXIV. p. 248. 

• 

In those different conflicts, the Spaniards lost only 
two men, but had a considerable number wounded. 
Though there be no occasion for recourse to any super- 
natural cause to account either for the greatness of 
their victories, or the smallness of their loss, the 
Spanish historians fail not to ascribe both to the 
patronage of St. Jago, the tutelar Saint of their 
country, who, as they relate, fought at the head of 
their countrymen, and by his prowess gave a turn to 
the fate of the battle. Gomara is the first who men- 
tions this apparition of St. James. It is amusing to 
observe the embarrassment of B. Diaz del Castillo, 
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occasioned by the struggle between his superstition and 
his veracity. The former disposed him to believe 
this miracle, the latter restrained him from attesting 
it " I acknowledge," says he, " that all our exploits 
and victories are owing to our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that in this battle there was such a number of Indians 
to every one of us^ that if each had thrown a handful 
of earth they might have buried us, if by the great 
mercy of God we had not been protected. It may 
be that the person whom Gomara mentions as having 
appeared on a mottled grey horse, was the glorious 
apostle Signor San Jago or Signor San Pedro, and that 
I, as being a sinner, was not worthy to see him. This 
I know, that I saw Francisca de Morla on such a 
jhorse, but as an unworthy transgressor, did not 
deserve to see any of the holy apostles. It may have 
been the will of God, that it was so as Gomara re- 
lates, but until I read his Chronicle I never heard 
among any of the conquerors that such a thing had 
happened." Cap. 34. v 

NOTE LXXV, p. 255. 

Several Spanish historians relate this occurrence in 
such terms, as if they wished it should be believed, 
that the Indians, loaded with the presents, had carried 
them from the capital in the same short space of time 
that the couriers performed that journey. This is 
incredible, and Gomara mentions a circumstance which 
shews, that nothing extraordinary happened on this 
occasion. This rich present had been prepared for 
Grijalva, when he touched at the same place some 
months before, and was now ready to be delivered, 
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as soon as Montezuma sent orders for that purpose. 
Gomara Cron. c. xxvii. p. 28. 

According to B. Diaz del Castillo, the value of the 
silver plate representing the moon, was alone above 
twenty thousand pesos, about five thousand pounds 
sterling. 

• NOTE LXXVI. 265. 

This private traffic was directly contrary to the 
instructions of Velasquez, who enjoined, that what- 
ever was acquired by trade should be thrown into the 
common stock. But it appears, that the soldiers had 
each a private assortment of toys, and other goods 
proper for the Indian trade, and Cortes gained their 
favor by encouraging this underhand barter. B. 
Diaz, c. 4i. 

NOTE LXXVII. p. 278. 

Gomara has published a catalogue of the various 
articles of which this present consisted. Cron. c. 4g. 
P.Martyrab Angleria, who saw them after they were 
brought to Spain, and who seems to have examined 
them with great attention, gives a description of each, ; 
which is curious, as it conveys some idea of the 
progress which the Mexicans had made in several 
arts of elegance. De Insulis nuper inventis Liber, 
p. 554, etc. 



NOTE LXXVIII. p. 286. 
There is no circumstance in the history of tba 
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conquest o£ America, which is more questionable than 
.the account of the numerous armies brought into the 
field against the Spaniards. As the war with the re- 
public of Tlascala, though of short duration, was one 
of the most considerable which the Spaniards waged in 
America, the account given of the Tlascalan armies 
merits some attention. The only authentic informa- 
tion concerning this is derived from three authors.. 
Cortes, in his second dispatch to the emperor, dated 
at Segura de la-Frontera, October 5o, 1220, thus 
estimates the number of. their troops; in the first 
battle 6000; in the second battle 100,000; in the 
third battle i5o,ooo. Relat. ap. Ramus, iii. 228* 
Bernal Diaz del Castillo, who was an eye-witness, 
«*md ' engaged . in all, the actions of this war, thus 
reckons their numbers; in the first battle 5odo, p. 45; 
in the second battle 6000, ibid, in the third battle 
5o,ooo, p. 45. Gomara, who was Cortes's chaplain 
after his return to Spain, and published his Cronica 
in i552, follows the computation of Cortes, except 
in the second battle, where he reckons the Tlascalans 
* at 80,000, p. 49. It was manifestly the interest of 
Cortes^ to magnify his own dangers and exploits* 
For it was only by the merit of extraordinary services, 
that he could hope to atone for his irregular conduct, 
in assuming .an independent command* Bern. Diaz r 
though abundantly disposed to place his own prowess, 
and that of his fellow-conquerors, in the most advan-> 
tageous point of light, had not the same temptation 
to exaggerate; and it is probable, that his account of 
the numbers approaches nearer to the truth* The 
assembling of an army of i5o,ooo men requires many 
previous arrangements, v and such provision for their 
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imbsistence as seems to be beyond the foresight of 
Americans* The degree of cultivation in Tlascala does 
not seem to have been so great, as to have furnished 
such a vast army with provisions. Though this pnK 
vine* was so much better cultivated than other regions 
of New Spain, that it was called the country of bread % 
yet the Spaniards in their march suffered sach want, 
that they were obliged to subsist upon Tuna*, a species 
of fruit which grows wild in tlje fields, Herrera, 
Dec. ii. lib. vi. c. 5. p. 182. 

NOTE LXXIX. p. 291, 

These unhappy victims are said* to be persons of dis* 
tinction. It seems improbable that so great a number 
as fifty should be employed as spies. So many prison- 
ers had been taken and dismissed, and the Tlascalans 
had sent so many messages to the Spanish quarters, 
that there appears to be no reason for hazarding the 
lives of so many considerable people, in order to pro- 
cure information about the position and state of their 
camp. The barbarous manner in which Cortes treated 
a people unacquainted with the laws of war established 
among polished nations, appears so shocking to the 
later Spanish writers, that they diminish the number 
*of those whom he punished so cruelly. Herrera says* 
that he cut off the hands of seven, and thumbs of some 
more. Dec. ii. lib. ii. c* 8. De Solis relates, that 
the hands of fourteen or fifteen were cut off, and the 
thumbs of all the rest. Lib. ii. c. 20, . But Cortes 
himself, Relat. p. 228, b. and after him Gomara, 
c. 48, affirm, that the hands of all the fifty were 
cut ofE 
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NOTE LXXX. p. 294. 

The horses were objects of the greatest astonish-* 
ment to all the people of New Spain. At first they 
imagined the horse and his rider, like the Centaurs of 
the ancients, to be some monstrous animal of a terrible 
form; and supposing that their food was the same as 
that of men, brought flesh and bread to nourish them. 
Even after they discovered their mistake, they believed 
the horses devoured men in battle, and when they 
neighed, thought that they were demanding their 
prey. It was not the interest of the Spaniards to 
undeceive them, Herrera, dec. ii. lib; vi. c. 11, 

NOTE LXXXI. p. 3oo, 

According to Bart, de las Casas, there was no rea- 
son for this massacre, and it was an act of wanton 
cruelty, perpetrated merely to strike terror into the 
people of New Spain. Relac. de la Deslruyc. p. 17, 
etc. But the zeal of Las Casas often leads him to 
exaggerate. In opposition to him, Bern. Diaz, c. 83, 
asserts, that the first missionaries sent into New Spain 
by the emperor, made a judicial inquiry into this 
transaction \ and having examined the, priests and 
elders of Cholula, found that there was a real conspi- 
racy to . cut off the Spaniards, and that the account 
given by Cortes was exactly true. As it was the object 
of Cortes at that time, and manifestly his interest, to 
gain the good will of Montezuma, it is improbable 
that he should have taken a step which tended so 
visibly to alienate him from the Spaniards, if he had 
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not believed it to be necessary for his own preservation.. 
At the same time, the Spaniards who served in Ame- 
rica had such contempt for the natives, and thought 
them so Utile entitled to the common rights of 
men, that Cortes might hold the Cholulans to be 
guilty upon slight and imperfect evidence* The 
severity of the punishment was certainly excessive and 
atrocious. 

NOTE LXXXII. p. 5o2. 

Tliis description is taken almost literally from Bernal 
Diaz del Castillo, who was so unacquainted with the 
art of composition, as to be incapable of embellishing 
his narrative. He relates in a simple and rude style 
what passed in his own mind, and that of his fellow- 
soldiers, on that occasion ; " And let it not be thought 
strange/' says he, "that I should write in this manner of 
what then happened, for it ought to be considered, 
that it is one tiling to relate, another to have beheld 
things that were never before seen, or heard, or spoken 
of among men." Cap. 86. p. 64, b. 

NOTE LXXXIII. p. 55o. 



4 



B. Diaz del Castillo gives us some idea of the fatigue 
and hardships they underwent in performing tliis, and 
other parts of duty. During the nine months that 
they remained in Mexico, every man, without any 
distinction between officers and soldiers, slept on his 
arms in his quilted jacket and gorget. They lay on 
,mals, or straw spread on the floor, and each was 
obliged to hold himself as alert as if he had been o* 
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guard. "This," adds lie, "became so habitual to me, 
that even now in my advanced age, I always sleep in 
my clothes, and never in any bed. When I visit 
my JEncomienda, I reckon it suitable to my rank, to 
hare a bed carried along with my other baggage, but 
I never go into it; but, according to custom, I lie in 
my clothes, and walk frequently during the night into 
the open air, to view the stars as I was wont when 
in service." Cap. 108. 

NOTE LXXXIV. p. 5jb. 

Cortes himself, in his second dispatch to the em- 
peror, does not explain the motives which induced 
him either to condemn Qualpopoca to the flames, or 
to put Montezuma in irons. Ramus, hi. 256. B.Diaz 
is silent with respect to his reasons for the former ; 
and the only cause he assigns for "the latter was, that 
lie might meet with no interruption in executing the 
sentence pronounced against Qualpopoca, c. xcv. p. 7 5. 
But as Montezuma was his prisoner, and absolutely 
in his power, * he had no reason to dread him, and the 
insult offered to that monarch could have no effect but J 
to irritate him unnecessarily. Goinara supposes, that 
Cortes had no other object than to occupy Montezuma 
with his own distress and sufferings, that he might 
give less attention to .what befel Qualpopoca. Cron. 
c. 89. Herrera adopts the. same opinion. Dec. ii. 
lib. viii. c. 9. But it seems an odd expedient, in 
order to make a person bear one injury, tolpadliim 
with another that is greater. De Solis imagines, that 
Cortes had nothing else in view than to intimidate 
Montezuma, so that he might make no attempt to 
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rescue the victims from their fate 5 hut the spirit of 
that monarch was so submissive, and he had so tamely 
given up the prisoners to the disposal of Cortes, that 
he had no cause to apprehend any opposition from him. 
If the explanation which 1 have attempted to give of 
Cortes's proceedings on this occasion be not admitted, 
it appears to me, that they must be reckoned among 
the wanton and barbarous acts of oppression which 
occur too often in the history of the conquest of 
America. 

■i. 

NOTE LXXXV. p. 325. 

De Solis asserts, lib. iv. c. 5; that the proposition of 
doing homage to the King of Spain, came from 
Montezuma himself, and was made in order to induce 
the Spaniards to depart out of his dominions. He 
describes his conduct on this occasion, as if it had 
been founded upon a scheme of profound policy, and 
executed with such refined address, as to deceive 
Cortes himself. But there is no hint or circumstance 
in the contemporary historians, .Cortes, Diaz, or 
Gomara, to justify this theory. Montezuma, on 
other occasions, discovered no such extent of art and 
abilities. The anguish which he felt in performing 
this humbling ceremony is natural, if we suppose it to 
have been involuntary. But according to the theory 
of De Solis, which supposes that Montezuma was 
executing what he himself had proposed, to have as- 
sumed an appearance of sorrow, would have been pre- 
posterous and inconsistent with his own design of 
deceiving the Spaniards. 
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NOTE LXXXVI. p. 32 9 . 

In several of the provinces, the Spaniards with all 
their industry and influence, could collect no gold. 
In others, they procured only a few trinkets of small 
value. Montezuma assured Cortes, that the present 
which he offered to the king of Castile, after doing 
homage, consisted of all the treasure amassed by his 
father ; and told him, that he had Already distributed 
the rest of his gold and jewels among the Spaniards, 
B. Diaz, c. io4. Gomara relates, that all the silver 
collected amounted to 5oo marks. Cron. c. g5. This 
agrees with the account given by Cortes, that the 
royal fifth of silver was 100 marks. Relal. 239, B» 
So that the sum total of silver was only 4ooo ounces, 
at the rate of eight ounces a mark, which demonstrates 
the proportion of silver to gold to have been exceed- 
ingly small. 

NOTE LXXXVH. p. 53o. 

De Soils, lib. iy. c. 1. calls in question the truth 
of this transaction, from no better reason than that it 
was inconsistent with that prudence which distinguishes 
the character of Cortes. But he ought to have recol- 
lected the impetuosity of his zeal at Tlascala, which 
was no less imprudent. He asserts, that the evidence 
for it rests upon the testimony ofB. Diaz del Castillo, 
of Gomara, and of Herrera. They all concur indeed, 
in mentioning this inconsiderate step which Cortes 
took; and they had good reason to do so, for Cortes 
himself relates this exploit in his second dispatch to 
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the Emperor, and seems to glory in it. CorL, RehL 
Ramus, iii. i4o, D. This is one instance, among 
many, of De SohVs having consulted with little atten- 
tion the letters of Cortes to Charles V. irom wiich 
the most authentic information with respect to his ope- 
ra lions must be derived. 



NOTE LXXXVIII. p. 554. 

Herrera and De Solis suppose, that Velasquez wa* 
encouraged to equip this armament against Cortes, 
by the accounts which he received froin Spain con- 
cerning tlie reception of tlie agenls sent by the colony 
of Vera Cruz, and the warmth with which Fonseca 
bishop of Burgos had espoused his interest, and con- 
demned the proceedings of Cortes. Hen-era, dec. ii. 
lib. ix. c. 18. De Solis, lib. iv. c. 5. But the chro- 
nological order of events refutes tliis supposition. 
Porlocarrero and Montejo sailed from Vera Cruz, 
July 26, 1519. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 4. They 
landed at St. Lucar in October, according to Herrera, 
ibick But P. Martyr, who attended the court at that 
time, and communicated every occurrence of moment 
to his correspondents day by day, mentions the arrival 
of these agents for the first time in December, and 
speaks of it as a recent event. Epist. 65o. All the 
historians agree, that the agents of Cortes had their 
first audience of the Emperor at Tordesillas, when he 
went to that town to visit his mother in his way to 
St. Jago de Compostella. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 4. 
De Solis, lib. iv. c. 5. But the emperor set out from 
Valladolid for Tordesillas, on the 11th of March, i52Q 
and P. 3Iai tyr mentions his having seen at that uay 
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the presents made to Charles, Epist. i665. The anna- 
ment under Narvaez sailed from Cuba in April, i520. 
It is manifest, then, that Velasquez could not receive 
any account of* what passed in this interview at Torde- 
sillas, previous to his hostile preparations against Cortes. 
His real motives seem to be those which I have men- 
tioned. The patent appointing him Adelantado of 
New Spain, with such extensive powers, bears date 
November i5, i5i(). Herrera, dec. ii. lib. iii. c. 11. 
He might receive it about the beginning of January. 
Gomara takes notice, that as soon as this patent was 
delivered to him, he began to equip a fleet and levy 
forces. Cron. c. 96. 



THE END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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